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TOWN  OFFICERS 


Elected  and  Appointed 
1940—1941 


Board  of  Selectmen 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON,  Chairman 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE,  Secretary 
CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE 
LEON  G.  BENT,  Clerk 


Term  Expires  1941 
” ” 1942 

” ” 1943 


Board  of  Public  Welfare 


K1TTIE  M.  BANGS,  Chairman 
♦ALBERT  L.  WELLMAN,  JR. 
MILES  C.  HIGGINS 
tJOSEPH  D.  KNIGHT 


Term  Expires  1941 

” ” 1942 

” ” 1943 

” ” 1942 


EDWARD  E.  HARNDEN,  Secretary  and  Superintendent 


GLADYS  M.  LANE,  RUTH  C.  SCHOLZ,  Visitors 


Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance 

KITTIE  M.  BANGS,  Chairman 
♦ALBERT  L.  WELLMAN,  JR. 

MILES  C.  HIGGINS 
tJOSEPH  D.  KNIGHT 
EDWARD  E.  HARNDEN,  Director. 

VIRGINIA  C.  SMITH,  Secretary. 

MARY  F.  DANIEL,  Visitor. 


Term  Expires  1941 
” ” 1942 

” 1943 

” ” 1942 


Sponsor’s  Agent,  W.  P.  A. 

ARTHUR  C.  MICHELINI 


Board  of  Assessors 


GEORGE  E.  HORROCKS,  Chairman 
ARTHUR  S.  COOK,  Secretary 
EDGAR  FROST 

Town  Clerk 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES 

Moderator 

CHARLES  P.  HOWARD 

Collector  of  Taxes 

GRACE  V.  VIALL 


Term  Expires  1941 
” ” 1943 

” ” 1942 

Town  Counsel 

SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS 

Treasurer 

PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS 

Town  Accountant 

LEON  G.  BENT 

Relief  Agent 


Soldiers’ 

CHARLES  W.  H.  SMITH 
♦Resigned  July  18,  1940. 
fElected  to  fill  vacancy. 
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Board  of  Public  Works 


WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 
ALEXANDER  LINDSAY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 
PHILIP  P.  WELCH,  Superintendent 

Board  of  Health 

EDWARD  M.  HALLIGAN,  M.  D. 
CHRISTINE  F.  ATKINSON,  Secretary 
ROBERT  B.  SHEPARDSON,  M.  D. 

Finance  Committee 

JOHN  L.  DEVANEY,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  A.  CONNELLY,  D.  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  HOWE 
ALLAN  H.  STURGES 
CLARENCE  M.  KIMBALL 
CLINTON  L.  BANCROFT 
LOUIS  DAVIS 
A.  ALDEN  GOLDSMITH 
CHARLES  F.  TREVOR 
W.  GARDNER  LONG 
HAROLD  B.  CURRELL 
ROBERT  M.  FOLSOM 
WENDELL  B.  NEWELL 
HERMAN  M.  NOYES 
G.  LAWRENCE  ROBERTS 
LEON  G.  BENT,  Clerk 


School  Committee 

FRANK  D.  TANNER,  Chairman 

MARGARET  S.  CANTY 

CHARLES  R.  WAKELING,  M.  D.,  D.  O. 

IRVING  C.  AUSTIN 

ESTHER  D TWOMBLY 

NORMAN  L.  DUNCAN 

ELBRIDGE  C.  GROVER,  Secretary. 


Term  Expires 

99  99 


99 


Term  Expires 

99  99 

)>  ” 


Term  Expires 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

9y  99 

99  99 

99  99 


9 99 

9 99 

y >y 

9 99 

9 99 


Term  Expires 
>>  >> 


>> 

99 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

ELBRIDGE  C.  GROVER 


Attendance  Officer 

JOSEPHINE  L.  FOWLER 


1942 

1943 
1943 
1942 
1941 


1943 

1942 

1941 


1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1942 

1942 

1942 

1942 

1942 

1941 

1941 

1941 

1941 

1941 


1941 

1942 

1942 
1941 

1943 
1943 
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School  Physician 

CHAS.  R.  HENDERSON,  M.  D. 


School  Nurse 

MARGARET  B.  CLEWLEY 


Municipal  Light  Board 


HENRY  R.  JOHNSON,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1941 

LOUIS  ELLENWOOD,  Secretary 

yy 

yy 

1943 

HERBERT  G.  EVANS 
ARTHUR  G.  SIAS,  Manager 

yy 

yy 

1942 

Board  of  Registrars 

ROBERT  S.  RALSTON,  Chairman 

Term  Expires 

1941 

OWEN  McKENNEY,  Secretary 

” 

yy 

1942 

WALTER  A.  SCANLON 

>> 

yy 

1943 

Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees 

CLARENCE  C.  WHITE,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1941 

FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary 

yy 

yy 

1943 

FRANK  L.  EDGERLEY 

yy 

yy 

1943 

HAROLD  F.  DAVIS 

yy 

yy 

1942 

HARRY  C.  BARR 

yy 

” 

1942 

W.  FLETCHER  TWOMBLY 
WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT,  Superintendent 

yy 

yy 

1941 

Planning  Board 

RICHARD  F.  DREW,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1943 

A.  LLOYD  DAVID,  Secretary 

” 

y> 

1942 

WINTHROP  D.  PARKER 

w 

yy 

1943 

PHILIP  R.  WHITE 

” 

yy 

1941 

SHERBURNE  J.  WATTS 

” 

yy 

1941 

Trustees  Public  Library 

A.  IMRIE  DIXON,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1941 

C.  NELSON  BISHOP,  Secretary 

yy 

yy 

1943 

WARREN  L.  FLETCHER 

yy 

yy 

1943 

HELEN  P.  TIRRELL 

yy 

yy 

1942 

LOUIS  M.  LYONS 

yy 

” 

1942 

ISABELLE  G.  HEDGES 

yy 

yy 

1941 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 

H.  RAYMOND  JOHNSON,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1943 

CLARENCE  C.  WHITE 

” 

yy 

1945 

ROBERT  M.  BROWN 

yy 

yy 

1941 

Town  Treasurer  and  Chairman  of  Selectmen,  members 

ex-officiis. 

Board  of  Appeal 

HENRY  Q.  MILLETT,  Chairman 

Term  Expires  1941 

FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary 

yy 

” 

1943 

BENJAMIN  B.  PIPER 

yy 

V 

1942 
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Associate  Members  Board  of  Appeal 

DUDLEY  B.  KILLAM  Term  Expires  1941 

HERBERT  T.  SCHOPPELRY  ” ” 1942 

HOWARD  T.  CLINCH  ” ” 1943 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food 

CARL  M.  SMITH 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  and  Gas  Inspector 

*DAVID  TAGGART 
fDAVID  MARTIN 

Inspector  of  Animals 

BERNARD  SCHIMPFKE 

Dog  Officer 

CHARLES  H.  MELENDY 

Game  Warden 

JAMES  T.  PUTNAM 

Inspector  of  Buildings 

A.  RUSSELL  BARNES 

Superintendent  of  Moth  Work  and  Tree  Warden 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 

Burial  Agent,  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

CHARLES  E.  TASNEY 

Custodian  Soldiers’  Graves 

HARRY  A.  TURNER 

Forest  Warden 

HUGH  L.  EAMES 

Deputy  Forest  Warden 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 

^Retired. 

fAppointed  temporarily  to  fill  vacancy. 

Constables 

LEON  G.  BENT  J.  WINTHROP  SIAS 

Insurance  Committee 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON  \ 

ROBERT  E.  FOWLE  j Board  of  Selectmen 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE  ) 

PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS,  Town  Treasurer. 

JOHN  L.  DEVANEY,  Chairman  Finance  Committee. 
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Police  Department 

JEREMIAH  CULLINANE,  Chi-ef 


Sergeants 

FRANCIS  L.  JOHNSON 


FRANCIS  T.  SLACK 


Patrolmen 


TIMOTHY  J.  CULLINANE 
FRANK  R.  FISHER 
EARL  R.  HUTCHINSON 
JAMES  H.  LAWLER 
PATRICK  J.  LONG 

THOMAS  J. 


OSCAR  H.  LOW 
GORDON  G.  MacINTIRE 
HAROLD  W.  O’BRIEN 
WILLIAM  F.  O’BRIEN 
THOMAS  E.  WALL 
FITZPATRICK 


Reserve  Officers 


JOHN  R.  CONDON  ROLAND  ELLIS 

ARTHUR  M.  CURTIN  JOSEPH  M.  GREEN 

PATRICK  J.  PANTANO 


Keeper  of  the  Lock-up 

JEREMIAH  CULLINANE 

Fire  Department 

HUGH  L.  EAMES,  Chief 
JOHN  J.  O’BRIEN,  Deputy  Chief 

WILLIAM  H.  VANHORN,  Capt.  HERBERT  L.  ROBERTSON 

CHARLES  H.  HESELTON,  Lieut.  ALBERT  C.  MAXWELL 

GEORGE  W.  GOODRIDGE  LEWIS  C.  HOLDEN 

ELMER  A.  DYKENS 


Call 

JOSEPH  ARSENAULT 
GEORGE  F.  BAXTER 
HOWARD  E.  BUSSELL 
ANDREW  B.  BUTTERS 
JOHN  J.  CARNEY 
CHARLES  N.  CHASE 
WILLIAM  H.  GAY,  Capt. 

J.  LOUIS  GOODRIDGE 
CHESTER  GOODWIN 
LESLIE  C.  HADLEY 
FRANK  H.  HESELTON,  Lieut. 

GEORGE 


Men 

OWEN  McKENNEY,  Capt. 
NELSON  P.  O’BRIEN 
JAMES  PERRY 
H.  HARVEY  QUIGLEY 
JOHN  H.  RAMSAY 
HERMAN  L.  REISSLE 
GEORGE  A.  ROGERS 
BERNARD  SCHIMPFKE 
G.  WARREN  SPRAGUE 
F.  LIONEL  SPRINGFORD 
W.  REGINALD  VANHORN 
7ANNI 


Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 

HUGH  L.  EAMES 

Inspector  of  Wires 

ALBERT  C.  MAXWELL 
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Measurers  of  Lumber 

ORA  L.  MILBURY  BURTON  K.  SYMONDS 

WILLIAM  R.  ZWICKER 

Weighers  of  Coal  and  Hay 

THOMAS  E.  BROGAN  BERTHA  D.  MacLELLAN 

CHARLES  W.  LEE  WENDELL  B.  NEWELL 

MABEL  L.  McKAY  PERCY  N.  SWEETER 

HENRY  C.  FLOYD 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 

PERCY  N.  SWEETSER  BURTON  K.  SYMONDS 

THOMAS  F.  BROGAN 

Field  Drivers 

EDWARD  E.  NICHOLS 

ERNEST  T.  WAKEFIELD  ADOLPH  S.  LARSON 

Fence  Viewers 

WENDELL  B.  NEWELL  CARL  B.  SAWYER 

ALBERT  E.  TEMPLE 

Committee  on  Elm  Tree  Protection 

ANDREW  CHRISTENSEN  HENRY  M.  DONEGAN 

JOHN  F.  SAWYER 


Committee  on  Town  Forests 

LELAND  W.  KINGMAN,  Chairman  Term  Expires  1943 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN  ” ” 1942 

ORVILLE  O.  ORDWAY  ” ” 1941 


Law  Committee 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON,  Chairman 
GEORGE  E.  HORROCKS  FRANK  D.  TANNER 

EDWARD  M.  HALLIGAN,  M.  Q.  WENDELL  P.  DAVIS 

KITTIE  M.  BANGS  HENRY  R.  JOHNSON 


Special  Police  Officers 


JOHN  F.  MAGUIRE 
CHARLES  L.  CUMMINGS 
SYLVANUS  THOMPSON 
EDWARD  McBRIEN 
WALTER  SMITH 
JAMES  L.  HEALEY 
WILLIAM  H.  KILLAM 


Reading  High  School 
Reading  High  School 
Lowell  Street  School 
Pearl  Street  School 
Junior  High  School 
Highland  School 
Municipal  Building  and  Library  Grounds 
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Pumping  Station 


TRANK  F.  STROUT 
RALPH  F.  PLOUFF 
WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT 
WILLIAM  H.  MANNING 
CHARLES  H.  MELENDY 
GARDNER  A.  PERRY 
EDGAR  C.  STUART 
JOHN  CHASE 
THOMAS  F.  CLASSEN 
EDWARD  E.  HARNDEN 
ARTHUR  MICHELINI 
CHARLES  L.  GOWING,  JR. 
FRED  REISSLE 
WILLIAM  SLACK 
J.  EDWARD  BLACK 
HERBERT  F.  CARTER 
J.  WINTHROP  SIAS 
NORMAN  H.  JEWETT 
GEORGE  O’  KEEFE 
GEORGE  W.  HALL 
FREDERICK  W.  BURNS 
CHARLES  E.  LANGDON 
H.  HARVEY  QUIGLEY 
M.  RUSSELL  MEIKLE 
WILLIAM  N.  RICHARDS 
CHARLES  A.  BENNER 
JACOB  C.  NIELSON 
WILLIAM  H.  MILLER 
HUGH  L.  EAMES 
HENRY  W.  BRYDEN 


American  Legion  Quarters 
Unitarian  Church  and  Community  Hall 

Union  Street  Building 
Union  Street  Building 
Reading  Theatre 
Junior  High  School 
Town  Dump 


Town  Forest 
Security  Hall  and  Odd  Fellows  Hall 

Funerals 

Reading  Rifle  and  Revolver  Club 
Baptist  Church  and  First  National  Bank 
Traffic  Lights,  Salem  and  Pearl  Sts. 

Skating  Ponds 


Junior  High  School 


Statistics 

Population,  census  of  1940,  10,861. 

Registered  Voters:  Male,  3,192;  Female,  3,081;  Total,  6,273. 

Fifth  Congressional  District. 

Sixth  Councillor  District. 

Seventh  Middlesex  Senatorial  District. 

Eighteenth  Middlesex  Representative  District. 

Representative  in  Congress,  5th  District,  Edith  Nourse  Rogers,  Lowell. 
Councillor  6th  District,  Eugene  A.  F.  Burtnett,  Somerville. 

Senator  7th  Middlesex  District,  Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  Reading. 
Representatives  18th  Middlesex  District,  Newell  H.  Morton,  Reading, 
and  Herman  P.  P’eterson,  Woburn. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  READING 
GOVERNMENT 

The  history  of  Reading  government  is  the  story  of  what  was  in  the 
very  hearts  of  men  and  women  who  lived  here  through  the  years.  Gov- 
ernment has  not  been  something  which  was  thrust  upon  the  townspeople 
from  the  outside,  but  something  which  people  living  here  together  de- 
veloped in  order  that  their  collective  affairs  might  be  carried  on  with 
better  efficiency. 

Reading  has  a record  of  294  years  of  government  by  town  meetings. 
The  seat  of  our  government  for  the  first  125  years  was  located  in  the 
South  Parish.  For  many  years  the  place  of  meeting  alternated  between 
the  North,  West,  and  South  parishes.  Since  1853  Reading  has  retained 
about  the  same  boundaries  as  we  know  it  today.  Early  government 
was  simple  and  inexpensive.  Very  little  money  was  raised  during  the 
first  century  of  government.  Most  of  the  taxes  were  worked  out  in 
labor  or  paid  in  produce.  In  1848  the  amount  raised  by  local  taxation 
was  but  $6,000. 

Selected  Events  In  Reading  Government 

1S44 — First  town  meeting. 

1C47 — Beginnings  of  board  of  selectmen. 

1649 — Clerk  of  writs  appointed,  beginning  of  town  clerk. 

1693 — Town  voted  to  have  its  first  school. 

1711 —  Town  voted  to  send  three  representatives  to  General  Court. 

1712 —  Town  treasurer  made  independent  of  tax  collector. 

1754 — First  record  of  town  warrant  being  issued. 

1773 — Offices  Overseer  of  Peer  created  for  first  time. 

1793 — School  committee  first  chosen. 

1812 — Separation  of  South  Reading. 

1853 — Separation  of  North  Reading. 

1890 —  Board  of  assessors  separated  from  selectmen. 

1891 —  Water  commissioners  established. 

1895 — Municipal  light  board  established. 

1902 — Beginning  of  modern  finance  committee. 

1915 — Planning  board  estab'ished. 

1921 — Board  of  public  works  created  combining  work  of  four  boards. 

1935 — W.  P.  A.  Sponsor’s  agent  created. 

Since  1890  our  community  problems  have  become  more  complex  at 
an  accelerating  rate.  People  wanted  running  water ; they  wanted 
cheaper  electricity;  they  wanted  police  and  fire  protection;  they  wanted 
hard  surfaced  roads  and  sidewalks ; they  wanted  their  children  to  have 
better  opportunities  in  school ; the>r  wTanted  playgrounds  and  parks  for 
young  and  old  alike  ; they  wanted  the  jobless  and  unfortunate  to  receive 
adequate  care.  The  needs  of  the  people  increased  rapidly  due  to  the 
machine  age. 

Since  1890  the  population  of  Reading  has  increased  two  and  one 
half  times ; the  value  of  taxable  property  has  increased  seven  times ; the 
amount  raised  from  local  taxation  has  increased  ten  fold.  This  in- 
creased expenditure  of  money  is  the  result  of  the  increased  services 
which  we  have  demanded  of  our  town  government. 

Town  government  today  is  a business  proposition.  The  total  annual 
appropriation  is  rapidly  approaching  the  million  dollar  mark.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  ways  and  means  of  attracting 
our  ablest  leaders  into  the  service  of  our  community. 

There  is  cause  for  reflection  when  we  realize  that  less  than  10%  of 
the  registered  voters  turn  out  to  the  annual  town  business  meeting  and 
less  than  fifty  per  cent  vote  in  the  annual  election  of  town  officers.  It 
is  time  to  revive  interest  in  town  affairs.  It  is  one  of  the  important 
civic  responsibilities  which  all  must  bear  if  our  democracy  is  to  survive. 

Victor  E.  Pitkin 
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TOWN  OF  READING 
LIST  OF  JURORS  FOR  1940—1941 

Prepared  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


Name  Occupation 

Abbott,  George  W.,  Manager 
Adams,  Earl  W.,  Sales  Engineer 
Alger,  C.  Irving,  Salesman 
Alger,  Jam'es  W.,  Dairy  Service 
Anderson,  Eric  A.  R.,  Cabinet  Mak’er 
Anderson,  Percy  E.,  Clerk 
Austin,  Irving  C.,  Wool  Merchant 
Barnes,  George  E.,  Operator 
Barrett,  William  K.,  Knife  Maker 
Barstow,  Merton  C.,  Public  Accountant 
Beaudry,  George  B.,  Salesman 
Bell,  J.  Angus,  Salesman 
Benjamin,  William  H.,  Jr.,  Salesman 
Bowers,  Harrison  W.,  Salesman 
Brogan,  Thomas  E.,  Clerk 
Bruns,  Frederick  L.,  Poultry  Man 
Byram,  Joseph  R.,  Salesman 
Cahoon,  Benjamin  B.,  Telephone  Man 
Callahan,  Timothy  E.,  Salesman 
Callan,  Arthur  B.,  Superintendent 
Camp,  Harry  Upson,  Insurance  Broker 
Carleton,  Philemon,  P.,  Jr.,  Auto  Dealer 
Chapin,  Earle  H.,  Salesman 
Chas'e,  Robert  B.,  Fuel  Dealer 
Clapp,  Ernest  E.,  Electrician 
Cleary,  George  F.,  Architect 
Cloudman,  H.  Ernest,  Stereotyper 
Clough,  Harry  E.,  Insurance  Salesman 
Cooper,  Carl  C.,  Treasurer 
Dennison,  Robert  A.,  Superintendent 
Desmond,  Daniel  J.,  Manager 
D’Orlando,  Frank,  Manufacturer 
Downs,  Edward  F.,  Accountant 
Fairclough,  William  T.,  Civil  Engineer 
Fienemann,  Henry  W.,  Sales  Manager 
Fletcher,  Warren  L.,  Voicer 
Flint,  Russell  A.,  Teller 
Flynn,  John  E.,  U.  S.  Customs 
Foxcroft,  Francis  R.,  Salesman 


Residence 
32  Mineral  St. 
15  Mineral  St. 
144  Woburn  St. 
83  Locust  St. 
21  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
57  Woburn  St. 
180  Prescott  St. 

103  Green  St. 
38  Warren  Ave. 
77  Howard  St. 
36  P'earl  St. 
87  Hanscom  Ave. 
18  Berkeley  St. 
178  Walnut  St. 
5 Washington  St. 
294  Charles  St. 
68  Hillcrest  Rd. 
126  Oak  St. 
93  Lowell  St. 
66  Hanscom  Ave. 
28  Highland  St. 
19  Hartshorn  St. 

134  High  St. 
18  Fairview  Ave. 
13  Highland  St. 
54  Scotland  Rd. 
538  Summer  Ave. 
142  Bancroft  Ave. 
167  Summer  Ave. 
26  Copeland  Ave. 
8 Center  Ave. 
41  Pratt  St. 
198  High  St. 
125  Grove  St. 
51  Prospect  St. 
57  Highland  St. 
25  Sunnyside  Ave. 
231  Forest  St. 
100  Prescott  St. 
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Gallagher,  Francis  A.,  P.  O.  Clerk 
Gallant,  Ernest  E.,  Bank  Cashier 
Gleason,  Clement  T.,  Bank  Clerk 
Goff,  John  W.,  Decorator 
Goldsmith,  A.  Alden,  Insurance  Broker, 
Goodridge,  Walter  V., 

Griffiths,  Eleazer  H.,  Salesman 
Gunn,  George  W.,  Tel.  Engineer 
Hach,  John  P.,  Asst.  Treasurer 
Halloran,  Martin  J.,  Jr.,  Bank  Clerk 
Harris,  Marshal  P.,  Salesman 
Harris,  Wilbur  L.,  Merchant 
Haskins,  George,  Civil  Engineer 
Hasty,  Charles  S.,  Insurance 
Hoey,  Eugene  F.,  Mechanic 
Holmes,  Henry  J.,  Clerk 
Hopkins,  Arthur  F.,  Wholesale  Grain 
Hopkins,  Walter  S.,  Jr.,  Farmer 
Horrocks,  Percy  L.,  Salesman 
Hulsman,  Kenneth  G.,  Civil  Engineer 
Jewett,  Irving  F.,  Insurance 
Jones,  Charles  W.,  Voicer 
Kehoe,  Edward  H.,  Clerk 
Kilgore,  Ernest  E.,  Clerk 
Kimball,  Walter  B.,  Salesman 
King,  Chester  R.,  Painter 
Knapp,  Arthur  C.,  Engineer 
Knowles,  Edmund  F.,  Bus  Driver 
Knudson,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Superintendent 
Koch,  Gustave  H.,  Painter 
Kroeck,  Julius,  Dept.  Agriculture 
Lane,  Melvin  C.,  Traffic  Rep. 

Langdon,  Charles  E.,  Salesman 
Litchfield,  Clifford,  Fire  Alarm 
Lucas,  Kenneth  A.,  Civil  Engineer 
MacLean,  Donald  W.,  Tel.  Editor 
Mansfield,  John  E.,  Carpenter 
Marden,  Herbert  R.,  Merchant 
Mason,  Philip  E.,  Chemist 
Mathieson,  Angus  G.,  Candy  Maker 
McKenney,  Charles  J.,  Clerk 
McLaughlin,  James  A.,  Electrician 
Miller,  Herbert  K.,  Salesman 
Morand,  Edward  N.,  Salesman 
Morrison,  James  P.,  Retired 


113  Green  St. 
48  Hans  com  Ave. 
53  Prescott  St. 
9 Arlington  St. 
199  Bancroft  Ave. 
103  Village  St. 
71  Harrison  St. 
37  School  St. 
45  Pratt  St. 
22  Prescott  St. 
13  Berkeley  St. 
868  Main  St. 
40  Dudley  St. 
46  Temple  St. 
36  Tremont  St. 
16  Gardner  Rd. 
40  Scotland  Rd. 
472  Summer  Ave. 
404  Main  St. 
284  Woburn  St. 
331  Summer  Ave. 
142  Wakefield  St. 
205  Bancroft  Ave. 
19  Fairview  Ave. 
269  West  St. 
140  Village  St. 
35  Pinevale  Ave. 

9 Warren  Ave. 
60  Hanscom  Ave. 

389  Lowell  St. 
24  Thorndike  St. 

87  Hopkins  St. 
29a  Highland  St. 
182  Bancroft  Ave. 
565  Franklin  St. 

67  Vine  St 
182  Franklin  St. 

203  High  St. 
12  Parkview  Rd. 

20  Mineral  St. 
18  Arlington  St. 
63  Vine  St. 
443  Summer  Ave. 
386  Summer  Ave. 
35  Bancroft  Ave. 
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Morse,  Donald  H.,  Salesman 

18  Bond  St. 

Morss,  Lawrence  V.,  Tel.  Test  Man 

7 Bond  St. 

Mount,  Robert  B.,  Jr.,  Salesman 

293  Ash  St. 

Nichols,  Ralph  W.,  Accountant 

69  Hanscom  Ave. 

Nordberg,  Nils  L-,  Bank  Clerk 

753  Main  St. 

Oldfield,  Samuel  T.,  Auditor 

52  Temple  St. 

Painting,  Samuel  P.,  Supervisor 

14  Fairview  Ave. 

Parry,  Louis  A.,  Machinist 

7 Orange  St. 

Pease,  George  B.,  Sales  Engineer 

181  Summer  Ave. 

Perry,  James,  Clerk 

15  Pratt  St. 

Quinlen,  John  J.,  Mail  Clerk 

47  Washington  St. 

Ralston,  Robert  S.,  Proof  Reader 

9 Dudley  St. 

Reed,  Joseph  H.,  Manager 

78  Middlesex  Ave. 

Richards,  Stuart  F.,  Buyer 

153  Bancroft  Ave. 

Riley,  Lester  S.,  Manufacturer 

94  Prospect  St. 

Roberts,  Carl  W.,  Civil  Engineer 

10  Deering  St. 

Roberts,  G.  Lawrence,  Asst.  Sales  Mgr. 

30  Perkins  Ave. 

Rollins,  Edwin  E.,  Salesman 

71  Vine  St. 

Sanders,  Wilbur  S.,  Clerical 

143  Prospect  St. 

Sargent,  Carl  N.,  Expressman 

23  Mineral  St. 

Sawyer,  Greenfield  T.,  Merchant 

23  Howard  St. 

Sawyer,  Kenneth  E.,  Insp.  W.  U.  Tel. 

167  Lowell  St. 

Scanlon,  Walter  A.,  Clerk 

331  Haven  St. 

Schaeffer,  Frank  W.,  Ass’t.  Eng. 

74  Prescott  St. 

Sherman,  Herbert  L.,  Store  Manager 

27  Hanscom  Ave. 

Skidmore,  Roy  C.,  R.  R.  Clerk 

69  Hanscom  Ave. 

Skinner,  Arthur  E.,  Broker 

56  Prescott  St. 

Stalliday,  Clarence  J.,  Agent 

64  Pearl  St. 

Stevens,  Frank  M.,  Insurance 

14  School  St. 

Stewart,  Edward  B.,  Salesman 

18  School  St. 

Stratton,  Charles  P.,  Elec.  Insp. 

174  Bancroft  Ave. 

Sullivan,  Charles  A.,  Shoecutter 

11  Winthrop  Ave. 

Sullivan,  Martin  V.  B.,  Wool  Salesman 

93  Summer  Ave. 

Surrette,  Leo  A.,  Trav.  Frt.  Agt. 

11  Temple  St. 

Taber,  George  A.,  Con.  Engineer 

1000  Main  St. 

Turner,  Harry  A.,  Painter 

17  Highland  St. 

Viall,  Milton  B.,  Clerk 

175  Bancroft  Ave. 

Wade,  Alfred  P.,  Salesman 

259  Summer  Ave. 

Wall,  John  T.,  Jr.,  Mail  Clerk 

14  Warren  Ave. 

Walsh,  John  J.,  Jr.,  Clerk 

20  Sweetser  Ave. 

Whelpley,  George  E.,  Clerk 

430  West  St. 

Whitehouse,  Robert  N.,  Bank  Clerk 

164  Pearl  St. 

Wiberg,  Swen  0.,  Nurseryman 

443  West  St. 

Widell,  John  M.,  Clerk 

8 Glenn  Rd. 
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TOWN  WARRANT 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  Town  Affairs  to  meet  in  Security  Hall, 
Woburn  Street  in  said  Reading  on 

Monday,  the  Fourth  Day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1940 

at  seven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz : 

Article  1.  To  bring  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  Moderator  for 
one  year;  Town  Clerk,  for  one  year;  one  member  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  for  three  years ; one  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  for 
three  years;  Treasurer  for  one  year;  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one  year; 
two  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  for  three  years ; two 
Constables,  for  one  year;  Tree  Warden,  for  one  year;  one  member  of 
the  Municipal  Light  Board,  for  three  years;  one  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  for  three  years ; two  members  of  the  School  Committee,  for 
three  years;  two  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  for  three  years;  two 
members  of  the  Planning  Board,  for  three  years ; two  members  of 
the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees,  for  three  years. 

And  to  bring  in  their  votes  “Yes”  or  “No”  on  the  following  question: 

“Shall  section  twenty-six  to  thirty-one  H,  inclusive,  of  Chapter 
thirty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  estab- 
lish contributory  retirement  systems  for  their  employees,  be  accepted?” 

And  to  meet  in  Security  Hall,  Woburn  Street,  on 

Monday,  the  Eleventh  Day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1940 

at  seven  forty-five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles  : 

Article  2.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men, Town  Accountant,  Treasurer,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Board  of  Assess- 
ors, Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  Clerk,  Tree  Warden,  Board  of 
Health,  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  School  Committee,  Public  Library 
Trustees,  Municipal  Light  Board,  Cemetery  Trustees,  Planning  Board, 
Finance  Committee,  and  any  other  Boards  and  Special  Committees. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Spe- 
cial Committees  and  determine  what  instructions  shall  be  given  Town 
Officers  and  Special  Committees. 

Article  4.  To  determine  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  for  General  Government,  Protection  of  Persons  and  Prop- 
erty, Health  and  Sanitation,  Board  of  Public  Works,  including  High- 
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ways,  Sidewalks,  Drainage,  Common  Parks  and  Supervised  Play,  Water 
Department  and  Sewer  Department,  Charities  and  Aid,  Soldiers’  Bene- 
fits, Public  Schools,  Public  Library,  Cemeteries,  Memorial  Day  Ob- 
servance, Municipal  Light  Department,  Street  Lighting,  Maturing  Debt, 
Interest,  Insurance  and  General  Accounts. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from 
time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  begin- 
ning January  1,  1941,  and  to  issue  a note  or  notes  therefor  payable 
within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as-  may  be  given 
for  a period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17, 
Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

Town  Treasurer. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  foreclosing  in  the  Land  Court  pursuant  to  provisions 
of  Section  65  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws,  the  right  of  redemption 
to  any  and  all  real  estate  taken  by  the  Town  for  non-payment  of 
taxes,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Treasurer. 

Article  7.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  Reserve  Fund  as  provided  by  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General 
Laws,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  payment  of  unpaid  bills  of  1939,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars  ($600.00)  for  the  care  of  the  graves  of  any  per- 
sons who  have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  of  the 
United  States,  in  time  of  war  or  insurrection,  and  who  have  been 
honorably  discharged  from  such  service,  as  provided  by  Section  22, 
Chapter  115,  General  Laws,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a sum  sufficent 
to  pay  the  County  of  Middlesex  as  required  by  law  on  account  of  assess- 
ments levied  on  the  Town  for  its  share  of  the  principal  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Funding  Lean,  Act  of  1932  bonds  matur- 
ing in  1940,  issued  in  compliance  with  Chapter  10,  Acts  of  1932,  also 
for  any  other  indebtedness  incurred  and  outstanding  uder  said  Chapter 
10,  also  for  the  Town’s  share  of  the  cost  and  interest  on  said  bonds 
due  in  1940,  also  the  care,  maintenance,  and  repair  of  said  hospital  for 
1939  and  including  interest  on  Temporary  Notes  issued  therefor  in 
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accordance  with  sections  of  Chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws  appli- 
cable therefor,  and  for  all  other  expenses  in  connection  therewith,  in- 
cluding Chapter  400,  Section  25G  (6)  (a)  of  Acts  of  1936,  determine 
how  the  money  shall  be  raised  or  in  any  way  act  thereon. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will,  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be 
held  in  March,  1941  and  thereafter,  vote  to  elect  the  Tree  Warden  for 
the  term  of  three  years  instead  of  for  the  term  of  one  year  or  what 
it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate, 
under  authority  of  Chapter  115  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  public  entertainment  at  the  time  of  the  National  Convention 
of  the  American  Legion  during  the  current  year,  such  fund  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  what  it 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  13.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrow- 
ing or  otherwise,  and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  a ladder  truck 
for  the  Fire  Department,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board,  of  Selectmen. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  bor- 
rowing or  otherwise  and  appropriate  for  W.  P.  A.  expense,  including  ad- 
ministrative, truck  hire,  equipment  and  materials,  or  what  it  will  do 
in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  and  direct 
the  Board  of  Assessors  to  use  an  amount  of  available  free  cash  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($15,000)  in  computing  the  tax  rate 
of  1940,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  forty-three  cents  ($434.43) 
to  balance  overdraft  in  Snow  and  Ice  Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in 
relation  thereto. 

Town  Accountant. 

Article  17.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  regarding  the 
installation  of  additional  street  lights  on  the  public  streets  during  1940, 
or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Municipal  Light  Board. 
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Article  18.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
the  Cemetery  Reserve  for  the  permanent  development  of  Laurel  Hill 
and  Forest  Glen  Cemeteries,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  -thereto. 

Cemetery  Trustees. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  vote  relating  to 
the  erection  of  the  Elementary  School  Building  on  Pearl  Street,  adopted 
under  Article  3 of  the  warrant  for  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held 
September  29,  1938,  so  as  to  increase  the  amount  appropriated  from 
$195,858.  to  $198,136.,  all  other  provisions  of  said  vote  to  remain  un- 
changed, or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

School  Committee. 

Article  20.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  use  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  21.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  further  development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage,  or  what  it  will 
do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  22.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Town  Dump  on  John  Street,  or  what  it 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works.. 

Article  23.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  Harnden  Street  fronn 
Main  Street  to  Salem  Street,  and  Salem  Street  from  Harnden  Street 
to  Main  Street,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  known  as  Pinevale  Avenue,  under  the  provisions  of 
law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highway  being 
laid  out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Sur- 
vey and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public 
way  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Pinevale  Avdnue,  and 
to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said 
laying  out  and  the  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  known  as  Vista  Avenue,  under  the  provisions  of 
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law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highway  being 
laid  out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statu- 
tory requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Vista  Avenue,  and  to  see 
what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying 
out  and  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway  of  a 
private  way  known  as  John  Carver  Road,  under  the  provisions  of  law 
authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid  out 
in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statutory 
requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid  out 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  John  Carver  Road,  and  to  see  what 
sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and 
the  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  known  as  Westcroft  Road,  under  the  provisions  of 
law  authorizing  assessments  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statu- 
tory requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid 
out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Westcroft  Road,  and  to  see  what 
sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and 
ihe  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  28.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  resurfacing  the  Mineral  Street  Bridge, 
or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway 
of  a private  way  known  as  Eaton  Street,  under  the  provisions  of  law 
authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highway  being  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  plan  duly  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the  statutory 
requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public  way  laid 
out  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Eaton  Street,  and  to  see  what 


sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying  out  and 
the  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents  ($273.26) 
to  reimburse  the  Town  of  Wakefield  on  account  of  an  overpayment  in 
Welfare  Department  charges  claimed  by  the  Town  of  Reading  against 
the  Town  of  Wakefield,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

Article  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions 
of  Section  21  to  35  inclusive  of  Chapter  136  of  the  General  Laws,  which 
said  section  permit  certain  sports  on  the  Lord’s  Day  and  the  charging 
of  admission  fees  or  the  taking  of  collections  at  any  such  sport  or 
games  or  the  receiving  of  remuneration  by  any  person  in  charge  of,  or 
participating  therein,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Clarence  Doucette  and  others. 

Article  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a sum 
of  money  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  preparation,  publication  and 
distribution,  of  a list  giving  location  of  all  parcels  of  real  estate,  in- 
cluding area,  and  the  assessment  on  land  and  on  buildings  in  the  Town  of 
Reading  for  the  year  1940,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Earl  W.  Adams  and  others. 

Articde  34.  To  see  if  the  Town  for  the  purpose  of  providing  suit- 
able headquarters  for  Reading  Post  62  of  the  American  Legion,  will 
vote  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  lease,  in  be- 
half of  the  Town,  the  premises  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Ash 
Street  known  as  Victory  House  for  the  term  of  one  year  and  upon  such 
further  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine  and  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Hundred  ($1500.00)  Dollars  as  rent  for 
said  premises  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Frank  A.  Gallagher  and  others. 

Article  35.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  further  development  of  the  Town  Forest  or  what  it  will  do  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

Committee  on  Re-Forestation. 

Article  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  dollars  ($400.00)  for  Child  Welfare  Work,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Reading  Visiting  Nurse  Association  and  the 
Board  of  Health,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Inez  H.  Damon  and  others. 

Article  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  By-Laws 
for  the  Construction  of  Buildings  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  Section  36 
a new  Section  as  follows : — Section  36  A.  “New  Shingles,  regardless  of 
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type  or  composition  shall  not  be  laid  over  existing  wood  shingles.  All 
existing  wood  shingles  must  be  removed  and  a layer  of  paper  applied 
to  the  roof  boarding  before  new  shingles  are  laid. 

Chief  Hugh  L.  Eames. 

The  polls  at  the  election  Marth  4th  will  be  open  at  7 o’clock  A.  M. 
and  will  close  at  8 o’clock  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  an  attested 
copy  thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  Town,  not  less  than 
seven  days  prior  to  March  4th,  1940,  the  date  set  for  the  meeting  in 
said  warrant,  and  to  cause  the  warrant  to  be  published  in  the  Reading 
Chronicle  one  day  at  least  prior  to  said  date. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  or  before  the  time  appointed  for 
such  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1940. 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 
NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICER’S  RETURN 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Reading,  Mass.,  February  21,  1940. 

By  virtue  of  this  Warrant,  I this  day  warned  and  notified  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Reading  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and 
Town  affairs  to  meet  in  the  place  and  at  the  time  specified  in  said 
Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies  in  the  following  public  places  within 
the  Town  of  Reading. 

Municipal  Building  Austin’s  Lunch 

Lyceum  Hall  Building  Danforth’s  Drug  Store 

Reading  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  1 Weadick’s  Drug  Store 
Reading  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  2 M.  F.  Charles’  Store 
Reading  Police  Station  Haven  Spa 

Masonic  Hall  Building  B.  & M.  Railroad  Station 

The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  March  4,  1940 
the  date  set  for  said  meeting. 

I also  caused  the  attested  to  be  printed  in  the  Reading  Chronicle 
date  of  March  1,  1940,  the  same  being  at  least  one  day  prior  to  the 
date  set  for  said  meeting. 

J.  W.  SIAS,  Constable  of  Reading. 
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ANNUAL  ELECTION  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 
Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  March  4,  1940 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  Return, 
a Town  Meeting  was  held  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  therein  specified, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Acting  Town  Clerk,  Warren  F.  Charles. 
The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Acting  Town  Clerk,  when  on 
motion  of  J.  Winthrop  Sias  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  read- 
ing of  the  Warrant,  except  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon,  which 
was  duly  read  by  the  Acting  Town  Clerk.  The  Ballot  Boxes  were 
examined  and  found  empty,  and  the  keys  were  delivered  to  the  Con- 
stable, J.  Winthrop  Sias. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  to  serve 
as  Election  Officers  and  sworn  by  the  Acting  Town  Clerk. 

Ballot  Boxes 

R.  Minnie  K.  Eames,  8 Pratt  St. 

D.  Charles  A.  Sullivan,  11  Winthrop  Ave. 

Ballot  Clerks 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  25  Arlington  St. 

D.  William  Carney,  35  Park  Avenue. 

Checkers 

R.  Vaughan  F.  Burnham,  89  Highland  St. 

R.  Mabel  F.  Bennett,  38  Highland  St. 

R.  M.  Louise  Classen,  13  Chute  St. 

R.  Helen  E.  DeCoster,  14  Grand  St. 

R.  Florence  J.  Maxon,  11  Mineral  St. 

R.  Winifred  E.  McClintock,  188  Wakefield  St. 

R.  Harriett  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

R.  Jessie  N.  Thaxter,  11  Winter  St. 

D.  Charles  McKenney,  18  Arlington  St. 

D.  John  Murray,  61  Vine  St. 

D.  Mary  C.  Barrett,  38  Warren  Ave. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

D.  Catherine  E.  Reilly,  67  Mineral  St. 

D.  Nellie  E.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

Counters 

R.  Dorothy  A.  Ambler,  265  Lowell  St. 

R.  M.  Louise  Classen,  13  Chute  St. 

R.  Eleanora  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  12  Arlington  St. 

R.  Sadie  B.  Riseman,  96  Washington  St. 

R.  William  E.  Bloom,  154  Woburn  St. 

R.  Vaughan  Burnham,  89  Highland  St. 

R.  William  Campbell,  55  Salem  St. 

R.  Joseph  W.  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 
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R.  Oren  L.  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

R.  Robert  F.  Nichols,  65  Lowell  St. 

R.  Harold  Flater,  33  Minot  St. 

R.  Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr.,  134  Pearl  St. 

R.  Herbert  A.  Tibbetts,  187  High  St. 

R.  C.  Robert  Heselton,  17  Berkeley  St. 

R.  George  E.  Parker,  Weston  Road. 

R.  Joseph  W.  Mount,  10  Lind’en  St. 

R.  Harry  Goodwin,  10  Torre  St. 

R.  Bernard  Schimpfke,  179  West  St. 

R.  Robert  Shannon,  339  Haven  St. 

R.  Alfred  W.  Rooney,  15  Willow  St. 

R.  William  R.  Zwicker,  26  Charles  St. 

R.  Charles  R.  Herrick,  1243  Main  St. 

R.  Robert  Hickman,  65  Charles  St. 

D.  Walter  Collins,  179  Green  St. 

D.  Francis  J.  Thornton,  58  Hancock  St. 

D.  John  F.  Cummings,  25  Temple  St. 

D.  Edgar  Davis,  7 Michelini  Lane  i 

D.  Margaret  Thornton,  10  Minot  St. 

D.  Catherine  Winslow,  2 Warren  Ave. 

D.  George  Meaney,  Jr.,  42  Hancock  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  18  Bancroft  Ave. 

D.  Carl  H.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  90  Washington  St. 

D.  David  J.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

D.  Melvin  Talbot,  87  Green  St. 

D.  Margaret  M.  Sumner,  1 Center  Ave. 

D.  Virginia  M.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

D.  Rose  A.  Gadbois,  8 Maple  St. 

D.  George  Robbins,  48  Park  Ave. 

D.  S.  S.  Spellman,  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

D.  Frederick  Ryland,  16  Center  Ave. 

D.  John  J.  Galvin,  17  Winthrop  Ave. 

D.  Marie  M.  Day,  18  Elm  St. 

D.  J.  Edward  Fleming,  16  Green  St. 

D.  Margaret  Greene,  7 Warren  Ave. 

Tabulators 

R.  Harry  Goodwin,  10  Torre  St. 

D.  Walter  Scanlon,  339  Haven  St. 

The  polls  were  duly  opened  at  7 o’clock  A.  M.,  and  closed  at  8 
o’clock  P.  M.,  with  the  following  results.  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast  2922. 

Moderator  for  One  Year 


Charles  P.  Howard,  186  Summer  Ave. 2064 

Blanks  858 
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Town  Clerk  for  One  Year 

Norman  P.  Charles,  83  Bancroft  Ave.  1152 

Ralph  F.  Conti,  61  Prescott  St 248 

William  J.  Greene.  7 Warren  Ave 256 

Norman  W.  Haines,  32  Thorndike  St 658 

Ralph  S.  Keneely,  189  Haven  St 436 

Robert  B.  Mount,  Jr.,  293  Ash  St.  157 

Blanks  15 

Selectmen  for  Three  Years 

Carl  W.  Goodridge,  206  Bancroft  Ave 2397 

Blanks  525 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  Three  Years 

Miles  C.  Higgins,  8 Sanborn  St 1621 

Wilfred  E.  Pratt,  332  Summer  Ave 1115 

Blanks  186 

Assessor  for  Three  Years 

Arthur  S.  Cook,  73  Bancroft  Ave 2001 

Henry  Q.  Millett,  69  Linden  St 722 

Blanks  199 

Treasurer  for  One  Year 

Preston  F.  Nichols,  68  Linden  St 2561 

Blanks  361 

Tax  Collector  for  One  Year 

Grace  V.  Viall,  52  Bancroft  Ave 2450 

Blanks  472 

Board  of  Public  Works  for  Three  Years 

Edward  A.  Brophy,  942  Main  St 1906 

Reuben  C.  Erickson,  34  Willow  St 1162 

Harold  W.  Putnam,  147  Bancroft  Ave 2023 

Blanks  753 

Two  Constables  for  One  Year 

Leon  G.  Bent,  767  Main  St 2434 

J.  Winthrop  Sias,  43  Salem  St.  2378 

Blanks  1032 

Tree  Warden  for  One  Year 

Henry  M.  Donegan,  21  Federal  St 2545 

Blanks  377 
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Municipal  Light  Board  for  Three  Years 

Louis  Ellenwood,  18  Gould  St 1630 

Harold  A.  Snow,  72  Cross  St 1156 

Blanks  136 

Board  of  Health  for  Three  Years 

Edward  M.  Halligan,  37  Salem  St 2527 

Blanks  395 

Two  Members  School  Committee  for  Three  Years 

Norman  L.  Duncan,  54  Longview  Rd 2363 

Esther  D.  Twombly,  47  Highland  St 2442 

Blanks  1039 

Two  Trustees  Public  Library  for  Three  Years 

C.  Nelson  Bishop,  60  Hillcrest  Road  2388 

Warren  L.  Fletcher,  57  Highland  St 2475 

Blanks  981 

Two  Trustees  Cemeteries  for  Three  Years 

Frank  L.  Edgerley,  743  Main  St 2505 

Fred  L.  Nutter,  47  Linden  St 2431 

Blanks  908 

Planning  Board  for  Three  Years 

Richard  F.  Drew,  7 Lewis  St 1905 

Winthrop  D.  Parker,  1 Charles  St 2195 

Dana  F.  Perkins,  75  De’ering  St 959 

Blanks  785 

“Shall  section  twenty-six  to  thirty-one,  H,  inclusive  of  Chapter 
thirty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  es- 
tablish contributory  retirement  systems  for  their  employees,  be  ac- 
cepted”? 

Yes  1601 

No  677 

Blanks  644 

The  votes  were  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  Meeting,  and 
the  ballots  were  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  Town  Clerk,  whereupon 
it  was  voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  7 :45  o’clock  P.  M.  Monday,  March 
11,  1940. 

Attest:  NORMAN  P.  CHARLES, 

Asst.  Town  Clerk. 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

.'Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.  March  11,  1940. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  Charles  P. 
Howard.  The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  but  on 
motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further 
reading  of  the  Warrant  except  the  the  Constable’s  Return,  which  was 
then  read  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  following  were  appointed  checkers : 

R.  Jessie  N.  Thaxter,  11  Winter  St. 

D.  S.  S.  Spellman,  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

R.  Joseph  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  Ar- 
ticle 2 be  laid  on  the  table. 

Article  3.  On  Motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
following  be  chosen  as  Measurer’s  of  Lumber  for  the  ensuing  year : 
Ora  L.  Milbury 
Burton  K.  Symonds 
William  R.  Zwicker 
Edward  A.  Brophy 

and  that  the  following  be  chosen  to  serve  as  Measurers  of  Wood 
and  Bark: 

Percy  N.  Sweetser 
Burton  K.  Symonds 
Thomas  F.  Brogan 

On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  lay  Article  3 on 
the  Table. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $27,194.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  General  Government 


as  follows : 

Selectmen’s  Expenses  $ 500.00 

Selectmen’s  Clerical  1,310.00 

Town  Accountant’s  Salary 2,000.00 

Treasurer’s  Salary  1,200.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses  700.00 

Treasurer’s  Clerical  350.00 

Collector’s  Salary  2,300.00* 

Collector’s  Expenses  1,000.00 

Collector’s  Clerical  700.00 

Assessors’  Salaries  1,800.00 


*And  that  all  fees  received  by  the  Tax  Collector  be  paid  into  the 
Town  Treasury. 
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Assessors’  Expenses  1,300.00 

Assessors’  Clerical  2,444.00 

Block  System  Survey 100.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Salary 1,000.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses  425.00 

Registrars’  Salaries  315.00 

Registrars’  Expenses,  Special  1,100.00 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses  2,500.00 

Planning  Board  Expenses  450.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  3,500.00 

Municipal  Building  Maintenance  2,200.00 


$ 27,194.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
salary  and  compensation  of  the  Town  Clerk  be  and  the  same  hereby  is 
fixed  at  $1,000.00  annually  and  that  there  be  raised  and  appropriated 
therefor  the  sum  of  $864.55,  and  that  there  be  further  raised  and  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  $600.00  to  cover  the  Town  Clerk’s  Expenses,  and 
that  all  fees  and  charges  of  the  Town  Clerk  allowed  by  law  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Town  Treasury. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $93,285.76  b’e  raised  and  appropriated  for  Protection  of  Persons 


and  Property  as  follows  : 

Police  Dept.  Salaries  $ 37,170.00 

Police  Dept.  Maintenance  4,570.00 

Police  Station  Maintenance  1,425.00 

Fire  Dept.  Salaries  19,957.76 

Fire  Dept.,  Callmen  3,546.00' 

O.  O.  Ordway  Pension  1,300.00' 

Fire  Dept.  Maintenance  3,735.00* 

Fire  Stations  Maintenance  1,220.00 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  1,550.00 

Fire  Alarm  Extension  3,000.00 

Hydrant  Rentals  5,562.00 

Moth  Dept 5,200.00 

Tree  Warden  Maintenance 3,200.00 

Inspector  of  Buildings  Salary  500.00 

Inspector  of  Wires  Salary  200.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Salary 500.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses 250.00 

Game  Warden  Salary  100.00 

Dog  Officer  Salary  300.00 


$ 93,285.76 

including  Travel  outside  the  State. 
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Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  $10,140.25  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Health  and  Sanitation 


as  follows : 

Board  of  Health  Salaries  $ 300.00 

Board  of  Health  Expenses  225.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  Salary  565.25 

Inspector  of  Animals  Salary  200.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food  Salary  200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases  5,500.00 

Garbage  Collection  2,500.00 

Dental  Clinic  650.00 


$ 10,140.25 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Kittie  M.  Bangs  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thirteen  thousand  and  seventy  dollars  ($113,070.00) 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Charities  and  Aid,  as  follows : 


General  Aid  $ 42,500.00 

General  Aid  Administrative  4,500.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  18,000.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Administrative  570.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  45,000.00' 

Old  Age  Assistance  Administrative  2,500.00 


$113,070.00' 

(as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee) 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted: 

Moved : That  the  sum  of  $13,200.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
Soldiers’  Benefits,  as  follows : 


State  Aid $ 600.00' 

Military  Aid  900.00 

Soldiers’  Relief  11,700.00 


$ 13,200.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Henry  R.  Johnson  it  was  voted  that 
there  be  included  in  the  tax  levy,  for  electricity  used  for  street  lights, 
the  sum  of  Fourteen  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  and  that  said 
sum  and  the  income  from  sales  of  electricity  to  private  consumers  and 
for  electricity  supplied  to  municipal  buildings,  and  for  municipal  power, 
and  from  sales  of  appliances  and  jobbing  during  the  current  fiscal 
year  be  appropriated  for  the  Municipal  Lighting  Plant,  and  that  the 
sum  of  Twelve  Thousand  Dollars  be  appropriated  from  the  said  re- 
ceipts of  the  department  for  the  sale,  installation  and  servicing  of 
merchandise,  equipment,  utensils  and  chattels,  as  provided  in  Section 
34  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws,  said  appropriations  to  be  ex- 
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pended  by  the  Manager  of  Municipal  Lighting,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Municipal  Light  Board,  for  the  expense  of  the  plant,  in- 
cluding the  sale,  installation  and  servicing  of  merchandise,  equipment, 
utensils  and  chattels,  as  defined  in  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws, 
or  any  amendments  thereof  or  additions  thereto,  and  that  if  said  sum 
and  said  income  shall  exceed  said  expense  for  said  fiscal  year  by  the 
sum  of  Twenty-Six  Thousand  Dollars,  said  excess  up  to  $26,000  shall 
be  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  the  balance  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Construction  Fund  of  said  plant  and  appropriated  and 
used  for  such  additions  thereto  as  may  thereafter  be  authorized  by 
the  Municipal  Light  Board,  and  that  the  unexpended  balance,  in  the 
New  Building  Fund,  of  Fifty-four  Dollars  and  nine  cents  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Construction  Fund  of  the  plant. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Frank  Tanner  it  was  voted: 

Moved : That  the  sum  of  $251,013.92  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  School  Department,  divided  as  follows : 

General  Salaries  $196,739.08 

General  Maintenance,  Including  Travel  Outside  of  State  . . 42,924.84 

Industrial  Tuition  1,350.00 

School  Lunches,  Cafeterias  10,000.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Louis  M.  Lyons  it  was  voted  that  the 
town  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  the  Library  for  the 
coming  year  the  sum  of  $8,875.00. 

Salaries  $ 5,500.00 

Maintenance  3,375.00 


$ 8,875.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Clarence  C.  White  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Nine  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($9,500.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  Cemeteries,  Eight  Thousand  ($8,000)  Dollars  to  be 
^expended  for  maintenance,  care  and  development  of  Laurel  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, and  One  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($1,500)  Dollars  for  main- 
tenance, care  and  development  of  Forest  Glen  Cemetery,  including  travel 
outside  the  state. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $600.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Memorial  Day  Observance, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  Post  No.  62,  American  Legion. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $5,172.50  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Interest,  not  including 
Water,  Light  and  Sewer. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $45,000.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Maturing  Debt,  not 
including  Water  and  Light. 
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Article  4.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  Forty-Nine  Thousand,  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
Five  ($149,885.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  as  follows : 

Salaries,  office  supplies  and  expenses  $ 6,335.00 


Repairs,  construction  and  maintenance  of  highways,  setting 
curb,  purchase  or  otherwise  acquiring  land  for  sand 
and  gravel  purposes,  purchase  of  materials,  tools  and 
equipment  and  any  other  incidental  expenses  pertaining 

thereto  45,000.00 

Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  17,000.00 

Sidewalk  Construction  and  Maintenance  7,000.00 

Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  3,500.00 

Park  Department  and  Common  Maintenance  and  Super- 
vised Play  4,750.00 

Drinking  Fountains  100.00 

Connecting  Estates  with  Common  Sewer  1,700.00 


Maintenance,  operation  and  construction  of  Water  Works, 
payment  of  water  bonds  and  interest  including  travel 
outside  the  state,  of  which  appropriation  the  sum  of 


$4,097.34  is  to  be  taken  from  the  unexpended  balance  on 

hand  in  the  Water  Reserve  on  January  1,  1940  53,000.00 

Maintenance,  operation  and  extension  of  the  Sewer  System, 

payment  of  interest  on  sewer  bonds  11,500.00 


$149,885.00 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  $14,035.57  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Insurance. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Thirteen  Thousand  ($13,000.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  employ- 
ment of  labor  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  highways, 
sidewalks,  drainage,  common,  parks,  water  works  and  sewers. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  lay 
Article  4 on  the  Table. 

Article  5.  On  motion  of  Preston  F.  Nichols  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1941  and  to  issue 
a note  or  notes  therefor  payable  within  one  (1)  year  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a period  of  less  than  one  (1)  year  in 
accordance  with  Section  17  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  6.  On  motion  of  Preston  F.  Nichols  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $300.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting 
titles  in  the  Land  Court  by  foreclosure  of  all  rights  of  redemption  to 
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real  estate  taken  by  the  Town  for  non-payment  of  taxes  previous  to 
the  year  1939,  and  the  Town  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  take  all  necessary  proceedings  to  perfect  such  titles  in 
the  Land  Court. 

Article  7.  On  motion  of  Leon  G.  Bent  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $4,000.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  Reserve  Fund  in  ac- 
cordance with  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws. 

Article  8.  On  motion  of  Leon  G.  Bent  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  $100.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  unpaid  bills  in  1939. 

Article  9.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $600.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  care  of  graves  of 
any  persons  who  have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  of 
the  United  States,  in  time  of  war  or  insurrection,  and  who  have  been 
honorably  discharged  from  such  service,  as  provided  by  Section  22, 
Chapter  115,  General  Laws. 

Article  10.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that 
the  sum  of  $3000.00,  this  being  the  town’s  share  of  the  principal  of 
the  Middlesex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Funding  Loan,  Acts  of 
1932  bonds  maturing  in  1940,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated, 
and  that  a further  sum  of  $318.75  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  on 
account  of  interest  and  other  charges  on  account  thereof.  That  a fur- 
ther sum  of  $4,770.26  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  the  Town’s 
share  of  the  net  cost  of  care,  maintenance,  and  repairs  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Hospital,  including  interest  on  Temporary  Notes  issued 
therefor,  in  accordance  with  sections  of  Chapter  111  of  the  General 
Laws  applicable  thereto,  including  Chapter  400,  Section  25G  (6)  (a) 
of  the  Acts  of  1936.  Total  $8,089.01. 

Article  11.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that,  at 

the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  March,  1941,  and  thereafter,  the  Tree 

Warden  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years  instead  of  for  the 
term  of  one  year. 

Article  12.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 

sum  of  Three  Hundred  ($300)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  under 

authority  of  Chapter  115  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding public  entertainment  at  the  time  of  the  National  Convention  of 
the  American  Legion  during  the  year  1940,  such  fund  to  be  expended 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  13.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  that  the  sum  of 
Fourteen  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($14,500)  Dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a ladder  truck  for  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  necessary  equipment  therefor,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  said  sum,  Five  Thousand  ($5,000)  Dollars  th’ereof  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  current  year’s  tax  levy,  and  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
borrow  for  the  above  purposes  the  sum  of  Nine  Thousand  Five  Hun- 
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■dred  ($9,500)  Dollars  and  to  issue  therefor  bonds  or  notes  of  the 
Town  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General 
Daws  and  Acts  amendatory  thereof  and  in  addition  thereto  so  that  the 
whole  of  the  said  loan  shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  five  years  or  at 
such  earlier  time  as  the  Treasurer  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  may 
determine  and  such  bonds  or  notes  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer 
and  countersigned  by  the  Selectmen. 

This  being  a Bond  Issue  a two  thirds  vote  is  necessary. 

238  voted  “yes”  and  140  voted  “No”.  The  motion  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Article  14.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  W.  P.  A.  expenses,  including  administrative,  truck  hire,  equipment 
and  materials  and  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow 
"Thirty  Thousand  Dollars  ($30,000.00)  under  authority  of  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  and  to  issue  bonds  or 
notes  therefor,  said  bonds  or  notes  to  bear  on  their  face  the  words, 
“Town  of  Reading,  Municipal  Relief  Loan  Act  of  1939”  and  to  be  pay- 
able in  accordance  with  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  and  said 
Chapter  72  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  so  that  the  whole  loan  should  be 
paid  in  not  more  than  five  years  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the  first 
bond  or  note,  or  at  such  earlier  time  as  the  Emergency  Finance  Board 
may  determine. 

Article  14.  This  being  a Bond  Issue,  a two  thirds  vote  is  necessary 
392  voted  “Yes”  and  1 voted  “No”.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Article  15.  On  motion  of  Leon  G.  Bent  it  was  voted  to  indefinitely 
postpone  this  article. 

Newell  H.  Morton  rose  to  a point  of  ord'er  and  made  a motion  that 
the  Town  Meeting  take  a rising  vote  and  observe  one  minute  of  silence 
in  memory  of  former  Town  Clerk  Millard  F.  Charles. 

Article  16.  On  motion  of  Leon  G.  Bent  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  ($434.43)  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  balance  overdraft  in  Snow  and 
Ice  Account. 

Article  17.  On  motion  of  Henry  Johnson,  it  was  voted  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  Article  17  be  referred  to  the  Municipal  Light  Board,  and 
that  said  Board  be  and  it  hereby  is  authorized  to  install  such  additional 
street  lights  as  in  its  judgment  are  required  and  to  make  such  changes 
in  the  size,  type  and  location  of  existing  street  lights  as  it  may  deem 
advisable,  the  expense  of  same  to  be  paid  from  the  income  of  the  plant. 

Article  18.  On  motion  of  Clarence  C.  White,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  appropriate  from  the  Cemetery  Reserve  Fund,  receipts  from  the 
sale  of  lots  and  graves  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  Forest  Glen  Ceme- 
tery the  sum  of  Thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  ($1,350)  Dollars.  One  thou- 
sand ($1,000)  Dollars  for  the  maintenance,  care,  improvement  and  em- 
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bellishment  of  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  Three  hundred  and  fifty  ($350) 
Dollars  for  the  maintenance,  care,  improvement  and  embellishment  of 
Forest  Glen  Cemetery,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  15  of  Chapter 
114  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  19.  On  motion  of  Frank  D.  Tanner,  it  was  voted  that  the 
vote  relating  to  the  erection  of  the  Elementary  School  Building  on  Pearl 
Street  adopted  under  Article  3 of  the  warrant  for  the  special  Town 
Meeting  held  Sept.  29,  1938,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  amended  so  as 
to  increase  the  amount  appropriated  thereunder  from  One  Hundred 
Ninety-five  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Fifty-eight  ($195,858)  Dollars  to 
One  Hundred  Ninety-eight  Thousand  One  Hundred  Thirty-six  ($198,136) 
Dollars,  all  other  provisions  of  said  vote  to  remain  unchanged. 

Article  20.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Eight  Thousand  ($8,000.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  use  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  21.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Seven  thousand  ($7,000.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  the  further  development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage. 

Article  22.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  One  Thousand  Two  Hundred  ($1,200.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  Town  Dump  on  John 
Street. 

Article  23.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis,  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Two  thousand  two  hundred  ($2,200.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  constructing  Harnden 
Street  from  Main  to  Salem  Street,  and  Salem  Street  from  Harnden 
Street  to  Main  Street. 

Article  13.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsmith  it  was  voted  to  reconsider 
Article  13,  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  that  the  sum  of  Fourteen  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  ($14,500)  Dollars  be  and  the  same  is  raised  and  appropri- 
ated for  the  purchase  for  the  Fire  Department  of  a ladder  truck  and  the 
necessary  equipment  therefor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  said  sum, 
Five  Thousand  ($5,000)  Dollars  thereof  shall  be  included  in  the  current 
year’s  tax  levy,  and  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  for  the  above  pur- 
pose the  sum  of  Nine  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($9,500)  Dollars  and  to 
issue  therefor  bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  and  Acts  amendatory 
thereof  and  in  addition  thereto  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  loan  shall 
be  paid  in  not  more  than  five  years  or  at  such  earlier  time  as  the  Treas- 
urer and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  may  determine  and  said  bonds  or 
notes  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  countersigned  by  the  Select- 
men. 

This  being  a Bond  issue  a two  thirds  vote  is  necessary.  326  voted 
“Yes”  and  38  voted  “No”.  The  motion  was  carried. 
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Article  24 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Laying  Out  of  Pinevale 
Avenue  Extension 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  deter- 
mined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require  the 
laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the 
assessment  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter  des- 
cribed, having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice 
to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there 
heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a 
town  way  for  the  use  of  the  town  running  Southerly  from  the  Southerly 
extremity  of  Pinevale  Avenue  as  accepted  as  a Town  Way  March  16, 
1931,  substantially  as  and  in  the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as 
Pinevale  Avenue  Extension,  the  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said 
way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a Stone  Bound  set  at  the  South-Easterly  terminus  of 
Pinevale  Avenue  as  accepted  as  a town  way  March  16,  1931,  and  at  the 
Southerly  terminus  of  a curved  line  having  a radius  of  90.0  feet  and  a 
length  of  96.89  feet; 

Thence  continuing  in  a Southerly  direction  on  the  same  90.0  foot 
radius  by  lands  of  Alfred  Lindquist  and  lands  of  Stephen  E.  Meuse 
and  Edith  F.  Meuse,  a length  of  59.48  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  S.  18  degrees — 35’ — 20”  E.,  still  by  lands  of  said  Meuse  & 
ux,  a distance  of  35.62  feet  to  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  in  a general  Southeasterly  direction  by  a curved  line  hav- 
ing a radius  of  734.09  feet,  still  by  lands  of  said  Meuse  & ux,  by  lands 
of  Earl  H.  Magison  and  Bernice  B.  Magison  and  by  lands  of  Lizzie  V. 
Thorn,  a length  of  172.33  feet  to  a point ; 

Thence  S.  61  degrees — 2 7’ — 40”  W.,  by  lands  now  or  formerly  of 
Dewey  and  Ruth  B.  Nelson,  a distance  of  43.45  feet  to  a point; 

Thence  N.  5 degrees— 28’— 20”  W.,  by  lands  of  John  R.  Shepherd 
and  Ruth  R.  Shepherd,  a distance  of  17.03  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  in  a general  North-Westerly  direction  by  a curved  line  hav- 
ing a radius  of  694.09  feet,  still  by  lands  of  said  Shepherd  & ux,  and  by 
lands  of  Lulu  M.  MacMillen,  a length  of  162.94  feet  to  a stone  bound 
set  at  a point  of  tangent; 

Th-ence  N.  18  degrees— 35’— 20”  W.,  still  by  lands  of  said  MacMillen, 
a distance  of  35.62  feet  to  a stone  bound  set  at  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  in  a general  Northerly  direction  by  a curved  line  having  a 
radius  of  130.0  feet,  by  lands  of  John  R.  Hall  and  Jane  M.  Cummins,  a 
length  of  42.33  feet  to  a stone  bound  set  at  the  South-Westerly  terminus 
of  Pinevale  Avenue  as  accepted  March  16,  1931 ; 
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Thence  N.  56  degrees — 24’ — 20’*  E.,  by  the  Southerly  terminus  of 
Pinevale  Avenue  as  accepted  March  16,  1931,  a distance  of  53.87  feet  to 
the  Stone  Bound  at  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  en- 
titled “Extension  of  Pinevale  Avenue,  Reading,  Mass.,”  dated  October 
1939,  Board  of  Public  Works,  Philip  Welch,  Supt.,  said  Plan  being  a 
part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments, 
and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Pinevale  Avenue,  and  that  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  ninety-nine  ($599.00)  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  said  way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chm. 

HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Sec. 

ALEX  LINDSAY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading 

Wendell  P.  Davis  Moved:  That  the  Town  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a public  way  of  a private 
way  known  as  Pinevale  Avenue,  and  adopt  the  recommendations  con- 
tained therein,  ad  that  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Ninety-Nine  ($599.00) 
Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  construction 
of  the  said  way. 

Mr.  Hall  moved  that  Article  24  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  the  same 
was  not  voted. 

A vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Davis’  motion  and  on  a rising  vote 
138  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  105  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Article  25. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Laying  Out  of  Vista 
Avenue  Extension 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  deter- 
mined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessments  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter 
described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice 
to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met 
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at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there 
heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a 
town  way  for  the  use  of  the  town  running  Easterly  from  the  Easterly 
extremity  of  Vista  Avenue  as  accepted  as  a Town  Way  March  21,  1932 
to  Sunnyside  Avenue,  substantially  as  and  in  the  location  of  the  private 
way  known  as  Vista  Avenu’e  Extension,  the  boundaries  and  measure- 
ments of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  Northerly  side  line  of  said  Vista  Avenue, 
at  the  North-Easterly  extremity  of  Vista  Avenue  as  accepted  as  a Town 
Way  March  21,  1932; 

Thence  N.  70  degrees — 39’  E.,  by  lands  of  Beatrice  G.  Perry,  Gene- 
vieve B.  Kingman,  Russell  A.  Flint,  and  Bernice  L.  Flint,  a distance  of 
288.75  feet  to  a point  on  the  Westerly  side  line  of  Sunnyside  Avenue; 

Thence  turning  and  running  S.  19  degrees — -21’  E.,  along  said  West- 
erly side  lin'e  of  Sunnyside  Avenue,  a distance  of  40.07  feet  to  a point; 

Thence  turning  and  running  S.  70  degrees — 39’  W.,  by  lands  of  Viola 
A.  Miller  and  Sylvia  C.  Lewis,  Executrices  of  and  Trustees  under  will 
of  George  E.  Lang,  lands  of  Rawson  A.  Lufkin,  and  lands  of  Neil  C. 
Robinson  and  Clara  T.  Robinson,  a distance  of  286.46  feet  to  a point 
marking  the  South-Easterly  extremity  of  Vista  Avenue  as  accepted 
aforesaid ; 

Thence  turning  and  running  N.  19  degrees — 21’  W.,  by  the  Easterly 
terminus  of  the  previously  accepted  portion  of  Vista  Avenue,  a distance 
of  40.0  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  en- 
titled “Extension  of  Vista  Avenue,  Reading,  Mass.,”  dated  October  1939, 
Board  of  Public  Works,  Philip  Welch,  Supt.,  said  Plan  being  a part  of 
this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for 
this  improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments, 
and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known 
as  a public  town  way  and  named  Vista  Avenue,  and  that  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  seventy  and  fifty  one  hundredths  ($570.50)  dollars  be  raised 
and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  said 
way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chm. 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Sec. 

ALEX  LINDSAY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading 
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Article  25. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  ac- 
cept the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a 
public  way  of  a private  way  known  as  Vista  Avenue,  and  adopt  the 
recommendations  contained  therein,  and  that  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred 
Seventy  and  Fifty-One  Hundredths  ($570.50)  Dollars  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  the  said  way. 

Article  26. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Laying  out  of  John  Carver 
Road 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessment  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter 
described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice 
to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there 
heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a 
Town  Way  for  the  use  of  the  Town  running  Northerly  from  Priscilla 
Road  to  Hartshorn  Street,  substantially  as  and  in  the  locations  of  the 
private  way  known  as  John  Carver  Road  and  a portion  of  the  private 
way  known  as  Yale  Avenue,  the  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said 
way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a Stone  Bound  set  on  the  Northerly  side  line  of  Pris- 
cilla Road,  said  Bound  being  S.  74  degrees — 40’  E.,  a distance  of  86.76 
feet  from  a Stone  Bound  set  at  the  Easterly  extremity  of  a curve  in 
said  Northerly  side  line  of  said  Priscilla  Road  having  a radius  of  597.45 
feet  and  a length  of  164.49  feet ; 

Thence  by  a curve  East  to  North,  having  a radius  of  40.0  feet,  and 
by  lands  of  Hugh  Fraser  and  Jennie  E.  Fraser,  a length  of  85.52  feet  to  a 
point  of  tangent ; 

Thence  N.  12  degrees — 52’ — 00’’  W.,  still  by  lands  of  said  Fraser  & 
ux  and  lands  of  Walter  E.  Wilkinson,  Merton  F.  Littlefield  and  Jennie 
A.  Littlefield,  and  the  Easterly  extremity  of  Puritan  Road  as  accepted 
March  15,  1937,  a distance  of  320.10  feet  to  a Stone  Bound  set  at  a 
point  of  reverse  curve  at  the  intersection  of  the  Northerly  side  line  of 
Puritan  Road  with  the  Westerly  side  line  of  this  layout; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Right,  having  a radius  of  191.48  feet,  by 
lands  of  Evelyn  K.  Maddock,  a length  of  61.98  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  N.  5 degrees — 40’ — 50”  E.,  still  by  said  Maddocks’  land,  a 
distance  of  44.86  feet  to  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  113.26  feet,  still 
by  lands  of  said  Maddock,  a length  of  37.03  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 
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Thence  N.  13  degrees — 03’ — 10”  W.,  by  lands  of  Stephen  Franklin 
Wadsworth,  the  Easterly  extremity  of  a Private  Way  known  as  Harvard 
Street,  and  other  lands  of  said  Wadsworth,  a distance  of  357.16  feet  to 
a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left  having  a radius  of  20.88  feet,  still  by 
said  Wadsworths’  land,  a length  of  26.44  feet  to  a point  on  the  Southerly 
side  line  of  Hartshorn  Street; 

Thence  in  a Southeasterly  direction,  along  the  Southerly  side  line 
of  said  Hartshorn  Street,  by  a curve  having  a radius  of  390.15  feet,  a 
length  of  41.29  feet  to  a point  of  reverse  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  258.52  feet,  and 
still  by  said  Southerly  side  line  of  Hartshorn  Street,  a length  of  41.37 
feet  to  a point; 

Thence  by  a curved  line  West  to  South,  having  a radius  of  18.52  feet, 
by  lands  of  John  A.  Maxim  and  Hazel  E.  Maxim,  a length  of  33.72  feet 
to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  S.  13  degrees — 03’ — 10”  E.,  still  by  lands  of  said  Maxim  & ux, 
other  lands  of  said  Stephen  Franklin  Wadsworth  and  lands  of  Adolphus 
C.  Sweezey,  a distance  of  331.20  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Right,  having  a radius  of  153.26  feet,  still 
by  land  of  said  Sweezey,  a length  of  50.11  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  S.  5 degrees — 40’ — 50”  W.,  still  by  land  of  said  Sweezey,  and 
land  of^  Philip  George  Kuekan  and  Mary  E.  Kuekan,  a distance  of 
44.86  feet  to  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  151.48  feet,  still 
by  lands  of  said  Kuekan  & ux,  a length  of  49.04  feet  to  a point  of 
tangent ; 

Thence  S.  12  degrees — 52’ — 00”  E.,  by  the  Westerly  extremity  of  the 
unaccepted  portion  of  Puritan  (Private)  Road,  by  lands  of  Appleton  Hall 
and  Mary  V.  Hall,  Malden  Door  and  Window  Company  Inc.,  other  lands 
of  said  Hall  & ux,  and  lands  of  David  M.  Gersin,  a distance  of  356.46 
feet  to  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  80.0  feet,  by  land 
of  John  A.  Dow,  a length  of  123.52  feet  to  a Stone  Bound  set  in  the 
Northerly  side  line  of  said  Priscilla  Road; 

Thence  in  a Westerly  direction,  along  said  Northerly  side  line  of 
Priscilla  Road,  and  by  a curve  having  a radius  of  113.58  feet,  a length 
of  52.86  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  N.  74  degrees — 40’  W.,  still  along  said  Northerly  side  line  of 
Priscilla  Road,  a distance  of  143.15  feet  to  the  Stone  Bound  previously 
herein  described  at  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  Northwesterly  corner  of  John  Carver  Road  and  Puritan  Road 
is  hereby  rounded  with  a radius  of  20.84  fe’et  and  a length  of  curve  of 
32.52  feet. 
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The  Southwesterly  corner  of  John  Carver  Road  and  Puritan  Road 
is  hereby  rounded  with  a radius  of  20.0  feet  and  a length  of  curve  of 
31.62  feet. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  'entitled 
“John  Carver  Road,  Reading,  Mass.,”  Board  of  Public  Works,  Philip 
Welch,  Supt.,  made  under  date  of  February,  1940,  said  Plan  being  a 
part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments, 
and  betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  be  known  as  a public  town 
way  and  named  John  Carver  Road,  and  that  the  sum  of  Two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ten  Dollars  ($2,710.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated 
for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  said  way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
ALEX  LINDSAY 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading 

On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a public 
way  of  a private  way  known  as  John  Carver  Road,  and  adopt  the  recom- 
mendations contained  therein,  and  that  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Ten  ($2,710.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
laying  out  and  construction  of  the  said  way. 

Article  27. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Laying  Out  of  Westcroft 
Road 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  deter- 
mined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessment  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter 
described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to 
notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  hav- 
ing met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and 
there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out 
as  a Town  Way  for  the  use  of  the  Town  running  Westerly  from  West 
Street  approximately  904.0  feet  more  or  less,  substantially  as  and  in  the 
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location  of  a portion  of  the  private  way  known  as  Westcroft  Road,  the 
boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a Stone  Bound  set  in  the  Westerly  side  line  of  West 
Street,  said  Bound  being  located  at  the  Southerly  extremity  of  a curve 
of  875.00  feet  radius  in  said  Westerly  line  of  West  Street  nearly  opposite 
the  Westerly  terminus  of  Woburn  Street ; 

Thence  S.  13  degrees — 15’ — 40”  E.,  along  said  Westerly  side  line  of 
West  Street,  a distance  of  49.69  feet  to  a point; 

Thence  by  a curve  North  to  W'est,  having  a radius  of  20.0  feet,  a 
length  of  34.28  feet  to  a point  of  tangent ; 

Thence  S.  68  degrees — 32’ — 40”  W.,  along  the  Southerly  side  line  of 
this  layout,  a distance  of  877.95  feet  to  a point; 

Thence  N.  21  degrees — 27’ — 20’’  W.,  by  the  unapproved  extension  of 
Westcroft  (Private)  Road,  a distance  of  40.0  feet  to  a point  on  the 
Northerly  side  line  of  this  layout; 

Thence  N.  68  degrees — 32’ — 40”  E.,  along  the  Northerly  side  line  of 
this  layout,  a distance  of  890.03  feet  to  a point  of  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  20.0  feet,  a length 
of  27.86  feet  to  a point  on  the  Westerly  side  line  of  said  West  Street; 

Thence  in  a Southerly  direction,  along  said  Westerly  side  line  of 
West  Street,  and  by  the  curve  of  875.00  foot  radius  previously  herein 
described,  a length  of  30.54  feet  to  the  Stone  Bound  at  the  point  of  be- 
ginning. 

The  lines  of  this  layout  as  so  laid  out  pass  in  all  their  courses  by 
and/br  through  lands  of  Merle  W.  Farr. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  en- 
titled “Portion  of  Westcroft  Road,  Reading,  Mass.”,  Board  of  Public 
Works,  Philip  Welch,  Supt.,  made  under  date  of  March,  1940,  said  Plan 
being  a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done 
under  the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments, 
and  betterments  are  to  be  assessd  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  be  known  as  a public 
town  way  and  named  Westcroft  Road,  and  that  the  sum  of  Two  Thous- 
and Dollars  ($2,000.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  said  laying  out 
and  for  the  construction  of  said  way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
ALEX  LINDSAY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading 
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Article  27. 

Harold  W.  Putnam  Moved:  That  the  Town  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a public  way  of  a private 
way  known  as  Westcroft  Road,  and  adopt  th’e  recommendations  con- 
tained therein,  and  that  the  sum  of  Two  thousand  ($2,000.00)  Dollars  be 
raised  and  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  the  said 
way. 

On  motion  of  Hector  Xavier  it  was  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone 
this  Article. 

Article  28. 

Wendell  P.  Davis  Moved:  That  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  ($1,000.00) 
Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and 
resurfacing  the  Mineral  Street  Bridge. 

The  meeting  voted  it  down. 

Article  29. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  Laying  Out  of  Eaton 
Street 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  deter- 
mined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require  the 
laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the 
assessment  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter  des- 
cribed, having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to  notice 
to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and  having  met 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then  and  there 
heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have  laid  out  as  a 
Town  Wa}^  for  the  use  of  th’e  Town,  running  Southeasterly  from  Green 
Street  to  Lakeview  (Private)  Avenue,  substantially  as  and  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  private  way  known  as  Eaton  Street,  the  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows  : 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  Northerly  side  line  of  Lakeview  (Pri- 
vate) Avenue,  said  point  being  S.  81  degrees — 01’ — 00”  E.,  a distance  of 
349.52  feet  measured  along  said  Northerly  side  line  of  Lakeview  (Pri- 
vate) Avenue  from  a Drill  Hole  in  a Stone  Bound  set  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Easterly  side  line  of  Beech  Street  and  said  Northerly  side  line  of 
Lakeview  (Private)  Avenue; 

Thence  by  a curved  line  East  to  North,  having  a radius  of  20.0  feet, 
by  lands  of  Domenick  Zanni  and  Mary  E.  L.  Zanni,  a length  of  45.12 
feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  North  30  degrees — 17’  W.,  still  by  said  Zanni  & ux  land,  a 
distance  of  21.50  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 
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Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Right,  having  a radius  of  1240.0  feet,  still 
by  lands  of  said  Zanni  & ux  and  lands  of  Rose  E.  Dulong,  a length  of 
153.90  feet  to  a point  of  reverse  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  1360.0  feet,  by 
lands  of  said  Dulong  and  lands  of  Peter  Froten  et  al,  Dora  French,  and 
Mary  R.  Perry,  a length  of  337.59  feet  to  another  point  of  reverse  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Right,  having  a radius  of  1240.0  feet  still  by 
lands  of  said  Mary  R.  Perry  and  lands  of  Prospier  R.  Perry,  a length 
of  153.90  feet  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  N.  30  degrees — 17’  W.,  still  by  land  of  said  Prospier  R.  Perry, 
a distance  of  16.50  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  10.0  feet,  still  by 
said  Perry’s  land,  a length  of  12.99  feet  to  a point  on  the  Southerly  side 
line  of  Green  Street; 

Thence  N.  75  degrees — 16’ — 30’’  E.,  along  said  Southerly  side  line  of 
Green  Street,  a distance  of  32.44  fe’et  to  the  South-Easterly  extremity  of 
Green  Street  as  accepted  April  7,  1884; 

Thence  N.  0 degrees — 42’ — 30”  W.,  along  the  Easterly  terminal  line 
of  Green  Street  as  accepted  aforesaid,  a distance  of  51.54  feet  to  the 
Southeasterly  terminus  of  Eaton  Street  as  accepted  April  7,  1884; 

Thence  S.  19  degrees — 31’ — 20”  E.,  through  Green  (Private)  Street, 
a distance  of  50.19  feet  to  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  Easterly  line 
of  this  layout  and  the  Southerly  side  line  of  Green  (Private)  Street; 

Thence  N.  75  degrees — 16’ — 30”  E.,  by  said  Southerly  side  line  of 
Green  (Private)  Street,  a distance  of  13.16  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  West  to  South,  having  a radius  of  10.0  feet, 
and  through  lands  of  Delia  F.  Foley  and  Sarah  V.  Foley,  a length  of 
18.42  feet  to  a point  of  compound  curvature ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  1200.0  feet,  still 
through  lands  of  said  Foley  et  al  and  lands  of  Ov/en  E.  Gunn  and  Olive 
R.  Gunn,  a length  of  148.93  feet  to  a point  of  reverse  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Right,  having  a radius  of  1400.00  feet,  still 
through  lands  of  said  Gunn  & ux  and  lands  of  John  Levasseur  and  Rose 
Levasseur,  a length  of  347.51  feet  to  another  point  of  reverse  curve ; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  1200.00  feet,  still 
through  lands  of  said  Levasseur  & ux,  a length  of  148.93  feet  to  a point 
of  tangent; 

Thence  S.  30  degrees — 17’  E.,  still  by  lands  of  said  Levasseur  & ux, 
and  lands  of  Thomas  Clements  Heirs  or  Devisees,  a distance  of  58.45 
feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  80.0  feet,  through 
lands  of  said  Clements’  Heirs  or  Devisees,  a length  of  70.84  feet  to  a point 
on  the  Northerly  side  line  of  Lakeview  (Private)  Avenue ; 
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Thence  N.  81  degrees — 01’ — 00”  W.,  along  said  Northerly  sidt  line  of 
said  Lakeview  (Private)  Avenue,  a distance  of  131.78  feet  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  entitled 
“Eaton  Street  Extension,  Reading,  Mass.”,  Board  of  Public  Works, 
Philip  Welch,  Supt.,  made  under  date  of  February,  1940,  said  Plan  being 
a part  of  this  description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done  under 
the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments,  and  bet- 
terments are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Eaton  Street,  and  that  the  sum  of  One 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ($1,520.00)  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated for  said  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  said  way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
ALEX  LINDSAY 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading 

Article  29. 

On  motion  of  Harold  W.  Putnam  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a public 
way  of  a private  way  known  as  Eaton  Street,  and  adopt  the  recommend- 
ations contained  therein,  and  that  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Five  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty  ($1,520.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
laying  out  and  construction  of  the  said  way. 

Article  30.  On  motion  of  Kittie  Bangs  it  was  voted  that  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents  ($273.26)  be 
raised  and  appropriated  to  reimburse  the  Town  of  Wakefield  on  account 
of  an  overpayment  in  Welfare  Department  charges  claimed  by  the  Town 
of  Reading  against  the  Town  of  Wakefield. 

Article  31.  Robert  Ralston  moved  that  the  sum  of  ($450.00)  be 
raised  and  appropriated  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of  2000  copies 
of  the  Street  List  book  for  the  year  1940,  said  amount  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Registrars. 

Elbridge  Lucas  moved  ($300.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
preparation  and  printing  of  2000  copies  of  the  Street  List  Book  for  1940, 
said  amount  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Regis- 
trars. 
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According  to  Parliamentary  Law  the  larger  amount  was  voted  ore 
first  and  the  motion  was  defeated. 

The  meeting  then  voted  on  Elbridge  Lucas’  motion,  and  the  same 
was  voted. 

Article  32.  Clarence  Doucette  moved  that  the  provisions  of  Section 
21  to  35  inclusive  of  Chapter  136  of  the  General  Laws  permitting  certain 
sports  and  games  on  the  Lords’  Day  and  the  charging  of  admission  fees 
or  the  taking  of  collections  at  any  such  sports  or  games,  or  the  receiv- 
ing of  remuneration  by  any  person  in  charge  thereof,  or  participating 
therein  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  accepted. 

Douglas  B.  Lincoln  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  Article  32,  the 
same  was  not  carried. 

The  meeting  then  voted  on  Clarence  Doucette’s  motion  to  vote  by 
Ballot,  the  same  was  not  carried. 

The  meeting  took  a standing  vote  on  Clarence  Doucette’s  motion, 
with  the  following  result.  165  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  134  in  the 
negative.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Article  33.  Hector  Xavier  moved  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  are 
hereby  directed  to  compile,  publish  and  distribute  a list  of  the  Real 
Estate  in  Reading,  including  the  name  of  the  owner,  location,  size  and 
assessed  value  of  lots  and  the  assessed  value  of  each  building  thereon, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $1000  b’e  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  John  L.  Devaney  it  was  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone 
this  Article. 

Article  34.  On  motion  of  Frank  Gallagher  it  was  voted  that  the 
Selectmen  be,  and  they  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  secure  as 
headquarters  for  Reading  Post  62  of  the  American  Legion,  the  premises 
situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Ash  Street  known  as  Victory  House, 
such  quarters  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  such  post,  and 
that  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Hundred  ($1500)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropri- 
ated as  rent  for  said  premises. 

Article  35.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  $300.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 'the  further  development 
of  the  Town  Forest. 

Article  36.  On  motion  of  Leon  G.  Bent,  it  was  voted  that  the  sum 
of  $400.00  be  raised  for  Child  Welfare  Work,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Reading  Visiting  Nurse  Association  and  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Article  37.  Hugh  Eames  moved  that  the  By-Laws  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  Buildings  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  amended  by  inserting  at 
the  end  of  Section  36  a new  section  as  follows : 

“Section  36a.  New  shingles,  regardless  of  type  or  composition,  shall 
not  be  laid  over  existing  wood  shingles.  All  existing  wood  shingles  must 
be  removed  and  a layer  of  paper  applied  to  the  roof  boarding  before  new 
shingles  are  laid.” 
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George  T.  Lewis  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  this  Article.  83 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  97  in  the  negative. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  Hugh  Eames’  motion.  59 
voted  in  the  affirmative  and  134  in  the  negative.  The  motion  was  lost. 

Article  2.  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  that  Article  2 be  taken  from 
the  table.  The  same  was  voted.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it 
was  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  Article  2. 

Article  3.  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  to  take  Article  3 from  the 
table.  The  same  was  voted.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was 
voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  this  article. 

Article  4.  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  that  Article  4 be  taken  from 
the  table.  The  same  was  voted.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it 
was  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  this  article. 

On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  adjourn,  sine  die. 

A true  copy  attest, 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 

497  were  checked  as  having  attended  the  meeting. 


PETITION  FOR  REFERENDUM,  MARCH  15,  1940 

The  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman 
P.  Charles,  on  Friday,  March  15th,  at  7:55  P.  M.  the  same  being  within 
the  five  day  period  allowed  for  such  filing. 

The  petition  read  as  follows  : 

“We,  the  undersigned,  Registered  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
feel  that  the  vote  on  Sunday  Sports  was  not  a fair  vote  of  the  Voting 
Population  of  the  Town  and  do  thereby  request  that  the  proposition  be 
placed  on  the  ballot  at  the  next  Town  Election  for  Referendum.” 

The  above  petition  contained  214  signatures,  98  of  which  were  certi- 
fied to  be  registered  voters  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles,  the 
same  being  more  than  the  50  signatures  required  by  the  special  Referen- 
dum Law  adopted  by  the  Town  in  1910. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P. 
Charles,  at  2 :30  o’clock  P.  M.  on  Saturday,  March  16th,  the  same  being 
within  the  five  day  period  allowed  for  such  filing. 

The  petition  read  as  follows. 

Reading,  Mass.,  March  13,  1940. 
To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 

“The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that  they  are  legal  voters  of 
the  Town  of  Reading,  County  of  Middlesex,  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  request  that  the  vote  passed  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
held  on  March  11,  1940,  with  reference  to  Article  13,  be  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  Town  for  ratification,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
■of  Chapter  276  of  the  Acts  of  1910.’’ 

The  above  petition  contained  68  signatures,  54  of  which  were  certi- 
fied to  be  registered  voters  by  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles,  the 
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same  being  more  than  the  50  signatures  required  by  the  Special  Refer- 
endum Law  adopted  by  the  Town  in  1910. 

Both  of  the  above  petitions  were  duly  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  who  proceeded  to  call  a Special  Referendum  forthwith. 


WARRANT  FOR  REFERENDUM 

Town  Warrant 

Seal 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  here- 
by required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to  meet  in  Security  Hall, 
Woburn  St.  in  said  Reading  on 

MONDAY,  the  Twenty-Fifth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1940  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  to  bring  in  their  votes  by  ballot  upon  the  follow- 
ing questions : 

“Shall  the  following  votes  passed  at  the  annual  town  meeting  held 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  March,  1940  be  ratified?  Vote  “Yes”  or  “No”. 

“Voted— that  the  provisions  of  Section  21  and  25  inclusive  of  Chap- 
ter 136  of  the  General  Laws  permitting  certain  sports  and  games  on  the 
Lords’  Day  and  the  charging  of  admission  fees  or  the  taking  of  collec- 
tions at  any  such  sports  or  games  or  the  receiving  of  remuneration  by 
any  person  in  charge  of  or  participating  therein,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
are  accepted.” 

“Voted  that  the  sum  of  Fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
($14,500)  be  and  the  same  is  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purchase  for 
the  Fire  Department  of  a ladder  truck  and  the  necessary  equipment 
therefor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  said  sum.  Five  thousand  ($5,000) 
dollars  thereof  shall  be  included  in  the  current  year’s  tax  levy,  and  the 
Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  for  the  above  purposes  the  sum  of  Nine 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($9,500)  Dollars  and  to  issue  therefor  bonds 
or  notes  of  the  Town  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws  and  Acts  amendatory  thereof  and  in  addition  there- 
to so  that  the  whole  of  said  loan  shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  five 
years  or  at  such  earlier  time  as  the  Treasurer  and  the  Board  of  Select- 
men may  determine  and  said  bonds  or  notes  shall  be  signed  by  the 
Treasurer  and  countersigned  by  the  Selectmen.” 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  two  o’clock  to  nine  o’clock  P.  M.,  and 
you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  an  attested  copy 
thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  Town  not  less  than  seven 
days  prior  to  March  25,  1940,  the  date  set  for  the  meeting  in  said  war- 
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rant  and  to  cause  said  warrant  to  be  published  in  the  Reading  Chronicle, 
one  day  at  least  prior  to  said  date. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before  the  time  appointed  for 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE 
CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICER  S RETURN 

Reading,  March  23,  1940. 

Middlesex,  ss. 

By  virtue  of  this  warrant,  I,  on  March  18th,  1940  notified  and  warned 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
and  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  specified  by  post- 
ing an  attested  copy  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  following  places  within 
said  town. 


Municipal  Building 
Central  Fire  Station 
Police  Headquarters 
Lyceum  Hall  Building 
Masonic  Temple  Building 
Austin’s  Lunch  Room 
Rockport  Fish  Market 


Odd  Fellows  Hall  Building 
Boston  & Maine  Railroad  Station 
M.  F.  Charles  & Son’s  Store 
Weadick’s  Drug  Store 
Smith’s  Spa 
Engine  No.  2 House 

Neighborhood  Store,  Mineral  & Vine  Sts. 


and  I caused  this  warrant  to  be  published  in  the  Reading  Chronicle  in 
the  issue  of  March  22,  1940,  the  date  of  posting  being  seven  days  prior 
to  March  25th,  the  date  set  for  the  meeting  in  this  warrant  and  the  date 
of  publication  being  more  than  one  day  prior  to  said  date. 

LEON  G.  BENT, 

Constable  of  Reading. 


SPECIAL  REFERENDUM 

March  25,  1940 

Security  Hall,  Woburn  Street, 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constables  Return  thereon,  a 
Referendum  was  held  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  specified. 

The  Moderator,  Charles  P.  Howard  was  not  present,  and  the  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles. 

The  warrant  was  partially  read,  when  on  motion  of  Carl  W.  Good- 
ridge  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  further  reading  of  the  Warrant,  ex- 
cept the  Constables  return  which  was  duly  read. 

Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles  then  advised  the  meeting  that  a 
temporary  moderator  must  be  elected. 
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On  motion  of  Carl  W.  Goodridge  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  Clerk 
>cast  a ballot  for  Leon  G.  Bent  as  Temporary  Moderator. 

Ballots  were  passed  out,  and  collected  by  the  Town  Clerk,  with 
ithe  following  results  : 

Number  of  ballots  cast,  3;  number  of  votes  for  Leon  G.  Bent,  3; 
and  he  was  duly  declared  elected. 

Leon  G.  Bent  then  announced  that  the  Warrant,  having  been  read 
and  the  Constables  return  thereon,  the  polls  were  declared  open  at 
2 P.  M. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  to  serve  at  the 
Referendum : 

Ballot  Boxes 

D.  Charles  A.  Sullivan,  11  Winthrop  Ave. 

R.  Minnie  K.  Eames,  11  Pratt  St. 

Ballot  Clerks 

D.  William  Carney,  35  Park  Ave. 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  25  Arlington  St. 

Checkers 

R.  Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

R.  Florence  L.  Maxon,  11  Mineral  St. 

R.  Winifred  McClintock,  188  Wakefield  St. 

R.  Jessie  N.  Thaxter,  11  Winter  St. 

R.  Mabel  E.  Bennett,  38  Highland  St. 

R.  Joseph  R.  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

D.  Nellie  E.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

D.  Catherine  E.  Reilly,  67  Mineral  St. 

D.  Mary  C.  Barrett,  38  Warren  Ave. 

D.  Annie  G.  Linder,  187  High  St. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

R.  Charles  Jones,  Wakefield  St. 

Counters 
Table  1 

R.  Charles  C.  Wakefield,  22  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

R.  Ralph  F.  Conti,  61  Prescott  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  14  Linden  St. 

D.  George  E.  Meaney,  Jr.,  42  Hancock  St. 

Table  2 

D.  James  F.  Ryland,  16  Center  Ave. 

R.  C.  Robert  Heselton,  17  Berkeley  St. 

D.  Virginia  W.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

R.  Law’ton  E.  Dickinson,  4 Kingston  St. 
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Table  3 

D.  Margaret  Sumner,  1 Center  Ave. 

D.  Melvin  W.  Talbot,  87  Green  St. 

R.  Owen  W.  Bredbury,  42  Deering  St. 

R.  William  E.  Bloom.  154  Woburn  St. 

Charles  P.  Howard,  the  Moderator,  arrived  at  4:10  P.  M.  and 


relieved  Leon  Bent,  the  Acting  Moderator. 

The  polls  were  duly  opened  at  2 o’clock  P.  M.  and  closed  at  9 
o’clock  P.  M.  with  the  following  results: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  1956. 

Sunday  Sports  “Yes”  1028 

Sunday  Sports  “No”  916 

Blanks  12 

A majority  vote  being  necessary  on  Sunday  Sports,  the  action  of 
the  Town  Meeting  of  March  11,  was  ratified. 

Ladder  Truck  “Yes”  1074 

Ladder  Truck  “No”  845 

Blanks  37 


A two  thirds  vote  being  necessary  to  ratify  the  same  did  not 
carry. 

Voted  to  adjourn,  Sine  Die. 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


WARRANT  FOR  PART  PRIMARY 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

(Seal) 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required  to 
notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  who  are  qualified  to  vote 
in  Primaries  to  meet  in  Security  Hall,  Woburn  Street,  Tuesday,  the 
Thirtieth  Day  of  April,  1940,  at  12  o’clock  noon,  for  the  following 
purposes. 

To  bring  in  their  votes  to  the  Primary  Officers  for  the  Election  of 
Candidates  of  Political  Parties  for  the  following  offices : 

4 DELEGATES  AT  LARGE  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Republican  Party. 

4 ALTERNATE  DELEGATES  at  Large  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  the  Republican  Party. 

12  DELEGATES  AT  LARGE  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  Party. 

12  ALTERNATE  DELEGATES  AT  LARGE  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Democratic  Party. 
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2 DISTRICT  DELEGATES  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Re- 
publican Party,  Fifth  Congressional  District. 

2 ALTERNATE  DISTRICT  DELEGATES  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Republican  Party,  Fifth  Congressional  District. 

4 DISTRICT  DELEGATES,  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  Party,  Fifth  Congressional  District. 

4 ALTERNATE  DISTRICT  DELEGATES  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Democratic  Party,  Fifth  Congressional  District. 

DISTRICT  MEMBERS  OF  STATE  COMMITTEE  (One  man  and 
one  Woman)  for  each  political  party  for  the  Seventh  Middlesex  Sena- 
torial District. 

25  Members  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee. 

10  Members  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee. 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  12  o’clock  noon  to  8 o’clock  P.  M., 
and  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  Town  not  less  than  seven 
days  prior  to  April  30,  1940,  and  by  causing  an  attested  copy  to  be 
published  in  the  Reading  Chronicle  one  day,  at  least  prior  to  said  date. 
Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings 
thereon  before  the  time  or  at  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting.  Giv- 
en under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  April,  1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 
CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICER’S  RETURN 

Middlesex,  ss.  Reading,  Mass.,  April  23,  1940. 

By  virtue  of  this  warrant  I this  day  notified  and  warned  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Reading,  qualified  to  vote  in  Party  Prim- 
aries to  meet  in  the  place,  and  at  the  time  specified  in  this  warrant  by 
posting  attested  copies  of  this  warrant  in  the  following  public  places 
within  the  Town  of  Reading: 

Municipal  Building  B.  & M.  R.  R.  Station 

Masonic  Building  Danforth’s  Drug  Store 

Reading  Fire  Dept.,  Engine  No.  1 M.  F.  Charles  Store 

Reading  Fire  Dept.,  Engine  No.  2 Haven  Spa 

Reading  Police  Station  Odd  Fellows  Building 

Austin’s  Lunch 

The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  April  30,  1940, 
the  date  of  said  meeting.  I also  caused  the  same  to  be  printed  in 
the  Reading  Chronicle,  date  of  April  26,  1940,  the  same  being  at  least 
one  day  prior  to  said  date  of  meeting. 
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JAMES  W.  SIAS, 
Constable  of  Reading. 


PARTY  PRIMARY 


Security  Hall  April  30,  1940. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  return 
thereon,  a Party  Primary  was  held  at  the  time  and  place  specified  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles.  The  War- 
rant was  partially  read  and  the  Officer’s  return.  The  ballot  boxes 
were  duly  examined  by  the  Constable,  James  W.  Sias,  and  declared 
empty,  and  the  keys  delivered  to  the  Election  Officers  in  charge,  and 
the  polls  were  declared  open.  The  following  were  duly  sworn  by  the 
Town  Clerk. 

Ballet  Boxes 

D.  Charles  A.  Sullivan,  11  Winthrop  Ave. 

R.  Minnie  K.  Eames,  11  Pratt  St. 

Ballot  Clerks 

D.  William  Carney,  35  Park  Ave. 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  25  Arlington  St. 

Checkers 

R.  Joseph  R.  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

R.  Marie  M.  Day,  18  Elm  St. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

R.  Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

D.  Catherine  E.  Reilly,  67  Mineral  St. 

D.  Nellie  E.  Whelton,  7 Pligh  St. 

Counters 

R.  Mabel  E.  Bennett,  38  Highland  St. 

R.  William  E.  Bloom,  154  Woburn  St. 

R.  Owen  W.  Bredbury,  42  Deering  St. 

R.  Elizabeth  M.  Brown,  309  Haven  St. 

R.  M.  Louise  Classen,  13  Chute  St. 

R.  Eleanora  Crowe,  114  Ash  -St. 

R.  Leone  D’Entremont,  17  Warren  Ave. 

R.  Lawton  E.  Dickinson,  4 Kingston  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  14  Linden  St. 

D.  Virginia  W.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

D.  Rose  A.  Gadbois,  8 Maple  St. 

D . John  J.  Galvin,  17  Winthrop  Ave. 

R.  John  J.  Goff,  9 Arlington  St. 

D.  Margaret  E.  Greene,  7 Warren  Ave. 

R.  Charles  E.  Jones,  142  Wakefield  St. 

R.  Winnifred  L.  McClintock,  188  Wakefield  St. 

D.  Sadie  B.  Riseman,  96  Washington  St. 

D.  S.  S.  Spellman,  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

D.  Margaret  Sumner,  1 Center  Ave. 

D.  Melvin  W.  Talbot,  87  Green  St. 
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Tabulator 

D.  Walter  A.  Scanlon,  331  Haven  St. 

The  polls  were  opened  at  12  o’clock  noon  and  were  closed  at  8 
o’clock  P.  M.,  with  the  following  results.  36  Democratic  Votes  and  555 
Republican  Votes;  Total  votes  cast,  591. 


Counters  were  assigned  to  tables  as  follows  : 


Table  1 

Melvin  Talbot 
Miss  Bennett 
Miss  Classen 
S.  S.  Spellman 


Table  2 Table  3 

D’Entremont  Miss  Greene 

Mrs.  Doiron  Mrs.  Galvin 

Charles  Jones  John  Goff 

Mrs.  Crowe  Miss  Riseman 


Table  4 

Bloom 

McClintock 

Dickinson 

Doherty- 


Table  5 

Bredbury 

Gadbois 

Brown 

Sumner 


Four  Delegates  at  Large  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Republican 


Party 

Delegates 

Group  1 

William  H.  McMasters,  7 Rutland  St.,  Cambridge  147 

Byron  P.  Hayden,  159  Maynard  St.,  Springfield  134 

Harry  P.  Gibbs,  62  Denton  St.,  Brockton  128 

Selden  G.  Hill,  34  Ash  St.,  Danvers  130 

Blanks  1681 


Alternate  Delegates 

Group  1 

Abbie  L.  Tebbetts,  104  Summer  St.,  Waltham  136 

Berton  S.  Evans,  Harvard  Rd.,  Ayer  135 

Annie  L.  Brown,  1263  Main  St.,  Leominster  131 

Lucius  K.  Thayer,  156  Washington  St.,  Marblehead  134 

Blanks  1684 


Delegates 

Group  2 

Leverett  Saltonstall,  240  Chestnut  Hill  Rd.,  Newton  . . . 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  275  Hale  St.,  Beverly  

Joseph  W.  Martin,  Jr.,  54  Grove  St.,  No.  Attleborough 

John  W.  Haigis,  24  Church  St.,  Greenfield  

Blanks  


272 

272 

255 

259 

1162 


Alternate  Delegates 


Group  2 

Mary  B.  Besse,  120  Main  St.,  Wareham  207 

Orin  S.  Kenny,  5 Somerset  Ave.,  Beverly  213 
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Mary  Phillis  Bailey,  Hampton  Ter.,  Northampton 209 

Irene  Gowetz,  384  Chandler  St.,  Worcester  203 

Blanks  1388 

District  Delegates  and  Alternate  District  Delegates  to  National 
Convention 
Delegates 

Group  1 

Emile  Marquis,  83  Central  St.,  Woburn  156 

John  H.  MacDonald,  255  Hildredth  St.,  Lowell  165 

Blanks  789 

Alternate  Delegates 

Group  1 

Elvey  M.  Prentiss,  15  Fremont  St.,  Reading  189 

Grace  N.  Knight,  11  Tanager  St.,  Arlington  177 

Blanks  744 

Delegates 

Group  2 

Paul  R.  Forsy,  259  Beacon  St.,  Lowell  140 

Raymond  S.  Wilkins,  25  Cabot  St.,  Winchester  151 

Blanks  819 

Alternate  Delegates 

Group  2 

Maude  M.  Johnson,  100  Bellevue  Ave.,  Melrose  135 

Elizabeth  F.  Taylor,  117  School  St.,  Belmont  131 

Blanks  844 

Delegates 

Not  Grouped 

Mary  Walsh  Brennan,  437  East  Merrimack  St.,  Lowell  6 

Ralph  K.  Coleman,  Hildredth  St.,  Westfield  14 

Robert  J.  W.  Stone,  20  Lovell  Rd.,  Melrose  63 

Blanks  1582 

State  Committee 

John  Howard  Pearson,  69  Clitheroe  St.,  Lowell  259 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  210  Summer  Ave.,  Reading 1 

Blanks  295 

State  Committee 

Helen  W.  Learoyd,  101  Chestnut  St.,  Westfield  239 

Blanks  316 

Town  Committee 

Norman  W.  Haines,  32  Thorndike  St 355 

Louise  B.  Jenkins,  161  Salem  St 354 

Harriette  P.  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St 347 

Thomas  F.  Classen,  11  Chute  St 345 
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Dudley  B.  Killam,  16  Arlington  St.  369 

Myrtle  L.  Leman,  35  School  St 36 7 

Arthur  S.  Cook,  73  Bancroft  Ave 364 

Louis  Ellenwood,  78  Lowell  St 366 

Natalie  Burnham,  17  Pine  Ridge  Road  357 

Katherine  G.  Howard,  186  Summer  Ave 360 

Marjorie  L.  Schoppelry,  196  Prescott  St 351 

Loring  F.  Wilcox,  67  Hillcrest  Rd 361 

Gertrude  F.  Stratton,  117  Oak  St 349 

Sara  G.  Harnden,  311  Summer  Ave.  361 

Newell  H.  Morton,  198  Woburn  St 379 

Guy  W.  Ellison,  90  Grand  St 363 

Robert  E.  Fowle,  3 Perkins  Ave 362 

Mae  A.  Tanner,  124  Oak  St. 349 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  210  Summer  Ave 380 

Louis  Davis,  8 Vine  St 349 

Marcia  C.  Foxcroft,  100  Prescott  St 342 

Marion  R.  Symonds,  170  Bancroft  Ave.  343 

Harold  F.  Parker,  106  Prescott  St 362 

Mollie  A.  Sweetser,  192  Woburn  St 368 

Robert  S.  Ralston,  9 Dudley  St 348 

Blanks  4924 

Town  Committee 

Group'  2 

Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr.,  134  Pearl  St. 68 

Blanks  487 

Alfred  J.  Thieme,  107  Woburn  St 72 

Blanks  483 

Delegates  at  Large  and  Alternate  Delegates  at  Large  to  National 
Convention 

12  Delegates  and  12  Alternate  Delegates,  Democratic  Party 
Delegates 

David  I.  Walsh,  37  Day  St.,  Fitchburg 26 

Paul  A.  Dever,  86  Buckingham  St.,  Cambridge  27 

John  W.  McCormack,  726  Columbia  Rd.,  Boston  26 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  30  Hopkins  Rd.,  Boston  28 

William  H.  Burke.  Jr.,  70  Main  St.,  Hatfield 26 

James  M.  Curley,  359  Jamiacaway,  Boston  24 

Charles  F.  Hurley,  57  Fresh  Pond  Lane,  Cambridge,  Mass 25 

Joseph  B.  Ely,  66  Broad  St.,  Westfield  26 

Francis  E.  Kelly,  1176  Morton  St.,  Boston  26 

Roger  L.  Putnam,  216  Central  St.,  Springfield 26 

William  J.  Foley,  388  West  Fourth  St.,  Boston 27 

Alexander  G.  Lajoie,  180  Stafford  St.,  Worcester 25 

Blanks  120 


Alternate  Delegates 

Henry  K.  Cushing,  497  Washington  St.,  Brookline 21 

Joseph  A.  Scalpone,  31  May  St.,  Boston  20 

Elizabeth  L.  McNamara,  239  Upland  Rd.,  Cambridge  20 

Catherine  E.  Hanifin,  South  Main  St.,  Belchertown  19 

Sadie  H.  Mulrone,  48  Terrence  St.,  Springfield  20 

Clementine  Langone,  190  North  St.,  Boston  20 

Anna  A.  Sharry,  730  Pleasant  St.,  Worcester  20 

Margaret  M.  O’Riordan,  14  Asticou  Rd.,  Boston  22 

John  Zielinski,  473  Hillside  Ave.,  Holyoke  20 

Mary  Maliotis,  272  Foster  St.,  Boston 19 

Michael  J.  Bates,  56  Nesmith  St.,  Lawrence  20 

Morris  Kritzman,  36  Woolson  St.,  Boston  19 

Blanks  192 

District  Delegates  and  Alternate  Delegates  to  National  Convention 

Daniel  O’Dea,  109  Glenwood  St.,  Lowell 20 

George  T.  Ashe,  201  Cross  St.,  Lowell 22 

James  J.  Bruin,  161  School  St.,  Lowell  21 

Edward  W.  Kenney,  485  Main  St.,  Woburn  23 

Blanks  58 

Alternate  Delegates 

Gerald  F.  Cronin,  344  Varnum  Ave.,  Lowell  15 

Edward  P.  Gilgun,  112  Garfield  St.,  Woburn  16 

Walter  H.  Wilcox,  6 Eaton  St.,  Woburn  16 

Eleanor  L.  Daly,  399  Broadway,  Cambridge  14 

Blanks  83 

Delegates 

Not  Grouped 

Walter  McCarron,  142  Myrtle  St.,  Lowell  1 

Elizabeth  F.  O’Sullivan,  27  Burtt  St.,  Lowell  3 

Francis  J.  Roane,  46  Burtt  St.,  Lowell  1 

Raymond  A.  Willett,  Jr.,  77  Salem  St.,  Woburn  5 

Blanks  134 

Alternate  Delegates 

Not  Grouped 

Edward  F.  Clancy,  Jr.,  68  Newhall  St.,  Lowell  2 

Firmo  Correa,  196  Merrimac  St.,  Lowell  0 

John  H.  Gallagher,  89  Washington  St.,  Stoneham  8 

James  F.  McCarron,  142  Myrtle  St.,  Lowell  0 

Bartholomew  B.  O’Sullivan,  27  Burtt  St.,  Lowell 1 

Blanks  169 

State  Committee 

Henry  C.  Carragher,  147  Wentworth  Ave.,  Lowell 4 

Frank  A.  Cassidy,  305  East  Merrimac  St.,  Lowell  7 
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Maurice  D.  Condrey,  91  Fort  Hill  Ave.,  Lowell  3 

William  D.  Dacey,  176  Andover  St.,  Lowell  5 

William  P.  McGarry,  31  Grover  Ave.,  Lowell  5 

Blanks  12 

State  Committee 

Not  Grouped 

Frances  Z.  O’Toole,  48  Meade  St.,  Lowell 21 

Blanks  15 

Town  Committee 

Richard  F.  Drew,  158  Salem  St 23 

James  H.  Fleming,  18  Green  St 26 

Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St 26 

Catherine  W.  Peters,  2 Center  Ave 23 

George  Robbins,  Mineral  St 25 

Rose  A.  Gadbois,  8 Maple  St 23 

Catherine  E.  Reilly,  67  Mineral  St.  22 

Paul  J.  Geary,  24  Minot  St 22 

Edwin  E.  Wendell,  28  Minot  St 21 

Owen  McKenney,  130  John  St.  25 

Blanks  125 


The  votes  were  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  Meeting  and 
sealed  and  delivered  to  the  Town  Clerk,  whereupon  the  meeting  was 
adjourned,  Sine  Die. 

Attest:  NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 

TOWN  WARRANT 

(Seal) 

Commonwealth  Massachusetts 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to  meet  in  Security  Hall, 
Woburn  Street,  in  said  Reading  on  Wednesday,  the  First  Day  of  May, 
1940-  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  following  articles  : 

Article  1.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  Town  Officers  and 
special  corrfmittees,  and  determine  what  instruction  will  be  given 
Town  Officers  and  special  committees. 

Article  2.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  bor- 
rowing or  otherwise,  and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  a ladder 
truck  for  the  Fire  Department,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  3.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
for  the  administration,  operation  and  for  meeting  the  requirements  of 
the  Contributory  Retirement  System  as  defined  in  Section  26  to  31H 
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inclusive  of  Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  or  what  it  will  do  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Paragraph  C of  Section  77  of  Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  relating 
to  the  pensions  of  laborers,  foremen,  inspectors,  mechanics,  draw  tend- 
ers, assistant  draw  tenders,  and  storekeepers  in  the  employ  of  the  Town 
or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a committee 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  administration,  cost  of  operation,  activi- 
ties and  functions  of  the  Welfare  and  W.  P.  A.  Departments  and  to 
see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  therefor  or  what  it 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Finance  Committee. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  upon  the  laying  out  as  a public  highway  of  a 
private  way  known  as  Lewis  Street,  under  the  provisions  of  law  au- 
thorizing the  assessment  of  betterments,  such  highways  being  laid 
out  in  accordance  with  plan  duty  approved  by  the  Board  of  Survey 
and  fil'ed  in  the  Office  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  accordance  with  the 
statutory  requirements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  public 
way  as  laid  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  Lewis  Street,  and  to 
see  what  sum  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  said  laying 
out  and  construction  of  said  way,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  rentals 
for  the  current  year  from  the  buildings  situated  at  numbers  1 Haven 
and  31  and  33  High  Streets,  and  to  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  ap- 
propriate by  transfer  from  the  receipts  of  the  Municipal  Light  Depart- 
ment for  the  maintenance,  operation  and  improvement  of  the  premises 
located  on  Haven,  High  and  Green  Streets,  or  what  it  will  do  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

Municipal  Light  Department. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  an  at- 
tested copy  thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  Town,  not 
less  than  seven  days  prior  to  May  1,  1940,  the  date  set  for  the  meet- 
ing in  said  warrant  and  to  publish  this  warrant  in  the  Reading  Chron- 
icle, one  day  at  least  prior  to  the  said  date. 

Hereof  fail  not  to  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings 
thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before  the  time  appointed  for  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 
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OFFICER’S  RETURN 

Middlesex,  ss.  Reading,  Mass.,  April  23,  1940. 

By  virtue  of  this  Warrant,  I this  day  notified  and  warned  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Reading  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and 
Town  Affairs  to  meet  in  the  place  and  at  the  time  specified  in  this 
Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies  in  the  following  public  places 
within  the  Town  of  Reading. 


Municipal  Building 
Odd  Fellows  Building 
Reading  Police  Station 
Boston  & Maine  R.  R.  Station 
Reading  Fire  Station,  Eng.  No.  1 


Reading  Fire  Station,  Eng.  No.  2 
Austin’s  Lunch 
M.  F.  Charles’  Store 
Danforth’s  Drug  Store 
Haven  Spa 


The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  May  1st,  1940, 
the  date  set  for  said  meeting.  I also  caused  the  same  to  be  printed 
in  the  Reading  Chronicle,  date  of  April  26,  1940,  the  same  being  at  least 
one  day  prior  to  said  date  of  meeting. 

JAMES  W.  SIAS,  Constable  of  Reading. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Security  Hall  May  1,  1940. 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  lay  this 
Article  on  the  table. 

Article  2.  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  that  the  sum  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  ($14,500)  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  raised  and  ap- 
propriated for  the  purchase  for  the  Fire  Department  of  a ladder  truck 
and  the  necessary  equipment  therefor;  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising- 
said  sum  five  thousand  ($5,000)  dollars  thereof  shall  be  included  in  the 
current  year  tax  levy,  and  the  Town  Treasurer,,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  for 
the  above  purpose  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  five  hundred  ($9,500)  dollars 
and  to  issue  therefor  bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  and  Acts  amendatory 
thereof  and  in  addition  thereto,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  loan 
shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  five  (5)  years  or  at  such  earlier  time 
as  the  Treasurer  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  may  determine,  and  said 
bonds  or  notes  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  counter-signed  by 
the  Selectmen. 

Mr.  Berle  moved  that  the  further  action  on  Article  2 be  deferred 
to  the  next  annual  Town  Meeting.  This  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  original  motion  was  then  acted  upon.  The  same  being  a bond 
issue,  a two  thirds  vote  was  required.  188  having  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  36  in  the  negative,  the  motion  was  carried. 

Article  3.  Warren  Killam  moved  that  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand 
•($7,000)  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  administration,  op- 
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eration  and  for  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  Contributory  Retire- 
ment System  as  defined  in  Section  26  to  31H  inclusive  of  Chapter  32  of 
the  General  Laws.  This  motion  was  voted  and  carried. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Warren  Killam  it  was  voted  that  Para- 
graph C of  Section  77  of  Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  relating  to1 
the  pensions  of  laborers,  foremen,  inspectors,  mechanics,  drawtenders,. 
assistant  draw-tenders  and  storekeepers  in  the  employ  of  the  Town  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

Article  5.  Mr.  Devaney  moved  that  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
the  administration,  cost  of  operation,  activities  and  functions  of  the 
Welfare  and  W.  P.  A.  Departments,  and  that  a committee  of  fifteen 
be  and  hereby  is  established  consisting  of  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  such  Committee  shall  cause  such  study  to  be  made  and 
report  at  the  next  annual  Town  Meeting  or  at  any  special  meeting  to 
be  held  prior  thereto  the  result  of  such  study  with  recommendations  as 
to  what  action  it  deems  necessary  and  proper  in  the  matter. 

Herbert  Wooldridge  moved  to  appoint  a committee  of  15  not  to- 
include  any  Town  Officers,  to  investigate  the  Welfare  and  W.  P.  A. 
Departments,  names  of  recipients  of  welfare  not  to  be  made  public. 
This  was  not  voted.  Mr.  Devaney’s  motion  was  then  voted  and  carried. 

Article  6. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss.  Town  of  Reading 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  Town  of  Reading  having  de- 
termined and  adjudged  that  common  convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  laying  out  of  a town  way  under  the  provisions  of  law  authorizing 
the  assessment  of  betterments,  substantially  in  the  location  hereinafter 
described,  having  complied  with  all  requirements  of  law  relating  to 
notice  to  the  owners  of  land  thereof  and  of  a hearing  thereon,  and 
having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  hearing  and  then 
and  there  heard  all  persons  present  who  desired  to  be  heard,  have 
laid  out  as  a town  way  for  the  use  of  the  town  running  Westerly  from 
West  Street  opposite  Scotland  Road  to  a dead  end,  substantially  as  and 
in  the  location  of  the  private  way  known  as  Lewis  Street,  the  bound- 
aries and  measurements  of  said  way  as  so  laid  out  are  as  follows  : 

Beginning  at  a point  on  the  Westerly  side  line  of  said  West 
Street,  said  point  being  N.  24  degrees — 18’  E.,  a distance  of  106.88  feet 
from  a County  Stone  Bound  set  in  said  Westerly  side  line  of  West 
Street  at  the  Northerly  terminus  of  a curve  having  a radius  of  373.43 
ft.  in  said  Westerly  side  line  of  said  West  Street. 
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Thence  by  a curve  North  to  West,  having  a radius  of  20.0  ft.  through 
lands  of  E.  Idella  Kenney,  a length  of  41.90  ft.  to  a point  of  tangent; 

Thence  S.  40  degrees — 16’ — 40’’  W.,  still  by  lands  of  said  Kenney,  a 
distance  of  512.80  feet  to  a point ; 

Thence  turning  and  running  N.  12  degrees — 33’ — 20”  W.  by  lands 
now  or  formerly  of  Janet  Grant,  a distance  of  40.29  feet  to  a point; 

Thence  turning  and  running  N.  84  degrees — 16’ — 40”  E.,  by  lands 
of  Town  of  Reading  (formerly  Wilfred  L.  Porter,  Est.),  lands  of 
Ethel  M.  Anderson,  Arthur  P.  French,  Heirs  or  Devisees,  Bartholomew 
J.  Lehan,  Joseph  E.  Larkin  and  Hilda  P.  Larkin,  Robert  W.  French  and 
Edith  J.  French,  John  B.  Shaffer,  and  Charles  Stratton,  a distance  of 
563.82  feet  to  a point  of  curve; 

Thence  by  a curve  to  the  Left,  having  a radius  of  20.00  feet  and 
through  land  of  said  Stratton,  a length  of  20.94  feet  to  a point  on 
the  Westerly  side  line  of  said  West  St. 

Thence  turning  and  running  S.  240.18’,  by  said  Westerly  side  line 
of  said  West  Street,  a distance  of  92.40  ft.  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  above  described  lines  being  more  fully  shown  on  a Plan  en- 
titled “Lewis  Street,  Reading,  Mass.”,  dated  April,  1940,  Board  of 
Public  Works,  Philip  Welch  Supt.,  said  Plan  being  a part  of  this 
description. 

We  determine  that  no  damages  will  be  sustained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  their  property  by  reason  of  the  taking  to  be  made  for  this 
improvement.  All  acts  in  connection  with  said  laying  out  are  done  under 
the  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  assessment  of  betterments  and 
betterments  are  to  be  assessed  therefor. 

This  laying  out  so  made  by  us  we  hereby  report  to  the  Town  for 
acceptance  and  recommend  that  said  way  shall  thereafter  be  known  as 
a public  town  way  and  named  Lewis  Street,  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  seven  ($1,107.00)  dollars  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated for  such  laying  out  and  for  the  construction  of  said  way. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chm. 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Sec. 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 
ALEX  LINDSAY 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Town  of  Reading. 

On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  on  the  laying  out  as  a public 
way  of  a private  way  known  as  Lewis  Street,  and  adopt  the  recommend- 
ations contained  therein,  and  that  the  sum  of  Eleven  Hundred  and 
Seven  ($1,107.00)  Dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  the  said  way. 

Article  7.  On  motion  of  Henry  Johnson  it  was  voted  that  the 
rentals  for  the  current  year  from  the  buildings  situated  at  numbers 
1 Haven  and  31  and  33  High  Streets,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  ap- 
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propriated  and  that  the  further  sum  of  Seven  Hundred  Thirty-Five 
($735)  Dollars,  being  the  amount  of  rentals  collected  from  said  premises 
for  the  year  1939,  be  appropriated  by  transferring  said  sum  from  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  Construction  Fund  of  the  Municipal  Light 
Plant  and  that  such  appropriations  be  expended  by  the  Municipal 
Light  Board  for  the  maintenance,  operation  and  improvement  of 
said  premises  located  at  numbers  1 Haven  and  31  and  33  High  Streets 
and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  transfer  said  seven  hundred  thirty-five  ($735)  dollars  as 
above  provided. 

Article  1.  Newell  H.  Morton  moved  to  take  Article  1 from  the 
table.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone this  article. 

It  was  on  Newell  H.  Morton’s  motion  the  meeting  voted  to  adjourn 
sine  die. 

A true  Copy  Attest : 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 

Special  Town  Meeting  Checkers 

R.  Lawton  E.  Dickinson,  4 Kingston  St. 

D.  James  W.  Ryland,  16  Center  Ave. 

D.  Margaret  A.  Thornton,  10  Minot  St. 

236  were  checked  as  attending  the  meeting. 


WARRANT  FOR  STATE  PRIMARY 

(Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required  to  no- 
tify and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  who  are  qualified  to  vote 
in  Primaries  to  meet  in  Security  Hall,  Woburn  St.,  Tuesday,  the  Seven- 
teenth Day  of  September,  1940,  at  7 o’clock  A.  M.,  for  the  following 
purposes  : 

To  bring  in  their  votes  to  the  Primary  Officers  for  the  Nomination 
of  Candidates  of  Political  Parties  for  the  following  officers  : 


Governor 

Lieutenant  Governor 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
Attorney  General 
Senator  in  Congress 
Representative  in  Congress 
Councillor 


for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  this  Commonwealth 
for  5th  Congressional  District 
for  6th  Councillor  District 


60 


Senator  for  7th  Middlesex  Senatorial  District 

2 Representatives  in  General  Court  for  18th  Middlesex  Representative 
District 

Clerk  of  Courts  for  Middlesex  County 

Register  of  Deeds  for  Southern  Middlesex  District 

County  Commissioners  (2)  for  Middlesex  County 

County  Treasurer  (to  fill  vacancy)  for  Middlesex  County 

and  for  the  election  of  the  following  officers : 

1 Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

14  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention  of  the  Republican  Party. 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7 o’clock  A.  M.  to  8 o’clock  P.  M.  and 
you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  attested  copies  thereof 
in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  town  not  less  than  seven  days  prior 
to  September  17,  1940  and  to  cause  to  be  published  an  attested  copy  of 
the  same  in  the  Reading  Chronicle  one  day  at  least  prior  to  said 
date.  Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  th’ereon  before  the  time  or  at  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting, 
Given  under  our  hands  this  sixth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE, 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICERS’  RETURN 

Middlesex,  ss.  Reading,  Mass.,  Sept.  9,  1940. 

By  virtue  of  this  Warrant,  I this  day  warned  and  notified  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Reading  qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to 


meet  in  the  place  and  at  the  time 
attested  copies  in  the  following 
Reading. 

Reading  Fire  Station  No.  1 
Reading  Fire  Station  No.  2 
Reading  Police  Station 
B.  & M.  Railway  Station 
M.  F.  Charles’  Store 
Haven  Spa 
Austin’s  Lunch 


specified  in  this  Warrant  by  posting 
public  places  within  the  Town  of 

Municipal  Building 
Masonic  Building 
Lyceum  Hall  Building 
Odd  Fellows  Building 
Danforth’s  Drug  Store 
Weadick’s  Drug  Store 
Sanborn  Hill  Station 


The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  Sept.  17th,  1940. 
I also  caused  the  same  to  be  printed  in  the  Reading  Chronicle,  date 
of  Sept.  13th,  1940,  the  same  being  at  least  One  day  prior  to  Sept.  17th, 
1940  the  day  of  said  meeting. 


J.  W.  SIAS,  Constable  of  Reading. 
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STATE  PRIMARY 

The  following  persons  served  at  the  Primaries,  Sept.  17,  1940 

Ballot  Boxes 

R.  Helen  DeCoster,  14  Grand  St. 

D.  Charles  A.  Sullivan,  11  Winthrop  Ave. 

Ballot  Clerks 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  25  Arlington  St. 

D William  Carney,  35  Park  Ave. 

Checkers 

D.  Nellie  E.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

R.  Winnifred  McClintock,  188  Wakefield  St. 

D.  Catherine  E.  Reilly,  67  Mineral  St. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

R.  Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

D.  John  E.  Murray,  61  Vine  St. 

D.  Mary  C.  Barrett,  38  Warren  Ave. 

R.  M.  Louise  Classen,  13  Chute  St. 

R.  Jessie  N.  Thaxter,  11  Winter  St. 

Counters 

R.  Robert  F.  Nichols,  5 Lowell  St. 

D.  Margaret  Thornton,  10  Minot  St. 

D.  Francis  J.  Thornton,  58  Hancock  St. 

D.  John  F.  Cummings,  25  Temple  St. 

,R.  Harold  Flater,  33  Minot  St. 

R.  Majr  Horrocks,  505  Main  St. 

R.  Vaughan  F.  Burnham,  89  Highland  St. 

D.  Charles  McKenney,  18  Arlington  St. 

D.  Annie  G.  Linder,  187  High  St. 

R.  Charles  C.  Wakefield,  22  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

D.  David  J.  Wheltcn,  7 High  St. 

R.  Bernard  Schimpfke,  179  West  St. 

R.  Robert  Shannon,  339  Haven  St. 

D.  Virginia  N.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

D.  Rose  A.  Gadbois,  8 Maple  St. 

R.  Eleanora  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  18  Bancroft  Ave. 

R.  Albert  C.  Graupner,  149  Pleasant  St. 

R.  Sadie  B.  Riseman,  196  Washington  St. 

D.  George  Robbins,  9 Mineral  St. 

R.  John  W.  Goff,  9 Arlington'  St. 

R.  William  R.  Zwicker,  26  Charles  St. 

D.  S.  S.  Spellman,  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

R.  Gwen  Bredbury,  42  Deering  St. 

D.  John  J.  Galvin,  17  Winthrop  Ave. 

R.  William  E.  Bloom,  154  Woburn  St. 
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D.  Margaret  Greene,  7 Warren  Ave. 

R.  Orin  L.  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

D.  Edgar  Davis,  7 Michelini  Lane 
R.  William  Campbell,  55  Salem  St. 

D.  Walter  Collins,  179  Green  St. 

D.  Catherine  Winslow.  2 Warren  Ave. 

D.  George  Meaney,  Jr.,  42  Hancock  St. 

Tabulators,  6 P.  M. 

R.  Lawrence  Winchester,  232  West  St. 

R.  Joseph  R.  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

D.  John  Walsh,  20  Sweetser  Ave. 

R.  Eleanor  Taylor,  507  Main  St. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  warrant  a Primary  was  held  at  the 
time  and  place  specified  and  was  called  to  order  by  Selectman  Robert 
Fowle.  The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman 
P.  Charles  when  it  was  voted  by  Carl  Goodridge’s  motion  to  dispense 
with  further  reading  except  the  Constable’s  Return  thereon  which 
was  duly  read.  The  Ballot  Boxes  were  examined  and  declared  empty 
and  the  keys  were  delivered  to  the  Constable  in  charge,  James  W. 
Sias.  The  ballots  were  delivered  to  the  Selectmen  in  charge. 

The  polls  were  duly  opened  and  closed  at  the  hours  specified  in  the 
Warrant  and  the  votes  were  counted  with  the  following  results  : 

1990  Republican — 164  Democrat — Total  Vote  2154. 

Republican  Party 
Governor 

Leverett  Saltonstall,  240  Chestnut  Hill  Rd.,  Newton  1872 

Blanks  118 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Horace  T.  Cahill,  60  Arborway  Drive,  Braintree  1862 

Blanks  128 

Secretary 

Frederick  W.  Cook,  75  Benton  Rd.,  Somerville  1862 

Blanks  128 

Treasurer 

William  E.  Hurley,  37  Carruth  St.,  Boston  1814 

Blanks  176 

Auditor 

Russell  A.  Wood,  11  Whittier  St.,  Cambridge  1813 

Blanks  177 

Attorney  General 

Clarence  A.  Barnes,  79  Rumford  Ave.,  Mansfield  435 

Robert  T.  Bushnell,  193  Fuller  St.,  Newton  738 

William  C.  Crossley,  288  Montgomery  St.,  Fall  River  121 

Edmund  R.  Dewing,  200  Grove  St.,  Wellesley  325 
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Michael  A.  Fredo,  9 W'ebster  St.,  Arlington  122 

George  W.  Roberts,  90  Commonwealth  Aye.,  Boston  189 

Blanks  160 

Senator  in  Congress 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr.,  243  Beacon  St.,  Boston  1761 

Blanks  229 

Congressman 

Edith  Nourse  Rogers,  444  Andover  St.,  Lowell 1855 

Famagust  S.  Paulson,  237  East  Merrimac  St.,  Lowell  88 

Blanks  44 

Councillor 

Eugene  A.  F.  Burtnett,  39  Ware  St.,  Somerville  791 

Mary  Walsh  Brennan,  437  East  Merrimac  St.,  Lowell 98 

Oscar  N.  Codding,  19  Yale  St.,  Winchester  112 

Meril  A.  Dorion,  138  Gray  St.,  Arlington  116 

Willa  A.  Hatton,  525  Lynn  Fells  Parkway,  Melrose  155 

Frank  E.  Lewis,  2 Hampshire  St.,  Everett  411 

Blanks  307 

Senator 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  210  Summer  Ave.,  Reading  1454 

Louis  Ellenwood,  18  Gould  St.,  Reading  489 

Blanks  47 

Representatives  in  General  Court 

Newell  H.  Morton,  198  Woburn  St.,  Reading  1599 

Herman  P.  Peterson,  133  Montvale  Ave.,  Woburn  942 

Mollie  A.  Sweetser,  192  Woburn  St.,  Reading  1022 

Blanks  417 

Clerk  of  Courts 

Frederic  L.  Putnam,  288  Main  St.,  Melrose  1674 

Harold  A.  Murray,  181  Pearl  St.,  Newton  121 

Blanks  195 

Register  of  Deeds 

Thomas  Leighton,  72  Rutledge  Rd.,  Belmont  1646 

Joseph  J.  Launie,  25  Vernon  St.,  Medford  88 

Blanks  256 

County  Commissioners 

Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch,  Edmands  Rd.,  Framingham  1044 

Lewis  A.  Adams,  10  Pleasant  St.,  Court,  Medford  115 

Leslie  G.  Ainsley,  12  Newport  Rd.,  Cambridge  59 

Howe  Coolidge  Amee,  285  Harvard  St.,  Cambridge  98 

Robert  W.  Beyer,  45  Myrtle  Terrace,  Winchester  62 

Maurice  B.  Blomerth,  89  Dexter  St.,  Malden  47 

Thomas  B.  Brennan,  72  Bower  St.,  Medford  73 
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Edward  J.  Bushell,  182  Hawthorne  St.,  Malden  268 

Ernest  J.  Chisholm,  318  Winthrop  St.,  Medford  58 

Donald  B.  Falvey,  23  Springfield  St,  Belmont  16 

Harry  R.  Gardner,  18  Fountain  St.,  Medford  77 

Archibald  R.  Giroux,  6 Stratham  Road,  Lexington  344 

William  A.  Hastings,  11  Upham  Terrace,  Malden  245 

Arthur  K.  Reading,  56  Kirkland  St.,  Cambridge  342 

Charles  A.  Stevens,  115  Butnam  Rd.,  Lowell  180 

John  A.  Sweeney,  53  Cedar  St.,  Cambridge  30 

Herbert  L.  Trull,  Andover  St.,  Tewksbury  128 

Frank  D.  Walker,  5 Framingham  Rd.,  Marlborough 58 

Blanks  736 

County  Treasurer 

William  F.  Drake,  222  Walnut  St.,  Framingham  55 

Charles  P.  Howard,  186  Summer  Ave.,  Reading  1735 

John  E.  Howard,  158  Riverside  Ave.,  Medford  51 

Frank  M.  Syrewicz,,  42  Fairfax  St.,  Somerville  9 

Blanks  140 

Delegates  to  State  Convention 

William  E.  Bloom,  154  Woburn  St 104 

Arthur  S.  Cook,  73  Bancroft  Ave  110 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge,  210  Summer  Ave 12d 

Louis  Ellenwood,  18  Gould  St 113 

Guy  W.  Ellison,  90  Grand  St 110 

Robert  E.  Fowle,  3 Perkins  Ave 107 

Norman  W.  Haines,  32  Thorndike  St 105 

Charles  P.  Howard,  186  Summer  Ave 116 

Louise  B.  Jenkins,  161  Salem  St.  107 

Dudley  B.  Killam,  16  Arlington  St.  114 

Newell  H.  Morton,  198  Woburn  St 120 

Gertrude  F.  Stratton,  117  Oak  St 101 

Marion  R.  Symonds,  170  Bancroft  Ave.  102 

Loring  F.  Wilcox,  67  Hillcrest  Rd 114 

Frank  Tanner,  124  Oak  St 1 

Mollie  Sweetser,  192  Woburn  St \ 4 

C.  Irving  Alger,  144  Woburn  St 4 

Logan  R.  Dickie,  86  Walnut  St 3 

Charius  S.  Hasty,  46  Temple  St 2 

H.  Raymond  Johnson,  15  Woodward  Ave 1 

Ralph  Keneely,  189  Haven  St 2 

Robert  Mount,  293  Ash  St 1 

Charles  Tasney,  7 Gould  St 1 

Edward  Rollins,  71  Vine  St 1 

Myles  Higgins,  8 Sanborn  St 1 
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Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St 2 

Horace  Bailey,  93  Salem  St 1 

William  Haley,  73  Hillcrest  Road  1 

Blanks  # 2629 

Democratic  Party 
Governor 

Paul  A.  Dever,  86  Buckingham  St.,  Cambridge  120 

Francis  E.  Kelly,  1176  Morton  St.,  Boston 40 

Blanks  4 

Lieutenant  Governor 

John  C.  Carr,  30  Burnside  St.,  Medford  61 

Owen  A.  Gallagher,  17  Ocean  St.,  Boston  48 

Francis  P.  Kelley,  43  Emerson  Rd.,  Milton  13 

Michael  Phillip  McCarron,  142  Myrtle  St.,  Lowell  4 

Charles  E.  O’Neill,  110  High  St.,  Danvers  3 

Raymond  A.  Willett,  Jr.,  77  Salem  St.,  Woburn  20 

Blanks  15 

Secretary 

Albert  L.  Fish,  4 Rundel  Park,  Boston  19 

Katherine  A.  Foley,  17  Allyn  Terrace,  Lawrence  55 

Arthur  Michael  MacCarthy,  66  Summit  Ave.,  Winthrop  19 

Albert  E.  Morris,  19  Greenhalge  Ave.,  Everett  49 

Blanks  22 

Treasurer 

Ernest  J.  Brown,  33  Kenmore  Rd.,  Medford  21 

Patrick  M.  Cahill,  20  Church  St..  Peabody  32 

Joseph  W.  Doherty,  67  Carlton  St.,  Brookline  31 

John  J.  Donahue,  108  Summer  St.,  Somerville  32 

John  J.  McGrath,  11  Richview  St.,  Boston 21 

Blanks  27 

Auditor 

Thomas  J.  Buckley,  86  Pickney  St.,  Boston  70 

Thomas  P.  Flaherty,  9 Lafield  St.,  Boston 23 

William  P.  Husband,  Jr.,  49  Raleigh  Rd.,  Belmont  33 

Leo  D.  Walsh,  ,1145  Dorchester  Ave.,  Boston  15 

Blanks  23 

Attorney  General 

John  H.  Backus,  71  Bonney  St.,  New  Bedford  23 

James  Henry  Brennan,  38  Arborway,  Boston  33 

Thomas  M.  Burke,  23  Idaho  St.,  Boston  15 

Joseph  V.  Carroll,  154  Clifton  St.,  Belmont  11 

Jeannette  C.  Chisholm,  15  Mayall  Rd.,  Waltham 3 

Joseph  Finnegan,  163  Train  St.,  Boston  8 
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John  W.  Lyons,  28  Ellsworth  Ave.,  Cambridge  9 

Edward  A.  Ryan,  34  Dayton  St.,  Worcester  4 

Harold  W.  Sullivan,  34  Topliff  St.,  Boston  38 

Blanks  20 

Senator  in  Congress 

David  I.  Walsh,  37  Day  St.,  Fitchburg  141 

Blanks  23 

Congressman 

Francis  J.  Roane,  46  Burtt  St.,  Lowell  132 

Blanks  32 

Councillor 

James  J.  Brennan,  10  Putnam  St.,  Somerville  90 

Edward  J.  Coughlin,  239  Tremont  St.,  Somerville  16 

Walter  McCarron,  142  Myrtle  St.,  Lowell  23 

Thomas  F.  McGrath,  217  Willow  Ave.,  Somerville 11 

Blanks  24 

Senator 

William  D.  Dacey,  176  Andover  St.,  Lowell  130 

Richard  Drew,  158  Salem  St.,  Reading  1 

Blanks  33 

Representatives  in  General  Court 

Joseph  L.  Ring,  275  Middlesex  Ave.,  Wilmington  118 

Richard  Drew,  158  Salem  St.,  Reading  15 

Raymond  Logan  1 

Louis  M.  Lyons,  14  Vale  Road,  Reading  1 

Blanks  193 

Clerk  of  Courts 

J.  Gordon  Duffy,  169  Spring  St.,  Cambridge  85 

Martin  Leo  Vahey,  104  Riverside  St.,  Watertown  47 

Blanks  32 

Register  of  Deeds 

Louis  Marchetti  1 

Blanks  163 

County  Commissioners 

Thomas  B.  Brennan,  72  Bower  St.,  Medford  117 

Francis  J.  Kelley,  16  Cottage  St.,  Lowell  112 

Blanks  99 

County  Treasurer 

Raymond  H.  Hurley,  201  Hale  St.,  Lowell  130 

Blanks  34 

Delegates  to  State  Convention 

Louis  Bacigalupo,  96  John  St 6 

Richard  F.  Drew,  158  Salem  St 12 
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Arthur  L.  Redmond,  127  Green  St 6 

David  Whelton,  7 High  St 1 

James  Fleming,  16  Green  St 1 

Andrew  A.  Zanni,  16  Bolton  St 1 

Catherine  Doherty,  111  Green  St 1 

Blanks  458 


The  votes  were  sorted,  counted  and  declared  in  open  Town  Meet- 
ing and  adjourned  Sine  die. 

Attest : NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


REGISTRATION  FOR  MILITARY  SELECTIVE  SERVICE 

Pursuant  to  a proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  September  16,  1940,  and  a proclamation  by  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  September  25th,  a 
Military  Selective  Service  Registration  was  held  on  October  16th,  1940, 
at  the  Center  School  beginning  at  7 :00  a.  m.  and  closing  at  9 :00  p.  m. 
with  the  following  result. 

Total  number  of  male  citizens  between  the  ages  of  21  years  to 
35  years  inclusive,  registered  1077. 

The  registrations  cards  were  placed  in  the  vault  and  turned  over 
to  the  clerk  of  the  town,  Norman  P.  Charles. 

The  cards  were  delivered  to  the  Reading-Wakefield  draft  board  on 
October  18,  1940. 

For  further  details  and  list  of  thos'e  registered,  see  separate  book 
in  Town  Clerk’s  office. 


WARRANT  FOR  STATE  ELECTION 

(Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  th’e  Commonwealth  3mdu  are  hereby  required  to  no- 
tify and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  who  are  qualified  to 
vote  in  elections  to  meet  in  Security  Hall,  Woburn  Street,  Tuesday, 
the  fifth  day  of  November,  1940,  at  7 o’clock  A.  M.  for  the  following 
purposes : To  bring  in  their  votes  to  the  Election  Officers  for: 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Governor  for  this  Commonwealth. 

Lieutenant-Governor  for  this  Commonwealth. 

Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  for  this  Commonwealth. 

Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth  for  this  Commonwealth. 
Attorney-General  for  this  Commonwealth. 

Senator  in  Congress  for  this  Commonwealth. 

Representative  in  Congress  for  the  Fifth  Congressional  District. 
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Councillor  for  Sixth  Councillor  District. 

Senator  for  Seventh  Middlesex  District. 

Two  Representatives  in  General  Cour£  for  Eighteenth  Representative 

District. 

Register  of  Deeds  for  Southern  Middlesex  District. 

County  Commissioners  (2)  for  Middlesex  County. 

County  Treasurer  (to  fill  vacancy)  for  Middlesex  County. 

Clerk  of  Courts  for  Middlesex  County. 

Also  to  vote  Yes  or  No  in  answer  to  the  following  questions : 

(a)  If  a voter  desires  to  permit  the  sale  in  the  town  of  any  and 
all  alcoholic  beverages  to  be  drunk  on  and  off  the  premises  where  sold, 
he  will  vote  “Yes”  on  all  three  questions. 

(b)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  herein  of  wines  and  malt  bev- 
erages only,  to  be  drunk  on  and  off  the  premis'es  where  sold,  he  will 
vote  “No”  on  question  one,  “Yes”  on  question  two  and  “No”  on  ques- 
tion three. 

(c)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  h’erein  of  all  alcoholic  bev- 
erages, but  only  in  packages  so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises 
where  sold,  he  will  vote  “No”  on  questions  on’e  and  two  and  “Yes”  on 
question  three. 

(d)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  herein  of  wines  and  malt 
beverages  to  be  drunk  on  and  off  the  premises  where  sold  and  in  addi- 
tion other  alcoholic  beverages,  but  only  in  packages,  so  called,  not  to 
be  drunk  on  the  premises  where  sold,  he  will  vote  “No”  on  question 
one  and  “Yes”  on  question  two  and  three. 

(e)  If  he  desires  to  prohibit  the  sale  herein  of  any  and  all  al- 
coholic beverages  whether  to  be  drunk  on  or  off  the  premises  wlvere 
sold,  he  will  vote  “No”  on  all  three  questions. 

1.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  town  for  the  sal'e  therein  of 
all  alcoholic  beverages  (whiskey,  rum,  gin,  malt  beverages,  wines  and 
all  other  alcoholic  beverages)  ? Yes  or  No. 

z.  Shall  licens’es  be  granted  in  this  town  for  the  sale  therein  oi 
wines  and  malt  beverages  (wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  other  malt  bev 
crages).?  Yes  or  No. 

3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  town  for  the  sal'e  therein  oi 
dil  alcoholic  beverages  in  packages,  so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises?  Yes  or  No. 

Also  to  vote  Yes  or  No  in  answer  to  the  following  questions : 

"Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  instructed  to  vote  foi 
ihe  establishment  of  a lottery  to  be  conducted  by  the  Commonwealth, 
che  net  proceeds  of  which  shall  provide  additional  revenue  for  Old 
Age  Assistance  Fund?’’  Yes  or  No. 

"Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  instructed  to  vote  fov 
legislation  providing  for  ten  dollar  weekly  payments  to  each  recipient 
of  Old  Age  Assistance?”  Yes  or  No. 
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The  polls  will  be  opened  at  7 o’clock  A.  M.  and  will  close  at  8 
o’clock  P.  M.  And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  th’e  Town  not 
less  than  seven  days  prior  to  November  5,  1940,  and  by  causing  an  at- 
tested copy  to  be  published  in  the  Reading  Chronicle  one  day,  at  least 
prior  to  said  date.  Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon  before  the  time  and  place  of  said  m'eeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  21st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE, 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICER’S  RETURN 

October  28,  1940. 
Reading,  Mass. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss. 

By  virtue  of  this  warrant,  I this  day  notified  and  warned  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading  qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  to 
meet  in  the  place  and  at  the  time  specified  in  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  in  the  following  public  places  within  the  Town  of 
Reading : 


Municipal  Building 
Masonic  Building 
Reading  Police  Station 
Lyceum  Hall  Building 
Odd  Fellows’  Building 
M.  F.  Charles’  Store 
Sanborn  Hill  Filling  Station 


Reading  Fire  Station  No.  1 
Reading  Fire  Station  No.  2 
Weadick’s  Drug  Store 
Danforth’s  Drug  Store 
Haven  Spa 
B.  & M.  R.  R.  Station 
Austin’s  Lunch 

The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  November  5, 
1940,  the  date  of  said  election. 

I also  caused  an  attested  copy  to  be  printed  in  the  Reading  Chron- 
icle, date  of  Nov.  1st,  1940,  the  same  being  at  least  one  day  prior  to 
the  date  of  said  meeting. 

Signed, 

J.  W.  SIAS,  Constable  of  Reading. 


STATE  ELECTION 
November  5,  1940 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  and  the  Constables  return  thereon,  a 
State  Election  was  held  at  the  time  and  place  specified  therein,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  Selectman  Robert  E.  Fowle.  The  Warrant  was 
partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Norman  P.  Charles,  but  on  motion 
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of  James  W.  Sias,  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  further  reading 
of  the  Warrant  except  the  Constables  Return,  which  was  then  read  by 
the  Town  Clerk. 

The  ballot  boxes  were  examined  and  declared  empty  and  the  keys 
delivered  to  the  Constable  in  charge,  James  W.  Sias.  The  ballots  were 
delivered  to  the  Selectmen  in  charge  and  the  following  were  duly 
sworn  as  Election  Officers  to  serve  at  this  election : 

At  the  Ballot  Boxes 

R.  Helen  DeCoster,  14  Grand  St. 

D.  Charles  A.  Sullivan,  11  Winthrop  Ave. 

Ballot  Clerks 

R.  Gladys  R.  Dickinson,  25  Arlington  St. 

D.  William  Carney,  35  Park  Ave. 

Checkers 

D.  Nellie  E.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

R.  Winnifred  E.  McClintock,  188  Wakefield  St. 

D.  Catherine  E.  R'eilly,  67  Mineral  St. 

D.  Catherine  L.  Doherty,  111  Green  St. 

R.  Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

D.  John  E.  Murray,  61  Vine  St. 

D.  Mary  C.  Barrett,  38  Warren  Ave. 

R.  M.  Louise  Classen,  13  Chute  St. 

R.  Jessie  N.  Thaxter,  11  Winter  St. 

R.  Mabel  E.  Bennett,  38  Highland  St. 

R.  Eva  F.  Gleason,  20  Highland  St. 

R.  May  E.  Horrocks,  404  Main  St. 

D.  Margaret  Thornton,  10  Minot  St. 

D.  Annie  G.  Linder,  187  High  St. 

R.  Vaughan  F.  Burnham,  89  Highland  St. 

D.  Catherine  D.  Winslow,  2 Warren  Ave. 

Counters 

D.  George  Dunn,  150  Pleasant  St. 

John  Goff,  9 Arlington  St. 

D.  Catherine  V.  Wright,  13  Washington  St. 

D.  Francis  J.  Thornton,  58  Hancock  St. 

D.  John  F.  Cummings,  25  Temple  St. 

R.  Harold  Flater,  33  Minot  St. 

R.  Warren  L.  Fletcher,  57  Highland  St. 

R.  Herbert  A.  Tibbetts,  155  High  St. 

R.  Irving  MacCaughey,  14  Woburn  St. 

R.  Catherine  P.  Clark,  37  Woburn  St. 

D.  Marguerite  L.  Jones,  64  Minot  St. 

R.  Charles  C.  Wakefield,  22  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
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D.  David  J.  Whelton,  7 High  St. 

R.  Edward  Briggs,  42  John  St. 

R.  Rob’ert  Shannon,  339  Haven  St. 

R.  Henry  A.  Murphy,  Jr.,  134  Pearl  St. 

R.  Eleanor  Upton  Chace,  79  Woburn  St. 

R.  Elizabeth  H.  Bates,  23  Nelson  Ave. 

D.  Virginia  A.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

R.  Eleanora  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  10  Linden  St. 

R.  Albert  C.  Graupner,  149  Pleasant  St. 

R.  Sadie  B.  Riseman,  96  Washington  St. 

D.  George  Robbins,  9 Mineral  St. 

D.  Margaret  Greene,  7 Warren  Ave. 

R.  Marie  Day,  18  Elm  St. 

D.  S.  S.  Spellman,  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

D.  Richard  Hoyt,  90  Washington  St. 

R.  Owen  Bredbury,  42  Deering  St. 

D.  John  J.  Galvin,  17  Winthrop  Ave. 

R.  William  E.  Bloom,  154  Woburn  St. 

R.  Oren  L.  Crowe,  114  Ash  St. 

D.  Edgar  Davis,  7 Michelini  Lane 
R.  William  Campbell,  55  Salem  St. 

D.  Thomas  Walsh,  16  Elm  St. 

D.  George  Meaney,  Jr.,  42  Hancock  St. 

R.  Myer  P.  Snyder,  505  Main  St. 

D.  J.  Edward  Fleming,  16  Green  St. 

D.  J.  Fred  Ryland,  Jr.,  16  Center  Ave. 

R.  Bernard  C.  Bailey,  6 Brande  Court 
R.  Florence  E.  Tasney,  9 Gould  St. 

D.  Carl  H.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  90  Washington  St. 

R.  Loretta  Gagnon,  572  Summer  Ave. 

R.  Lawrence  H.  Parker,  18  Elliott  St. 

D.  Nathaniel  Coles,  340  Main  St. 

R.  Dorothy  Ambler,  265  Lowell  St. 

Charles  Jones,  142  Wakefield  St. 

Tabulators 

R.  Lawrence  Winchester,  232  West  St. 

R.  Joseph  R.  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

D.  John  Walsh,  20  Sweetser  Ave. 

D.  Helen  Conefy,  149  Haven  St. 

Additional  List  of  Counters 

Claire  Collins,  62  Salem  St. 

Leone  D’Entremont,  17  Warren  Ave. 
Margaret  DeLong,  18  Gre'en  St. 
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Ralph  Robbins, 

Bernard  Peters,  121  Green  St. 

Eleanor  Brennan,  5 Parker  St. 

Eleanor  Brady,  150  High  St. 

Paul  Doucette,  26  Warren  Ave. 

Leland  Hilts,  831  Main  St. 

John  Rideout,  66  Bancroft  Ave. 

Charles  Middleton,  5 Sanborn  St. 

Austin  Doherty,  14  Ide  St. 

Arthur  Bernstein,  7 Harnden  St. 

Charles  Laetsch,  11  Percy  Ave. 

Charles  Langdon,  29  Highland  St. 

Olive  Bates,  169  Summer  Ave. 

The  polls  were  duly  opened  and  closed  at  the  hours  specified  in 
the  Warrant  and  the  votes  counted  in  open  Town  Meeting  with  the 
following  result:  Total  number  of  ballots,  5851. 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 

Aiken  and  Orange,  Socialist  Labor  Party  0 

Babson  and  Moorman,  Prohibition  4 

Browder  and  Ford,  Communist  Party  1 

Roosevelt  and  Wallace,  Democratic  1460 

Thomas  and  Krueger,  Socialist  Party  7 

Willkie  and  McNary,  Republican  4316 

Blanks  63 

Governor 

Henning  A.  Blomen  of  Cambridge,  Socialist  Labor  Party 0 

J’effrey  W.  Campbell  of  Boston,  Socialist  Party  4 

Paul  A.  Dever  of  Cambridge,  Democratic  1385 

Otis  Archer  Hood  of  Boston,  Communist  Party  6 

E.  Tallmadge  Root  of  Somerville,  Prohibition  10 

Leverett  Saltonstall  of  Newton,  Republican  4375 

Blanks  71 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Horace  T.  Cahill  of  Braintree,  Republican  4485 

Hugo  DeGregory  of  Springfield,  Communist  Party  20 

Owen  A.  Gallagher  of  Boston,  Democratic  1170 

Walter  S.  Hutchins  of  Greenfield,  Socialist  Party  10 

George  L.  McGlynn  of  Springfield,  Socialist  Labor  Party 4 

Guy  S.  Williams  of  Worcester,  Prohibition  6 

Blanks  156 

Secretary 

Frederick  W.  Cook  of  Somerville,  Republican  4662 

Kath'erine  A.  Foley  of  Lawrence,  Democratic  996 
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Thomas  F.  P.  O’Dea  of  Boston,  Communist  Party  7 

Modestine  Torra  of  Boston,  Socialist  Labor  Party  5 

Peter  Wartiainen,  Jr.,  of  Fitchburg,  Socialist  Party  5 

Blanks  176 

Treasurer 

John  J.  Donahue  of  Somerville,  Democratic  1077 

Henry  Grossman  of  Worcester,  Communist  Party  24 

Thomas  Hamilton  of  Lynn,  Prohibition  24 

William  E.  Hurley  of  Boston,  Republican  4517 

Malcolm  T.  Rowe  of  Lynn,  Socialist  Labor  Party  7 

Andrew  Sw’enson  of  Greenfield,  Socialist  Party  11 

Blanks  191 

Auditor 

Arthur  R.  Buckley  of  Boston,  Communist  Party  60) 

Thomas  J.  Buckley  of  Boston,  Democratic  1154 

Charles  H.  Daniels  of  North  Adams,  Socialist  Party  13 

Bernard  G.  Kelly  of  Springfield,  Socialist  Labor  Party  4 

Harry  W.  Kimball  of  Needham,  Prohibition  21 

Russell  A.  Wood  of  Cambridge,  Republican  4390s 

Blanks  209s 

Attorney  General 

James  Henry  Brennan  of  Boston,  Democratic  1085 

Robert  T.  Bushnell  of  Newton,  Republican  4544- 

Joseph  C.  Figueiredo  of  New  Bedford,  Communist  Party  12 

Austin  H.  Fittz  of  Natick,  Prohibition  12 

Charles  R.  Hill  of  Brookline,  Socialist  Party  11 

Fred  E.  Oelcher  of  Peabody,  Socialist  Labor  Party  0 

Blanks  187 

Senator  in  Congress 

Philip  Frankfeld  of  Boston,  Communist  Party  10 

Horace  I.  Hillis  of  Saugus,  Socialist  Labor  Party  3 

George  Lyman  Paine  of  Cambridge,  Socialist  Party 10 

Henry  Parkman,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  Republican  3838 

George  L.  Thompson  of  Randolph,  Prohibition  17 

David  I.  Walsh  of  Fitchburg,  Democratic  1843 

Blanks  130 

Congressman,  Fifth  District 

Francis  J.  Roane  of  Lowell,  Democratic  738 

Edith  Nourse  Rogers  of  Lowell,  Republican  4964 

Blanks  , 149 
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Councillor,  Sixth  District 

James  J.  Brennan  of  Somerville,  Democratic  1219 

Eugene  A.  F.  Burtnett  of  Somerville,  Republican  4268 

Blanks  364 

Senator,  Seventh  Middlesex  District 

Arthur  W.  Coolidge  of  Reading,  Republican  4893 

William  D.  Dacey  of  Lowell,  Democratic  794 

Blanks  164 

Representatives  in  General  Court,  Eighteenth  Middlesex  District 

Newell  H.  Morton  of  Reading,  Republican 5143 

Herman  P.  Peterson  of  Woburn,  Republican  3929 

Joseph  L.  Ring  of  Wilmington,  Democratic  930 

Blanks  1700 

Clerk  of  Courts,  Middlesex  County 

J.  Gordon  Duffy  of  Cambridge,  Democratic  1088 

Frederic  L.  Putnam  of  Melrose,  Republican  4443 

Blanks  320 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  Southern  District 

John  P.  Clair  of  Somerville,  Democratic  1117 

Thomas  Leighton  of  Belmont,  Republican  4391 

Blanks  343 

County  Commissioners,  Middlesex  County 

Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch  of  Framingham,  Republican  3964 

Thomas  B.  Brennan  of  Medford,  Democratic  1130 

Archibald  R.  Giroux  of  Lexington,  Republican  3960 

Francis  J.  Kelley  of  Lowell,  Democratic  918 

Blanks  1730 

County  Treasurer,  Middlesex  County,  To  Fill  Vacancy 

Charles  P.  Howard  of  Reading,  Republican  4744 

Raymond  H.  Hurley  of  Lowell,  Democratic  894 

Blanks  213 

1.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  town  for  the  sale  of  all  al- 
coholic beverages  (whiskey,  rum,  gin,  malt  beverages,  wines  and  all 
other  alcoholic  beverages)  ? 

Yes  1089 

No  4071 

Blanks  691 


2.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  Tow'n  for  the  sale  therein  of 
wines  and  malt  beverages,  (wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  oth’er  malt 
beverages)  ? 
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Yes 1177 

No  3902 

Blanks  772 


3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  Town  for  the  sale  therein  of 
all  alcoholic  beverages  in  packages  so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises  ? 


Yes  1834 

No  3432 

Blanks  585 


Question  of  Public  Policy 

Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  instructed  to  vote  for  legis- 
lation providing  for  ten  dollar  weekly  payments  to  each  recipient  of  old 
age  assistance? 


Yes  3114 

No  1629 

Blanks  1108 


Question  of  Public  Policy 

Shall  the  Senator  from  this  district  be  instructed  to  vote  for  the 
establishment  of  a lottery  to  be  conducted  by  the  Commonwealth,  the 
net  proceeds  of  which  shall  provide  additional  revenue  for  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  Fund? 


Yes  2444 

No  2337 

Blanks  1070 


The  votes  were  sorted,  counted,  and  declared  in  open  Town  Meet- 
ing, and  vot’e  was  announced  at  3 :30  A.  M.  November  6,  1940,  and 
the  meeting  was  adjourned,  Sine  Die. 

Attest : NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
County  of  Middlesex 
City  of  Woburn 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  125,  Chapter  54  of 
the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts  1932,  Ter.  Ed.,  th'e  City  Clerk  of 
Woburn  and  the  Town  Clerks  of  Reading,  North  Reading,  and  Wil- 
mington, being  the  City  and  Town  Clerks  of  every  city  and  town  in 
Representative  District  number  'eighteen  within  said  county,  met  at 
the  City  Hall,  Woburn,  at  noon  on  Friday,  November  15,  1940,  being 
the  10th  day  succeeding  the  day  of  the  State  Election  held  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  5,  1940,  and  then  and  there  opened,  examined  and  compared  the 
copies  of  the  records  of  votes  cast  at  said  election  for  the  office  of  rep- 
resentative, and  determined  therefrom  that  Newell  H.  Morton  of  Read- 
ing and  Herman  P.  Peterson  of  Woburn  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
Representative. 
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The  following  is  a schedule  of  the  names  of  all  persons  for  whom 
votes  for  Representative  were  given  in  said  District  and  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  persons,  viz 

Newell  H.  Morton  of  Reading  had  Ten  Thousand,  One  Hundred 
Eighty-Six  (10,186)  ; Herman  P.  Peterson  of  Woburn,  had  Ten  Thou- 
sand Two  Hundred  Fifty-Three  (10,253) ; Joseph  L.  Ring  of  Wilmington, 
had  Five  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Eighty-Five  (5,585). 

In  witness  wh'ereof,  we  the  City  Clerk  of  Woburn  and  the  Town 
Clerks  of  Reading,  North  Reading,  and  Wilmington  hereunto  set  our 
hands  this  fifteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1940. 

MARGARET  FITZGERALD,  City  Clerk  of  Woburn 
NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk  of  Reading 
WILLIAM  J.  SULLIVAN,  Town  Clerk  of  North  Reading 
WILLIAM  S.  CAVANAUGH,  Town  Clerk  of  Wilmington 


ORDER  FOR  RECOUNT  FOR  GOVERNOR 

November  22,  1940. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

To  City  and  Town  Clerks  and  Election  Commissioners: 

Whereas, — petitions  have  been  filed  with  the  State  Secretary,  in  the 
interest  of  Paul  A.  Dever  of  Cambridge,  Democratic  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  Lev'erett  Saltonstall  of  Newton,  Republican 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor,  for  state-wide  recounts  of  bal- 
lots cast  at  the  election  held  November  5,  1940,  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  54,  Section  135, 
as  amended : and 

Whereas, — after  the  official  tabulation  of  votes  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  it  appears  that  the  difference  in  the  number  of  votes  cast 
for  the  two  leading  candidates  for  said  office  of  Governor  is  less  than 
one  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  such  office ; 

Therefor,  under  the  provisions  of  said  section  135,  as  amended,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to,  and  I do  hereby  order  the  clerk  of  each  city  or 
town  of  the  Commonwealth  to  transmit  forthwith,  and  said  clerk  shall 
so  transmit  the  envelopes  containing  th’e  ballots,  sealed,  to  the  Regis- 
trars of  the  city  or  town  who  shall  without  unnecessary  delay,  open 
the  envelopes,  recount  the  ballots  cast  for  said  office  and  determine  th’e 
questions  raised. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FREDERICK  W.  COOK,  Secretary. 

Names  and  Addresses  of  Candidates  for  Governor 
Henning  A.  Blomen,  35  Roseland  St.,  Cambridge,  Socialist  Labor  Party 
Jeffrey  W.  Campbell,  33  West  Cedar  St.,  Boston,  Socialist  Party 
Paul  A.  Dever,  86  Buckingham  St.,  Cambridge,  Democratic 
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Otis  Archer  Hood,  12  Poplar  Place,  Boston,  Communist  Party 
E.  Tallmadg’e  Root,  55  Putnam  St.,  Somerville,  Prohibition 
Leverett  Saltonstall,  240  Chestnut  Hill  Road,  Newton,  Republican 

The  following  were  appointed  to  serve  as  counters  at  the  re- 
count : 

R.  Frances  B.  Draper,  633  Main  St. 

R.  Eva  H.  Gleason,  3 Highland  St. 

R.  Owen  Br’edbury,  42  Deering  St. 

D.  Margaret  Desmond,  8 Center  Ave. 

D.  J.  Edward  Fleming,  16  Green  St. 

D.  Edwin  Wendell,  21  Minot  St. 

D.  John  Wendell,  104  Pleasant  St. 

R.  John  E.  Rideout,  Municipal  Light  Dept. 

R.  Donald  C.  Tuttle,  129  Pleasant  St. 

D.  Virginia  W.  Doiron,  71  Curtis  St. 

R.  Sadie  B.  Ris'eman,  96  Washington  St. 

R.  Harriette  Leuchtman,  18  Belmont  St. 

D.  Edwin  J.  Doherty,  10  Linden  St. 

R.  Eleanor  Dissell,  141  Summer  Ave. 

D.  Lillian  Drew,  158  Salem  St. 

D.  Catherine  Winslow,  35  Warren  Ave. 

Tabulators 

R.  J.  Robert  Clark,  81  Ash  St. 

D.  Charles  J.  McK’enney,  20  Arlington  St. 

Pursuant  to  the  above  order,  a recount  was  held  in  Room  19, 
Municipal  Building  on  Sunday,  Dec.  1,  1940,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Registrars,  with  the  following  result : 

Whole  number  of  votes  counted — 5851. 


Henning  A.  Blonren  0 

Jeffrey  W.  Campbell  4 

Paul  A.  Dever  1381 

Otis  Archer  Hood  5 

E.  Tallmadge  Root  9 

Leverett  Saltonstall  4370 

Blanks  82 


5851 

Net  change — Saltonstall  lost  5 votes ; Paul  Dever  lost  4 votes ; Net 
gain  for  Dev’er,  1 vote. 

A true  record,  Attest: 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
Town  Warrant 

(Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonw’ealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  here- 
by required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs  to  meet  in  Security  Hall, 
Woburn  Street,  in  said  Reading  on  Monday,  December  Second,  A.  D. 
1940,  at  seven  forty-five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  to  act  on  the  follow- 
ing articles : 

Article  1.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  Town  Officers  and 
Special  Committees  and  to  choose  all  necessary  Committees  and  deter- 
mine what  instructions,  if  any,  shall  be  given  Town  Officers  and  special 
committees. 

Article  2.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  and  transfer  to  Election  and  Registration  Expense 
Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  3.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  and  transfer  to  the  Town  Counsel’s  Expense  Ac- 
count; or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  4.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  and  transfer  to  Soldiers’  Relief  Account,  or  what 
it  will  do  in  realtion  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  additional  appropriations 
for  Public  Welfare,  including  Aid,  Board  and  Care,  and  Old  Age  As- 
sistance and  for  Soldiers’  Benefits,  and  determine  how  the  money  shall 
be  raised  by  borrowing,  or  otherwise,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  and  transfer  to  Public  Welfare  General  Aid  Ac- 
count and  Old  Age  Assistance  Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation 
thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

Article  7.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  and  transfer  to  the  Block  System  Survey  Account,  or 
what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Assessors. 
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Article  8.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  and  transfer  to  Wafer  Department  Maintenance  and 
Construction  Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Special 
Drainage  Committee  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  Legislation  by 
amendment  of  Chapter  458  of  the  Acts  of  1939  or  otherwise  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  Town  shall  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  a sum  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  cost  to  the  Town  for  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
posed drainage  system  and  to  ratify  and  confirm  any  action  of  the 
Committee  or  members  thereof  in  connection  therewith  or  what  it  will 
do  in  relation  thereto. 

Special  Drainage  Committee. 

Article  10.  To  see  what  sum  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  and  transfer  to  School  Department  Maintenance 
Account,  or  what  it  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

School  Committee. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  an  attested 
copy  thereof  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the  Town,  not  less  than 
seven  days  prior  to  December  2,  1940,  the  date  set  for  the  meeting  in 
said  warrant  and  to  publish  this  warrant  in  the  Reading  Chronicle  one 
day  at  least  prior  to  said  date. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doing  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before  the  time  appointed  for 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-second  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1940. 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON, 
ROBERT  E.  FOWLE, 

CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE, 

Selectmen  of  Reading. 


OFFICER  S RETURN 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Middlesex,  ss. 

Reading,  Mass.,  November  25,  1940. 
By  virtue  of  this  warrant,  I this  day  notified  and  warned  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Reading  to  meet  in  the  place  and  at  the  time 
specified  in  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies  in  the  following 
public  places  within  the  Town  of  Reading. 

Municipal  Building  Danforth’s  Drug  Store 

Masonic  Building  Weadick’s  Drug  Store 

Odd  Fellows’  Building  M.  F.  Charles’  Store 
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Lyceum  Hall  Building  Reading  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  1 

Reading  Police  Station  Reading  Fire  Station,  Engine' No.  2 

B.  & M.  R.  R.  Station  Austin’s  Lunch 

Haven  Spa 

The  same  being  not  less  than  seven  days  prior  to  December  2nd, 
1940,  the  date  set  for  said  meeting.  I also  caused  an  attested' 'Copy  to 
be  printed  in  the  Reading  Chrbnicle,  date  of  November  29th,  1940, 
the  same  being  one  day  at  least  prior  to  said  date  of  meeting. 

Signed:  J.  W.  SIAS,  Constable  of  Reading. 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

December  2,  1940. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Warrant  and  the  Constable’s  return 
thereon,  a Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Moderator,  Charles  P.  HoWard. 

The  Warrant  was  partially  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  when  on  mo- 
tion of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  dispense  with  thef  further 
reading  of  the  Warrant  except  the  Constable’s  return  which  was  then 
read  by  the  Town  Clerk.  - 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton,  it  was  voted  to  lay 
Article  1 on  the  table. 

Article  2.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  ninety- 
four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  ($94.25)  be  appropriated  from  the  un- 
expended balance  in  Registrar’s  Special  Account  to  Election  and  Regis- 
tration Expense  Account,  and  that,  the  Town  Accountant  be  and.  he 
hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  said  sum  to  said 
account. 

Article  3.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  one 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  ten  cents  ($109.10)  be  appropriated  from 
Land  Court  Expense  Account  to  Town  Counsel’s  Expense  Account, 
and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  transfer  said  sum  to  said  account. 

Article  4.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that 
($200.00)  be  appropriated  from  the  unexpended  balance  in  State  Aid 
Account  to  Soldiers’  Relief  Account,  and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  said  sum  to 
said  account. 

Article  5.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Twenty-two  Hundred  ($2200.)  Dollars  be  appropriated  for 
Public  Welfare  General  Aid  and  also  that  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred 
($300)  Dollars  be  appropriated  for  Soldiers’  Relief  and  to  meet  said  ap- 
propriation the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  Twenty-five  Hundred 
($2500)  Dollars  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933 
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■&s  most  recently  amended  by  Chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1939  and  to 
issue  a note  or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor  payable  as  provided  therein. 
This  article  being  a bond  issue  a two  thirds  vote  was  necessary.  36 
voted  “Yes”  and  0 voted  “No”. 

Article  6.  On  motion  of  Edward  E.  Harnden  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  ($2,800.00)  be  appropriated  from  the 
unexpended  balance  in  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Account;  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ($100.00)  from  the  unexpended  balance  in  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance Administrative  Account ; two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  from  un- 
expended balance  in  General  Aid  Administrative  Account ; two  thou- 
sand dollars  ($2,000.00)  from  unexpended  balance  in  Interest  Account; 
and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500.00)  from  unexpended  balance  in  In- 
surance Account,  and  transferred  to  the  following  accounts  : — 

Sixty-three  hundred  dollars  ($6,300.00)  to  Public  Welfare  General 
Aid  Account.  One  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  to  Old  Age  Assistance 
Account. 

And  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
instructed  to  make  the  necessary  transfers  to  carry  out  the  purpose 
of  this  vote. 

Article  7.  On  motion  of  George  E.  Horrocks  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Four  Hundred  Twenty-Five  ($425)  dollars  be  appropriated  by 
transferring  from  the  unexpended  balance  in  the  Assessor’s  Expenses 
to  the  Assessor’s  Block  System  Survey  Account,  and  the  Town  Ac- 
countant be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  transfer  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  vote. 

Article  8.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the 
sum  of  Sixteen  Hundred  Seventy-Eight  ($1678)  Dollars  be  appropriated 
from  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  Water  Department  Available 
Surplus  and  also  that  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  Twenty-two  ($422) 
Dollars  be  appropriated  from  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  Fire 
Loss  Special  Account  and  that  said  sum  be  transferred  to  the  Mainten- 
ance, Operation  and  Construction  of  Water  Works  Account,  and  that 
the  Town  Accountant  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed 
to  transfer  said  sums  to  said  account. 

Article  9.  On  motion  of  Wendell  P.  Davis  it  was  voted  that  the 
Special  Drainage  Committee  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and 
•empowered  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  Legislation  by  amendment 
•of  Chapter  158  of  th’e  Acts  of  1939  or  otherwise  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  Town  shall  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  a sum  estimated  by  thq 
State  Department  of  Public  Works  to  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost 
to  the  Town  for  the  construction  of  th’e  proposed  drainage  system. 

Article  10.  On  motion  of  Frank  Tanner  it  was  voted  that  the 
•sum  of  ($1500.)  be  appropriated  from  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
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School  Committee  General  Salaries  Account  for  the  School  Committee 
General  Maintenance  Account,  and  that  the  Town  Accountant  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  transfer  said  sum  to  the  said 
account. 

Article  1.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  take 
Article  1 from  the  table.  On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted 
to  indefinitely  postpone  Article  1. 

On  motion  of  Newell  H.  Morton  it  was  voted  to  adjourn,  Sine  Die, 
at  8:20  P.  M.  40  persons  were  checked  as  having  attended  the  meeting. 

A true  copy  attest : 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Clerk. 


NOTICE  TO  PARENTS,  HOUSEWIVES,  PHYSICIANS 
AND  MIDWIVES 


Your  Attention  is  Called  to  the  Section  Below  Taken  from  the  Revised 
Laws — Blank  Forms  for  Return  of  Births  Can  Be  Obtained 
of  the  Town  Clerk 


SECTION  3,  CHAPTER  444,  ACTS  1897 
Section  3.  Physicians  and  Midwives  shall  on  or  before  the  fifth 
day  of  each  month  report  to  the  clerk  of  each  city  or  town  a correct 
list  of  all  children  born  therein  during  the  month  next  preceding,  at 
whose  birth  they  were  present,  stating  the  date  and  place  of  each  birth, 
the  name  of  the  child,  if  it  has  any,  the  s’ex  and  color  of  the  child,  the 
name,  place  of  birth  and  residence  of  the  parents,  the  maiden  name  of 
the  mother,  and  occupation  of  the  father.  If  the  child  is  illegitimate 
the  name  of  the  father  shall  not  be  sitated,  unless  at  the  joint  request 
in  writing  of  both  father  and  mother,  which  requests  shall  be  filed  with 
the  return  of  births.  The  fee  of  the  physicians  and  midwives  shall  be 
twenty-five  cents  for  each  birth  so  reported  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
city  or  town  in  which  the  report  is  made,  upon  presentation  of  certi- 
ficate from  the  city  or  town  clerk,  stating  that  said  births  have  been 
reported  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  this  section.  Any 
physician  or  midiwife  neglecting  to  report  such  list  for  ten  days  after 
it  is  due  shall  for  each  offense  forfeit  a sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
dollars. 

SECTION  6,  CHAPTER  444,  ACTS  1897 
Section  6.  Parents  and  householders  shall  within  forty  (40)  days 
after  the  date  of  a birth  occuring  in  his  house  give  notice  thereof  or 
cause  such  notice  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which 
such  child  is  born. 

NORMAN  P.  CHARLES,  Town  Cl'erk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK  ON  FISH  AND  GAME 


LICENSES  ISSUED  FOR  1940 

209  Fishing  Licenses  @ $2.00  $ 418.00 

115  Hunting  Licenses  @ $2.00  230.00 

43  Sporting  Licenses  @ $3.25  139.75 

33  Minor  Fishing  Licenses  @ $1.25  41.25 

5 Trapping  Licenses  @ $5.25  26.25 

1 Non  Resident  3-Day  License  @ $1.50  1.50 

1 Non  Resident  Minor  Fishing  License  @ $2.25 2.25 

21  Free  Sporting  and  Trapping  Licenses  .... . 

3 Duplicate  Licenses  @ 50c  1.50 


Value  of  Licenses  Issued  $ 860.50 

Less  Fees  Deducted  by  Town  Clerk  14.00 


$ 846.50 

Less  Fees  to  Town  87.75 


Amount  Paid  to  Fish  and  Game  Commission  $ 758.75 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK  ON  DOG  LICENSES 
ISSUED  FOR  1940 


474  Male  Licenses  @ $2.00  $ 948.00 

65  Female  Licenses  @ $5.00  325.00 

235  Spayed  Female  Licenses  @ $2.00  470.00 

5 Kennel  Licenses  @ $25.00  125.00 


Total  Value  of  Licenses  Issued  $ 1,868.00 

Less  Fees  to  the  Town  Clerk 4.80 


Amount  Paid  Town  $ 1,863.20 

Less  Fees  to  Town  151.00 


Amount  Paid  County  $ 1,712.20 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK  OF  FEES  RECEIVED 


March  15,  1940  to  December  31,  1940 

Dog  Licenses  $ 151.00 

Fish  and  Game  Licenses  87.75 

Death  Certificates  37.00 

Birth  Certificates  61.75 

Marriage  Licenses  and  Certificates  235.50 

Mortgages  and  Discharges  206.50 

Certificates  of  Residence  11.75 

Business  Certificates  4.00 

Dog  Tags  1.80 

Gas  Permit  Renewals  21.50 

Postage  .41 

Pole  Locations  44.80 

Voters  Certificates  .75 

Recording  Lease  1.00 

Copy  List  of  Births  .95 

Garage  License  1.00 

Dog  License  Transfers  .50 

Title  Transfer  1.00 

Affidavits  .50 

Foreclosure  Notice  2.00 

Assignments  1.00 

Total  Fees  to  Town  $ 872.46 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 


Parent 


January 

2 Carol  Ann  Toussaint 

2 

8 Sandra  Jean  Moore 

9 Richard  Arthur  Gray 

11  Richard  Albert  Nicholson 
15  Lois  Florence  Boyd 

22  Roland  William  Henderson 

23 

24  David  Wilson 

27  Wilma  Hazel  Schauer 
29  Richard  Norman  Hammond 
29  Ruth  Ann  Ellis 
29  Marcia  Louise  Johnson 

February 

3 Barbara  Carolyn  Anderson 
5 Judith  Ellen  Mount 

5 Meredith  Nicholson 

12  Nancy  Carole  Poehler 

13  James  Andrew  Lomax 

15  William  Francis  Cavanaugh 
15  Warren  Alvin  Strasnick 
17  Robert  Edward  Emerson 

19  William  Eugene  Conway 

20  Anita  Litchfield 
23  Jacqueline  Jewell 
27  David  Alan  Riley 

29  Edward  Jefferson  Taylor,  Jr. 

March 

1 Judith  Ann  Clough 

2 Carolyn  May  Moody 

5 Lucinda  Emily  Leary 
5 Frederick  Wagner  Brush,  3rd. 
9 Carol  Buttrick 
15  David  Newhall  Sweetser 

21  Judith  Mary  Van  Horn 
29  George  Herbert  Drury 


Leopold  and  Blanche  O. 

Richard  G.  and  Hazel  M. 
Donald  P .and  Elinore  J.  M. 
Robert  R.  and  Dorothy  G. 
Roland  J.  and  Anna  W. 
Elmer  R.  and  Grace  C. 

Ivan  and  Marion 
Clarence  L.  and  Eleanor  V. 
Norman  O.  and  Hazel  L. 
Walter  H and  Gertrude  E. 
Edward  N.  and  Ruth  J. 


Walter  R.  and  Lillian  M. 
Joseph  W.  and  Marguerite  L. 
Harry  P.  and  Virginia 
Arnold  and  Dorothy 
Andrew  J.  and  Mary  V. 
James  J.  and  Mary  F. 

Donald  S.  and  Dora 
Ralph  E.  and  Thelma  D 
Clarence  A.  and  Janet  A. 
Walter  S.  and  Pauline 
Paschal  H.  and  Irene 
George  J.  Jr.,  and  Dorothy  G. 
Edward  J.  and  Doris  M. 


Harry  E.  and  Mary  E. 
Harold  M.  and  Eunice  E. 
Frank  J.  and  Lucy  E. 
Frederick  W.  and  Frances  E. 
John  D.  and  Betsey 
Charles  N.  and  D.  Jane 
William  R.  and  Ruth  E. 
Harold  F.  and  Olga  E. 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 


Parent 


April 

2 Lorraine  Emily  Poore 

3 David  Arnold  Sawyer 
7 Joyce  Anne  Doherty 

9 Marcia  Theresa  Duval 
12  Daniel  Alfred  Canty 
12  Gail  Neilssien 
12  Brennan 

12  Virginia  Louis'e  Climo 

14  James  Stanley  Winn 

17  James  Walter  White,  Jr. 

21  Richard  Leslie  Wood 

22  Ronald  Hurd  Deferrari 

23 

27  Linda  Ann  Altshuler 

30  Kathleen  Ann  Greene 

May 

1 John  Ford  Pomfret 

2 Ann  Wilde  Dennison 

4 Edson  Mitchell  Larkin 

5 Helen  Marie  Doucette 

6 Ralph  Harrison 

9 Phyllis  Arlene  Meuse 
12  Edwin  Chester  Goodwin 

15  Ellen  Ball  Partelow 
17  Steven  Higgins 

19  Karen  Frances  Trott 
21  Richard  Charles  Powell 
21  Edward  Walter  M'euse,  Jr. 

26  Marcella  Elizabeth  Gonzalo 

27  Linda  Jill  Chesley 

28  Edward  Galvin 

29  Carol  Ann  Doucette 

31  Elmer  Frances  Maybury  1st 
Gerald  Frank  Maybury  2nd 

June 

3 George  Edward  Margeson 

5 Ruth  Ellen  Marinelli 

6 Karl  Gynther  Gyntherson 


Harvey  P.  and  Rose  M. 
Arthur  W.  and  Alberta  B. 
Joseph  P.  and  Rita  M. 
John  J.  and  Jessie  C. 

Francis  D.  and  Evelyn  M. 
Wesley  W.  and  Fern  E. 
William  and  Sylvia 
John,  Jr.  and  Louise  K. 
James  J.  and  Alice  M. 
James  W.  and  Florence  A. 
Carl  L.  and  Phyllis  W. 
William  S.  and  Marion  H 

Louis  N.  and  Dorothy 
Joseph  M.  and  Katherin'e  A. 


Stanley  R.  and  Josephine  E. 
Robert  A.  and  Elizabeth  H. 
Herbert  M.  and  Ethel  D. 
Edward  H.  and  Louise  A. 
Ralph  and  Jennie  E. 

Lawrence  J.  and  Margaret  M. 
Howard  D.  and  Margaret  E. 
Lawrence  A.  and  Dorothy  A. 
Donald  and  Eleanor  L. 
Howard  S.  and  Ruth  M. 
Albert  W.  and  Dorothy  B. 
Edward  W and  Elizabeth  G. 
Frederick  W.  and  Elizabeth  F. 
Richard  B.  and  Charlotte  F. 
James  F.  and  Alice  W. 
Clarence  L.  and  Frances  L. 
Harold  W.  and  Christine  F. 
Harold  W.  and  Christine  F. 


George  F.  and  B’ertha  S. 
Dominic  and  Catherine  M. 
Martin  G.  and  Ada  R. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 


Parent 


June 

9 

12  Gale  Ann  O’Brien 
12  Marilyn  Shepard 

23  Paul  Joseph  Demenkow 

24 

25  Robert  Fitzpatrick 
27  Kay  Grundy 

27  Robert  Alfred  Lundholm,  Jr. 

28  Richard  Stephen  Munnis 

29  Charles  Robert  Evans 

30  Lillian  Rose  Fierro 

July 

1 Phillip  Joseph  Campbell 

6 Sheila  Desmond 

9 Judith  Clarke  Pinto 
11  Bertha  Ann  Surette 

21  Gale  Marie  Carter 
23  Joseph  Doherty,  Jr. 

25  Edward  Gerard  Flahertj 
27  Albert  William  Brown 

August 

7 Howard  Holbrook  Barter 

8 Robert  Aschod  Kurchian 

11  Joan  Frances  Lucas 

12  Thomas  Snow  Bissett 
16  Joyce  Marie  Mellen 

22  Margery  Iris  Morrison 

23  George  Forbes  Hurt 

27  Sumner  Harold  Weston 
30  John  Jacob  Spero 
30  Manuel  Desmond  Camacho 

September 

4 John  Joseph  Sampson 
4 Carol  Ann  Rogers 
6 Louis  James  DeWolfe,  Jr. 


Nelson  P.  and  Mildred  A. 
Henry  T.  and  Dorothy  V. 
Joseph  J.  and  Genevieve  M. 

Joseph  F.  and  Marie  A. 
Robert  A.  and  Ethel  P. 
Robert  H.  and  Eva  H. 

Alvin  A.  and  Doris  M. 
George  N.  and  Margaret  L. 
Vincent  and  Lillian 


Donald  K.  and  Ruth  E. 
Daniel  J.  and  Helen  G. 
Herbert  and  Elinore 
John  L.  and  Esther  R. 
Frederick  D.  and  Mary  A. 
Joseph  and  Alice  R. 
William  B.  and  Anna  E. 
Cyrus  A.  and  Delphine 


Howard  H.  and  Helen  M. 
Harry  K.  and  Mary 
Kenneth  A.  and  Doris  I. 
Norman  T.  and  Elizabeth 
Paul  F.  and  Helen  P. 
Kenneth  O.  and  Sarah  M. 
Adelbert  F.  and  Virginia  G. 
Harold  L.  and  Martha  V. 
Lester  J.  and  Olga  M. 
Manuel  F.  and  Nora  R. 
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Earl  F.  and  Ann  M. 
Wesley  A.  and  Priscilla  L. 
Louis  J.  and  Helen  G. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Dat’e  Name 


Parent 


September 

11  Marian  Louise  Forsyth'e 
16  Barry  Mark  Babine 

18  Virginia  Morton  Carney 

19  Martin  Henry  McHardy 
19  Margaret  Mary  Whittle 

19  Elaine  Doris  Ruggles 

20  Marcia  Frost 

20  Paul  Richard  Meuse 

20  James  Edward  Gallagher 

21  Smith 
25  Joan  McKenney 

27  Layne  McMenamin 

27  Donna  Grace  Florence 

28  Rutledge 


October 

3 Peter  Bergholtz 

7 Mary  Anne  Doucette 

8 David  Lawson  Archer 

8 William  Earle  Mahaney 

9 Claire  Joan  Marshall 
10  Virginia  McNamara 

12  Charles  Robert  Beighley 

14  Ronald  James  Knight 

15  Caroline  Jane  Surette 

15  Peter  Edward  Maxim 

16  James  Gerard  Cunningham 

18  Gerald  Clifford  Nelson 

19  Richard  Christian  Beasley 
19  Frederick  Melvin  Heselton 
25  Judith  Wolcott  Barnes 

27  Kenneth  J.  Skidmore 

28  Dennis  Allan  McCauley 

30  William  Henry  MacLean 

31  Sara  Ann  Bernard 
21  Paul  Gordon  Gullam 


William  D.  and  Ruby  L. 
Joseph  E.  and  Mary  E. 

Gates  M .and  Alice  C. 

John  H.  and  Mildred  M. 
Frank  P.  and  Margaret  M. 
Herbert  T.  and  Louise  E. 
Edgar  L.  and  Helois'e  W. 
John  A.  and  Josephine  E 
Francis  A.  and  Ethel 
Clayton  and  Pauline 
Charles  J.  and  Florence  E. 
Harold  and  Dorothy  A. 
William  E.,  Jr.  and  Edith  M. 
Westley  and  Betsy 


Paul  R.  and  Helen  M. 
Douglas  P.  and  Gertrude  D. 
Fred  V.  .and  Marian  E. 
Josiah  W and  Thelma  E. 
Clarence  J.  and  Marie  A. 
Royce  C.  and  Eleanor  G. 
Charles  N.  and  Pearl  S. 
William  J.  and  Gertrude  A. 
Anselm  E.  and  Bridget  N. 
John  N.  and  Hazel  E. 

Peter  M .and  Mary  V. 
Clifford  R .and  Elizabeth  A. 
Harry  E.  and  Jeanette 
Frederick  W.  and  Edith  V. 
Arthur  R.,  Jr.  and  Jane  E. 
Merritt  W.  and  Dorothy  M. 
James  F.  and  Anna  G. 
Daniel  S.  and  Verna  A. 
Alton  R.  and  Evelyn  M. 
Gordon  A.  and  Jessie 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940* 


Dat’e  Name 


Parent 


November 

1 Lorele’e  Newell 
3 Thomas  Robert  Higgins 

5 

8 Bette  Eee  Toothaker 

9 Ernest  Paul  Surrette 
12  Jean  Ann  Sztucinski 

16  Richard  Hodgson  Pierce 
19  Claire  Louise  Foster 
19  Carol  Ann  Weadick 
23  David  Allan  Ripa 
25  Joanne  Mae  White 
27  John  Thomas  Doucette 
27  Rose  Marie  Tolin 
29  Mary  Jane  Guastafero 

29  Josephine  Antoinette  Guastafero 

30  Antoinette  LeBlanc 
30  Peter  Green  Hardy 

December 

1 Henry  Scott  Harrison 

6 George  Burton  Long,  Jr. 

9 Ruth  Livermore  Packard 
9 Peter  Lenfest  Gale 

12  Judith  Lorraine  Burns 

13  Richard  Sanborn  White 

13  Anne  Elizabeth  Knox 

14  Thomas  Nute  Hynes 
16  David  Wayne  Williams 
16  Marjorie  Emma  Norden 
16  Jacqueline  Ashworth 
18  Carol  Ann  Connell 
22  Ethelyn  Mari’e  Jones 
25  James  Michael  Connors 
27  Kenneth  Harvey  Ross 

27  Bonita  Grace  Hodges 

28  Sherman  John  Chapman 

29  Laurence  Russell  Tucker 


Harry  R.  and  Lillian  F. 

John  J.  and  Jane  R. 

Raymond  D.  and  Barbara 
Ernest  P.  and  Susan 
Eugene  A.  and  Winona  V. 
Stanley  B .and  Dorothy  E. 
Raymond  E.  and  Margaret  O. 
Edward  D.  and  Mabel  B. 

Vito  P.  and  Hazel  M. 

Harry  E.  and  Nellie  F. 

Charles  H.  and  Evangeline 
George  C.  and  Berla  M. 

Angelo  and  Josephine 
Angelo  and  Josephine 
Robert  and  Theresa 
Frank  G.  and  Elizabeth  W. 


Paul  H.,  Jr.  and  Barbara  A.. 
George  B.  and  Elaine 
Dana  L.  and  Ruth  C. 

Richard  D.  and  Jun'e  E. 

George  R.  and  Ruth  M. 

Philip  R.  and  Martha  A. 
lames  A.  and  Sarah 
Thomas  W.  and  Marilyn  E.. 
Roland  K.  and  Mavis  L. 

John  R.  and  Margaret  E. 

J.  Raymond  and  G.  Alberta 
Thomas  J.  and  Mary  B. 

John  T.  and  Elsie  M. 

John  J.  and  Florence  E. 

Hugh  A.  and  Charlotte  I. 
Kenneth  C.  and  Gwendolyn  A. 
John  S.  and  Margaret  K. 
Willis  F.  and  Minnola  E. 
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OMISSIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS  FOR  OTHER  YEARS 


1866 

June  26  Julia  Ann  Riordan 

1874 

Sept.  19  Harry  Cushman  Le  Porte 

1875 

June  15  Cora  Julia  Jaquith 
1880 

Jan.  21  Bertha  Ursula  Brooks 
1884 

Dec.  5 John  William  White 
1896 

Oct.  7 Daniel  Maguire 
1911 

Dec.  13  George  Francis  Hatch,  Jr. 
1921 

May  29  Marguerite  Ann  Leighton 

1934 

Oct.  5 Ronald  Alvah  Colburn 

1935 

Jan.  18  Ellen  Roberta  Griffin 
May  13  George  Holmes  Brattin 
May  23  David  Nelson  Condon 


Timothy  and  Julia 
Thomas  Henry  and  Eliza  Reb'ecca 
Phineas  Hoyt  and  Lucy  A.  S. 
Edward  Frank  and  Mary  L. 
Joshua  L.  and  Mary  Ann 
Patrick  and  Ellen 
George  F.  and  Nellie  F. 

Henry  Joseph  and  Gertrude  R. 
Kenn'eth  W.  and  Dorothy  G. 

John  Leon  and  Elizabeth  G. 
Samuel  T.  and  Blanche 
David  P.  and  Florence 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN-TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation  Residence 


January 


6 

John  Thomas  Jones 

25 

Sailor 

Boston 

Elsie  Mabel  Putnam 

20 

Housemaid 

Reading 

11 

Ern’est  Gilchrist  Marshall 

22 

Millworker 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

Doris  Priscilla  Williams 

19 

At  Home 

Reading 

19 

Joseph  Edward  Kelley,  Jr. 

22 

Leather  Worker 

Reading 

Mary  Phyllis  Daley 

21 

Domestic 

Reading 

20 

Herbert  Joseph  Gutterson 

46 

Machinist 

Reading 

Mary  Ann  Dawson 

35 

Housekeeper 

Reading 

28 

Walter  Henry  Ellis 

24 

Shoe  Worker 

Reading 

Gertrude  Evangeline  Muse 

25 

Restaurant  Worker  Reading 

28 

Chester  Irving  Hopkins 

24 

Truck  Driver 

Wakefield 

Mabel  Mary  Perry 

22 

Laundry  Worker 

Reading 

28 

Harold  Joseph  Madden 

24 

Chauffeur 

Reading 

Doris  Adeline  Ferrie 

24 

Typist 

Reading 

28 

Edward  Walter  Meuse 

32 

Laborer,  B.  & M. 

R.  R.  Reading 

Elizabeth  Grace  Mooney 

32 

Maid 

Reading 

February 

1 

Wilfred  Fullonton  Pinet 

23 

Fry  Cook 

Reading 

Rose  Mary  Miller 

19 

Companion 

Littleton,  N.  H. 

3 

George  A.  Colley,  Jr. 

23 

Salesman 

Reading 

Marjorie  Elizabeth  Reed 

23 

At  Home 

Reading 

4 

Victor  Anthony  Lutnicki 

25 

Lawyer 

Chicago  , 111. 

Harriet  Louise  Howe 

25 

At  Home 

Reading 

7 

Joseph  Albert  Petrone 

29 

Clerk 

Stoneham 

Alice  Mae  Foster 

24 

Telephone  Operator  Reading 

10 

Edward  Garner  Ladewig 

34 

Asst.  Export  Manager  Reading 

Eleanor  Van  Stone 

28 

At  Home 

Reading 

12 

Richard  Francis  Cummings 

31 

Laborer 

Reading 

Eile'en  Catherine  Byrnes 

25 

Teacher  Framingham,  Mass 

15 

John  Francis  Johnson 

28 

Clergyman 

Reading 

Grace  Kenney  Darling 

24 

At  Home 

Foxboro,  Mass. 

17 

Vernon  Taylor  Bowie 

25 

Brass  Worker 

Reading 

Elizabeth  Florence  Henderson 

22 

Comptometer  Operator  Reading 

17 

Thomas  Rotchford  Kerr 

36 

Ins.  Investigator 

W.  Medford 

Audrey  Elaine  Batchelder 

22 

Secretary 

Reading 

21 

Frank  W.  Colley 

21 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

Eleanor  Gutreau 

20 

Salesgirl 

Malden,  Mass. 

MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation 


Residence 


March 

6  Nagel  Franklin  Stone 
Sikri  (Pajanen)  Kanto 
23  Norman  Stanley  Holland 
Constance  Roberts  Taylor 


April 

7 Stratford  J.  M.  Ryland 
Ruth  N.  Coles 

12  Horace  Weston  Fellows 
Grace  Harriett  Titcomb 

14  Eugene  Allan  Putnam 
Evelyn  Myrtle  Benjamin 

19  McLeod  Caldwell  Stewart 
Margaret  Morton  Lawson 

20  Daniel  Joseph  White 
Mary  Elizabeth  Muise 

21  John  Robert  McKinnon 
Virginia  Gertrude  Watson 

27  Joseph  Fidele  Moulaison 
Mary  Helen  Gallant 

27  Elwyn  Raymond  Wells 
Janey  Mae  Mclntire 

28  Walter  Joseph  McLean 
Charlotte  Theresa  Ryland 

May 

3 John  Blaine  Gilley 
Helena  Louise  Mullen 

5 John  Logan  Frazier 
Edna  Dorothy  Kehoe 

8 Edson  Robert  King 
Frances  Isabel  Palmer 

11  Charles  R.  Swett 
Christine  J.  Pease 

22  George  Otis  Swain 
Elizabeth  Stone  Wilson 

25  Lawrence  George  Carter 
Helen  Badger 


37 

General  Work 

Reading 

31 

Housekeeper 

Quincy,  Mass. 

20 

Garage  M'ech. 

Wakefield,  Mass. 

22 

Clerk 

Reading 

26 

Confectioner 

Reading 

24 

Telephone  Operator 

Reading 

47 

Civil  Engineer 

Reading 

23 

Registered  Ntirse  Boston,  Mass. 

31 

Electrican  Engineer 

Reading 

26 

■ Cashier 

Reading 

31 

Elevator  Mechanic 

Reading 

34 

Stenographer  Newton,  Mass. 

35 

> Moulder 

Reading 

30 

Laundry  Worker 

Reading 

21 

1 Mkt.  Gardner  Wilming 

ton,  Mass. 

20 

Clerk 

Reading 

33 

Carpenter  Wakefield,  Mass. 

34 

Shoeworker 

Reading 

32 

Male  Nurse 

Reading 

24 

• At  Home 

Reading 

25 

Chauffeur  Arlington,  Mass. 

20 

At  Home 

Reading 

27 

Clerk 

M'elrose,  Mass. 

23 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

27 

P.  O.  Clerk 

Reading 

24 

Salesgirl 

Stoneham,  Mass. 

19 

Grill  Man 

Reading 

21 

Waitress 

Reading 

31 

Salesman 

Reading 

47 

Teacher 

Reading 

29 

Electrician 

Reading 

29 

At  Home 

Everett,  Mass. 

34 

Window  Dec. 

Stoneham,  Mass. 

30 

At  Home 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 

Age 

Occupation 

Residence 

May 

31 

Louis  Emil  Demars,  Jr. 

22 

Machinist 

Reading 

Margaret  Preston  Bean 

26 

Clerk  Arlington,  Mass. 

June 

1 

John  William  Brown 

28 

Laborer 

Reading 

Mary  (Castine)  Richards 

33 

Laundry  Sorter 

Reading 

2 

John  Willis  Margeson 

23 

Trucking 

Reading 

Ardell  Harriett  Ames 

23 

At  Home 

Reading 

6 

Ernest  Leland  Wilkinson 

38 

Insurance  Mgr.  Methuen,  Mass. 

Helen  Knight  Graves 

37 

Kindergartener 

Reading 

8 

Eldon  Birkley  Milley 

36 

Factory  Worker 

Readint 

Mary  Gladys  Skinner 

32 

Housekeeper 

Reading 

8 

Arthur  William  Graustein 

22 

Mechanic 

Reading 

Audrey  Lois  Cook 

20 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

8 

Francis  Brown 

36 

Journalist  New  York  City 

Mary  (Adden)  White 

30 

At  Home 

Reading 

9 

Harry  Nesmith  Carr 

23 

Chain  Store  Mgr. 

Stoneham 

Francena  Stevens 

20 

Biller 

Reading 

12 

Edward  Francis  Parker 

57 

Bank  President 

Reading 

Lillia  M.  (Bradford)  Stebbins  59 

At  Home 

Melrose,  Mass. 

14 

Ralph  Augustine  Mulligan 

28 

Machinist 

Reading 

Muriel  June  SchefTield 

22 

At  Home 

Lewiston,  Me. 

15 

Warren  Gordon  Bakie 

40 

General  Merchant  Kingston,  N.  H. 

Marion  Lucinda  Allard 

31 

At  Home 

Reading 

17 

William  Caldwell  Stewart 

66 

Elevator  Inspector 

Reading 

Reba  (Wireman)  Charles 

52 

At  Home 

Reading 

17 

Joseph  Patrick  Toner 

28 

Supervisor 

Reading 

Eleanor  Veronica  Connelly 

24 

Stenographer 

Reading 

18 

Robert  Durfee  Norton 

30 

Bank  Clerk 

Reading 

Esther  Burnham  Jenkins 

26 

Bank  Clerk 

Boston,  Mass. 

19 

Alvin  Alfred  Munnis 

24 

W.  P.  A. 

Reading 

Doris  Mardell  Humphrey 

20 

At  Home 

Reading 

22 

Herbert  Ernest  Cloudman 

37 

Stereotyper 

Reading 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Stevens 

33 

At  Home 

Reading 

22 

Mario  Lentine 

24 

Leather  Worker 

Winchester 

Mary  Cannuli 

21 

Hairdresser 

Reading 

23 

Robert  Harris  Curley 

26 

Deputy  Collector 

Wakefield 

Helen  Theresa  Riley 

20 

At  Home 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 

Age 

Occupation 

Residence 

June 

27 

Bernard  Blackburn 

Cavanaugh 

41 

Claims  Adjuster 

B’elmont 

Catherine  Louise  Ingalls 

34 

Secretary 

Reading 

28 

Charles  John  Mullen 

24 

Draftsman 

Reading 

Gloria  Elizabeth  Muller 

22 

Secretary 

Melrose,  Mass. 

July 

4 

Joseph  Fortunato 

24 

Navy  Service 

Newport,  R.  I. 

Louise  Mildred  Witham 

21 

Secretary 

North  Reading 

6 

Vito  Paul  Ripa 

25 

Shoe  Worker 

Wakefield 

Hazel  Mary  White 

24 

Laundry  Worker 

Reading 

6 

Harv’ey  Vincent  Fitzgerald 

21 

Baker 

Melrose 

Beatrice  Elizabeth  Meuse 

18 

Housework 

Reading 

12 

Ernest  Roosevelt  Siefkin 

34 

Engineer 

Burbank,  Cal. 

Violet  May  Richardson 

28 

Social  Worker 

Reading 

13 

Robert  Eugene  Morrow 

23 

Dentist 

Lynn 

Effi'e  Stewart  Poole 

25 

At  Home 

Reading 

14 

Herbert  W.  Hunt 

64 

Manufacturer 

Reading 

Pauline  Berg 

50 

Secretary 

Dorchester 

16 

Lester  J.  Galvin 

37 

Grocer 

North  Reading 

Winifred  G.  Vebber 

33 

Clerk 

North  Reading 

20 

Forrest  Benton  Eames 

51 

Janitor 

Reading 

Mildred  Edith  Gesing 

39 

Stitcher 

Lawrence 

24 

Salvatore  Joseph  Saraceno 

23 

Salesman 

Reading 

Agnes  Cochrane  Smith 

25 

Waitress 

Milford,  N.  H. 

25 

James  Joseph  Lee,  Jr. 

22 

Radio  Service 

Medford 

Mary  Ellison  Hunt 

18 

At  Home 

Stoneham 

26 

Robert  Lewis  Webster 

25 

Riveter 

Reading 

Marian  Amazeen 

23 

Stenographer 

Melrose 

27 

Charles  Thomas  Stackpole 

52 

Salesman 

Belmont 

Lillian  Hill  Allen 

34 

At  Home 

Reading 

27 

John  Francis  Sullivan 

42 

Cashier 

Reading 

Alice  Roosevelt  Whittle 

38 

Clerk 

Reading 

August 

2 

Philip  Emerson  Little 

21 

Truck  Driver 

Reading 

Selma  Grace  Hammond 

23 

At  Home 

Reading 

4 

Charles  Edward  Rudolph 

38 

M'eat  Cutter 

Reading 

Nellie  Frances  Brown 

33 

File  Clerk 

Everett 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation  Residence 


August 


10 

Victor  E.  Buonopane 

30 

Shoe  Worker 

Saugus 

Helen  G.  Lowe 

20 

At  Home 

Saugus 

10 

Walter  Wilhelm  Graustein  Jr.  20 

Truck  Driver 

Greenwood 

Pauline  Lillian  Carter 

20 

Secretary 

Reading 

10 

Russell  Colby  Stevens 

24 

Accountant 

Andover 

Elizabeth  Louise  Bodwell 

23 

Librarian 

Reading 

10 

John  Marshall  Kirk 

23 

Steel  Worker 

Reading 

Barbara  Grace  Turkington 

21 

At  Home 

Reading 

17 

Paul  Frederick  Junkins 

22 

Warehous’e  Employer 

Stoneham 

Florence  Margaret  McSheehy  21 

At  Home 

Reading 

18 

Raymond  Edward  Tewksbury  37 

Mill  Worker 

Reading 

Myrtle  Brown 

25 

Housework  North 

Wilmington 

20 

Frank  Francis  Queenan 

23 

Truck  Driver 

Reading 

Gertrude  Louise  Reynolds 

18 

Mother’s  Helper 

Reading 

20 

Arnold  Gunnar  Holter 

28 

Filter  Man 

Reading 

B'ertha  Mockus 

24 

Salesgirl 

Melrose 

21 

Paul  Jerome  Crowley 

26 

Baker 

Andover 

Virginia  Rae  Lester 

19 

At  Home 

Reading 

22 

Anthony  Herbert  Fernald 

30 

Brokers  Clerk 

Brookline 

Elizabeth  Chase 

25* 

Insurance  Clerk 

Reading 

25 

Homer  Ronald  Boissonneault 

22 

Baker  North  Woburn 

Catherine  Ryan  Marr 

24 

Nurse 

Reading 

25 

John  Greenough  Goodridge 

46 

Dentist 

Nahant 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Curtis 

38 

Secretary 

Reading 

25 

Norman  Spencer  Bogle 

24 

Wool  Grader 

Reading 

Ruth  Adelaide  Bodwell 

27 

Dietitian 

Reading 

25 

Earl  Francis  Vasey 

23 

W’elder 

Reading 

Dorothy  Mary  Cole 

17 

At  Home  South  Boston 

25 

George  Morris  McSheehy 

23 

Contractor 

Reading 

Frances  Evelyn  Meuse 

23 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

31 

Clifford  Arthur  Boudreau 

29 

Fish  Cutter 

Medford 

Ida  Evelyn  Cotreau 

29 

Stitcher 

Reading 

31 

Burton  Francis  Ames 

21 

Landscape  Gardener 

Reading 

Gladys  Carolyn  Putnam 

18 

At  Home 

Reading 

31 

Roger  Leslie  Davis 

24 

Salesman 

Reading 

Edith  Constance  Muss'ells 

25 

Secretary 

Reading 

September 

1 

Leo  Joseph  Emile  Arsenault 

24 

Shoe  Worker 

Reading 

Laura  Vella 

20 

Stitcher 

Wakefield 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation  Residence 


September 


1 

Francis  Frederick  Gallella 

21 

Gas  Station  Attendant 

Stoneham 

Evelyn  Mary  Meuse 

20 

At  Hom’e 

Reading 

6 

Harold  Wilbur  Bridges,  Jr. 

26 

Insurance  Underwriter 

Reading 

Helen  Virginia  Sargent 

22 

At  Home  Manchester,  N.  H. 

7 

Edwin  Hobbs 

44 

Engineer 

Everett 

Etta  D.  Nelson 

40 

At  Home 

Reading 

7 

James  Matthew  McClung 

26 

Draftsman  North  Andover 

Ruth  Ainsworth 

25 

At  Home 

Reading 

12 

William  Frances  Brennan 

23 

Truck  Driver 

Reading 

Sylvia  M.  (Dooley)  Bunker 

23 

At  Home 

Reading 

13 

Charles  Edward  Hilts,  Jr. 

26 

Laboratory  Technician 

Reading 

Dorothy  Ada  Swensson 

27 

Nurse 

Melrose 

21 

Charles  Clifford  Davis 

26 

Truck  Driver  South  Hanson 

Mary  Pauline  White 

23 

Telephone  Operator 

Reading 

22 

George  Stephen  Eehr 

33 

Iron  Worker 

Reading 

Gladys  Gay  Goad 

24 

At  Home 

Malden 

27 

Daniel  Francis  Barrett 

25 

Foundry  Worker 

Reading 

Evelyn  Margaret  Flynn 

19 

Stenographer 

Stoneham 

27 

William  Joseph  Burton 

31 

Mechanic 

Boston 

Doris  Eillian  Birchall 

26 

Insurance  Clerk 

Reading 

29 

Arthur  A.  Marr,  Jr. 

23 

Clerk 

Malden 

Marjorie  F.  Gre’enyer 

19 

Clerk 

Malden 

October 

3 

Michael  J.  Cullinane 

51 

Wine  Clerk  North  Reading 

Helen  (Colbert)  McGrath 

37 

At  Home  North  Reading 

5 

Robert  Nichols  Howard 

26 

Crossing  Tender  B.  & M.  Reading 

Mary  Agnes  (Watson) 

McLaughlin 

19 

Instructor 

Reading 

6 

Henry  James  Skane 

24 

Advertising  Rep. 

Reading 

Patricia  Ann  L'egg 

21 

Secretary 

Melrose 

10 

Ralph  Hall  Dennison 

42 

Salesman 

Reading 

Barbara  Sears 

32 

At  Home 

Arlington 

11 

Robert  Wesley  Burns 

23 

Salesman 

Reading 

Jean  Allanbrook 

22 

Secretary 

Melrose 

11 

Gardner  C.  Knapp 

22 

Photographer 

Reading 

Elinor  M.  Mills 

22 

At  Home 

Reading 

12 

Thomas  Leo  Galvin 

55 

Leather  Worker 

Salem 

Beatrice  (Glen)  Perry 

43 

At  Home 

Reading 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation  Residence 


October 


12 

Herbert  Ancel  Nickerson 

38 

Millworker 

Reading 

Marion  Alvira  Perkins 

38 

Factory  Worker 

Wakefield 

14 

Charles  Henry  Kurtz 

16 

Car  Mechanic  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Bessie  Williams 

18 

At  Home 

Reading 

14 

James  Aubra  Cannington,  Jr. 

28 

Salesman  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Margaret  Anne  Cummings 

26 

School  Teacher 

Reading 

18 

Sherburne  Jarvis  Watts 

46 

Architect 

Reading 

Ruth  Moir  Fairclough 

35 

Secretary 

Wollaston 

19 

Charles  Robert  Stark 

21 

Insurance 

Reading 

Nathalie  Virginia  Cushing 

22 

At  Home 

Reading 

19 

Carleton  Clifford  Phinney 

26 

Machinist 

Reading 

Edith  Velma  Wells 

26 

Salesgirl 

Belmont 

19 

Edgar  C.  Haselton 

23 

Sp’ecial  Agent 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Barbara  Kimball 

21 

At  Home 

North  Reading 

20 

Charles  K.  Forbes 

24 

Truck  Driver 

Swampscott 

Ann  Ridge 

27 

At  Home 

Brighton 

24 

Paul  Alfred  Carroll 

37 

Salesman 

Reading 

Shirley  Rae  Taylor 

33 

Secretary 

Medford 

26 

Marion  L.  Connerley 

28 

M.  D. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Martha  H.  Ellingwood 

23 

Nurse 

Boston 

26 

William  Brady  Connors 

28 

Oil  Business 

Stoneham 

Olga  Marie  Conti 

27 

At  Home 

Reading 

27 

George  Bradstreet  Wright 

22 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

Marion  Roberta  Nowell 

21 

At  Home 

Melrose 

27 

Norman  Eric  Backius 

27 

Clerk 

Dedham 

Grace  Helen  Burrans  Mills 

26 

Bookkeeper 

Reading 

30 

James  Francis  Boudreau 

27 

Salesman 

Medford 

Dorothy  Sargent 

23 

Stenographer 

Reading 

November 

2 

Leon  Stephen  Clough 

27 

Aviator 

Reading 

Lillian  Mona  Pedler 

20 

Nurse 

Boston 

3 

Edward  Henry  Dwyer 

29 

Rubber  Worker 

Andover 

Eleanor  Patricia  Wright 

22 

Clerk 

Reading 

6 

Donald  Ellsworth  Kenny 

29 

Physician 

Medford 

Ella  Marie  Wright 

24 

Nurse 

Medford 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING,  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Age  Occupation  Residence 


November 


9 

Leo  Joseph  Houle 

26 

Millworker 

Methuen 

Rose  Theresa  Arsenault 

25 

At  Home 

Reading 

9 

Ralph  Stanley  Garland 

22 

B.  & M.  R.  R. 

North  Reading 

Irene  Goodwin 

20 

Clerk 

Reading 

13 

Willis  Edward  Carter 

21 

Millhand 

Reading 

Thelma  L.  Skidmore 

26 

Housework 

Reading 

16 

Benjamin  Dani’el  Marcy 

29 

Clerk 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

Helen  Katrycz 

24 

Millworker 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

16 

Arthur  Padios 

25 

Shoeworker 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

Olga  Gardulis 

22 

Hat  Worker 

Haverhill 

24 

Curtis  R.  Bush 

32 

Service  Man 

Lawrence 

Florence  Thompson 

28 

Mill  Operator 

Lawrence 

27 

Frank  Suther  Murray 

30 

Publisher 

Durham,  Maine 

Lois  Elizabeth  Abram 

35 

Teacher 

Mt.  Vernon,  N.  H. 

w 

Sydney  Murdock  Hodson,  Jr. 

24 

Service  Man 

Reading 

Katherine  Brewer  Pidgeon 

23 

Stenographer 

Melrose 

27 

Donald  Wadsworth  Lindsay 

25 

Reservation  Clerk  Reading 

Jaquelyn  Gaynor 

21 

Stenographer 

Melrose 

28 

Leonard  Noah  Eurbin 

23 

Stone  Cutter  Northfield  Falls,  Vt. 

Annie  Dora  Peters 

22 

Governess 

Reading 

December 

7 

Donald  S.  Greene 

20 

Salesman 

Wakefield 

Helen  Muriel  Penney 

20 

None 

Wakefield 

10 

Reginald  E.  Scott 

27 

Engineer 

North  Reading 

Margaret  (Keating)  Fronduto  28 

Housekeeper 

North  Reading 

14 

Francis  K.  Doucette 

20 

Laborer 

Reading 

Barbara  Louise  Gregory 

18 

Show  Worker 

Greenwood 

14 

Norman  Herbert  Evans 

38 

Accountant 

Reading 

Ann  Merrill 

23 

Secretary 

Boston 

14 

Alfons  Blaze  Gromyko 

26 

Machinist 

Reading 

Janice  Edna  McClintock 

23 

Clerk 

Reading 

31 

William  H.  Faulkner,  Jr. 

27 

Rigger 

Reading 

Ethel  Cecelia  Monahan 

26 

Stenographer 

Wakefield 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 

Y 

M 

D Causes  of  Death 

January 

* 

1 Elizabeth  A.  (Mason)  Lane 

73 

24  Mesenteric  Thrombosis 

2 

Horace  Chandler  Bodwell 

61 

6 

17  Cerebal  Hemorrhage 

2 

Florence  A.  (Morine)  Chesley  73 

— 

17  Carcinoma 

2 

Baby  Boy  Muise 

0 

0 

0 Stillborn 

4 

Alexander  Dulong 

66 

2 

— Coronary  Thrombosis 

6 

Mary  (Groat)  Ferguson 

79 

— 

— Carcinoma 

6 

Roswell  H.  Mather 

88 

8 

2 Acute  Indigestion 

6 

Philip  B.  Whithed 

4 

1 

1 Septicemia 

7 

Fannie  E.  (Smith)  Stiles 

75 

— Carcinoma 

9 

Carri’e  E.  (Wells)  Cloudman 

66 

3 

22  Cardio-Vascular 

11 

Ernest  Clifton  Munroe 

69 

4 

Disease 

20  Coronary  Thrombosis 

11 

Isabella  A.  (Rivron)  Povall 

78 

— 

— Cardia  Infarct 

13 

Helen  (Burkett)  Richardson 

62 

5 

4 Carcinoma 

15 

Mary  A.  (Blake)  Jewett 

83 

— 

9 Arterio  Sclerotic 

15 

Catherine  (Cashman)  Sullivan  78 

Heart  Disease 
— Chronic  Myocarditis 

21 

Elizabeth  Mary  (Seed)  Gaw 

83 

5 

17  Arterio  Sclerosis 

21 

Marcelus  Putnam 

87 

8 

29  Carcinomatosis 

23 

Wells 

— 

— 

— Stillborn 

27 

Albert  S.  Nichols 

78 

2 

21  Carcinoma 

28 

Alice  M.  (Buckler)  Zapp 

82 

10 

25  Thrombosis 

29 

John  Talbot  Timlin 

65 

7 

26  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

February 

1 John  F .Turner 

74 

6 

7 Acute  Dilation  of 

1 

Walter  S.  Litchfield 

31 

3 

Heart 

— Fractured  Spine,  legs 

4 

Louise  L,  (Savory)  Howard 

79 

_ 

and  pelvis 
26  Myocarditis 

4 

Annie  S.  (Gray)  White 

88 

9 

16  Carcinoma 

6 

Mary  H.  (Mellen)  Ingalls 

62 

10 

2 Carcinomatosis 

7 

Ella  M.  Wall 

77 

10 

9 Myocarditis 

8 

Katherine  (Allen)  Ives 

78 

5 

11  Coronary  Sclerosis 

9 

Jessie  A.  (King)  Caines 

79 

— 

— Thrombosis 

9 

Leon  Surette 

65 

8 

9 Heart  Disease 

9 

Herbert  B.  Wood 

80 

8 

12  Uremia 

10 

Annie  J.  (Conant)  Barton 

83 

10 

20  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name 


Y M D Causes  of  Death 


February 


10 

Clara  A.  (Norris)  Roberts 

78 

2 

20  Hemiplegia  Coma 

12 

Cora  M.  (Libby)  Milbury 

69 

11 

17  Thrombosis 

18 

Clara  E.  (Alger)  Small 

61 

9 

10  Carcinomatosis 

19 

Edith  M.  (Parks)  Bryant 

45 

5 

— Diabetis  Mellitus 

19 

George  F.  A.  McDougall 

72 

3 

21  Myocarditis 

25 

William  O.  Melendy 

50 

9 

— Thrombosis 

29 

Orissa  L.  (Smith)  Lovering 

64 

6 

17  Thrombosis 

March 

5 

Millard  F.  Charles 

86 

9 

12  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

6 

Ella  (D’ecker)  Kincaid 

88 

6 

6 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

6 

George  Herbert  Lincoln 

77 

1 

26  Nephritis 

7 

Anna  Boyce  (Black)  Bancroft  87 

9 

8 Thrombosis 

7 

Stephen  J.  Joyce 

59 

— 

— Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

8 

James  Joseph  Hathaway 

60 

2 

7 Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

10 

Milton  E.  Henderson 

52 

1 

14  Coronary  Occlusion 

14 

Maxime  Pin’eau 

70 

8 

13  Cardio-Vascular  disease 

15 

Ellen  Josephine  (Willwerth) 

Jacobs 

43 

— 

— Carcinomatosis 

15 

Lucy  Annette  (Reeves) 

Oldmixon 

93 

11 

9 Myocarditis 

16 

George  Herbert  Fowle 

82 

11 

16  Thrombosis 

19 

Hattie  E.  (Horne)  Libby 

91 

6 

25  Accidental  Fall 

21 

Mira  Bell  (Hanson)  Dewey 

77 

9 

24  Myocarditis 

23 

John  H.  Laumann 

77 

6 

23  Broncho  Pneumonia 

23 

Emma  H.  (Worthley)  Bangs 

89 

4 

23  Cardio-vascular  disease 

24 

Ellen  (Kelley)  Hurlburt 

79 

— 

— Carcinoma 

25 

Charles  Henry  McGarry 

53 

7 

— Thrombosis 

27 

Minnie  Celeste  (Rounsavell) 

Loveland 

75 

1 

9 Carcinoma 

27 

William  Becker 

78 

3 

1 Arterio  Sclerosis 

April 

1 Luville  J.  Poore 

80 

11 

21  Myocarditis 

1 

Lewis  F.  Paine 

31 

3 

20  Suicide 

3 

Horace  Rounsville 

72 

— 

— Arterio  Sclerosis 

4 

David  Irving  Florence 

— 

— 

1 14-hr.  12-min.  Atel 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date 


Name 


M D Causes  of  Death 


April 


5 

Joseph  W.  Whitaker 

78 

— 

24  Massive  Cerebral 

6 

Wilbur  F.  Turner 

80 

4 

H’ehorrhage 
17  Surgical  Operation 

10 

Ellen  (Stone)  Heselton 

56 

11 

10  Cardiac 

11 

Gordon  Everett  Holder 

32 

9 

Decompensation 
16  Carbon  Monoxide 

11 

Eva  Medira  (Barrett) 
Ellenwood 

74 

7 

Poisoning 

29  Nephritis 

15 

Robert  W.  Totten 

54 

— 

22  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

16 

Desere  Honle 

89 

1 

22  Fall  in  the  house 

18 

Blanche  G.  (Russell) 

68 

2 

29  Carcinoma 

18 

Ernest  Hallenleaf 

60 

— 

— Thrombosis 

20 

George  W.  Marshall 

69 

7 

24  Coronary  Sclerosis 

22 

Annabella  (Whalen)  Coleman  51 

— 

— Myocarditis  Failure 

23 

Cecil  I.  Williams 

40 

1 

16  Ulcerative  Colitis 

23 

Charles  S.  Hussey 

83 

6 

20  Thrombosis 

23 

Williams 

— 

— 

— Stillborn 

26 

Emma  E.  (Eberling)  Young 

68 

— 

8 Intestinal  Obstruction 

May 

4 Babette  (Mueller)  Sammet 

67 

8 

2 Uremia 

11 

Michael  F.  McSheehy 

48 

— 

— Carcinoma 

12 

Charles  Van  Stone 

77 

11 

27  Myocarditis 

12 

Rufus  L.  Tay  Goodridge 

89 

11 

16  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

13 

Anna  W.  (Marters)  Marston  80 

11 

13  Carcinoma 

15 

Ida  P.  (Dean)  Eaton 

79 

— 

— Arterio  Sclerotic 

23 

Carrie  (Commell)  Logan 

67 

8 

Heart  Disease 
19  Cardiac 

28 

Richard  Wagner 

28 

5 

Decompensation 
— Lymphoma 

29 

Albert  W.  Doyle 

80 

6 

29  Congestive  failure 

30 

Joseph  Van  Buskirk 

62 

7 

22  Massive  Hemorrhage 

31 

Twin  No.  1 Boy  Maybury 

— 

— 

— Premature  Birth 

June 

2 Bertha  A.  (Smith)  Flint 

74 

7 

— Mitral  Regurgitation 

7 

Sarah  J.  (Crooker)  Kempton  79 

9 

17  Thrombosis 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 
Date  Name  Y M D Causes  of  Death 


June 


7 

Frank  B.  Newhall 

73 

1 

3 Thrombosis 

8 

Etta  M.  (Betts)  MacDonald 

75 

2 

3 Arterio  Sclerosis 

9 

Baby  Castine 

— 

— 

— Stillborn 

12 

Walter  Sipala 

4 

2 

17  Influenzal  meningitis 

13 

Edward  Joseph  Arsenault 

15 

1 

10  Accidental  Drowning 

14 

Violet  Maude  (MacEean) 

Flagg 

67 

4 

7 Cerebral  Sclerosis 

19 

Henrietta  (Carty)  Guthoie 

59 

— 

— Carcinoma 

19 

John  Howard  Bussell 

78 

5 

17  Coronary  Occlusion 

20 

Christopher  Knight 

53 

— 

— Coronary  Heart 

Disease 

21 

Mary  J.  (McKinley) 

Borthwick 

80 

0 

13  Arterio  Sclerosis 

22 

Edgar  O.  Dewey 

61 

10 

13  Suicide 

22 

Bernard  W.  Conefey 

65 

— 

— Arterio  Sclerosis 

22 

Mary  E.  (Mclnnis) 

Whitehouse 

72 

8 

29  Hemorrhage 

26 

Caroline  (Bullis)  Hallock 

77 

3 

9 Mediastinal  Abscess 

28 

N’ewton  Tucker 

48 

10 

18  Hemorrhage  of 

Stomach 

30 

_ Martha  F.  (Wilkins)  Adams 

78 

8 

22  Thrombosis 

July 

1 

George  W.  Wilkinson 

85 

2 

22  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

8 

Edward  P.  Van  Stone 

54 

9 

6 Cerebral  Embolus 

11 

Ellen  (Cullinane)  Bowman 

49 

— 

12  Heart  Disease 

12 

Arthur  Edwin  Partelow 

79 

11 

4 Cancer 

13 

Ralph  E.  Young 

49 

10 

7 Broncho  Pneumonia 

14 

Marion  T.  Pratt 

63 

1 

24  Carcinomatosis 

14 

Eucy  I.  Nickerson 

55 

9 

6 Heart  Disease 

19 

Sarah  J.  (McIntyre)  Bailey 

73 

6 

15  Uremia 

29 

Nicholas  J.  Roberts 

34 

6 

2 Fracture  of  Skull 

August 

3 

Anna  K.  (Gerlach)  Haag 

68 

8 

9 Thrombosis 

11 

Leo  Ross 

46 

— 

15  Brain  and  Lung  Abce: 

13 

Henry  A.  Doucette 

67 

7 

18  Carcinoma 

103 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 
Date  Name  Y M D Causes  of  Death 


August 


13 

Elsie  J.  (Mirser)  Munnis 

55 

11 

20 

Pulmonary  Embolus 

18 

Frederick  G.  Averill 

91 

9 

8 

Thrombosis 

25 

Dora  M.  (Morrison) 
Van  Horn 

57 

1 

30 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

28 

James  Waldron  Deering 

66 

6 

24 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

28 

Charles  C.  Hibbert 

95 

2 

14 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

September 


6 

Merrick  A.  Stone 

93 

2 

12 

Uremia 

6 

Florence  E.  (Dunshee) 
Maxon 

57 

8 

4 

Cellulitis 

9 

Mary  L.  (Sherritt) 
Ohnesorge 

72 

Thrombosis 

22 

Gale  O’Brien 

— 

3 

10 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

28 

Donald  McPherson 

72 

— 

— 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

30 

Charles  Waye 

68 

11 

17 

Endocarditis 

October 


1 

Arthur  Bernard  Callan 

53 

6 

8 Heart  Disease 

2 

William  J.  Dunton 

61 

7 

21  Heart  Disease 

2 

Mary  F.  (Hutchins)  Smith 

81 

4 

1 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

6 

James  L.  Keating 

58 

2 

— Thrombosis 

7 

Annie  W.  Quillen 

43 

5 

13  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

12 

Albert  E O’Brien 

68 

10 

16  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

13 

Daniel  J.  O’Keef'e 

56 

11 

28  Multiple  1st,  2nd,  and 
3rd  degree  burns 

14 

Harriett  (Bacon)  Norton 

90 

10 

20  Myocarditis 

19 

Phyllis  Arline  Muis’e 

— 

5 

12  Cardiac  Dilatation 

19 

Charles  F.  Spaulding 

69 

8 

23  Cardio-Vascular 

Diseas’e 

20 

Dorothy  (Chase)  Harrington  30 

10 

11  Abcess  of  the  Brain 

21 

Helen  F.  (Frost)  Gooch 

74 

8 

21  Carcinoma 

21 

Earle  B.  Ordway 

55 

10 

6 Myocarditis 

25 

Frank  G.  Jones 

83 

1 

26  Carcinoma 

26 

Leander  F.  Carey 

37 

7 

23  Automobile  Accident 

30 

George  Francis  Platts 

84 

11 

22  Myocarditis 

104 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  TOWN  OF  READING  FOR  YEAR  1940 


Date  Name  Y M D Causes  of  Death 


November 


1 

Helen  T.  Hardy 

87 

8 

12  Paralysis  Agitans 

5 

James  Gardner  Eames 

85 

11 

2 Broncho  Pneumonia 

5 

Charles  W.  Ware 

74 

8 

15  Arterio  Sclerotic  Heart 

Disease 

5 

Williamson 

— 

— 

— Stillborn 

9 

Gracie  G.  (Gills)  Hanchett 

71 

5 

15  Thrombosis 

9 

Ernest  Paul  Surrette 

— 

— 

— 9 hrs.  Asphyxia 

Neonatorum 

27 

J'ennette  E.  (Woodin) 

Hammond 

81 

— 

6 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

28 

Helena  F.  (Ingalls)  Anderson  57 

10 

13  Thrombosis 

December 

1 

Edwin  Grey  Conger 

60 

2 

9 Thrombosis 

11 

Mary  G.  (Gould)  Wyman 

89 

4 

11  Hypostatic  Pneumonia 

11 

Mary  L.  (Caswell)  Nesmith 

83 

6 

5 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

15 

Duncan  A.  Stanley 

71 

5 

22  Arterio  Sclerosis 

17 

James  Galvin 

80 

11 

14  Hypostatic  Pneumonia 

18 

Adelb'ert  E.  Batchelder 

83 

— 

6 Myocarditis 

22 

Fanny  E.  (Gordon)  Craig 

84 

11 

9 Abcess,  General 

22 

Mary  E.  (Meuse)  Dulong 

78 

Infection 
— Myocarditis 

23 

Rozella  M.  (Doucette) 
Siegars 

60 

4 

23  Broncho  Pneumonia 

25 

Mary  Elizabeth  (Cail) 
MacMichael 

73 

8 

4 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

27 

Mabel  (Howland)  Anthony 

72 

4 

27  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

28 

Bertha  E.  (Pickering)  Benton  50 

8 

21  Carcinoma  of  Eiver 

30 

Edith  G.  (Woodbury) 
Bridges 

58 

7 

16  Carcinomatosis 

30 

Annie  J.  Wilson 

89 

5 

4 Paralysis  Agitans 

31 

Ronald  S.  McKinnon 

69 

— 

— Pulmonary  Embolism 

31 

Ella  F.  (Gray)  Parker 

76 

11 

2 Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

December  1,  1939 

12  5 


Richard  Amback 


17  Accidental  Drowning 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen:: 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen  : 

I hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for 
the  Town  of  Reading  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1940. 

Arrests  for  the  Year  1940  238 

Males,  224;  Females,  14;  Adults,  217;  Minors,  21;  Residents,  147; 
Non  Residents,  91;  American  Born,  204;  Foreign  Born,  34. 

Causes  of  Arrests 

Drunkenness,  118;  Automobile  Violations,  22;  Operating  Under  the 
Influence  of  Liquor,  21;  Non  Support,  14;  Warrants  for  Out  of  Town 
Officers,  11;  Delinquency,  8;  Assault  and  Battery,  7;  Railor  and  Brawl- 
er, 5;  Participating  in  an  Immoral  Show,  4;  Larceny,  4;  Insane,  3;  Set- 
ting a Fire,  3;  Illegitimacy,  2;  Breaking  and  Entering  in  the  Night- 
Time,  2;  Malicious  Damage  to  Property,  2;  Stubborn  Child,  1;  Break- 
ing and  Entering  in  Day  Time,  1 ; Worthless  Check,  1 ; Armed  Rob- 
bery, 1;  Non-Payment  of  Dog  License,  1;  Habitual  Truant,  1;  Larceny 
by  False  Pretense,  1 ; Disturbing  the  Peace,  1 ; Unnatural  Act,  1 ; Runa- 
way, 1;  Promoting  a Lottery,  1;  Operating  Negligently,  1.  Total  Ar- 
rests for  Year  1940,  238. 

Disposition  of  Cases  in  Courts 

Released,  70;  Filed,  45;  Fined,  29;  Turned  Over  to  Out  of  Town 
Officers,  20;  Not  Guilty,  19;  Suspended  Sentence,  13;  Continued,  11; 
House  of  Correction,  Billerica,  8;  Dismissed,  5;  Continued  Without  a 
Finding,  5;  Danvers  State  Hospital,  3;  Dismissed  for  Lack  of  Pros- 
ecution, 3;  Capias  Issued,  2;  Shirley  School,  2;  Probation,  1;  State 
Farm,  Bridgewater,  1 ; Nol  Pros,  1.  Total  Cases  Disposed  of,  238. 

Amount  of  Fines  Imposed  by  Courts 

7 Fines  at  $5.00  each,  $35.00;  2 Fines  at  $10.00  each',  $20.00;  3 Fines 
at  $20.00  each,  $60.00;  1 Fine  at  $25.00,  $25.00;  2 Fines  at  $35.00  each, 
$70.00;  1 Fine  at  $40.00,  $40.00;  13  Fines  at  $50.00  each,  $650.00.  Total 
Fines  Imposed  by  Court,  Year  1940,  $900.00. 


Valuation  of  Properties  Stolen  and  Recovered 

Total  Value  of  Properties  Reported  as  Stolen $ 3,211.55 

Value  of  Properties  Recovered  6,873.85 

Value  of  Properties  Recovered  for  Out  of  Town  Officers  . . 1,885.00 

Total  Val.  of  all  Properties  Recovered,  Year  1940  ....  $ 8,758.85 
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Miscellaneous 

Cases  investigated,  455;  automobile  accidents,  132;  transient  put 
ups,  77;  buildings  found  open  and  secured,  115;  cats  shot  by  officers,  5; 
special  messages  delivered  after  hours,  155;  children  reported  lost,, 
found  and  turned  over  to  their  parents,  26;  windows  found  open  and 
secured,  39;  live  wires  found  and  reported,  5;  street  lights  out  and 
reported,  41;  old  persons  found  straying  and  returned  to  their  homes,  4; 
defective  streets  and  sidewalks  reported,  46;  summons  delivered,  157; 
dead  bodies  cared  for,  6;  fires  reported  by  officers,  10;  cov'ered  all 
fires. 

Ambulance  Records 

During  the  year  1940,  the  Reading  Police  ambulance  made  th'e 
following  trips  : 

Winchester  Hospital,  54;  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Lowell,  Mass.,  23; 
Choate  Memorial  Hospital,  Woburn,  Mass.,  21 ; Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.,  17;  Carney  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.  10;  Mel- 
rose Hospital,  Melros’e,  Mass.,  9;  Massachusetts  Memorial  Hospital, 
Boston,  Mass.,  7;  Baker  Memorial  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.,  6;  Deacon- 
ness  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.,  5;  Chelsea  Naval  Hospital,  Chelsea, 
Mass.,  4;  Enos  Convalescent  Home,  Warren  Ave.,  Reading,  3;  New 
England  Baptist  Hospital,  Boston,  2;  New  England  Sanitarium,  Stone- 
ham,  2;  Osteopathic  Hospital,  Boston,  2;  Pondville  State  Hospital, 
Wrentham,  2;  Tewksbury  State  Hospital,  Tewksbury,  2;  McMasters 
Convalescent  Home,  Wakefield,  2;  Worcester  State  Hospital,  Worces- 
ter, 1 ; Children’s  Hospital,  Boston,  1 ; Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  In- 
firmary, Boston,  1 ; Lawrence  Memorial  Hospital,  Medford,  1 ; Dan- 
vers State  Hospital,  Danvers,  1 ; Kenmore  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 ; 
Malden  Hospital,  Malden,  1 ; Greene’s  Convalescent  Home,  Harnden 
St.,  Reading,  1 ; Emergency  to  Willard  St.,  Boston,  1 ; Emergency  to 
Wilmington,  1 ; Trips  made  within  Town  Limits,  14.  Total  trips  made 
by  Police  Department  Ambulance  for  Year  1940,  195. 

Eighteen  (18)  of  the  above  recorded  trips  were  mad’e  to  various 
hospitals  as  a result  of  automobile  accidents.  A total  of  fifty-one  (51) 
persons  were  taken  from  the  scene  of  accidents  to  doctors  for  medical 
treatment.  We  have  had  no  fatal  automobile  accidents  in  Reading 
during  the  year  1940. 

Mileage  Totals 

The  Police  Ambulance  covered  a total  of  3,773  miles ; the  Packard 
has  travelled  3,571  miles;  Cruiser  No.  1 has  travelled  37,453;  the  old 
Cruiser  No.  2,  a Plymouth  Tudor  Sedan,  travelled  8,955  miles  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1940  to  April  26,  1940,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a new  Ford 
Tudor  Sedan.  From  April  26,  1940  until  December  31,  1940,  this  latter 
car  travelled  22,649  miles,  making  a total  of  76,401  miles  travelled  by  the 
various  automotive  units  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1940. 
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Recommendations 

I recomm’end  the  purchase  of  a new  car  to  replace  the  1939  Ply- 
mouth Tudor  Sedan  (Car  No.  1)  bought  on  October  4,  1939,  which  has 
travelled  from  the  date  of  purchase,  to  January  13,  1941,  inclusive,  a 
total  of  49,850  miles. 

I also  recommend  an  increase  of  the  permanent  force  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  regular  officers. 

Conclusion 

At  this  time  I wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  the 
Judges  of  our  District  Court,  the  Clerks  of  our  Court,  our  local  Press, 
and  all  others  who  have  assisted  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  this  de- 
partment, also  the  members  of  this  department  for  what  they  have 
don'e. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JEREMIAH  CULUNANE, 

Chief  of  Police,  Reading,  Mass. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

•Gentlemen : 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1940. 

The  building  construction  for  the  past  year  was  as  follows : 


97  new  one  family  dwellings  at  an  estimated  cost  of $ 350,045.00 

1 new  two  family  dwelling  at  an  estimated  cost  of 4,000.00 

21  Alterations  and  additions  to  dwellings  at  an  estimated  cost 

of  15,175.00 

20  new  private  garages  at  an  estimated  cost  of  5,476.00 


1 new  service  station 
1 new  lubritorium 
1 new  greenhouse 
5 new  henhouses 
1 new  boiler  house 
1 new  tool  house 
1 new  storage  house 

14  alterations  and  additions  to  various  buildings. 


Estimated  cost  of  the  above  building  construction  18,105.00 


Total  estimated  cost  of  all  building  construction  $392,801.00 

Number  of  permits  granted,  164. 

Eees  received  for  building  permits,  $564.50. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


A.  RUSSELL  BARNES, 

Building  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  APPEAL 


To  the  Honarable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Reading,  Mass. 

Four  petitions  for  variations  of  the  application  of  the  Zoning  By- 
Law  were  presented  to  the  Board  of  Appeal  during  the  year  1940.  After 
public  hearings,  two  of  these  petitions  were  granted,  one  was  granted 
in  part,  one  was  denied. 

One  appeal  was  made  to  the  Board  from  a ruling  of  the  Building 
Inspector,  und'er  the  Building  Laws.  After  a hearing,  the  ruling  of 
the  Building  Inspector  was  upheld,  and  the  appeal  was  denied. 

Full  reports  of  all  cases  heard  by  the  Board  are  on  file  in  th’e  office 
of  the  Town  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  Q.  MILLETT,  Chairman 
FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary, 
BENJAMIN  B.  PIPER, 

Board  of  Appeal. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 


To  the  Board  of  Health, 

Gentlemen : 

Therewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1940. 


Number  of  permits  granted  122 

Number  of  fixtures  installed •• 678 

Bath  tubs 109 

Lavatories  ...*• 121 

Closets  130 

Sinks  •• 104 

Sink  and  Tray  Combination  20 

2 Part  Trays  60 

Drinking  Fountains  4 

Boilers  75 

Stall  Showers  5 

Bath  Showers  50 


I have  made  294  inspections  covering  plumbing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  TAGGART, 

Inspector  of  Plumbing. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
For  the  Year  1940 


Valuation  of  Taxable  Property 


Buildings,  exclusive  of  land  . . $12,833,960.00 

Band,  exclusive  of  buildings  . . 3,552,940.00 

Personal  Estate 696,698.00 


Total  Taxable  Valuation 
Amount  appropriated  for 

Town  Purposes 

Amt.  of  Overlay  Deficit  ’36  . . 
Amt.  of  Overlay  Deficit  ’37  . . 
Amt.  to  be  paid  for  State  and 

County  Taxes  

Amount  of  Overlay  


Less  Estimated  Receipts  ....  $ 

Excise  Tax  

3654  Polls  @ $2.00  

Over  Estimate  State  and 

County  Taxes  ’39  

Available  Funds  


$17,083,598.00 

$780,989.75 

182.65 

725.93 

76,221.82 

7,786.09 


$865,906.24 

04,214.80 

23.171.00 
7,308.00 

1,511.74 

21.050.00  257,255.54 


Amount  to  be  raised  $608,650.70 

Tax  Rate  for  1940  (Amount  to  be  raised  divided  by  total  taxable 
valuation)  is  $35.20  per  M. 

Recapitulation 

Real  Estate  Tax  $ 576,818.85' 

Personal  Estate  Tax  24,523.85 

Poll  Taxes  7,308.00 

Excise  Taxes  27,714.05 

Moth  Assessment  464.00 

Betterments : 

Sewer  596.09 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing  1,239.64 

Highway  2,417.01 

Water  217.71 

Additional  Polls  14.00 

December  Commitment  32.56 


$641,345  76 
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Detail!  of  State  and  County  Taxes 


State  Tax,  1940  $ 40,800.00 

State  Parks,  1940  541.93 

Metropolitan  Sewer,  1940  12,822.92 

Civil  War  Veterans  Care,  1940  120.00 

Civil  War  Veterans  Care,  1939  Deficit  20.00 

County  Tax,  1940  21,916.97 


Total  State  and  County  Tax  for  1940  $ 76,221.82 

Valuation  Comparison 

1939  1940  Inc.  Dec. 

Val.  of  Bldgs  Only $12,652,430  $12,833,960  $ 181,530 

Val.  of  Land  Only  ....  3,578,290  3,552,940  $ 25,350 

Val.  of  Personal  Prop.  696,306  696,698  392 

Val.  of  Town  Prop.  ..  1,495,960  1,702,535  206,575 

Val.  of  Exempted  Prop.  557,320  564,120  6,800 

Val.  of  Excise  Tax  ....  842,300  975,355  133,055 

December  Commitment  1,450  925  525 


Total  Town  Valuation  $19,824,056  $20,326,533  $ 528,352  $ 25,875 


Net  Change  in  Valuation  $ 502,477 

Tax  Rate  $34.00  Per  M $35.20  Per  M 

Miscellaneous  Data 


Number  of  Persons,  Partnerships  and 

1939 

1940 

Inc. 

Dec. 

Corporations  Assessed  

3165 

2903 

262 

Number  of  Automobiles  Assessed  

3470 

3772 

302 

Number  of  Polls  

3608 

3661 

53 

Number  of  Horses  

35 

37 

2 

Number  of  Neat  Cattle  

175 

196 

21 

Number  of  Swine  

100 

157 

57 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  

Number  of  Acres  of  Land  

2732 

5570 

2790 

5570 

58 

Number  of  Fowl  

16579 

18793 

2214 

GEORGE  E.  HORROCKS, 
ARTHUR  S.  COOK, 

EDGAR  FROST, 

Board  of  Assessors. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

There  were  three  hundred  nineteen  contagious  diseases  reported 
during  the  year  1940. 


Chicken  Pox  23 

Dog  Bite  30 

German  Measles  2 

Influenza  3 

Lobar  Pneumonia  14 

Measles  193 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

Whooping  Cough  46 


Number  of  Deaths  . . 

Male  

Female  

6 were  between 
21  were  between 
33  were  between 
28  were  between 
16  were  between 
2 were  between 

1 was  between 

2 were  under 

3 still  births 


319 

112 

49 

63 

90  and  100 
80  and  90 
70  and  80 
60  and  70 
50  and  60 
40  and  50 
30  and  40 
1 year 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  M.  HALLIGAN,  M.  D. 

R.  B.  SHEPARDSON,  M.  D. 

C.  F.  ATKINSON 

Board  of  Health. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  EXTENSION  SERVICE 
IN  AGRICULTURE  AND  HOME  ECONOMICS 


This  is  a report  of  work  done  in  Reading  during  1940  by  the  Middle- 
sex County  Extension  Service. 

The  Metropolitan  Reading  Poultry  Association  held  regular  meet- 
ings at  the  Reading  Municipal  Building  during  the  year.  Mr.  William 
Johnson  of  West  St.  served  as  president  of  this  association,  Mr.  Ray  H. 
Cleary  as  secretary  and  Mr.  Cecil  Keith  of  Lowell  St.  as  treasurer. 
Several  Reading  poultry  men  have  kept  accounts  in  co-operation  with 
the  Extension  Service. 
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Spray  schedules  were  sent  to  fruit  growers  before  each  spray,  giv- 
ing time  of  applications  and  materials  to  use.  Vegetable  spray  charts 
for  the  major  crops  were  sent  monthly  during  the  growing  season  to  the 
vegetable  growers.  Several  farm  visits  were  made,  giving  personal  in- 
fomation  on  the  growers’  crops.  Several  meetings  were  held  through- 
out the  growing  season  in  neighboring  towns  where  growers  could  obtain 
any  requested  information. 

The  only  project  the  Reading  homemakers  took  with  the  Extension 
Service  was  the  making  of  slip  covers.  Besides  this  project  there  was  a 
series  of  meetings  on  leadership.  Two  single  meetings  were  given,  one  on 
Better  Lighting  in  the  Home,  and  another  on  Christmas  Gift  Sugges- 
tions. 

4-H  Club  work  was  successfully  carried  on  under  the  direction  of 
a 4-H  town  committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Howard  Perley  was  chairman. 
Committee  members  were  Miss  Annie  F.  Poock,  Mrs.  Harry  U.  Camp, 
William  T.  Fairclough.  Twenty  girls  were  enrolled  in  the  clothing  pro- 
ject in  two  clubs.  Leaders  of  these  clubs  were  Mrs.  John  O’Brien,  who 
has  completed  six  years  of  leadership  work,  and  Miss  Lois  Connor,  who 
has  served  for  four  years  as  leader.  Mrs.  William  Connor  was  an  as- 
sistant leader.  Miss  Lois  Connor  was  also  leader  of  a boys’  handicraft 
club.  Mr.  Ernest  Johnson  had  a group  of  boys  in  poultry,  and  Miss 
Barbara  Marshall  a group  in  gardening,  eighteen  boys  in  all. 

The  annual  exhibition  was  held  at  the  Highland  School.  A style 
revue  was  given  by  the  girls  in  clothing  and  an  amusing  play  was  en- 
acted by  the  boys  in  Miss  Connors’  Club.  Mrs.  Howard  Perley  presided 
as  program  chairman. 

Local  leaders  attended  leader  training  meetings  in  Woburn  and 
Wakefield. 

Seven  girls  from  the  two  clothing  clubs  participated  in  the  county- 
wide dress  contest  in  Concord  on  County  Girls’  Day.  Blue  ribbons  in 
the  contest  were  awarded  to  Eleanor  McLeod  and  Madelyn  Squires 
These  girls  were  invited  to  model  their  dresses  at  the  annual  Home- 
makers’ Day  program  in  Lexington. 

Mrs.  John  O’Brien  spent  a week  at  the  4-H  local  leaders’  camp 
on  the  campus  at  Massachusetts  State  College. 

Richard  Burns  and  Russell  Carter  won  recognition  by  the  County 
Office  on  their  garden  work. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

To  the  Town  of  Reading 

The  Board  organized  with  Richard  F.  Drew  as  chairman  and  A. 
Lloyd  David  as  secretary. 

Regular  meetings  were  held  at  the  Municipal  Building  on  Friday 
evenings  until  October  14th  and  thereafter  on  Monday  evenings  for  the 
rest  of  the  year. 
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Members  of  the  Board  have  attended  various  iocal  hearings.  Mr. 
White  has  continued  as  a member  of  the  Special  Drainage  Committee. 

Considerable  interest  was  revived  in  the  proposed  by-pass  around 
Reading  and  Stoneham,  and  several  joint  meetings  were  held  with  the 
Stoneham  and  Wakefield  Planning  Boards  to  discuss  the  project.  A 
committee  consisting  of  the  chairmen  of  these  Boards  was  created  to 
take  the  matter  up  with  the  Division  of  Metropolitan  Planning  and  the 
State  Board  of  Public  Works  and  the  State  Planning  Board.  As  a 
result,  a bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  legislature  for  the  construction 
of  the  by-pass. 

During  the  year  several  delegations  of  pupils  from  the  schools  have 
visited  the  Board  and  the  functions  and  work  of  the  Board  have  been 
explained  to  them. 

RICHARD  F.  DREW,  Chm. 

A.  LLOYD  DAVID,  Sec’y. 
WINTHROP  D.  PARKER 
PHILIP  R.  WHITE 
SHERBURNE  J.  WATTS 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen  : 

The  1940  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  is  herewith 
submitted. 

Manual  Force 

The  manual  force  of  the  department  consists  of  9 permanent  men 
including  the  Chief,  and  23  call  men. 

Apparatus 

At  the  Central  Fire  Station  are  located  a 1937  Packard  Chief’s 
car;  Engine  1,  a 1,000  gal.  per  min.  Seagrave  pumping  engine  with  a 
100  gallon  booster  tank,  purchased  in  1934;  Engine  3,  a 600  gal.  per  min. 
Seagrave  pumping  engine  with  a 85-gallon  booster  tank,  purchased  in 
1929;  Engine  4,  a 1932  Chevrolet  1 1-2  ton  truck  used  for  forest  and 
grass  fires,  (which  carries  a 100  gal.  per  min.  portable  pump,  a 65 
gallon  booster  tank  and  3,000  feet  of  1}4  inch  hose)  Ladder  1,  a Rob- 
inson city  service  ladder  truck  with  a 40  gallon  chemical  tank  purchased 
in  1916. 

The  Robinson  ladder  truck  will  be  replaced  within  a few  days 
with  the  new  ladder  truck  received  from  the  Seagrave  Corporation 
December  31st.  This  truck  is  a modern  junior  aerial  ladder  truck  with  a 
3-piece  power  raised  ladder  which  extends  65  feet  from  the  ground, 
338  feet  of  various  hand  ladders,  a 100  gallon  booster  tank,  300  feet  of 
booster  hose  and  a 200  gal.  per  min.  fire  pump.  It  also  carries  the  in- 
halator,  first  aid  kit,  waterproof  covers  and  other  equipment,  in  fact 


114 


it  is  a complete  fire  fighting  unit  and  is  a valuable  addition  to  the  de- 
partment. 

Engine  2,  a 400  gal.  per  min.  Seagrave  pumping  engine  with  a 65 
gallon  booster  tank  is  located  at  the  Woburn  Street  Station. 

With  the  replacement  of  the  Robinson  ladder  truck  the  apparatus 
is  all  in  good  condition  and  no  replacement  of  apparatus  should  be  re- 
quired for  many  years. 

Service  Record 

The  department  has  answered  67  bell  alarms,  27  still,  152  telephone 
and  52  service  calls.  This  is  a decrease  of  129  from  1939. 


Value  of  property  endangered  by  fire  $171,355.00 

Insurance  on  same  131,750.00 

Loss  24,973.92 

Insurance  paid  20,203.11 

Uninsured  loss  4,770.81 

Miles  apparatus  traveled  6,283 

Feet  of  Hose  laid,  2 y2  inch  18,900 

1 y2  inch  19,650 

1 inch  7,650 

24  inch  4,400 

Feet  of  ladder  raised  1,390 

Booster  tanks  used  90 

40-gallon  chemical  tanks  1 

3 gallon  soda  and  acid  extinguishers  10 

1 quart  carbon-tetrachloride  extinguishers  1 

Carbon-dioxide  extinguishers  15 

Foam  extinguishers  0 

Chimney  fusees  3 

Flours  engines  pumped  55 

Calls  for  inhalator  4 

Salvage  covers  spread  15 

Hours  lighting  unit  used  6 


Recommendations 

The  supply  of  both  2 y2  inch  and  \y2  inch  hose  should  be  increased. 

Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  installation  of  more  fire  hy- 
drants, the  tying  in  of  dead  end  water  mains  and  the  installation  of 
larger  mains  in  some  locations. 

The  permanent  force  should  be  increased  and  a radio  transmitter 
installed  in  the  Chief’s  car. 

Conclusion 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  for  its  co- 
operation, the  members  of  the  department  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties,  the  employees  of  the  telephone  company  for  their  valu- 
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able  assistance  in  the  transmission  of  emergency  calls  to  this  depart- 
ment, and  all  town  departments  and  persons  who  have  assisted  this 
department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  L.  EAMES, 

Chief  of  the  Fire  Department. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FIRE  ALARM 


To  the  Honarable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  of  1940. 

The  following  underground  conduits  have  been  laid : Pleasant  Street 
from  opposite  the  Central  Fire  Station  to  Middle  Street;  Pearl  Street 
in  front  of  the  new  school  property  and  to  connect  with  the  conduit 
entering  the  school  building;  Linden  Street  from  Woburn  to  Mt.  Ver- 
non; West  and  Woburn  Streets  and  into  Westcroft  Park;  Lowell  Street 
from  High  to  Hartshorn;  from  Franklin  Street  across  Haverhill;  from 
Sanborn  Street  into  the  High  School,  and  on  High  Street,  in  connec- 
tion with  a W.  P.  A.  project,  a conduit  has  been  laid  from  Mt.  Vernon 
Street  to  Woodward  Ave.  Cables  have  been  installed  as  follows : 
4 conductor  cables  into  the  new  Pearl  Street  School  and  the  High 
School;  an  8 conductor  cable  from  Sanborn  and  Woburn  Streets  to 
Mt.  Vernon  and  Linden;  a 19  conductor  cable  on  Woburn  Street 
from  Sanborn  to  Bancroft  Avenue ; a 19  conductor  cable  on  Lowell 
Street  from  Salem  to  Middlesex  Avenue;  a 22  conductor  cable  on  Wo- 
burn Street  from  Pratt  to  Summer  Avenue.  The  work  of  installing 
underground  conduits  and  cables  should  be  continued. 

No  boxes  were  added  to  the  system  this  year.  As  there  are  many 
locations  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  a fire  alarm  box,  I recom- 
mend the  installation  of  four  boxes  the  coming  year. 

A larger  fire  alarm  switch  board  should  be  installed  to  permit  the 
system  to  be  divided  into  more  box  circuits  with  fewer  boxes  on  each 
circuit. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  for  its  co-operation,  and  all 
others  who  have  assisted  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  L.  EAMES, 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Reading: 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1940  is  hereby  submitted : 

At  the  meeting  held  March  8,  1940  the  Board  organized  as  follows : 
Newell  H.  Morton,  Chairman 
Robert  E.  Fowle,  Secretary 
Carl  W.  Goodridge 
Leon  G.  Bent,  Clerk 

Meetings  were  held  regularly  on  Friday  evenings  until  September 
27th,  when  the  Board  voted  to  change  meeting  nights  to  Monday  eve- 
nings beginning  October  7,  1940.  Many  special  meetings  were  held  as 
occasion  required. 


Appointments  Made  in  1940 

Board  of  Registrars — Three  years — Walter  A.  Scanlon. 

Board  of  Appeal — Three  years — Fred  L.  Nutter. 

Associate  Member  Board  of  Appeal — Howard  T.  Clinch. 

W.  P.  A.  Sponsor’s  Agent — Arthur  C.  Michelini. 

•Soldiers’  Relief  Agent — Charles  W.  H.  Smith. 

Sealer  of  Weights  & Measures — Carl  M.  Smith. 

Gas  Inspector — David  Taggart. 

Dog  Officer — Charles  H.  Melendy. 

Building  Inspector — A.  Russell  Barnes. 

Burial  Agent,  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’ — Charles  E.  Tasney. 

Custodian  Soldiers’  Graves — Harry  A.  Turner. 

Keeper  of  the  Lock  Up — Jeremiah  Cullinane. 

Supt.  Fire  Alarm — Hugh  L.  Eames. 

Inspector  of  Wires — Albert  C.  Maxwell  . 

Contributory  Retirement  Board — J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr. — three  years. 
Weighers  of  Coal  and  Hay — Thomas  E.  Brogan,  Charles  W.  Lee, 
Mabel  L.  McKay,  Bertha  D.  MacLellan,  Wendell  B.  Newell,  Percy  N. 
Sweetser,  Henry  C.  Floyd. 

Field  Drivers — Ernest  T.  Wakefield,  Adolph  S.  Larson,  Edward  E. 
Nichols. 

Fence  Viewers — Wendell  B.  Newell,  Carl  B.  Sawyer,  Albert  E. 
Temple. 

Committee  on  Elm  Tree  Protection — Andrew  Christensen,  Henry 
M.  Donegan,  John  F.  Sawyer. 

Committee  on  Town  Forests — Leland  W.  Kingman. 

Inspector  of  Animals — Bernard  Schimpfke. 

Game  Warden — James  T.  Putnam. 

Moth  Superintendent — Henry  M.  Donegan. 
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Finance  Committee — John  L.  Devaney,  William  A.  Connelly,  Ben- 
jamin Howe,  Allan  H.  Sturges,  Clarence  M.  Kimball,  for  three  years; 
Clinton  L.  Bancroft,  for  two  years. 

Special  Police  Officers — John  F.  Maguire,  Reading  High  School; 
Charles  L.  Cummings,  Reading  High  School ; Sylvanus  Thompson,  Low- 
ell St.  School;  Edward  McBrien,  Pearl  St.  School;  Walter  Smith,  Junior 
High  School;  James  L.  Healey,  Highland  School;  Henry  W.  Bryden, 
Junior  High  School;  William  H.  Killam,  Municipal  Building  and  Lib- 
rary; Frank  F.  Strout,  Pumping  Station;  Ralph  F.  Plouff,  William  P. 
Pierpont,  William  H.  Manning,  Charles  H.  Melendy,  Gardner  A.  Perry, 
Edgar  C.  Stuart,  American  Legion  Quarters;  John  Chase,  Unitarian 
Church  and  Community  Hall ; Thomas  F.  Classen,  Edward  E.  Harnden, 
Union  Street  Building;  Arthur  C.  Michelini,  Union  Street  Building; 
Charles  L.  Gowing,  Jr.,  Reading  Theater;  Fred  Reissle,  Junior  High 
School;  Daniel  J.  O’Keefe,  Town  Dump;  J.  Edward  Black,  Herbert  F. 
Carter,  J.  Winthrop  Sias,  Norman  H.  Jewett,  George  O’Keefe,  George 
W.  Hall,  Frederick  W.  Burns,  Town  Forest;  Charles  E.  Langdon,  Se- 
curity and  Odd  Fellows  Hall;  H.  Harvey  Quigley,  Funerals;  M.  Russell 
Meikle,  Reading  Rifle  & Revolver  Club ; Wm.  N.  Richards,  Baptist 
Church  and  First  National  Bank;  Charles  A.  Benner,  Traffic  Lights, 
Salem  and  Pearl  Sts.;  Jacob  C.  Neilson,  Skating  Ponds;  William  H. 
Miller,  Hugh  L.  Eames,  William  E.  Slack,  Town  Dump. 

Police  Department 

A new  cruising  car  was  purchased  to  replace  the  one  which  was  two 
years  old.  There  are  two  cars  in  service  and  they  travel  over  fifty 
thousand  miles  in  a two  year  period.  The  practice  of  replacing  one  car 
each  year  should  be  continued. 

Two  Reserve  Officers  have  been  given  regular  duty  throughout  the 
year  and  a third  Reserve  Officer  has  been  on  duty  much  of  the  time. 
The  Board  recommends  that  inasmuch  as  two  Reserve  Officers  have 
been  given  full  time  for  a number  of  years,  they  should  be  made  per- 
manent members  of  the  force. 

Ambulance 

The  Board  has  found  it  necessary  to  make  a charge  for  the  use  of 
the  ambulance,  effective  March  1,  1941.  Charges  will  be  made  as  fol- 


lows : 

Within  radius  of  7 miles  $3.00 

Within  radius  of  17  miles $5.00 


Over  16  miles  $5.00  plus  25  cents  per  mile  on  all  over  16 
miles,  based  on  mileage  one  way. 

Fire  Department 

Funds  were  voted  at  a special  town  meeting  on  May  1,  1940,  for  the 
purchase  of  a fire  truck.  On  August  6th  the  Chief,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  purchased  a Seagrave  65-foot  Junior  Aerial 
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Fire  Truck.  The  truck  arrived  late  in  December  and  has  been  tested 
and  accepted. 

With  the  replacement  of  the  ladder  truck,  the  equipment  is  now 
in  excellent  condition,  and  no  new  apparatus  will  be  required  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Tree  and  Moth  Department 

Regular  replacement  of  trees  removed  has  been  carried  out  and 
many  new  trees  set  out  as  new  streets  are  developed.  The  W.  P.  A. 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Moth  Department,  has  carried  on  in- 
sect extermination.  There  should  be  no  let-up  in  this  work  lest  the 
situation  get  out  of  control. 

Traffic  and  Parking 

The  parking  situation  in  and  around  the  square  has  been  a prob- 
lem for  the  Board  and  one  difficult  to  solve  in  order  that  there  will 
be  no  partiality  and  that  both  shoppers  and  merchants  will  be  aided. 
Hearings  have  been  held  in  order  to  allow  all  to  express  their  opin- 
ions as  to  the  best  way  to  solve  this  problem.  The  Board  is  nearing  a 
solution  and  new  regulations  will  be  issued  very  soon.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Board  to  have  the  Police  Department  strictly  enforce 
these  regulations  as  soon  as  they  are  placed  in  effect. 

Speeding  on  our  highways  has  brought  in  an  unusual  number  of 
complaints  during  the  year.  These  matters  have  been  given  as  much 
attention  as  possible  with  the  limited  number  of  police  officers  avail- 
able. 

^Signs  have  been  erected  at  all  main  highways  leading  into  the  Town, 
with  the  exception  of  Main  Street  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works,  limiting  the  speed  to  30  miles  per 
hour.  The  State  Police  are  now  patroling  South  Main  Street  as  well 
as  North  Main  Street. 

W.  P.  A. 

Many  worth  while  projects  have  been  carried  out  under  our  effi- 
cient Sponsor’s  Agent.  Outstanding  among  them  are  the  grading  of 
the  Pearl  Street  School  grounds,  Pearl  Street  sewer,  underground  con- 
duits, Charles  Street  widening,  etc. 

Local  Defense  Committee 

Sudden  successes  by  the  German  blitzkreig  on  several  small  coun- 
tries and  the  fall  of  France  awakened  our  country  to  the  possibilities 
of  attack,  particularly  by  airplane. 

At  the  call  of  the  Governor,  Civilian  Defense  Committees  were  set 
up  in  towns  and  cities  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  The  Board 
issued  a call  and  one  hundred  per  cent  of  those  contacted  responded 
and  attended  the  first  meeting  on  July  7,  1940,  about  forty  being  pre- 
sent. 
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On  advice  of  the  State  House,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  was  set  up 
as  the  executive  committee  and  other  committees  were  formed  as 
follows : 

Selective  Service,  Public  Works,  First  Aid,  Public  Utilities,  Trans- 
portation and  Commodities,  Home  Guard,  Fire  Protection,  Police  Pro- 
tection, Public  Housing  and  Publicity  and  Education. 

Each  of  the  committees  has  met  individually  and  has  made  plans 
and  gathered  data  which  is  in  a main  file  in  the  Selectmen’s  office. 

Volunteers  have  augmented  the  committees,  both  individuals  and 
organizations,  and  the  Board  is  confident  that  should  an  emergency 
arise  the  response  would  be  as  spontaneous  and  general  as  during  the 
Lowell  floods  of  1936,  and  the  hurricane  of  1938. 

Town  Forest 

New  roads  and  more  water  holes  have  been  constructed  for  fire 
protection.  Several  hundred  trees  were  planted  to  replace  those  that 
were  lost  through  various  causes. 

Due  to  the  number  of  people  who  walk  or  ride  through  the  area, 
a man  has  been  on  duty  to  police  the  area  and  his  worth  has  been  proven 
in  prevention  both  of  fires  and  the  thoughtless  destruction  of  the  small 
trees,  and  his  services  should  be  continued  until  the  trees  have  grown 
to  several  feet  in  height. 

The  Board  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  for  the  co-operation 
of  all  Boards,  officials  and  employees  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NEWELL  H.  MORTON,  Chairman. 
ROBERT  E FOWLE,  Secretary. 
CARL  W.  GOODRIDGE. 

Board  of  Selectmen. 


REPORT  OF  THE  W.  P.  A.  SPONSOR’S  AGENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  W.  P#  A.  Sponsor’s  Agent 
for  the  year  1940. 

During  this  period,  twenty-one  Federal  projects  were  in  operation, 
employing  an  average  of  192  workers  who  received  in  wages,  $134,908.43. 

A brief  description  of  projects  operated  during  the  past  year  fol- 
lows. An  itemized  account  of  expenditures  of  funds  for  W.  P.  A.  ma- 
terials will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Accountant. 
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Federal  Pay-Roll  Expenditures  for  Works  Projects 

W.  P.  A.  Wages— January  1,  1940  to  December  31,  1940  ....  $134,908.43 


Value  of  Surplus  Food  Commodities  Distributed 22,214.15 

Value  of  Surplus  Clothing  Distributed  8,512.45 

Total  $165,635.03 


School  Grounds  Project 

The  grading  of  the  Pearl  Street  School  grounds  was  completed 
this  year.  The  following  are  the  main  items  involved.  Grass  area 
graded,  loamed  and  seeded,  13,700  square  yards ; Play  areas  graded 
and  stone  dusted,  3,000  square  yards ; five  foot  chain  link  fence  erected, 
970  lineal  feet;  Concrete  retaining  wall  constructed,  878  lineal  feet; 
Concrete  curb  with  brick  top  constructed,  753  lineal  feet;  Asphalt-pea 
stone  sidewalk  constructed,  147  square  yards ; Granolithic  sidewalks 
constructed,  285  square  yards ; Catch  basins  constructed,  5. 

At  the  Highland  School  a granolithic  sidewalk  was  constructed 
along  School  Street  completing  the  Highland  School  project. 

At  the  Lowell  St.  School  a granolithic  sidewalk  was  constructed 
along  Lowell  Street.  The  sidewalk  on  Hartshorn  Street  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  spring  of  1941. 

Re-conditioning  Public  Buildings 

The  exteriors  of  the  following  buildings  were  painted  under  this 
projejet : Police  Station,  Fire  Alarm  Shop,  Senior  High  School,  Walter 
S.  Parker  Junior  High  School,  Highland  School  and  Lowell  Street 
School.  At  the  Lowell  Street  School  new  windows  were  installed  and  the 
south  and  west  sides  reshingled. 

Underground  Conduit  Project 

This  project  calls  for  the  laying  of  underground  ducts  for  electric 
main  transmission  lines,  laterals  and  service  connections,  the  construc- 
tion of  transformer  vaults  and  manholes  on  High,  Lowell,  Linden  and 
Sanborn  Streets.  A total  of  41,558  feet  of  ducts  have  been  laid,  10 
manholes  built  and  1131  square  yards  of  granolithic  sidewalks  con- 
structed. This  project  will  be  completed  in  1941. 

Charles  Street  Widening 

Charles  Street  under  this  project  is  to  be  widened,  graded  and 
resurfaced  throughout  its  entire  length.  This  will  require  the  removal 
of  trees  and  ledge,  removal  and  resetting  of  walls,  installation  of  neces- 
sary drainage  and  the  construction  of  three  new  culverts.  Work  was 
started  on  December  26,  1940  and  will  be  completed  in  the  spring 
of  1941. 
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Union  Street  School  Remodeling 

The  Union  Street  School  Building,  vacated  in  January,  1940,  was  re- 
modelled under  this  project  into  a thirteen  room  office  building.  It 
now  furnishes  offices  for  the  Welfare  and  Old  Age  Assistance  Depart- 
ments, Sponsor’s  Agent,  Federal  Commodities  Distribution  Center  and 
W.  P.  A.  White  Collar  Projects  and  Time  Control  Department. 

Tree  Pest  Elimination 

Under  this  project  544  acres  of  woodland  were  creosoted  for  egg 
masses  and  nests  of  gypsy  moths.  The  project  also  included  cutting 
browntail  webs,  destroying  tent  caterpillar  webs  and  eggs.  Also  81 
acres  of  treeland  were  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead. 

Preservation  of  Shade  Trees 

Trees  along  30  miles  of  the  town’s  highways  were  trimmed  and 
cleared  of  dead  branches,  trees  bolted  where  necessary,  cavities  filled 
and  unsafe  trees  removed. 

Grove  St.  Water  Main 

This  project  approved  for  the  installation  of  a 12”  auxiliary  water 
main  from  Franklin  Street  to  the  new  Pumping  Station  was  completed 
on  October  31,  1940.  Under  this  project,  1744  lineal  feet  of  12’’  water 
mains  were  laid. 

Town  Forest  Roadways 

Under  this  project  an  additional  2000  feet  of  roadways  in  the  Town 
Forest  were  graded,  widened  and  gravel  surfaced.  Work  on  this  pro- 
ject was  suspended  on  June  18,  1940. 

Pearl  St.  Sewer 

The  trunk  sewer  line  from  Salem  Street  to  the  new  Pearl  Street 
School  was  completed  on  May  21,  1940.  Total  length  of  sewer  pipe 
laid  was  1700  lineal  feet. 

Emergency  Snow  Removal 

After  the  heavy  storm  of  February  14,  an  emergency  was  declared 
by  the  W.  P.  A.  headquarters  and  29  men  were  assigned  to  remove 
snow. 


Wood  Cutting  Project 

Under  this  project  412  cords  of  wood  were  cut,  sawed  and  split 
and  turned  over  to  the  Welfare  Department  for  distribution. 

Furniture,  Toy  and  Shoe  Repair  Project 

Under  this  project,  furniture,  toys  and  shoes  donated  by  towns- 
people were  repaired  and  renovated  and  distributed  through  the  Wel- 
fare Department  to  needy  citizens. 


122 


Housekeeping  Aides 

This  project  furnishes  free  home  assistance  in  housework  and  care 
of  children  in  the  homes  of  the  needy  where  the  mother  or  homemaker 
is  totally  or  partially  incapacitated  because  of  ill  health  or  confinement, 
or  in  case  of  some  temporary  emergency  which  makes  this  assistance 
necessary.  This  service  is  rendered  only  upon  the  recommendation  of 
a doctor,  visiting  nurse,  Welfare  Office,  Old  Age  Assistance,  Soldiers’ 
Relief  Agent,  or  any  charitable  organization.  During  1940,  seventy-four 
families  received  this  housekeeping  service.  This  project  employs  fifteen 
housekeeping  aides  and  one  field  worker. 

Local  Compensation  Office 

The  following  report  covers  accidents  and  injuries  suffered  by  W. 
P.  A.  workers  in  Reading  during  the  calendar  year  1940. 

Injuries  of  minor  nature  not  requiring  attention  of  a physician — 
61  cases. 

Injuries  requiring  attention  of  a physician  (yet  no  time  lost  from 
work) — 28  cases. 

Injuries  requiring  attention  of  a physician,  result  of  which  work- 
ers lost  time  and  compensation  was  paid  by  the  Federal  Government — 
9 cases. 

Total  number  of  accidents  on  W.  P.  A.  projects  for  the  year — 98. 

Amount  of  money  paid  to  Reading  physicians  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment for  services  rendered — $356.00. 

Amount  of  money  paid  to  doctors  and  specialists  outside  of  Read- 
ing— $35.00. 

Amount  paid  to  hospitals  for  treatment  of  injured  workers  and 
for  X-ray  photographs — $190.00. 

Amount  paid  to  Reading  pharmacies  for  medicines,  etc.,  in  1940 — 
$3.20. 

During  the  year  1940,  accidents  to  W.  P.  A.  workers  in  Reading 
were  comparatively  fewer  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Every  project  in  Reading  is  equipped  with  a first  aid  kit — used  to 
treat  minor  injuries  suffered  on  the  jobs. 

Town  Vaults  Records  Project 

The  work  under  this  project  consisted  of  cleaning,  arranging,  in- 
dexing, summarizing  and  filing  books,  records,  reports,  plans  and  other 
data  relating  to  the  administration  of  Town  affairs.  The  value  of 
this  material  could  be  determined  only  by  an  inventory,  examination 
and  indexing.  Books  and  records  restored  to  their  proper  agencies,  rec- 
ords which  were  no  longer  useful  were  destroyed  and  useful  material 
salvaged,  cleaned,  sorted  and  indexed.  A summary  and  index  was  pre- 
pared of  materials  remaining  in  the  vaults,  as  well  as  a summary  of 
materials  that  were  discarded. 
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Wire  Inspector’s  Records  Project 

The  object  of  this  project  was  to  transcribe,  tabulate  and  index 
a new  card  file  for  records  of  the  Inspector  of  Wires  Department,  for 
the  years  1933  to  1939 

The  records  of  the  Inspector  of  Wires  Department  had  been 
kept  in  memorandum  books  and  non-indexed  cards  with  incomplete  de- 
tails as  to  work  done  and  by  whom.  A system  was  devised  calling  for 

1.  An  application  for  a permit  to  perform  work. 

2.  A permit  to  perform  work,  to  be  issued  by  the  Inspector  of 
Wires. 

3.  A notification  card  from  the  contractor  to  the  Inspector  of 
Wires,  when,  where  and  what  work  is  to  be  done. 

4.  A numbered  filing  card  giving  name  of  applicant,  work  to  be 
done,  wiring  contractor,  date  of  inspection,  and  passing,  and  number 
of  permit. 

5.  Numbered  envelopes  with  records  of  work  previously  done  at 
the  same  house  address. 

6.  An  alphabetical  file  index  of  contractors  with  addresses. 

The  numbers  of  the  cards  or  envelopes  for  the  first  five  operations 
were  made  identical  for  the  same  address  and  same  job. 

The  project  has  been  completed  and  all  the  data  housed  in  proper 
steel  filing  cases  and  delivered  to  the  Inspector  of  Wires  Department. 

Tracing  of  Old  B.  P.  Plans 

Under  this  project  302  old  highway  plans  dated  from  1840  to  1922 
have  been  copied  on  linen.  These  plans  were  originally  drawn  on 
brown  paper  and  were  fast  deteriorating  from  use. 

Stone  Bounds  and  Street  Acceptances 

The  specific  purposes  to  be  served  by  this  project  when  completed 
are  as  follows  : 

A composite  sectional  map  of  the  town  showing  all  accepted  streets, 
with  surface  materials,  sidewalks,  edgestones  and  all  superstructures ; 

A card  record  of  locations  of  street  monuments  by  ties  to  nearest 
permanent  points  with  adequate  sketches ; 

A book  and  card  record  of  all  street  layout  descriptions  as  taken 
from  Town  Meeting  records. 

These  records  and  plans  are  to  be  kept  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  use  in  future  intelligent,  systematic 
town  planning  of  street  improvements  of  all  town  departments  con- 
cerned. 

Town  Meeting  Records 

This  project  now  completed,  compiled  and  indexed  all  town  meet- 
ing records  from  1840  to  1940.  This  will  greatly  facilitate  the  looking 
up  of  any  action  that  has  taken  place  in  the  past  years. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Reading  W.  P.  A.  Recreation  Project  — 1940 

January  23,  1941. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

I hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Reading  W.  P.  A.  recrea- 
tion project  for  the  year  1940.  Thanks  to  the  continuing  aid  of  the 
Work  Projects  Administration,  the  town  has  again  been  supplied  with 
supervision  and  leaders  for  public  recreation. 

This  project  might  well  be  termed  a continuous  project  as  it  has 
been  in  operation  since  1934.  While  the  rudiments  of  the  activities 
offered  have  been  practically  the  same  as  in  former  years,  certain 
phases  of  the  program  have  been  enlarged.  This  is  especially  true  of 
the  Adult  Program. 

Adult  Program 

Winter  and  Spring — 

Many  citizens  of  the  town  took  advantage  of  the  physical  and 
creative  opportunities  offered  by  the  project.  Crafts  included : metal, 
leather,  wood,  amberol,  furniture  remodeling,  and  cane  seating.  Bas- 
ketball, volleyball,  games  and  gymnastics  made  up  the  physical  side 
of  the  program.  Dramatics  supplied  entertainment  for  many  and 
gave  the  actors  a change  for  character  portrayal. 

The  high-light  of  this  season  was  the  Annual  Craft  Exhibition, 
held  at  the  Craft  Room  in  May.  This  display  was  visited  by  more  than 
300  adults  who  expressed  admiration  and  surprise  at  the  number  of 
beautiful  and  useful  articles  made  of  pewter,  copper,  aluminum  and 
leather. 

Summer  — 

The  playgrounds  were  used  extensively  by  adults  as  well  as  child- 
ren. The  Recreation  Soft  Ball  League  had  8 teams  playing  from  May 
until  September  with  a banquet  and  entertainment  as  a final  event.  The 
tennis  courts  on  all  three  playgrounds  were  well  patronized  and  the 
baseball  diamond  at  Washington  Street  where  the  Community  Base- 
ball League  played  was  used  by  the  recreation  project  for  adult  base- 
ball twice  a week. 

Fall  and  Winter — 

In  October,  the  Center  School  building  was  available  to  the  recre- 
ation project  for  a Recreation  Center. 

Here  all  phases  of  the  program,  except  basketball,  volleyball,  and 
gymnastics  were  carried  on.  Attendance  increased  greatly  with  more 
and  more  people  realizing  the  value  of  the  opportunities  offered  for 
their  leisure  time.  In  November  adult  art  classes  were  added  to  the 
already  extensive  program. 
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Childrens’  Program 


Winter  and  Spring — 

Facilities  in  the  Senior  High  School  gymnasum  were  extended 
by  the  School  Department  for  physical  activities.  On  Saturday  morn- 
ings, basketball  for  junior  boys  was  offered. 

One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the  year-round  program  was 
the  Game  Room  which  is  stocked  with  most  games  suitable  for  indoor 
play,  ping  pong  being  one  of  the  most  popular. 

Crafts  instruction  in  wood,  raw  metals,  paper,  sewing,  amberol, 
and  leather  was  given  to  the  children  daily  at  the  Craft  Room. 

Summer — 

The  playground  season  opened  in  June  and  continued  until  school 
opened  in  September.  Birch  Meadow,  Memorial  Park,  and  Washing- 
ton Street  Park  were  used  daily  in  pleasant  weather.  One  day  each 
week  was  set  aside  as  a feature  day  with  pet  shows,  doll  parades, 
field  days,  bicycle  rodeos,  and  a hobby  show  which  was  also  an  adult 
special  event. 

Junior  and  Senior  Baseball  Leagues  were  organized  with  regular 
scheduled  games.  All-Star  teams  were  selected  for  out-of-town  games. 
Tennis  teams  were  formed  on  the  playgrounds  and  out-of-town  and 
inter-playground  matches  played. 

A girls’  soft  ball  team  was  organized  at  Washington  Street  Park 
and  games  played  with  nearby  towns. 

Crafts  were  carried  on  in  “The  Barn”,  Memorial  Park.  The  girls’ 
sewing  unit  made  17  dozen  articles  for  the  Red  Cross. 

Fall  and  Winter — 

With  the  closing  of  the  playground  season,  touch  football  teams 
were  formed  with  junior  boys  participating. 

In  October,  a Recreation  Center  was  opened  in  the  former  Center 
School.  Here  separate  rooms  for  crafts,  games,  and  other  phases  of 
recreation  offered  new  incentives  for  boys  and  girls.  A Fun  Band  was 
started  and  group  singing  was  added  to  the  program. 

Annual  Participation  Chart 

These  figures  may  seem  excessive  to  some,  but  it  must  be  realized 
that  the  recreation  project  operates  on  a year-round  basis  with  activi- 
ties carried  on  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  from  January  through 
December.  The  age  levels  are  divided  under  20  3^ears,  and  over  20 
years  and  separated  into  male  and  female. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Under  20  Years 

Over  20  Years 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Basketball 

2193 

1135 

Skating 

1591 

1419 

1079 

841 

Volley  Ball 

835 

399 

Gymnastics 

587 

Ping  Pong,  Pool,  Bowling 

8394 

4967 

2529 

1015 

Crafts 

4554 

6316 

668 

3322 

Art  Classes 

579 

572 

196 

175 

Card  and  Table  Games 

6127 

3573 

2957 

634 

Dramatics 

714 

728 

Fun  Bands 

850 

538 

75 

60 

Special  Events 

1519 

1253 

728 

935 

Tennis 

3071 

2329 

3642 

2586 

Playground  Games 

3558 

2637 

1603 

744 

Baseball 

3752 

81 

1905 

Soft  Ball 

850 

373 

2047 

43 

Playground  Apparatus 

7732 

7906 

893 

825 

Wading  Pools 

2621 

2494 

Reading 

987 

584 

198 

Football 

265 

670 

GRAND  TOTALS 

48,643 

35,042 

21,874 

12,894 
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Many  thanks  are  given  to  the  following  who  aided  with  finances, 
materials,  moral  support,  and  personal  assistance : The  Professional  and 
Service  Division  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration,  The  Board  of 
Selectmen,  The  Board  of  Public  Works,  The  Sponsor’s  Agent  and  his 
office  staff,  The  Park  Playground  Leaders,  The  Reading  School  Depart- 
ment, The  Reading  Municipal  Light  Department,  The  Town  Account- 
ant, and  the  Reading  Chronicle. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EVELIE  IRVING, 

Supervisor  Reading  W.  P.  A.  Recreation. 


The  co-operation  extended  to  the  W.  P.  A.  Department  by  other 
Town  Boards  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  I wish  to  thank  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  advice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  MICHELINI, 

Sponsor’s  Agent. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Wires 
for  the  Town  of  Reading  for  the  term  ending  December  31,  1940. 

During  the  past  year  I have  made  621  inspections  and  have  issued 
439  permits  to  perform  wiring  in  the  town  which  are  classified  as 
follows : 

Oil  Burners  125 

Fire  Repairs  4 

Repairs  and  Alterations  134 

New  Houses  102 

Additional  Tenements  6 

Coal  Stokers  5 

Ranges  34 

Private  Garages  2 

Old  Houses  2 

Filling  Stations  1 

Signs  12 

Water  Heaters  5 

Exhaust  Fans  1 

Heat  Regulators  1 

X-Ray  Equipment  1 

Lightning  Fires  2 

Burglar  Alarm  1 

Air  Conditioning  1 


Total  Number  of  Permits  Issued  439 

Re-inspections  182 


Total  Inspection  for  the  Year  621 

and  have  compiled  the  complaints,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Buildings  Condemned  for  Fire  Damage  3 

Condemned  for  Other  Reasons  1 

Violations  of  the  Electric  Code  8 

Notices  to  State  Examiners  2 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year  and  any  and  all  others 
who  assisted  in  the  conduct  of  this  office  for  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  C.  MAXWELL, 

Inspector  of  Wires. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  READING,  MASSACHUSETTS 
For  the  Year  ended  December  3 1 , 


1940 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 

School  Committee 

Irving  C.  Austin,  180  Prescott  St. 

Frank  D.  Tanner,  Chairman,  124  Oak  St. 

Miss  Margaret  Canty,  67  Mineral  St. 

Dr.  Charles  R .Wakeling,  25  Linden  St. 

Norman  L.  Duncan,  54  Longview  Rd. 

Mrs.  Esther  D.  Twombly,  47  Highland  St. 

School  Committee  Office 

Grouard  House,  25  School  St.  Telephone  Reading  0180 

Open  daily,  8 :00  a.  m.  to  5 :00  p.  m.  Saturday,  9 :00  a.  m.  to  12  m. 

Vacations,  9 :00  a.  m.  to  5 :00  p.  m. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

E.  C.  Grover,  6 Pine  Ridge  Rd.  Tel.  Res.  0479;  Office  0180 

Secretary  to  Superintendent 

Ruth  C.  Roberts,  118  Prescott  St.  Tel.  Res.  0565-M ; Office  0180 

School  Committee  Clerk 

Helen  M.  Pratt,  47  Mt.  Vernon  St.  Tel.  Res.  0117-M;  Office  0180 

Supervisor  of  Attendance 

Josephine  L.  Fowler,  65  Temple  St.  Tel.  Res.  0488-J ; Office  0180 

School  Physician 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Henderson,  220  Woburn  St.  Telephone  0580 

School  Nurse 

Margaret  B.  Clewley,  131  Pleasant  St.,  Woburn 

Tel.  Res.  0316;  Office  1475 


Term  expires  1941 
Term  expires  1941 
Term  expires  1942 
Term  expires  1942 
Term  expires  1943 
Term  expires  1943 
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NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS 


Fire  alarm  2-2  repeated  three  times, 
Street  lights  turned  on  for  five  minutes. 


Radio  announcement  when  possible  over  WNAC  and  WEEI  between 
7 :00  and  7 :45  a.  m. 


7 :15  a.  m. 
7 :30  a.  m. 
7 :45  a.  m. 
12:30  p.  m. 


for  Senior  High  School. 

for  Junior  High  School. 

for  Grades  1 — 6 inclusive,  morning  session. 

for  Grades  1 — 6 inclusive,  afternoon  session. 


EVEN  WHEN  THERE  HAS  BEEN  NO  SCHOOL  IN  THE 
MORNING  FOR  THE  FIRST  SIX  GRADES,  THERE  WILL  BE 
SCHOOL  IN  THE  AFTERNOON  UNLESS  THE  NO-SCHOOL 
SIGNAL  IS  GIVEN. 


High  School  sessions  will  be  called  off  only  in  cases  of  extremely 
severe  weather  or  other  emergencies.  None  of  the  schools  will  be  closed 
exsept  in  severe  weather,  but  it  is  hoped  that  parents  will  at  all  times 
use  discretion  as  to  whether  their  children  should  attend,  even  when  the 
schools  are  in  session. 


SCHOOL  CLINICS 

Dental,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  the  Grouard  House,  9-12  and  1-4. 
Pre-School,  at  the  Town  Building,  Room  19,  every  Tuesday,  2-4  p.  m. 
Tuberculosis  Prevention,  annually  by  announcement. 

Diphtheria  Prevention,  annually  by  announcement. 


SCHOOL  JANITORS 


High  School: 

John  Maguire,  61  Vine  St Telephone:  0281 -J 

Charles  Cummings,  22  Haven  St 

Mary  J.  Kennedy,  89  Washington  St 

Junior  High  School: 

Henry  W.  Bryden,  64  Village  St 1567- W 

Walter  Smith,  36  Temple  St 1445-M 

Fred  Riessle,  10  King  St 1199-M 

Agnes  Hurley,  23  King  St 


131 


School  Janitors  Continued 


Highland  School: 

James  L.  Healey,  201  West  St 0047- M 

William  Ray  Yorks,  16  Track  Rd 

Emma  Tibbets,  25  School  St 0171- M 

Pearl  St.  School: 

Edward  McBrien,  213  Forest  St 0228 

Simon  A.  Castine,  21  Green  St 

Prospect  St.  and  Chestnut  Hill  Schools : 

Leander  Smith,  193  High  St 1325 

Eowell  St.  School: 


William  A.  Eloyd,  128  Bancroft  Ave. 


SCHOOL  SCHEDULE 


January,  1941  to 

i June,  1942,  Inclusive 

Schools  open 

January  2,  1941 

Winter  Vacation  week  of 

February  16,  1941 

Spring  Vacation  week  of 

April  13,  1941 

No  Sessions : 

Memorial  Day 

May  30,  1941 

Bunker  Hill  Day 

June  17,  1941 

Schools  close  for  summer 

June  20,  1941 

Schools  open 

September  8,  1941 

No  Sessions : 

Columbus  Day 

October  13,  1941 

Teachers’  Convention 

About  October  24,  1941 

Armistice  Day 

November  11,  1941 

Thanksgiving  Recess  from  noon 

November  26,  1941  to  December  1,  1941 

Christmas  Vacation  from  end  of 

regular  sessions  December  23,  1941  to 

January  5,  1942 

Winter  Vacation  week  of 

February  22,  1942 

Spring  Vacation  week  of 

April  19,  1942 

Schools  close  for  summer 

June  19,  1942 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  the  School  Committee  sub- 
mits it’s  annual  report : 

Uncertainties  in  all  walks  of  life  have  made  it  necessary  for  the 
pruning  knife  to  be  applied  to  the  budgets  of  certain  town  departments 
in  order  that  funds  might  be  available  for  those  departments  which 
have  been  expanded  or  created  to  meet  the  many  emergencies.  The 
School  Department  belongs  to  that  group  of  agencies  which  has  had 
to  expand  in  order  to  meet  existing  conditions  and  this  was  accom- 
plished without  receiving  additional  funds. 

Since  1931  the  budget  of  the  School  Department  has  been  prepared 
and  approved  on  a basis  of  bare  operating  expense  and  requests  for 
funds  for  the  replacement  of  equipment  have  been  foregone  in  the 
main;  however,  some  purchases  of  badly  needed  equipment  have  been 
made  through  savings. 

Conditions  have  been  such  that  salary  increases  have  been  confined 
to  the  annual  increments  which  the  Committee  is  bound  to  meet. 

Business  depressions  mean  increased  school  enrollment,  which  cor- 
respondingly means  more  teachers,  more  equipment,  more  supplies ; 
therefore,  on  the  present  trend,  an  increased  school  budget  must  be 
faced  in  1942.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  adequate  housing  for 
our  ever-increasing  enrollment  except  in  one  location.  The  evidence 
in  the'  form  of  new  dwellings  in  various  locations  of  the  town,  indicates 
the  physical  facilities  of  the  department  are  in  a very  unfavorable  po- 
sition to  meet  this  problem.  Attention  of  the  citizens  is  directed  to  this 
matter ; the  need  of  more  room  is  apparent. 

Indications  are  that  the  Pearl  Street  School  costs  approximateh’- 
$3,000  per  annum  more  to  operate  than  the  combined  operating  cost  of 
the  Center  and  Union  Schools.  This  additional  operating  expense  has 
been  absorbed  in  the  general  operating  expense. 

The  department  has  operated  within  it’s  budget  during  the  past 
year  and  returned  $591.63  to  the  Town. 

The  terms  of  Irving  C.  Austin  and  Frank  D.  Tanner  expire  this 
year. 

IRVING  C.  AUSTIN 
MARGARET  S.  CANTY 
NORMAN  L.  DUNCAN 
FRANK  D.  TANNER,  Chm. 
ESTHER  D.  TWOMBLY 
CHARLES  R.  WAKELING,  M.  D. 
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RECEIPTS  NOT  FROM  TAX  LEVY— SHOWING  NET  COST  TO  TOWN 
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Receipts : 

316.99  State  Reimbursement  548.95 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  BUDGET— 1941 
Est.  Appro.  Expended 

1941  Detail  1940 

SALARIES: 

$173,996.86  Supt.  and  Teachers  $171,461.02 

1,400.00  Substitutes  678.50 

18,733.00  Janitors  18,547.40 

600.00  Attendance  Officer  600.00 

2,318.22  Nurse  and  Clerk  2,409.00 

1,000.00  Medical  Inspection  1,000.00 


$198,048.00  TOTAL  SALARIES  $194,695.92 

MAINTENANCE: 

General  Control: 

$ 500.00  Supt’s.  Office  Supplies  $ 503.50 

200.00  Research  and  Professional  Study 145.88 

500.00  Travel  Expenses  407.44 

125.00  Printing  123.68 

100.00  Census  100.00 

300.00  Other  Expenses  271.15 

350.00  Grouard  House — Operation  363.86 

195.00  Grouard  House — Maintenance  172.17 

50.00  Grouard  House — Capital  Outlay  320.86 


$ 2,320.00  Total  General  Control  $ 2,408.54 

Instruction: 

$ 555.00  Supervision  $ 453.83 

380.00  Principal’s  Office  Expense  366.20 

2.900.00  Textbooks  2,525.96 

6.150.00  Supplies  5,909.49 

525.00  Supplementary  Books 1,040.75 

300.00  Library  

325.00  Commencement  326.15 

475.00  Other  Expenses  493.69 


$ 11,610.00  Total  Instruction  Expense  $ 11,116.07 

Operation  of  Plant: 

$ 2,100.00  Janitors’  Supplies  $ 1,958.95 

6.500.00  Fuel  6,381.64 

1.210.00  Water  and  Sewer  1,161.17 

2.425.00  Electricity  2,342.85 
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425.00  Gas  385.03 

600.00  Telephone  549.79 

275.00  Other  Expenses  244.80 

75.00  Freight  and  Drayage  9.30 


$ 13,610.00  Total  Operation  of  Plant  $ 13,033.53 

Maintenance  of  Plant: 

$ 2,469.00  Grounds  $ 1,682.98 

1.959.00  Buildings  697.41 

1.292.00  Service  Systems  343.47 

353.00  Plumbing  105.74 

588.00  Instructional  Apparatus  1,199.28 

15.00  Furniture  150.82 

136.00  Other  Expenses  52.44 


$ 6,812.00  Total  Maintenance  of  Plant  $ 4,232.14 

Capital  Outlay: 

$ Dedication  of  New  Buildings  $ 60.29 

184.00  Alterations  and  Additions  1,206.46 

484.00  Furniture  1,061.10 

673.00  Instructional  Apparatus  2,021.21 

78.00  Other  Outlay  884.61 


$ 1,419.00  Total  Capital  Outlay  $ 5,233.67 

Auxiliary  Agencies: 

$ 9,500.00  Transportation  $ 7,886.58 

104.00  Tuition  


$ 9,604.00  Total  Auxiliary  Agencies  $ 7,886.58 

Coordinate  Activities: 

$ 100.00  Compulsory  Attendance  $ 100.00 

35.00  Medical  Service 31.94 

352.00  Nurse  Service  333.90 


$ 487.00  Total  Coordinate  Activities  $ 465.84 

$ 45,862.00  TOTAL  GENERAL  MAINTENANCE  $ 44,376.37 

$243,910.00  GRAND  TOTAL  $239,072.29 

$ 1,000.00  INDUSTRIAL  TUITION  $ 711.92 

$ 10,000.00  SCHOOL  LUNCHES  $ 9,412.9 2 
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CHANGE  IN  PERSONNEL  — 1940 


Left: 


Edna  M.  Lounsbury 

Prospect  St.  School — Grade  4 

June 

Elizabeth  Maclver 

High  School — Commercial 

June 

Mary  T.  Macken 

Highland  School — Grade  6 

June 

Ruth  Montgomery 

Pearl  St.  School — Grade  1 

June 

Helen  F.  Schellenberg 

Junior  High — Household  Arts 

June 

Marian  T.  Pratt  (deceased) 

High  School — French 

July 

Arthur  Cook 

Highland  School — Janitor 

Sept. 

Helene  Ernst 

High  School — German 

Sept. 

(leave  of  absence) 

Jean  M.  Wiens 

High  School — English 

Sept. 

(exchange  1940-1941) 

George  D.  Anderson 
(leave  of  absence) 

Junior  High — Assistant  Principal, 
Mathematics 

Oct. 

Ellen  Harney 

Pearl  St.  School — Grade  5 

Oct. 

Annie  Quillen  (deceased) 

Highland  School — -Grade  6 

Oct. 

Sylvanus  Thompson 

Lowell  St.  School — Janitor 

Nov. 

Appointed : 

Robert  Bronner 

High  School — English 

Sept. 

Ellen  F.  Brown 

Junior  High — Household  Arts 

Sept. 

Robert  M.  Campbell 

High  School — English 

Sept. 

(exchange  1940-1941) 

Barbara  Carpenter 

High  School — Clerk 

Sept. 

Henry  G.  Ingersoll,  Jr. 

High  School — Social  Studies 

Sept. 

Svea  W.  Kling 

High  School — Commercial 

Sept. 

Helen  Newhall 

Pearl  St.  School — Grade  1 

Sept. 

^Jeannette  B.  Reed 

High  School — German 

Sept. 

Harriet  E.  Robinson 

Highland  School — Grade  6 

Sept. 

^Frances  Haskins 

Pearl  St.  School — Grade  5 

Oct. 

Albert  H.  Woodward 

Junior  High — Mathematics 

Oct. 

William  Lloyd 

Lowell  St.  School — Janitor 

Nov. 

W.  Ray  Yorks 

Highland  School — Janitor 

Nov. 

Edythe  M.  McQuaide 

Highland  School — Grade  6 

Nov. 

^Substitute 
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MARIAN  T.  PRATT 


ANNIE  W.  QUILLEN 


“/  leave  with  thee  a sense 
Of  hands  upheld  and  trials  rendered  less  — 
The  unselfish  joy  which  is  to  helpfulness 
Its  own  great  recompensed 


TEACHERS  IN  SERVICE,  DECEMBER  31,  1940,  WHERE  EDUCATED,  YEAR  APPOINTED 

Showing  Attendance  and  Enrollment  for  Year  Ending  June,  1940 
and  Enrollment  for  October  1,  1940 


0^61  ‘I  '400 
juaurjojug 


aonupua^y 
jo  juaa  aa<j 


aouupuajjy 

aSuaaAy 


diqsraquiajy 
o3nj9Ay 


dtqsjaquiajy 


u 3 

O 3 

0>H 

1-2 
I-,  o 
O.® 
Xi 


pajmoddy 


>'C 

3 « 
os  af 

is 

£ o 
axi 
"o  o 
O0Q 


73  of 
M 3 
^ O 
§ 6 
-S 
H'S 

P-I  .. 

as®* 


°Q 

J3  >r« 

«-P 

g 3 >,-3-3 

r.|-- 

. * * - -'S  Q.® 


> SC  SCO  o 2.  S > O > 

. I—I  *7.  a n •« 


COr  >’S0SCU  0,3  g 
■g  MSO^  „ 

3 S£  3 a ,2  3 
®<2-S 

CQ  ^ ^ t-  k 

c3  ^ o ^ ^ ^ O 

W PQPltfccZ  WPQ 


■30 


V_  (DO 


§ ss  -L 
1 §*1 

■S  3-  :|£ 
$ y~  0*2  - § 

a o-3  o f*-3 

m ccoqOQcc 


a>‘m 

3 

c§.g  .. 

o c. 


CO 

pH*  ® 


.2  3 2 
2Zr. 


2°'£fSl»j 

||£  1“ 

'■  *•  302  o^j  5r!  o-^ 


^ O g 
^ "S  o S w 

S a ®.2-s 

oWO-gcQ 
. _S  £|.« 


a*-i  O 
3gf3 
O .W  m 
2 S3  73-2 


ra  a>-3  CL) 

^ a sc- 
>£2tj 


“H W 2 


3 


» ® o” « 

§•  gistS £ -2  gg.2  5 3 Kc-ajd  S-H  « a oS^gii 
coccco^QOoqcbOOWHWKPQOPhSW  Q<1coPhOPhh4 


d 33  ° m3  0-S33 


fe  S'sb  a’Sb-g-* 


H §|g£ 

o .j  tS  °3  2 2 

d M o >»  2 ~ 


05  »OOON05  iCC500CDHC5NCDOOO^NONH05W05  00  O O 05  <N  00  GO 

CO  CO  CO  oq  CO  CO  CO  1-H  CO  CO  CO  »-H  (N  rf  »-H  TH  CO  CO  CO  <N  <N  CO  CO  Tt*  <N  CM  CO 

05  0505050505  C5  05  05  05  05  05  05  05  05  05  05  C5C50505C5050505  05  05  05  05  C5  05  05 


q 

a _ 

O J2 
®-Q-* 

I«i®l 

^"3 .2  <5 


■M  • ^ o • 

; sm  S s 5 3 5? 


= !;<.■  .gS3S.p:|e3S3££S 

3 3 S'sc-S^^  © i 2-e<iH'C  jS  3 r- 


73 

3W 


Xi  aj^^g? 
3"3 


- ®33«W 

f'tsspj  § 

S >33  . S 3 3 >>  C333  ,£«)®33; 

sWO^m<Jrt^eqWPHWS<JCWlH4<1 


■o  g | 

Wd^gfS^ 
1 1 « II  si 

£ S S O 03  g-g 
<JfEla2fef3  0<5 


1 Also  serves  as  Guidance  Counselor. 

2 Leave  of  absence  1940-41;  Jeannette  B.  Reed  (Sub.),  Smith  Col.,  B.A.;  Boston  Univ., 

3 Also  serves  as  Guidance  Counselor. 

4 Marian  T.  Pratt — January  to  June,  1940;  deceased. 
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!Granted  leave  of  absence  Oct.  28,  1940;  Albert  H.  Woodward,  Amherst  Col.,  B.A.;  Boston  Univ., 
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1 January  to  October,  1940 — deceased;  Edythe  M.  McQuaide  appointed  Nov.,  1940,  Lowell  Teachers’  Col.,  B.S.Ed. 

2 January  to  October,  1940;  Frances  Haskins  (Sub.). 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS,  1940 


To  the  School  Committee, 

Reading,  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Twombly,  Miss  Canty,  and  Gentlemen: 

Herewith  please  find  my  second  annual  report  as  Superintend’ent 
of  Schools  of  Reading,  which  is  the  forty-eighth  of  a series  of  annual 
reports  relative  to  the  work  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Town. 

During  the  year  I have  continued  to  receive  the  full  co-operation  of 
all  employees  of  the  School  Department  and  have  come  closer  to  their 
work.  Your  constant  encouragement  and  your  kindly  and  courageous 
analysis  of  our  common  problems  have  made  it  possible  for  me  to  move 
ahead,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  towards  an  increasingly  efficient  school 
program  for  Reading. 

A study  of  the  expenses  of  the  School  Department  over  the  last 
ten  years  has  shown  a steady  decrease  of  the  percentage  spent  by  the 
Department  as  compared  with  the  expenses  of  other  departments.  In 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation, 
P.  D.  No.  79,  will  be  found  a percentage  distribution  table  of  depart- 
mental maintenance  in  Reading.  This  table  states  that  in  1931  the 
schools  spent  47.3%  of  total  departmental  expenditures.  During  the 
following  seven  years  this  percentage  steadily  decreased  until  in  1937 
(the  last  State  figures  available)  it  reached  36.1%.  This  decrease  was 
accomplished  by  careful  and  systematic  study  of  all  items  of  expendi- 
tures which  seemed  at  all  out  of  line  as  compared  with  other  school 
systems  similar  to  Reading. 

In  this  report,  I wish  to  give  you  and  the  general  public  a picture 
of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  to  adjust  the  expenditures  in  cer- 
tain departments  of  the  school  system.  A statement  of  the  problems 
involved  with  comparative  data  from  other  towns  and  cities  like 
Reading,  was  made  by  former  Superintendent,  Arthur  E.  Pierce,  in  a 
study  entitled,  “Analysis  of  School  Costs.’’ 

ANALYSIS  OF  SCHOOL  COSTS 

Mr.  Pierce  suggested  definite  recommendation  to  th'e  School 
Committee  relative  to  certain  items  that  might  b'e  changed  with  a view 
to  a more  economical  distribution  of  funds  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. The  items  were  studied  by  Mr.  Pierce  before  h'e  left  and  by  me 
since  that  time.  I wish  here  to  report  on  some  of  these. 

The  statistical  analysis  of  these  items  has  been  based  on  the  figures 
compiled  from  the  State  Returns  for  Reading  and  similar  communities. 
These  communities  w'ere  as  follows:  Reading,  Belmont,  Winthrop,  Mil- 
ton,  Norwood,  Wellesley,  Needham  Swampscott  Stoneham  and  Lex- 
ington. These  school  systems  have  a similar  'educational  plan,  i.  e.,  ele- 
mentary schools,  junior  and  senior  high  schools,  and  are  all  sufficiently 
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near  Boston  to  have  a close  likeness  in  kind  of  population  and  educa- 
tional facilities. 

Each  of  the  following  items  has  been  compared  with  costs  in  the 
selected  communities  with  a view  to  seeing  Reading’s  expenditures  in 
the  light  of  the  experience  of  these  communities. 

1.  Repairs,  Replacements,  and  Upkeep 

In  1937  the  per  pupil  cost  of  Repairs  was  $4.91.  In  1938  it  dropped 
to  $3.17.  During  the  next  two  years  this  figure  was  still  lowered, — to 
$2.37  in  1939,  and  to  $2.42  in  1940.  This  budget  item  can  be  reduced 
temporarily,  but  a too  stringent  reduction  would  place  an  undue  burden 
on  succeeding  years.  This  is  illustrated  in  the  following  diagram : 


COMPARATIVE  STUDY  OF  REPAIRS  1932—40 
Reading,  Selected  Communities  and  State  Average — Per  Pupil  Cost 
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2.  Transportation 

The  problem  of  the  transportation  of  school  children  in  Reading  is  a 
very  difficult  one.  There  is  no  doubt  that  on  a per  pupil  cost  basis 
the  taxpayers  of  Reading  are  supporting  a relatively  expensive  service. 
The  Committee  realized  this  and  hoped  that  readjustments  might  be 
possible  when  the  Pearl  Street  School  was  opened.  Last  Spring  the 
Committee  authorized  a change  of  distance  limitation  of  pupils  who 
rode  to  the  elementary  schools  (at  that  time  children  in  grades  1 
through  6 who  lived  one  mile  from  school  rode  in  busses)  to  one  mile 
in  grades  1 through  4 and  one  and  a quarter  miles  in  grades  5 and  6. 
The  Junior  High  School  limitation  was  raised  from  one  and  one-quarter 
miles  to  two  miles.  After  a number  of  meetings  with  parents,  the  Com- 
mittee authorized  a return  to  the  original  limitations.  It  was  be- 
cause of  a joint  study  of  transportation  costs  on  the  part  of  the  School 
Committee  and  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  latter  cut  the  original 
estimate  of  the  School  Committee  transportation  budget  from  $8,750.00 
to  $7,924.34. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  very  advantageous  financial  arrange- 
ment with  a transportation  company,  the  School  Committee  could  not 
have  gone  through  the  year  on  the  reduced  budget.  In  order  that  the 
taxpayers  may  have  full  information  on  transportation  costs,  the  fol- 
lowing table  is  given.  To  interpret  these  figures,  it  must  be  understood 
that  they  represent  figures  for  the  school  years  and  not  the  calendar 
years.  These  figures  are  tabulated  from  the  data  found  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Department  of  Education. 

TRANSPORTATION  COSTS  1931—1941 


School 

Year 

Gross  Expenditure 

Per  Pupil 
Cost  Reading 

Average 
Per  Pupil 
Cost  Selected  Com. 

1932-33 

$ 5,943.55 

$ 2.69 

$ 1.64 

1933-34 

5,884.86 

2.62 

1.63 

1934-35 

5,706.46 

2.50 

1.60 

1935-36 

7,721.20 

3.38 

1.68 

1936-37 

7,932.31 

3.47 

1.75 

1937-38 

8,077.63 

3.59 

1.79 

1938-39 

7,667.57 

3.42 

1.93 

1939-40 

8,066.16 

3.63 

1.93 

1940-41* 

8,476.15 

3.73 

— 

* Estimate  made  on  the  basis  of  $9,500.00  as  budget  item  for 
calendar  year  1941. 


Not  only  have  above  costs  been  advancing  more  rapidly  than  the 
average  of  the  selected  communities  over  the  period  of  the  last  ten 
years,  but  the  cost  f-or  Reading  alone  has  been  higher  than  any  one 
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oi  the  communities  involved.  This  may  be  seen  in  the  following  diagram, 
based  on  the  per  pupil  costs  for  1940*. 

COMPARATIVE  TRANSPORTATION  COSTS 


Per  Pupil — Reading  and  Ten  Selected  Communities — 1940 


$0.51 

$0.55 

$0.68 

$1.07 

$1.92 

$2.45 

$2.53 

$2.89 

$3.04 

$3.63 

$1.93 


^Figures  based  on  the  Annual  Report,  Department  of  Education, 
Part  II  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1940. 


A study  of  transportation  distances  was  made  to  determine  the 
comparative  standing  of  the  Reading  regulations  of  1 mile  for  elemen- 
tary and  1 1-4  miles  for  Junior  High  School  pupils.  A synopsis  of 
this  study  is  given  below : 


TRANSPORTATION  STUDIES  OF  NEIGHBORING  TOWNS  AND  CITIES 

Minimum  Miles  from  the  School  Beyond 
Which  Transportation  is  allowed 


No. 

Report. 

14 

% 

l* 

H4* 

iy2 

i % 

2 

Not  at 
All 

Ave. 

Trans. 

Junior  H.  S. 

Towns 

28 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

0 

10 

4 

1,5 

Cities 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1.8 

Elementary 

Towns 

27 

2 

2 

5 

3 

7 

0 

6 

2 

1.3 

Cities 

10 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1.4 

Grade  I 

Towns 

29 

3 

3 

8 

4 

4 

0 

5 

2 

1.2 

Cities 

11 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1.2 

Primary 

Towns 

28 

3 

3 

8 

3 

5 

0 

4 

2 

1.1 

Cities 

10 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1.1 

^Reading  minimum  distances  are  one  mile  for  Elementary  Schools, 
and  1 1-4  miles  for  Junior  High  School. 
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It  will  be  noticed  above  that  the  transportation  distances  in  Read- 
ing are  comparatively  short. 

The  School  Committee  is  constantly  looking  for  'economies  in  costs, 
but  it  is  also  mindful  of  the  influence  of  modern  conveniences  in  every 
part  of  our  lives  and  also  of  the  increased  traffic  hazards  on  the 
public  streets  and  highways.  The  responsibility  for  voting  expendi- 
tures ultimately  rests  with  the  people  themselves,  and  the  Committee  is 
anxious  that  all  the  people  get  all  the  facts  available  upon  which  to 
base  their  decision  as  to  reasonable  costs  for  transportation. 

3.  Physical  Education 

Another  item  which  Mr.  Pierce  studied  was  the  organization  of 
Physical  Education.  Both  he  and  I found  the  work  of  various  people 
overlapping.  This  was  not  economical  or  necessarily  desirable  in  a 
school  system  the  size  of  Reading.  Much  of  the  time  of  three  people 
was  given  to  supervision  in  the  elementary  grades ; — the  part-time  serv- 
ices of  a director  (man) ; the  part-time  services  of  a supervisor  in  grad'es 
1 through  4;  and  the  whole  time  of  a physical  training  instructor  in 
grades  5 and  6.  When  the  Pearl  Street  School  was  finished  and  all 
grades  placed  in  it  and  in  Highland,  there  developed  the  opportunity 
to  concentrate  all  tli’e  supervision  of  physical  education  work  in  grades 
1 through  6 in  the  hands  of  one  person  who  devoted  about  one-half 
her  time  to  it. 

This  reorganization  also  provided  opportunities  for  the  teachers 
themselves  to  participate  in  tire  physical  activities  of  their  children. 
This  procedure  followed  naturally  the  elimination  of  departmental  work 
in  the  grades,  started  by  Mr.  Pierce  and  Miss  Wadleigh.  The  Direc- 
tor was  given  the  responsibility  of  developing  the  physical  education 
curriculum  with  the  other  teachers  in  this  field,  and  the  full-time  in- 
structor in  grades  5 and  6 accepted  a regular  teaching  position.  Com- 
parative study  shows  the  time  and  attention  now  given  to  physical  edu- 
cation in  the  Reading  Schools  is  nearer  the  accepted  average  of  modern 
school  systems  the  country  over. 

4.  Elementary  Supervision 

Until  this  year  Reading  had  a full-time  elementary  supervisor  and  in- 
service  teacher  development  in  the  elementary  grades  proceeded  from 
her  office.  The  building  principals  were  chiefly  administrative  officers. 
Here  again,  because  of  the  definite  changes  due  to  the  opening  of  the 
Pearl  Street  School,  a reorganization  of  supervision  was  possible.  This 
was  done  to  approach  more  nearly  the  procedure  in  the  stronger  and 
better  elementary  schools  in  the  country.  The  principals  of  the  two 
larger  schools  were,  therefore,  designated  supervisory  principals.  Their 
assignments  cover  their  own  schools  and  in  one  instance,  one,  and  the 
.other  instance,  two,  of  the  primary  schools.  They  are  free  from  teach- 
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ing  duties  and  can  devote  their  full  time  to  administration  and  super- 
vision. These  two  principals,  with  the  Superintendent,  comprise  a 
small  group  to  work  with  the  teachers  and  plan  and  direct  the  develop- 
ment of  instruction.  It  is  hoped  that  this  organization  will  be  com- 
pleted next  Fall. 

Th’e  Junior  High  School  is  operating  a similar  supervisory  plan 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Principal.  In  the  High  School,  the  Prin- 
cipal’s office  facilities  have  been  improved  and  additional  clerical  help 
provided,  so  that  he  may  devote  at  least  fifty  p'er  cent  of  his  time  to 
class  visiting,  conferences  with  teachers,  planned  faculty  meetings,  and 
intensive  study  of  the  educational  aspects  of  his  school  and  its  cur- 
riculum. 

OUR  GREATEST  PROBLEM— THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

The  Reading  High  School  building  was  constructed  in  1906.  It  was 
to  house  a student  body  up  to  425  pupils.  Today  there  are  678  students 
attending  the  school,  of  which  103  are  from  North  Reading.  The 
numbers  in  each  grade  are  as  follows : 


Reading 

Pupils 

North  Reading 
Pupils 

Totals 

Sophomores 

204 

39 

243 

Juniors 

173 

29 

202 

S’eniors 

174 

35 

209 

Post  Graduates 

24 

0 

24 

. Totals 

575 

103 

678 

There  are  20  classrooms  in  the  building  with  an  average  of  33.9 
pupils  per  room.  Even  if  the  North  Reading  pupils  should  withdraw, 
the  program  for  our  own  pupils  would  be  approximately  the  same. 
Not  more  than  half  the  pupils  can  obtain  instruction  in  physical  edu- 
cation because  of  the  limited  facilities  in  the  small  gymnasium.  There 
can  be  no  assemblies  for  the  whole  school  because  of  the  limited  space 
in  the  assembly  room — which  must  also  be  used  as  a study  hall.  Every 
corridor  room  and  locker  room  is  used  for  small  classes  or  storage 
space.  This  year  the  Principal’s  office  was  partitioned  to  form  three 
small  rooms,  one  of  which  is  used  for  a private  office,  one  for  an  at- 
tendance-conference room,  and  one  for  a guidance  room.  The  last 
is  used  by  a man  and  woman  counselor  on  part  time.  The  difficulty  of 
administering  the  school  is  increased  because  of  the  lack  of  any  inter- 
room communication  system.  The  shop  and  domestic  science  classes 
have  to  meet  in  the  Junior  High  School,  and  much  of  the  music  pro- 
gram must  be  conducted  outside  of  school  hours.  Relief  in  this  depart- 
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ment  of  the  school  system  is  imperative,  not  only  because  of  the  crowded 
condition  due  to  numbers,  but  also  to  the  modern  curriculum  changes, 
the  benefit  of  which  our  pupils  should  have. 

There  is  a demand  for  the  expansion  of  the  work  in  office  prac- 
tice. The  High  School,  however,  just  can’t  meet  this  demand  because 
there  is  no  space  left  in  the  building.  The  Commercial  Department  is 
able  to  offer  this  advance  work  if  there  were  more  room. 

The  Art  Department  is  limited  in  its  use  of  the  art  room  because 
it  must  also  be  used  as  an  academic  class  room  for  want  of  space. 

Out  of  last  year’s  class  of  177,  only  40  pupils  went  to  college  and 
20  pupils  entered  the  already  crowded  field  of  commercial  work.  We 
are  entering  a new  phase  of  economic  life  in  which  more  emphasis 
will  be  placed  on  industrial  and  mechanical  understanding.  It  seems 
essential  that  we  should  provide  facilities  for  our  students  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  these  changes.  The  present  conditions  are  reflected  in  the 
per  pupil  cost  of  high  school  education  in  Reading.  This  cost  is  $107.89 
for  1940  as  against  the  average  of  $128.06  for  the  ten  selected  communi- 
ties in  Reading’s  class  and  $114.66  for  the  83  Group  II  cities  and  towns 
of  the  State.  The  following  diagram  shows  a comparison  between  the 
per  pupil  cost  in  Reading  High  School  and  in  each  of  the  ten  Group  II 
towns  included  in  the  selected  communities. 


$107.89 

$114.44 

$114.63 

$114.66 

$115.76 

$122.46 

$128.06 

$128.29 

$128.34 

$136.34 

$155.87 

$156.55 

$160 


COMPARATIVE  HIGH  SCHOOL  COSTS 
Per  Pupil  — 1940 


Reading 

Winthrop 

Stoneham 

State  Ave. 

Lexington 

Needham 

S.  Com.  Ave. 

Belmont 

Milton 

Wellesley 

Swampscott 

Norwood 


$100 


$120 


$140 


There  can  be  some  temporary  relief  by  obtaining  and  using  facil- 
ities outside  the  school  and  close  to  the  building.  It  seems  clear,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  the  necessity  of  developing  a long-term  plan  to  cor- 
rect the  present  conditions. 
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In  spite  of  the  physical  handicaps,  the  instruction  of  students  is 
excellent.  This  is  due  to  the  fine  co-operation  and  intelligent  leader- 
ship in  the  faculty.  The  Principal  this  year  has  developed  a program 
of  faculty  meetings  largely  based  on  his  work  at  Harvard  last  summer, 
and  there  is  an  excelling  esprit  de  corps  throughout  the  whole  school. 
This  spirit  is  fundamental  in  any  good  school.  With  increased  facil- 
ities, the  school  program  can  accomplish  a great  deal  more  for  our 
boys  and  girls. 


IMPORTANT  CHANGES 

During  the  year  the  work  in  the  schools  has  been  aided  by  changes 
which  have  meant  increased  opportunities  for  the  students.  The  first 
of  these  changes  was  a gift  of  $1,000  by  Mrs.  Edward  Raymond  for 
the  establishment  of  a High  School  library.  The  full  list  of  books 
has  been  carefully  compiled  and  the  organization  of  the  library  service 
outlined.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  books  will  be  cataloged  and  in 
use  by  the  students.  This  gift  will  make  important  reference  and  sup- 
plementary material  of  immediate  use  to  the  pupils.  The  books  will  be 
placed  on  shelves  stretching  the  length  of  two  sides  of  th’e  assembly 
room-study  hall  and  will  be  easily  accessible  to  all  students. 

The  Junior  High  School  also  organized  a library  with  books  it  had 
and  some  supplementary  volumes  it  purchased.  This  development  was 
made  possible  by  the  transfer  of  the  fourth  grade  from  the  Junior 
High  ^School  building  to  the  Highland  School. 

The  new  Guidance  Room  in  the  High  School  has  made  it  possible 
for  pupils  to  sit  down  with  a counselor  to  talk  over  their  problems  in 
private.  The  opportunity  provided  by  this  added  facility  in  the  High 
School  has  permitted  conferences  with  pupils  that  were  impossible 
before,  except  by  late  after-school  appointments.  Students  now  can 
get  help  by  making  appointments  with  a counselor  at  any  time  during 
the  day  when  they  are  not  actually  in  classes. 

This  year  an  additional  teacher-coach  was  hired  with  the  result 
that  the  Reading  High  School  football  team  lost  only  two  games. 
This  step  was  the  logical  one  after  the  difficult  experience  of  develop- 
ing teams  by  one  man  alone.  The  sport  in  the  High  School  has  had 
a new  lease  of  life  and  has  given  opportunities  to  a greater  number  of 
boys. 

A committee  of  students  in  the  High  School  has  this  year  under- 
taken to  edit  a news  section  in  the  Reading  Chronicle.  This  section 
has  given  full  information  'each  week  of  the  activities  in  the  school,  and 
should  acquaint  the  citizens  of  the  Town  with  the  various  programs  and 
projects  which  the  school  undertakes.  The  School  Department  is  ap- 
preciative of  this  generous  space  which  th'e  Chronicle  has  given  to  this 
High  School  venture  into  journalism  and  public  information. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 


School  work  has  proceeded  in  a normal  way  with,  of  course,  the 
exception  of  special  features  or  services  which  were  developed  through- 
out the  system.  In  most  cases,  the  activities  were  the  result  of  the  joint 
undertaking  of  faculties  and  students.  Some  of  these  are  listed  below: 

HIGH  SCHOOL 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  High  School  Principal,  there  has  oc- 
curred definite  progress  in  meeting  more  fully  the  n'eeds  of  our  youth. 
Mr.  Sussmann  has  always  evidenced  an  intensive  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  individual  boy  and  girl.  Upon  their  problems  he  has  spent 
long  hours,  both  in  school  and  out.  With  the  members  of  his  fac- 
ulty, he  has  stimulated  the  formation  of  plans  to  make  their  high  school 
education  mean  more  than  academic  learning.  The  four  following  ac- 
tivities show  careful  study  and  wise  leadership : — 

1.  Guidance 

Mr.  Halpin  and  Miss  Batchelder  have  been  constantly  counseling 
with  boys  and  girls  about  their  school  work  and  their  ambitions.  They, 
with  Mr.  Sussmann,  have  developed  guidance  questionnaires,  tabula- 
tion of  pupil  interests,  analyses  of  jobs,  student-plans  for  their  future 
work,  analyses  of  study  habits,  reading  skills,  note  taking,  and  the  like. 
All  these  have  made  it  possible  to  study  the  students’  individual  dif- 
ferences more  intelligently  and  enable  the  counselors  to  make  sug- 
gestions to  students  and  encourage  th'em  along  lines  of  their  own  in- 
terests. 

The  work  of  the  counselors  is  primarily  educational  and  not  vo- 
cational guidance.  This  emphasis  has  been  the  result  of  studies  mad’e 
by  prominent  educators  which  indicated  that  meeting  the  immediate 
school  needs  of  th’e  High  School  students  is  the  most  important  type 
of  guidance  in  the  secondary  school.  At  the  same  time,  the  counselors 
are,  through  the  medium  of  questionnaires  and  personal  interviews 
focusing  the  pupil’s  attention  on  his  chosen  after-graduation  occupa- 
tion. Whenever  a pupil  has  a definite  objective  in  mind,  the  guidance 
counselors  try  to  inform  themselves  about  this  job  first  hand  and  guide 
the  pupil  accurately.  If  the  pupil  has  no  immediate  objective  after 
graduation,  the  guidance  counselors  and  homeroom  teachers  keep  this 
lack  of  plan  in  mind  and  try  to  enlist  the  pupil’s  interest  in  some 
definite  after-graduation  future.  In  case  of  an  individual  who  desires 
to  go  to  college,  an  effort  is  made  not  only  to  prepare  him  for  a specific 
school  or  college,  but  also  to  help  him  arrange  his  finances,  and  help 
him  orient  himself  with  respect  to  his  chosen  school  . While  the  coun- 
selors take  an  interest  in  all  the  pupils,  they  naturally  take  particular 
interest  in  (1)  those  pupils  who  are  not  working  up  to  their  capacity, 
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(2)  those  pupils  who  show  special  promise,  but  who  do  not  know  what 
the  future  holds  for  them.  Frequently  vistas  are  opened  to  both  of 
these  groups,  which  give  them  renewed  courage  to  carry  on.  It  seems 
to  me  Reading  High  School  is  operating  on  a basis  of  sound  philosophy. 

The  Principal  of  the  High  School  is  making  a careful  study  of  the 
needs  and  possibilities  of  establishing  a bureau  of  vocational  guidance. 
A development  of  this  nature  will  have  to  wait  for  State  legislative  ac- 
tion and  State  Board  of  Education  aid.  There  is  already  in  the  Legisla- 
ture a bill  to  pay  part  salary  of  a placement  officer  in  a school  the 
size  of  Reading.  If  and  when  this  happens,  our  High  School  will  have 
an  opportunity  better  to  meet  the  vocational  needs  of  our  students.  In 
the  meantime,  the  High  School  Principal  is  also  studying  various  types 
of  courses  which  will  lead  to  vocational  choices.  The  school  must  look 
towards  more  time  devoted  to  guidance  work  and  a more  developed  or- 
ganization to  carry  it  on. 

2.  Objectives  of  High  School  Work 

In  teachers’  meetings  and  conferences,  the  Principal  of  -the  High 
School  has  worked  out  a certain  number  of  objectives  and  observations 
concerning  his  school.  These  objectives  show  the  faculty  is  conscious 
of  th’e  present  challenge  to  our  school  to  meet  the  rapidly  changing 
National  scene.  They  form  the  background  of  a broader  secondary 
school  instruction  and  experience  to  the  youth  of  Reading.  Concrete 
plans  are  already  being  developed  to  put  into  effect  many  of  these 
objectives  in  High  School  education  in  Reading.  Mr.  Sussman  and  his 
faculty  have  outlined  the  following  objectives  for  the  High  School: 

1.  That  we  must  all  re-examine  our  school  problems  because  of  a 
world-wide  attack  upon  our  kind  of  government. 

2.  That  the  Reading  High  School  faculty  has  been  awake  to  this 
new  challenge  to  our  institution.  This  statement  is  based  on  (a)  a 
comparative  survey  of  the  offerings  of  the  Reading  High  School  curri- 
culum and  teacher  and  pupil  participation  in  the  life  of  the  school  as 
compared  with  many  other  schools  in  Massachusetts  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  and  (b)  statements  about  our  school  made  by  leaders  in 
the  Harvard  Work  Shop. 

3.  That  we,  the  faculty  and  Principal,  still  have  much  to  do  to 
develop  the  Reading  Senior  High  School  into  the  best  school  possible 
for  the  type  of  pupils  we  have. 

4.  That  a thorough-going  study  of  curriculum  offering  should  be 
made  by  faculty  and  Principal  this  year  and  definite  recommendations 
for  expansion  of  courses,  possible  addition  of  courses,  and  re-drafting 
of  courses  should  be  made. 

5.  That  we  should  make  immediate  plans  for  teaching  fundamental 
skills  to  pupils  who  can  be  trained  for  defense  production  activities. 
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6.  We  must  say  to  our  pupils,  “Prepare  yourself.”  In  our  dem- 
ocracy the  way  to  the  top  is  open.  W'e  must  re-emphasize  and  re- 
teach the  meaning  of  the  traditions  and  birthrights  of  American 
democracy. 

7.  We  must  recapture  the  balance  between  study  and  work.  This 
should  be  done  ev’en  if  we  must  spend  money  to  enlarge  our  plant. 

8.  That  the  Reading  High  School  is  at  least  reasonably  strong 
in  the  following  departments : commercial,  including  accounting  and 
secretarial;  general  preparation  for  service  professions  such  as  nurs- 
ing, hygi’enists,  etc. ; preparation  for  college ; but  it  is  not  as  strong 
in  the  practical  arts  department.  More  practical  arts  work  should  be 
offered.  This  was  necessary  before  the  crisis.  It  is  urgently  needed 
now. 

9.  That  numerous  committees  be  set  up  to  make  unit  studies  of 
their  particular  problems. 

10.  That  students  be  encouraged  and  helped  to  expand  old  student 
activities,,  and  add  new  ones  as  the  ne’ed  arises. 

11.  That  we  continue  the  survey  started  two  years  ago  by  our  fac- 
ulty to  study  apprenticeship  opportunities  for  our  pupils. 

12.  That  the  democratic  way  of  procedure  be  developed  in  the 
minds  of  our  youth. 

13.  That  education  is  a growth  which  does  not  terminate  with  grad- 
uation. Our  aim  should  be  so  to  instruct  the  youth  that  when  his 
formal  education  is  over,  he  will  be  eager  to  continue  to  study  and  to 
learn  throughout  his  adult  life.  In  this  way  will  we  be  preparing  those 
potential  leaders  which  are  so  necessary  in  a democracy. 

14.  That  for  those  pupils  who  will  continue  formal  education  be- 
yond the  secondary  level  our  job  is  so  to  prepare  them  that  they  may 
profitably  attend  higher  institutions.  For  those  whose  formal  schooling 
ends  at  the  secondary  level,  our  job  is  to  prepare  a useful  worker. 

15.  That  we  must  direct  the  thoughts  of  our  pupils  so  that  all  use- 
ful occupations  seem  worthwhile.  Our  teaching  must  not  be  at  fault 
in  creating  in  th'e  minds  of  pupils  the  thought  that  some  types  of 
labor  are  not  so  dignified  as  others. 

16.  That  we  must  strike  a balance  between  cultural  education  and 
utilitarian  training. 

3.  Homemaking  Courses 

The  domestic  arts  courses  have  made  progressive  steps  this  year. 
Plans  are  developing  to  teach  girls  a knowledge  of  the  use  and  care 
of  the  instruments  of  modern  homemaking  as  a part  of  general  educa- 
tion, just  as  mechanical  courses  should  be  a part  of  the  cultural  back- 
ground of  every  boy.  Homemaking  might  well  be  a required  course, 
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since  every  girl  could  profit  by  studying  it.  It  should  help  teach  pupils 
to  participate  intelligently  in,  and  appreciate  and  understand,  the  cul- 
ture of  the  practical  ways  of  life  about  us.  The  outcome  of  such  courses 
should  produce  for  the  learner,  among  other  things,  values  in  apprecia- 
tion, consumer  values,  and  producer  values. 

Much  of  the  above  outline  will  be  studied  as  we  go  on.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  th’e  domestic  arts  teachers  are  giving  a course  en- 
titled “The  Family  and  Its  Relationship”  which  covers  buying,  budget- 
ing, personality  problems,  using  inexpensive  materials  to  beautify  the 
home,  and  similar  subjects. 

4.  Library  Committee  Work 

Miss  Elizabeth  Batchelder  has  headed  a library  committee  in  the 
High  School  to  study  ways  and  means  to  make  most  efficient  the  use 
of  the  Raymond  Gift  and  our  own  supplementary  books  . Miss  Batch- 
elder  has  visited  other  libraries  and  has  studied  their  development. 
The  main  conclusions  resulting  from  these  visits  and  the  advice  of  pro- 
fessional school  librarians  might  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

a.  Make  the  Library  the  center  of  the  instructional  program  of 
the  school. 

b.  Coordinate  th’e  Library  with  incidental  and  recreational  learn- 
ing. 

c^  Teach  the  use  of  the  Library,  cataloging,  etc. — 

With  these  objectives  in  mind,  th’e  books  will  be  placed  on  the 
open  shelves  in  the  assembly-study  hall  so  that  they  will  be  accessible 
to  all  students.  The  work  of  the  library  committee  has  been  of  great 
help  in  organizing  this  service  in  the  School.  We  should  look,  another 
year,  to  the  addition  of  a school  librarian  to  carry  on  the  work  which 
this  committee  has  so  well  started. 

JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1.  “Selective  Social  Service  Draft.”  This  was  a movement  in  the 
Junior  High  School  to  capitalize  the  motivation  of  National  Defense 
in  a practical  way  in  the  school  organization.  Each  pupils  was  asked 
to  d’evote  one  hour  each  week  to  some  task  which  seemed  desirable  and 
necessary  in  a more  effective  management  and  operation  of  the  in- 
structional program  of  the  school  as  a whole.  These  activities  replaced 
the  voluntary  “hobby  clubs”  and  emphasized  the  direct  demand  for 
social  co-operation  by  each  member  of  the  student  body.  The  pupils 
served  in  the  following  or  similar  activities  : student  council,  orchestra, 
service  engineers  (who  operate  the  visual  education  apparatus,  sound 
equipment,  stage  lights,  etc.),  traffic  force,  staff  to  publish  school  paper, 
business  service  (office  work,  mimeographing  forms,  stockroom  help, 
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etc.),  art  service  (decoration  of  home  rooms,  corridors,  cafeteria,  etc.)r 
host  and  hostess  service,  library  work  service,  and  many  other  activi- 
ties of  similar  kind.  This  service  draft  was  truly  selective,  and  a 
student  had  to  qualify  to  be  a member  of  a given  organization.  If 
he  couldn’t,  he  joined  the  study  hall  group.  This  was  the  second  year 
that  the  school  had  carried  out  these  service  draft  activities.  While 
the  clubs  did  justify  th’eir  time  and  place  on  the  schedule,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  most  of  the  staff  that  the  service  groups,  operating  as  they 
did  for  the  good  of  the  whole  school  community,  were  more  valuable, 
and  offered  excellent  opportunities  to  teach  boys  and  girls  certain  ap- 
parent and  obvious  lessons  which  in  this  day  and  age  seem  important. 

2.  Art  Lectures  and  Exhibits 

The  Junior  High  School  was  fortunate  in  being  the  only  school 
north  of  Boston,  with  the  exception  of  Phillips  Andover  Academy, 
which  received  the  benefit  of  the  free  lectures  and  art  exhibits  spon- 
sored by  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  Boston.  Th'e  monthly  exhibits 
and  classroom  lectures  were  very  worthwhile  and  have  received  much, 
favorable  comment  from  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

3.  Public  Relations  Program 

The  Junior  High  School  placed  considerable  emphasis  on  public 
relations  in  the  hope  that  there  would  result  a fuller  understanding 
of  its  program  by  parents  and  taxpayers.  To  further  this  end,  activi- 
ties such  as  the  following  have  been  developed : 

a.  Helping  the  pupil  to  analyzze  the  purposes  of  the  school  so  he 
may  discuss  them  intelligently  at  home. 

b.  Sending  invitations  to  parents  to  come  to  special  exhibits — 
assemblies,  exhibits,  homeroom  programs,  etc.,  at  the  school. 

c.  Organizing  School  publicity  for  the  local  and  Boston  papers.  In 
this  activity  the  local  newspaper,  the  Chronicle,  has  rendered  outstand- 
ing service. 

d.  Issuing  special  bulletins  to  homes  concerning  special  phases 
of  school  work. 

’e.  Developing  School  spirit  and  an  appreciation  of  the  school’s 
place  in  the  individual’s  growth. 

f.  Planning  P.-T.  A.  activities — this  year  under  the  general  title, 
“An  Interpretation  of  the  Junior  High  School  at  Work.” 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  excellent  work  done  by 
Mr.  Victor  E.  Pitkin  of  the  Junior  High  School  staff  on  the  “History  of 
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Reading  Government”  which  has  been  published  serially  by  the  Read- 
ing Chronicle  and  will  shortly  come  out  in  book  form. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


1.  Club  Work 

Under  the  guidance  of  Miss  Maud  Adlington,  Elementary  Super- 
visor, the  elementary  schools  have  inaugurated  club  activities  to  fur- 
ther teacher-pupil  relationship  and  to  provide  an  informal  opportunity 
to  interest  and  study  children.  In  Grades  2,  3 and  4,  the  club  work  is 
carried  on  in  the  classroom  during  a club  period.  Weaving,  paper 
cutting,  and  some  woodwork  and  clay  modeling  are  thus  developed 
by  the  group  as  a whole.  In  grades  5 and  6 pupils  are  allowed  to  choose 
the  club  in  which  they  wish  to  work.  Each  club  is  directed  by  a teach- 
er who  is  definitely  interested  in  that  particular  work.  Some  of  the 
clubs  are  Sketching,  Designing,  Woodwork,  Modeling,  or  Carving, 
Weaving,  Sewing,  and  Dramatics.  The  club  activities  have  been  very 
successful  and  have  permitted  teachers  and  children  to  come  closer 
together  and  to  understand  each  other  better  as  human  beings. 

2.  Tests  Show  Continued  High  Standards 

Reading  teachers  continually  checked  their  work  with  pupils  by 
means  of  standardized  tests.  These  tests  were  then  studied  by  the 
teacher  for  re-emphasis  of  material  in  her  particular  group.  The  pu- 
pils "in  our  schools  have  generally  scored  higher  on  these  tests  than 
the  norms  set  by  the  averages  for  the  country  as  a whole.  This  year 
149  first  graders  took  the  Detroit  Word  Recognition  Test.  The  median 
(middle)  score  was  25  and  the  standardized  norm  was  20.  The  highest 
score  by  an  individual  was  40  and  only  17  out  of  the  149  failed  the 
test.  In  grades  2 and  3 the  pupils  took  the  Haggerty  Reading  Test  and 
obtained  a median  score  about  one-half  year  above  the  standardized 
norms. 

Reading  has  received  a great  deal  of  emphasis  in  our  Elementary 
Schools.  Our  test  scores  were,  naturally,  high  in  this  field.  A com- 
parison of  fourth  grade  scores  for  the  last  3 years  shows  this  constant 
attention  to  reading.  It  also  shows  our  main  problem  to  be  a need 
of  increased  emphasis  on  arithmetic.  In  the  following  table,  the 
reader  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  standardized  grade  score  on  each 
test  was  4.9  when  the  fourth  grade  pupils  took  the  test;  that  is,  ninth 
month  of  the  fourth  year.  A reading  score  5.5  would  mean  the  fourth 
grade  pupils  in  May,  1940,  were  reading  as  well  as  the  average  child 
could  read  in  grade  five  the  fifth  month  or  what  one  could  normally 
expect  these  same  pupils  to  read  by  January,  1941.  Below  will  be 
found  a comparison  of  the  scores  obtained  by  Reading  pupils  in  terms 
of  grade  standards.  The  grade  norm  was  4.9. 
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Comparison  of  Median  Scores  of  Metropolitan 
Achievement  Test  — Grade  4 

No.  of 


Pupils 

Reading 

Arith 

Eng. 

Spell. 

Soc.  St. 

1938 

174 

5.5 

4.9 

5.8 

5.0 

4.9 

1939 

168 

5.5 

4.6 

6.2 

5.3 

5.1 

1940 

165 

5.5 

4.6 

5.9 

5.9 

4.9 

A similar  result  may  be  observed  in  comparing  the  last  three  years’ 
scores  for  Grade  5 — standardized  grade  norm  for  which  was  5.9  in 
May,  1940. 


Comparison  of  Median  Scores  of 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Test — Grade  5 

No.  of 


Pupils 

Reading 

Arith. 

Eng. 

Lit. 

Hist. 

Geog.  Soc.  St. 

1938 

209 

5.5 

4.9 

5.8 

5.8 

5.7 

5.6 

5.8 

1939 

190 

5.5 

4.6 

6.2 

6.0 

5.7 

5.9 

5.9 

1940 

178 

5.9 

5.6 

6.7 

6.5 

6.3 

6.2 

6.2 

The  above  table  gives  an  excellent  example  of  the  way  the  teachers 
use  the  tests  to  study  pupils’  deficiencies.  In  every  test  covering  the 
three-year  periods  th'e  medians  rose  from  1938  to  1940. 

In  grade  6,  the  results  again  bear  out  the  constant  efforts  of  the 
Reading  teachers  to  bring  their  pupils  up  to,  and  beyond,  the  accepted 
grade  standards.  In  this  grade,  the  standardized  grade  norm  was  6.9 
in  May,  1940.  The  Median  scores  for  1939  and  1940  are  tabulated  be- 
low. 

Comparison  of  Median  Scores 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests — Grade  6 

No.  of 


Pupils 

Reading 

Arith.  Eng. 

Lit. 

Hist. 

Geog. 

Spell. 

1939 

185 

6.8 

6.4 

7.2 

6.9 

6.3 

6.2 

7.0 

1940 

180 

7.2 

6.6 

7.5 

7.2 

6.6 

6.9 

6.6 

Though  arithmetic  seems  to  be  the  most  difficult  subject  in  the 
upper  grades,  the  above  comparative  scores  do  show  a definite  im- 
provement during  the  last  year  in  Grades  5 and  6.  In  Grade  5,  the 
median  score  increased  a whole  year  and  in  Grade  6,  two  months.  Ac- 
curacy and  speed  are  being  stressed,  and  the  processes  in  problem  work 
are  being  carefully  checked  in  the  pupils’  daily  work. 
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3.  Promotional  Statistics 

In  the  Reading  Schools,  each  child  is  studied  as  an  individual.  He 
is  required  to  repeat  a grade  only  when  it  seems  that  he  is  not  mature 
enough  to  profit  by  going  on  to  advanced  work.  The  problem  of 
immaturity  and  maladjustment  is  most  noticeable  in  the  first  grades  be- 
cause we  have  no  kindergartens  and  because  many  children  present 
themselves  for  entrance  who  might  well  wait  another  year.  A com- 
plete analysis  of  promotions  approved  June,  1940,  will  be  found  below. 


STATISTICS  OF 

PROMOTION 

To 

Grade 

No.  Pupils 

Promoted 

Repeating  Opportunity 

On  Trial 

Class 

1 

180 

151 

25 

4 

9 

2 

185 

172 

10 

3 

12 

3 

153 

148 

5 

0 

3 

4 

172 

164 

7 

1 

11 

5 

178 

167 

11 

0 

7 

6 

181 

174 

5 

0 

9 

Opp. 

17 

5 

12 

0 

0 

Total 

1066 

981 

77 

8 

51 

4.  Reading  Public  Library  Service 

The  Public  Library  staff  has  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative. 
Books  have  been  loaned  to  the  schools  for  a period  of  two  weeks. 
These  books  are  returned  and  a new  collection  sent. 

Miss  Turner  has  arranged  to  come  to  the  Pearl  Street  School 
every  two  weeks  on  Wednesday  at  one  o’clock  and  bring  sixty  or 
seventy  books.  Children  are  allowed  to  select  their  books  and  are  given 
cards  just  as  at  the  Library.  This  has  been  a great  help  to  children 
who  live  a considerable  distance  from  the  Library. 

5.  Size  of  Classes 

Principals  and  teachers  have  been  concerned  about  the  large  classes, 
particularly  in  the  primary  grades.  Unlike  most  communities,  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  these  grades  is  slowly  but  steadily  rising,  and  the  Town 
may  soon  face  the  problem  of  providing  facilities  for  additional  classes. 
As  many  pupils  as  it  seems  desirable  have  been  transferred  to  schools 
with  smaller  classes,  but  there  is  a limit  to  this  shifting,  because  most  of 
the  children  in  given  school  district  should  go  to  that  school.  Below 
will  be  found  the  latest  attendance  figures  for  the  primary  grades  in 
each  school. 
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Class  Enrollments  by  Rooms  December  1,  1940 


Pearl 

Highland 

Prospect 

Lowell 

Chestnut  Hill 

Grad’e 

36 

37 

33 

37 

35* 

I 

37 

Grade 

36 

33 

32 

22 

II 

26 

Grade 

25 

33 

39 

30 

37* 

III 

30 

Grade 

27 

36 

38 

26 

IV 

29 

^Combination  grades 

Lowell  Street  School  could  take  additional  pupils  in  Grades  2 and 
4 if  parents  would  permit  their  children  to  cross  the  Willow  Street 
railroad  track.  Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  everything  possible 
has  been  done  to  reduce  the  numbers.  With  the  building  of  groups 
of  houses  at  the  end  of  Woburn  st.,  at  West  st.,  County  Road,  Birch 
Meadow  and  Forest,  and  North  Main  sts.,  additional  problems  of 
school  accommodations  will  arise  if  families  having  small  children 
move  into  these  houses.  It  is  possible  that  the  whole  policy  of  school 
construction  may  have  to  change  from  a centralized  to  a decentralized 
one,  or  a very  costly  transportation  system  organized. 

6.  State  Clinic  Service 

During  the  year,  54  pupils  have  been  referred  to  the  State  Clinic 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Mary  Palmer.  These  comprised  32  new 
cases  and  22  re-examinations.  This  Clinic  provides  a careful  psychologi- 
cal study  of  each  child  referred  to  it,  and  full  reports  are  returned  to 
the  school  so  we  may  know  better  how  to  proceed  with  th'e  child. 

SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS 

1.  Music  Work  Progress 

Throughout  the  school  system,  music  work  has  progressed  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Samuel  A.  W.  Peck  and  Miss  Evelyn  Giles.  In- 
creased ’emphasis  has  been  given  to  music,  particularly  in  the  Senior 
High  School  where  the  old  library  is  being  used  for  a music  room. 
Mr.  Peck,  in  his  report,  has  clearly  defined  the  aims  of  music  education 
among  the  pupils  in  the  Reading  Schools.  These  aims  include  providing 
experiences  in  producing  good  music  and  the  acquiring  of  musical 
knowledge  to  make  these  experiences  possible ; integrating  music  into 
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the  general  cultural  background  of  each  pupil;  providing  opportunity 
for  group  musical  experiences ; and  developing  joy  and  satisfaction  in 
singing  and  playing  the  world’s  greatest  music. 

The  Band  and  Orchestra  have  played  on  numerous  occasions,  and 
the  glee  clubs  and  A capella  choir  have  added  materially  to  many 
school  and  civic  programs  throughout  the  year. 

Miss  Giles’  sixth  grad'e  glee  club  was  awarded  a “Superior  Plus’’ 
rating  at  the  Massachusetts  Music  Festival  held  at  Wellesley,  May  11, 
1940.  They  also  sang  at  the  final  concert  last  year  of  the  Reading 
Civic  Symphony  Orchestra.  Rhythm  bands  have  been  developed  in  th’e 
first  and  second  grades;  instrumental  classes  organized;  and  an  ele- 
mentary school  orchestra  started.  Throughout  the  year,  the  elementary 
teachers  have  been  encouraged  to  take  over  more  of  th'e  music  instruc- 
tion, so  that  it  may  become  an  integral  part  of  pupil  activities. 

2.  Art  Advances 

Mr.  L.  Reginald  A.  Kibbe  has  continued  his  excellent  work  in  art 
instruction  and  supervision.  His  supervision  in  the  elementary  schools 
has  been  helped  by  means  of  monthly  teachers’  meetings  at  which  he 
has  developed  the  art  program  in  Reading  and  has  imparted  some  of 
his  knowledge  and  skill  to  the  teachers  so  they  may  assist  in  the  art 
instruction  in  their  own  classes.  This  instruction  has  included  crafts 
work,  fundamental  design,  and  illustration. 

3.  Aid  and  Observation  by  Teachers’  College  Students 

During  the  year,  Lowell  State  Teachers’  College  has  assigned  six 
graduating  seniors  to  the  Reading  Schools.  The  Massachusetts  State 
Normal  Art  School  has  sent  two  students  to  Reading,  and  Boston  Uni- 
versity has  sent  two.  The  Perry  Kindergarten  School  also  has  sent  a 
student  to  observe  our  teachers.  In  every  instance,  the  student-teacher 
has  b’een  exceptionally  fine  and  has  helped  our  teachers  greatly,  espec- 
ially in  th’e  study  and  training  of  individual  pupils  who  have  special 
problems  or  need  special  help.  Our  teachers  have  also  been  stimulated 
by  their  contacts  with  these  young  people.  On  their  part,  they  have 
gained  much  from  the  guidance  our  teachers  have  given  them. 

4.  Medical  and  Health  Work 

The  School  Physician,  Dr.  Charles  R.  Henderson,  has  reported  on 


the  following  activities  in  his  work  : 

School  Calls  174 

Examination  of  Pupils  for  Communicable  Diseases,  First  Aid 

and  Accidents  407 

Annual  Physical  Examinations  2,162 

Inoculations  for  Prevention  of  Diptheria  309 
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After  making  2,162  annual  physical  examinations,  there  were  found 
to  be  361  pupils  with  actual  physical  defects.  Following  will  be  found  a 
tabulation  of  these  defects  by  schools : 


School 

Total 

Dental 

High 

92 

50 

Junior  High 

71 

48 

Chestnut  Hill 

10 

9 

Lowell 

6 

6 

Prospect 

11 

10 

Pearl 

112 

90 

Highland 

59 

45 

Feet 

Ath- 

and 

lete's 

Throat 

Heart 

Posture 

Spine 

Foot 

10 

8 

15 

9 

5 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

18 

1 

2 

1 

13 

1 

Total  361  258  51  6 14  23  9 


During  the  year,  there  were  160  cases  of  visual  defects  reported  to 
the  School  Nurse.  Of  these,  156  were  retested  by  her.  Most  of  the 
children  having  these  defects  reported  that  they  had  had  them  cor- 
rected. A few  were  not  correctable.  The  table  below  shows  by  schools 
the  number  of  children  having  visual  defects  and  the  number  who  un- 
derwent correction  of  these  defects. 

TABULATION  OF  VISION  DEFECTS 
As  of  December  20,  1940 


Reported  to  Nurse  — 160 

School  No. 

Defects 

Lowell  6 

Prospect  4 

Highland  19 

Pearl  9 

Junior  High  39 

Chestnut  Hill  0 

Totals  77 


Retested  by  Nurse  — 156- 


Under 

Not  Under 

Not 

Correction 

Correction 

Correctable 

5 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

15 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

31 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

58 

9 

10 

Acknowledgement  and  thanks  should  be  given  to  the  Reading  Lion& 
Club  and  the  Reading  Good  Health  Association  for  the  donation  of  $80 
which  made  it  possible  for  the  School  Nurse  to  provide  necessary  glasses, 
for  children  whose  parents  might  not  be  able  to  supply  them. 
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Th'e  Dental  Clinic  continues  to  render  its  usual  efficient  service  to 
the  children  of  the  Town  and  should  be  highly  commended  for  the  great 
aid  it  has  given  to  the  physical  well-being  of  our  pupils. 

5.  Attendance 

Truancy  in  Reading  has  been  less  this  year  than  in  the  past.  Ill- 
ness and  lack  of  clothing  are  th’e  usual  reasons  for  these  absences, 
especially  in  the  lower  grades.  Interested  persons  and  organizations 
have  co-operated  to  take  care  of  needy  children.  All  cases  of  illness 
were  reported  to  the  School  Nurse.  More  calls  have  been  made  on 
parents  this  year  than  in  the  past,  in  the  hope  of  interesting  them 
in  their  children’s  work  in  school  and  thus  increase  school  attendance. 
During  1940,  Mrs.  Fowler  has  made,  on  the  average,  seventeen  calls  a 
week  on  absentees  from  school  and  six  calls  a week  on  parents  to 
talk  over  their  children’s  attendance  problems. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  working  certificates  have  been  issued, 
12  temporary  and  184  permanent.  One  hundred  and  nine  of  these  were 
issued  to  boys  and  87  to  girls. 

6.  Help  from  W.  P.  A.  Projects 

In  1940,  the  W.  P.  A.  again  helped  the  Educational  Department  in 
many  ways.  The  officers  and  workers  have  given  the  greatest  amount 
of  service  their  time  and  costs  budget  would  permit.  This  organiza- 
tion, as  well  as  the  Welfare  organization,  has  co-operated  in  every  way 
with-  the  schools.  The  Works  Progress  Administration  has  com- 
pleted the  P’earl  St.  School  grounds,  reconstructed  the  High  School 
Principal’s  office,  reshingled  the  Lowell  Street  School,  and  completed 
many  painting  projects.  A full  outline  of  the  work  which  it  has  done 
for  the  School  Department  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  in  the  Town  Report. 

This  report  has  been  chiefly  concerned  with  administrative  and 
financial  matters,  because  they  are  the  first  to  study  in  any  n’ew  situa- 
tion. When  these  matters  can  be  worked  out  satisfactorily,  the  edu- 
cation program  can  be  developed  on  a firmer  foundation. 

In  every  Committee  meeting,  the  members  have  evinced  an  intelli- 
gent and  objective  attitude  toward  recommendations  suggested  and  in 
discussions  concerning  policies  and  advice  relative  to  execution  action. 
There  is  in  Committee  meetings  a spirit  of  critical  analysis  of  all  pro- 
posals to  test  their  value  in  developing  the  youth  of  this  community. 
It  is  both  a pleasure  and  an  incentive  to  work  with  such  a group  of 
citizens.  Reading  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  placed  its  trust  in 
such  guardians  of  the  education  of  those  who  will  b’e  its  active  citizens 
in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  C.  GROVER. 
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COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES  READING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Class  of  1940 

Outdoor  Exercises,  Junior  High  School  Field 
THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  SIXTH 
Four-thirty  O’clock 


PROCESSIONAL  MARCH 

High  School  Band 

AMERICA  Smith 

Audience  and  Senior  Class 
PRAYER— Rev.  Willard  C.  Arnold 

Salutatory 

“Youth  Enlists  for  Peace  on  Earth” 

Mary  Gladys  Maguire 


TORCH  ORATION 
Jeanette  Evelyn  Davis,  Class  President 


ESSAY  ESSAY 

“You  Bet  Your  Life”  “Women  at  Work” 

Raymond  P.  Hutchinson  Jean  Sargent 

Faculty  Honors  Class  Honors 


ESSAY  ESSAY 

“Pietas  et  Gravitas”  “The  Placing  of  Responsibility” 

Richard  H.  Lewis  Charles  Francis  Sullivan 

Faculty  Honors  Class  Honors 


CONFERRING  SCHOLASTIC  HONORS 
Rudolf  Sussmann,  Head  Master 


Valedictory 

“Education,  An  Open  Door  To  Youth” 

Elisabeth  Eaton  White 
CONFERRING  DIPLOMAS 
Frank  D.  Tanner,  Chairman  of  School  Board 
SALUTE  TO  FLAG 

STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER  Keyes 

Audience  and  Senior  Class 
BENEDICTION— Rev.  Willard  C.  Arnold 
RECESSIONAL  MARCH 

High  School  Band 
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GRADUATION  CLASS  READING  HIGH  SCHOOL  1940 


Accounting  Course 


Kathleen  Browne 
Franklin  Hardy  Bryant 
William  J.  F.  Hennessy 
Donald  G.  Hills 
John  J.  Leonard 


Walter  Francis  Lewis 
George  C.  True 
Richard  H.  True 
Robert  Van  Laethem 
Florence  Whittaker 


Civic  Preparatory  Course 


Norman  Joseph  Atkinson 
Richard  Daniel  Avery 
Allie  Jessie  Benton 
William  B.  Birkmaier 
William  F.  Connelly 
Emma  I.  De  Felice 
John  B.  Dissel 
Bernard  Doucette 
Frank  Doucette 
Harold  Joseph  Doucette 
Robert  I.  Dunn 
Christine  Mary  Ellis 
Edson  Irving  Gray 
John  Sherman  Greenleaf 
John  Kasimierz  Hrynowsky 
Edward  B.  Keene 
Guy  Leslie  Kittredge,  Jr. 
Thomas  Amos  Lacey 


Dorothy  Leach 
Robert  G.  Mason 
David  Eugene  McGee 
Joseph  I.  McGrath 
Muriel  Margaret  Powers 
Martha  Louise  Randall 
Elwood  Lyndon  Richardson,  Jr. 
Anthony  J.  Rose 
Robert  I.  Storey 
Charles  Francis  Sullivan 
Philip  A.  Surette 
Fred  Atwell  Swett,  Jr. 

Charles  Taylor 
Anthony  Tine 
Mary  Ellen  Ward 
Charles  J.  Warren 
Herbert  Daniel  White 
John  Earl  White 


Classical  Course 


Dorothy  Babcock 
Barbara  Elaine  Cleveland 
Kathryn  Jennette  Conron 
Theo  L.  Farr 
Erdine  Farwell 
Irving  Warren  Holcomb 

Elisabeth 


Horace  H.  Jones,  Jr. 

Mary  Gladys  Maguire 
Sherman  Poland 
Ruth  Chandler  Shumaker 
Doris  Elizabeth  Steele 
Stanley  R.  Stembridge,  Jr. 
White 
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Clerical  Course 


Edith  G.  Arsenault 
Jean  A.  Blier 
Elizabeth  Jane  Coan 
Mary  Bernadine  Conefey 
Barbara  Currie 

Olive 


Evelyn  Virginia  Franklin 
Barbara  Holden 
Audrey  Elizabeth  Humphrey 
Catherine  Agnes  McDonough 
Virginia  Frances  Perkins 
Louise  Skane 


College  Course 


Rae  Amback 
Muriel  Mossman  Arthur 
Dorothy  McRae  Barstow 
Gregg  C.  Brewer 
Evelyn  Marie  Comey 
Jeanette  Evelyn  Davis 
Betsy  Cooke  Foxcroft 
Barbara  Gonnam 
Wallace  Meredith  Haselton 
James  Webster  Hawes 
Walter  C.  Hilton,  Jr. 


Robert  W.  Hitchcock 
Benjamin  F.  Hodges,  Jr. 
Raymond  P.  Hutchinson 
William  Danahy  Jaques 
Richard  H.  Lewis 
Margery  Ellen  Maguire 
Mary  Berenice  Maling 
Betty  Lorraine  Miller 
Robert  B.  Sullivan 
George  E.  Whelpley,  Jr. 
John  Swain  Zynsky 


Bette  Kimball 


Fine  Arts  Course 

Hubert  D.  Liebermann 


Normal  Course 


Carleton  Perry  Adams 
Dorothy  McIntyre  Bailey 
Harry  Cameron  Barr,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Bertha  Beaudry 
Grace  Elizabeth  Bowers 
Janetta  Grace  Boyd 
Gilbert  Powers  Camp 
Thomas  J.  Connelly 
Betty  C.  Dalton 
Shirley  Eleanor  Field 
Elbridge  Waldo  Grover 
Ruth  Wilhelmina  Hamilton 
William  Winslow  Hoffman 


Vivian  Rose  Hook 
Norman  M.  Lloyd 
E.  May  Melanson 
Joseph  Clark  Nyman 
Norman  A.  Putnam 
John  J.  Quinlan,  Jr. 

Chester  E.  Roberts 
Anthony  Vincent  Sarcone 
Ronald  W.  Sawyer 
Grace  Irene  Schofield 
To  Anne  Burgoyne  Stewart 
David  E.  St.  Hilaire,  VI. 
Richard  Kershaw  Young 
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Practical  Arts  Course 


Alice  A.  Gorey  Harold  S.  Roberts 

Richard  H.  Merritt  Ruth  L.  Tooley 


Scientific  Course 

Richard  Weston  Fellows  Richard  Wright  Henderson 

Robert  Fisher  Henderson 


Secretarial  Course 


Elizabeth  Lloyd  Blaikie 
Margaret  E.  Carney 
Elizabeth  L.  Carter 
Margit  Emmy  Courossi 
Helen  Doris  Crane 
Helen  Elizabeth  Foster 
Priscilla  Mildred  Garey 
Margaret  F.  Griffin 
Gertrude  Frances  Lorgeree 
Alma  Gladys  Mansfield 
Virginia  Lorraine  O’Brien 
Louise  Pattison 


Eleanor  Gloria  Pestana 
Helen  Mary  Robbins 
Dorothy  Shirley  Ruderman 
Jean  Sargent 
Jeanette  Grace  Sargent 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Tasney 
Rita  Mary  Toussaint 
Marilynn  Elaine  Vaughan 
Marjory  Wentworth 
Agnes  Mary  White 
Catherine  Virginia  Witham 
Dorothy  May  Young 


Irregular  Course 


Arthur  Franklin  Batchelder 
George  Albert  Bridges 
William  F.  Campbell,  Jr. 
Franklin  Stanley  Davis 
Lorraine  Day 
John  Charles  Donovan 
Kenneth  E.  Gaw 
Lillian  Alice  Goodwin 
Arthur  Milton  Gray 
George  A.  Hamm 
Marion  M.  Henderson 
Winnifred  May  Johnston 
William  F.  Jones,  Jr. 


Jeanne  Louise  La  Fave 
Richard  F.  Lawler 
Albert  N.  Leman,  Jr. 
Marjorie  Moses 
Willard  F.  Perkins 
Eileen  Lucy  Peters 
Edward  Mark  Selfridge 
Roberta  Elizabeth  Smith 
Natalie  Clara  Staples 
George  Watson  Tedeman 
Joan  Elizabeth  Vasey 
Leonard  Bradley  Wright 
Marjorie  Claire  Wright 
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MRS.  EDITH  P.  BRYANT 


i remembrance  of  faithful  services  to 
the  Community  as  a member  of  the 
Public  Library  Staff 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 


The  personnel  of  the  library  has  changed  but  little  during  the 
past  year..  Miss  Grace  J.  Abbott  continues  her  efficient  services  as  li- 
brarian with  Miss  Marjorie  Kenney  as  her  assistant.  Miss  A.  Rebecca 
Turner  continued  at  her  post  as  children’s  librarian,  but,  because  of 
increased  demands  placed  upon  the  staff  this  year,  it  was  necessary  for 
Miss  Turner  to  also  render  considerable  assistance  in  the  main  lib- 
rary. The  experienced  assistance  of  two  part-time  regular  attendants 
and  at  frequent  intervals  the  added  help  of  a high  school  girl  during 
rush  hours  rounds  out  the  personnel  of  the  library  staff. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  staff  of  workers,  the  library  has  con- 
tinued to  give  real  services  to  this  community  far  in  excess  of  the 
actual  dollar  investment.  The  Trustees  can  truthfully  affirm  that  here 
is  a department  where  little  waste  ever  occurs.  They  can  also  assert 
that  here  is  a department  that  functions  at  maximum  capacity,  at  a 
very  small  margin  of  cost.  From  a carefully  prepared  table  of  com- 
parative costs  of  town  services  over  a period  of  years,  the  Reading 
Public  Library  has  dropped  from  less  than  3 per  cent  of  the  total 
Tdwn  appropriations  in  1906  to  about  1.3  per  cent  of  the  total  Town 
appropriation  for  the  year  1937.  If  this  trend  continues,  the  services 
of  the  Public  Library  in  this  progressively  growing  community  might 
be  so  seriously  curtailed  as  to  endanger  the  very  life  of  the  institution. 

A library  which  was  built  adequately  large  for  a community  of 
5,000  persons  has  become  overcrowded.  Evenings  find  the  reading  room 
tables  filled  to  capacity,  and  the  congested  conditions  tax  the  patience 
of  the  librarians  almost  beyond  endurance.  High  School  children 
so  monopolize  the  reading  room  space  as  to  discourage  adults  from 
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indulging  in  the  privilege  of  lingering  to  read  and  browse.  Increased 
circulation,  from  97,119  to  102,139,  with  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
registered  borrowers,  have  resulted  in  a demand  for  more  books  and 
magazines.  Yet  the  Trustees  and  Librarian  are  at  loss  as  to  how  to 
find  space  and  shelf  room  for  the  books  in  demand.  Adequate  shelving 
space,  and  at  the  same  time  enlarged  reading  room  facilities  and  re- 
spectable office  quarters  for  the  librarian  represent  grave  problems 
for  the  adult  department.  How  to  achieve  these  within  the  walls  of 
the  present  structure  is  a problem  for  an  engineer  or  an  architect  and 
not  for  a Library  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  spite  of  growing  responsibilities  and  increased  duties,  the  sal- 
aries of  the  librarian  and  the  assistants  remain  unchanged.  In  the 
budget  for  the  forth-coming  year,  there  will  be  no  salary . advances. 
Present  salaries  of  $1,500,  $1,200  and  $960  are  far  from  adequate  compen- 
sation for  the  responsibilities  which  these  positions  have  acquired.  They 
are  not  in  line  with  salaries  paid  for  similar  positions  in  near-by  towns. 
Again  and  again  the  Trustees  have  recommended  that  these  salaries 
be  increased  only  to  have  such  petitions  rejected.  Last  year’s  chair- 
man, Mr.  Lyons,  stated  in  his  report  that  the  “office  of  chief  librarian 
in  Reading-  is  a position  of  responsibility  and  requirements  comparable 
to  that  of  an  elementary  school  principal.”  Nothing  that  has  happened 
during  the  past  year  has  changed  the  sentiments  of  the  Trustees  on 
that  question.  Unless  the  Town  is  willing  to  provide  a more  adequate 
income  for  library  services,  it  is  a serious  question  if  the  present  staff 
could  ever  be  replaced  with  trained  personnel  if  and  when  such  even- 
tuality should  occur. 

As  in  the  past,  the  library  has  tried  to  service  the  schools  and  civic 
organizations.  School  pupils  use  the  library  for  collateral  reading  and 
reference  work  afternoons  and  evenings.  Frequently,  it  takes  the  entire 
services  of  one  of  the  librarians  to  provide  research  assistance  for  this 
ever-growing  group.  When  better  library  equipment  is  available  in 
the  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools,  this  load  may  be  lightened. 

The  disciplinary  problem  during  the  past  year,  though  irritating, 
has  not  been  unmanageable.  Possibly  the  use  of  the  old  Center  School 
as  a social  center  for  Reading  youths  has  contributed  to  the  relief  of 
the  library.  Certainly  the  Trustees  do  not  feel  that  the  library  :s 
either  equipped  or  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  young 
people  of  Reading  with  a club  room  for  social  gathering  and  friendly 
visiting,  nor  is  it  intended  to  take  the  place  of  a much  needed  Boy’s 
Club.  There  is  a class  of  boys  and  girls  who  habitually  frequent  the 
library  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  find  a warm  shelter  and  have  a 
good  time.  To  turn  them  out  night  after  night  is  not  a permanent 
solution  to  what  in  reality  is  a grave  community  problem.  Limitations 
of  salary  budget  does  not  permit  the  hiring  of  a regular  adult  custod- 
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ian.  For  the  present,  there  must  be  closer  co-operation  between 
school  authorities,  parents,  and  public-spirited  citizens  in  an  attempt 
to  relieve  this  problem. 

In  spite  of  many  handicaps,  the  library  offers  services  to  the  people, 
young  and  old,  of  the  community.  It  is  well  stocked  with  good  books, 
both  fiction  and  non-fiction.  'There  is  always  a long  waiting  list  for 
the  latest  best  sellers.  The  world  situation  has  provoked  a wide  general 
reading  on  international  problems  of  War  and  Peace  and  it  is  difficult 
to  supply  the  demand  for  books  on  current  affairs.  Our  shelves,  stocked 
with  up-to-date  reference  works  ranging  from  Encyclopedia  of  the  So- 
cial Sciences  to  Classic  references  on  Art  and  Music  attract  an  ever- 
growing body  of  more  serious  readers.  It  is  to  those  who  appreciate 
these  real  services  which  the  library  has  to  offer  that  the  Trustees  look 
to  for  support  in  their  endeavor  for  improved  conditions  and  services. 

A.  IMRIE  DIXON,  Chairman 
C.  NELSON  BISHOP,  Sec. 

LOUIS  M.  LYONS 
WARREN  L.  FLETCHER 
ISABELLE  G.  HEDGES 
HELEN  P.  TIRRELL 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


With  an  increase  in  circulation  of  4,310  over  last  year,  bringing  it 
to  over  132,000,  plus  607  new  borrowers,  the  library  has  had  the  busiest 
year  of  its  history.  Still  we  have  the  same  small  amount  of  desk  and 
office  space,  where  we  are  continually  getting  in  each  other’s  way,  and 
where  the  business  work  of  the  library  is  plainly  visible  to  all  who  come 
in.  We  hope  that  some  time  we  can  have  an  enlarged  office  and  more 
•shelf  room,  but  meantime  we  are  doing  the  best  we  can. 

We  try  to  buy  most  of  the  new  books  the  public  is  asking  for,  some- 
times having  to  buy  several  copies  of  those  for  which  we  have  long 
waiting  lists,  also  we  must  buy  many  light  love  stories,  westerns  and 
detectives,  for  which  there  is  a constant  demand.  Much  of  the  non- 
fiction  is  just  as  popular  as  the  fiction,  and  at  this  time  we  must  keep 
on  hand  many  technical  books  for  men  interested  in  the  Army  and 
Navy  and  those  men  engaged  in  the  government’s  National  Defense 
Program.  All  these  new  books  mean  that  the  money  for  replacements 
is  rather  limited,  so  that  the  older  books  on  the  shelves,  especially  fic- 
tion, are  in  rather  poor  condition. 
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We  have  had  many  interesting  exhibits  in  the  show  case.  The  most 
recent  ones  of  old  silver,  antique  jewelry,  majolica,  old  glass  etc.,  were 
put  in  by  the  Preservation  of  Antiques  Society  of  the  Reading  Woman’s 
Club. 

Miss  Turner  reports  a gain  in  circulation  of  585  for  the  Children’s 
Room.  In  the  spring  she  started  an  experiment  in  the  Pearl  St.  School, 
which,  if  it  could  be  developed,  would  be  appreciated  by  many  children 
and  parents  far  from  the  center  of  the  town.  She  visited  the  school 
every  two  weeks  with  a supply  of  books ; those  children  who  wished 
could  have  books  charged  to  them  and  keep  them  until  her  next  visit. 
This  plan  had  to  be  given  up  during  the  winter  months  but  will  be 
resumed  this  spring. 

The  certificate  reading  has  been  popular  this  year  also,  eight  child- 
ren having  received  the  large  certificate  representing  twenty  books 
read  and  reported  on,  while  83  received  the  smaller  ones,  representing 
five  books  each. 

Exhibits  for  the  Children’s  Room  have  been  borrowed  every  two 
weeks  from  the  Children’s  Museum  in  Jamaica  Plain.  The  exhibits 
include,  “The  American  Indian”,  “Geology  of  Boston  Basin”,  “Early 
America”  and  others.  They  are  very  interesting  and  are  accompanied 
by  many  pictures  to  illustrate  the  topic. 

The  non-fiction  in  the  main  library  has  been  re-arranged  so  that  it 
should  be  much  easier  for  people  to  find  their  own  books. 

We  hope  that  those  who  think  that  they  have  to  wait  too  long  for 
the  books  they  want  will  take  into  consideration  our  increase  in  circu- 
lation and  the  business  which  it  entails,  with  no  increase  in  help  or 
funds. 


GRACE  J.  ABBOTT,  Librarian. 


Appropriation 


Salaries  $ 5,550.00 

Maintenance  3,375.00 


Expended 


Salaries:  Librarian,  Assistants,  Janitor  $ 5,496.06 

Fuel,  Light,  Water,  Sewer  342.22 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding  2,177.21 

Printing  and  Supplies  357.27 

Maintenance  and  Repairs  426.92 
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Miscellaneous 


65.99 


$ 8,865.67 


Balance  unexpended  and  returned  to  revenue : 


On  Salaries  $ 3.94 

On  Maintenance  5.39 

$ 8,875.00 

Books  purchased  from  Library  Trust  Fund  $ 187.70 

Receipts 

Fines  Collected  $ 520.64 

One  Fee  from  Out  of  Town  Borrower  2.00 


$ 522.64 

Paid  to  Town  Treasurer  $ 522.64 

Balance,  Dec.  31,  1940  0.00 

Statistics,  1940 

Volumes  in  Library,  Dec.  31,  1939  22,688 

Volumes  bought: 

Adult  fiction  579 

Adult  non-fiction  532 


1,111 

Juvenile  fiction  225 

Juvenile  non-fiction  88 


313 

Reference  Books  6 

Received  by  Gift  33 


1,463 


Total 


24,157 
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Withdrawn  during  the  year  628 


Total  number  of  volumes,  Dec.  31,  1940  23,629 

Circulation  for  home  use,  adult  80,642 

Circulation  for  home  use,  juvenile  21,497 

Total  circulation  in  1940  102,139 

Total  circulation  in  1939  97,829 


Gain  in  1940  4,310 

New  borrowers  registered,  adult  418 

New  borrowers  registered,  juvenile  189 


Total  new  borrowers  607 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open  294 

Average  daily  circulation,  adult  285 

Average  daily  circulation,  juvenile  72 


Borrowed  from  other  libraries  35 

Loaned  to  other  libraries  19 


Form  of  Bequest 

I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Town  of  Reading  the 

sum  of  to  have  and  to 

hold,  the  income  only  of  which  shall  be  used  for 

for  the  Reading  Public  Library. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1940 


To  the  Citizens  of  The  Town  of  Reading: 

The  Cemetery  Trustees  submit  their  annual  report  as  follows : 

The  Board  organized  for  the  year  by  electing  Clarence  C.  White  as 
Chairman  and  Fred  L.  Nutter  as  Secretary.  William  P.  Pierpont  was 
re-appointed  Superintendent. 

The  appropriations  for  the  year  were  $8,000.00  for  maintenance  of 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  $1,500.00  for  Forest  Glen  Cemetery.  $1,350.00 
was  transferred  from  the  Cemetery  Reserve  Fund  to  assist  in  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  maintenance  of  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  and  the  maintenance  and 
development  of  Forest  Glen  Cemetery  have  been  supervised  carefully  by 
the  Trustees,  with  a view  to  keeping  within  these  appropriations. 

The  Reports  of  Superintendent  Pierpont,  approved  by  the  Trustees 
and  appended  hereto,  cover  very  fully  the  work  carried  on  during  the 
year.  The  Trustees  feel  that  the  excellent  condition  of  both  Cemeteries 
reflect  the  efficient  management  of  the  Suprintendent  and  the  loyalty 
and  faithfulness  of  his  assistants. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLARENCE  C.  WHITE,  Chairman 
FRED  L.  NUTTER,  Secretary 
HARRY  C.  BARR 
HAROLD  F.  DAVIS 
FRANK  LEE  EDGERLEY 
W.  FLETCHER  TWOMBLY 

Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees 


LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY  REPORT  1949 


To  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees, 

Gentlemen : 

I have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  thirteenth  annual  report 
since  I was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Cemeteries. 

Since  assuming  charge  of  the  Cemeteries  in  1928,  I have  made  some 
necessary  improvements  each  year  to  bring  them  up  to  the  high  stand- 
ard of  other  high  grade  Cemeteries.  This  year  a chain  link  fence  has 
been  installed  at  the  Lowell  Street  entrance  to  replace  the  iron  fence 
that  had  become  unsightly.  This  completes  the  fencing  project  that 
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was  started  in  1929  in  this  Cemetery.  We  also  had  to  purchase  a new 
heater  for  the  shop,  as  the  old  one  was  beyond  repair.  Several  other 
minor  improvements  have  been  made,  all  of  which  add  to  the  general 
appearance  of  the  Cemetery. 

On  April  1st  we  were  able  to  start  our  season’s  work  in  the  Ceme- 
teries, gradually  increasing  the  working  force  to  ten  men  during  the 
month  of  May.  After  Memorial  Day  the  extra  help  were  laid  off,  leav- 
ing six  regular  men,  who  carried  on  the  work  of  both  Cemeteries  during 
the  season.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  the  grass  cut  regularly  on  both  per- 
petual and  annual  care  lots  and  there  is  always  additional  service  and 
special  work  which  has  to  be  provided  for  as  it  appears  during  the 
season. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  men,  we  have  a part  time  man  who  mows 
the  Veteran  lots  and  also  a man  from  the  Welfare  Department  who 
mows  the  old  Cemetery  and  uncared  for  lots,  rakes  leaves  and  shovels 
snow  in  the  winter. 

There  were  ninety-eight  interments  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  during 
the  year.  Fifty-six  monument  and  marker  foundations  built,  several 
foundations  rebuilt  and  monuments  reset  and  sixty  sunken  graves  were 
repaired.  The  number  of  sunken  graves  are  decreasing  each  year,  due 
to  the  fact  that  many  cement  vaults  are  being  used  by  lot  owners.  This 
eliminates  unsightly  sunken  graves  and  keeps  the  lots  in  good  condition. 

Thirty-six  winter  graves  were  graded  and  seeded  in  the  spring. 
Twelve  lots  were  reloamed  and  reseeded  during  the  season  and  nine 
lots  had  minor  repairs.  Forty-eight  cement  numbers  were  made  and 
replaced  in  lots.  Perpetual  Care  lots  and  Town  plots  were  fertilized, 
hedges  and  shrubs  kept  trimmed,  Annual  Care  signs  and  urns  painted, 
stepping  stones  raised  and  trimmed  and  many  other  things  done  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  Cemetery. 

Fifteen  lots  and  twelve  single  graves  were  sold  this  year  and  four 
graves  were  used  by  the  Welfare  Department.  There  are  only  a few 
more  lots  available  in  this  Cemetery.  One  two  grave  lot,  six  four  grave 
lots,  four  six  grave  lots,  and  five  eight  grave  lots ; thirty-nine  adult 
graves  and  thirty  baby  graves.  At  the  rate  lots  and  graves  are  selling, 
these  will  be  sold  in  a short  time.  There  being  no  other  land  available 
for  further  development  in  this  Cemetery,  the  sale  of  lots  will  increase 
in  Forest  Glen  Cemetery. 

Eighteen  old  lots  were  placed  under  perpetual  care  and  one  lot  had 
an  additional  amount  added.  It  has  been  one  of  the  special  features  of 
this  Department  to  promote  perpetual  care  on  lots  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  state  that  there  is  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  owners  of  old  lots 
to  put  them  in  perpetual  care. 

This  covers  in  detail  the  work  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  this  season. 
I recommend  the  purchase  of  a compressor  for  digging  frost  in  the 
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winter  graves  and  also  removing  ledge  and  boulders.  The  avenues 
should  have  a coat  of  tarvia  next  season. 

The  financial  statement  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Ac- 
countant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT, 

Superintendent. 


FOREST  GLEN  CEMETERY  REPORT  1940 


To  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees, 

Gentlemen : 

In  addition  to  the  regular  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  Cemetery 
this  year,  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  lots,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  adult  graves  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  baby  graves  were  laid 
out  in  sections  developed  by  the  W.  P.  A.  With  the  lots  that  were 
previously  laid  out,  we  have  on  hand  six  hundred  and  sevent3^-six  lots 
in  this  Cemetery.  We  have  sold  nineteen  four  grave  lots.  One  lot  was 
sold  this  year  and  we  had  two  interments. 

Sixteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  lot  bounds  and  numbers  wTere  set, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  markers  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  stepping 
stones  were  made  and  three  hundred  were  set  in  paths.  The  Cemetery 
was  fertilized,  shrubs  trimmed  and  watered,  the  grass  kept  mowed  dur- 
ing the  season,  hydrants  painted  and  stepping  stones  raised  and  trimmed. 
Flowering  shrubs  and  evergreens  were  set  out  in  the  oval  south  of  the 
Forest  Glen  Road  entrance. 

Work  on  the  W.  P.  A.  Project  at  the  south  section  of  the  Cemetery 
was  discontinued  August  8,  1939  and  the  men  were  transferred  to  other 
projects  in  the  Town.  It  is  hoped  the  work  will  be  resumed  soon  and 
continue  until  completed. 

The  Dedication  of  the  Veteran  Plot  took  place  Armistice  morning 
with  an  impressive  ceremony.  Mr.  Clarence  C.  White,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees,  after  reading  the  document  for  the  Plot 
and  making  a few  brief  remarks,  presented  it  to  Commander  Richard  J. 
Skane  of  Reading  Post  No.  62,  American  Legion,  who  accepted  it  with 
a few  appropriate  words.  The  Veteran  Plot  is  situated  on  the  southern 
slope  of  the  hill  and  has  been  laid  out  and  embellished  with  numerous 
shrubs.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  stepping  stones  were  placed  in  the 
paths,  a flag  pole  was  erected  and  a boulder  with  a bronze  tablet  was 
set  with  numerals  “1940”  to  signify  the  year  of  dedication.  A field  gun 
is  to  be  placed  at  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  flag  pole.  With 
the  arborvitae  hedge  at  the  northwest  and  southeast  boundaries  and 
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shrub  beds  at  several  sections  of  the  Plot,  it  makes  a wonderful  setting. 
There  will  be  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Veteran  graves,  which  will 
be  laid  out  and  numbered  in  the  spring. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  has  agreed  to  recondition  the  plot  of 
land  at  the  intersection  of  Pearl  Street  and  Forest  Glen  Road,  remove 
the  boulders,  reloam  and  seed.  When  this  is  completed  the  Cemetery 
Department  will  assume  the  care.  This  has  been  unsightly  for  some 
time  and  when  finished  will  improve  the  appearance  of  the  approach 
to  the  Cemetery. 

The  power  mower  purchased  this  season  has  given  excellent  service 
in  Forest  Glen  this  year.  I recommend  the  purchase  of  more  shrubs 
to  further  embellish  the  Cemetery. 

The  financial  statement  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Ac- 
countant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  P.  PIERPONT, 

Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

The  annual  report  of  the  Forest  Fire  Warden  is  hereby  submitted. 
The  department  has  responded  to  99  grass  and  brush  fires  this  year, 
a decrease  of  57  from  1939.  Many  were  caused  by  improper  or  defec- 
tive incinerators. 

There  has  been  a large  decrease  in  the  number  of  incendiary  fires. 
I wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  L.  EAMES, 
Forest  Fire  Warden. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  WARDEN 


January  27,  1941. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

As  Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  for  the  Town  of  Read- 
ing, your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  following  report : 

The  Tree  Department  planted  about  two  hundred  trees,  the  last 
season  and  we  were  called  on  for  a large  amount  of  spraying  by  the 
gypsy  moth  and  elm  leaf  beetle. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  DONEGAN, 

Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  COUNSEL 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Law  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Reading : 

My  report  as  Town  Counsel  for  the  calendar  year  1940  is  sub- 
mitted herewith  : 

Opinions  have  been  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on  var- 
ious municipal  matters.  Traffic  regulations  have  been  drafted,  the 
approval  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  obtained,  and  such  regu- 
lations have  become  effective  by  publication  as  required  by  Law.  Ser- 
vices were  rendered,  advice  given  and  forms  prepared  in  connection 
with  the  Contributory  Retirement  System  which  became  effective  for 
employees  in  the  Town  on  July  1st,  1940.  Formal  charges  were  pre- 
ferred against  two  police  officers  under  the  classified  civil  service  law 
and  after  hearing,  as  required  by  law,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  ordered 
the  definite  suspension  of  one  officer  and  the  removal  from  the  Police 
Department  of  the  other.  In  connection  with  the  case  of  the  police 
officer  removed,  proceedings  have  been  commenced  in  the  Fourth  Dis- 
trict Court  of  Eastern  Middlesex  for  review  by  the  court  of  the  case 
heard  by  the  Selectmen  and  the  same  police  officer  has  commenced 
a petition  for  writ  of  mandamus  in  the  Middlesex  Superior  Court  seek- 
ing to  .secure  an  order  requiring  the  Selectmen  to  approve  his  applica- 
tion for  retirement  for  pension  under  Section  85  of  Chapter  32  of  Gen- 
eral Laws.  The  pending  litigation  relating  to  the  removal  and  pension 
of  the  police  officer  will  be  disposed  of  by  the  court  as  soon  as  the 
cases  are  reached  for  hearing  upon  the  court  docket.  Several  release 
deeds  have  been  prepared  transferring  property  sold  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  acquired  by  the  Town  through  tax  lien  foreclosure  pro- 
ceedings in  the  land  Court.  The  contract  and  specifications  for  the 
furnishing  of  an  aerial  ladder  truck  for  the  Fire  Department  were 
drafted  and  advice  and  assistance  were  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen and  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  in  connection  therewith. 
Articles  and  motions  for  the  annual  and  special  town  meetings  on  other 
than  routine  matters  were  drafted  for  town  departments.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  will  of  the  late  Frank  G.  Jones  certain  real  estate  was  de- 
vised to  the  Town  and  services  were  rendered  in  the  matter  of  the 
probate  of  the  will  in  the  Middlesex  Probate  Court.  Hearings  were 
held  before  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  in  the  matter  of 
the  approval  of  an  advertising  sign  situated  on  North  Main  Street. 

During  the  year  several  tax  titles  were  referred  for  foreclosure, 
but  it  was  not  necessary  to  commence  proceedings  in  the  court  as  the 
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preliminary  action  taken  resulted  in  the  collection  of  $4,657.67  of  over- 
due taxes.  Several  tax  titles  which  were  commenced  during  the  previ- 
ous year  were  concluded  during  the  current  year  and  final  decrees 
were  obtained  thereon.  Six  tax  lien  foreclosure  cases  were  commenced 
in  the  Land  Court,  two  of  which  cases  have  been  prosecuted  to  final 
conclusions  and  decrees  have  been  issued  thereon  and  the  remaining 
cases  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  near  future.  Nine  parcels  were  sold 
under  the  St  tute  of  Low  Value  and  were  purchased  at  the  sale  by 
various  indi'  iduals,  thereby  placing  these  properties  in  the  classifica- 
tion of  contributing  toward  the  tax  revenue  of  the  Town. 

Old  age  assistance  bonds  and  mortgages  were  prepared  under  dir- 
ection of  the  Welfare  Department  and  recorded  in  the  Registry  oi 
Deeds  after  completing  the  necessary  examination  of  the  real  estate 
titles.  Application  was  made  to  the  Middlesex  Probate  Court  for  the 
appointment  of  a Conservator  for  an  old  age  assistance  recipient  and 
the  necessary  legal  papers  were  filed  in  court  in  connection  therewith. 
Several  opinions  were  rendered  concerning  welfare  matters  and  especi- 
ally relating  to  aid  furnished  welfare  recipients  having  legal  settlements 
in  other  municipalities  and  also  relating  to  aid  furnished  individuals 
having  a legal  settlement  in  the  Town.  One  suit  brought  by  a muni- 
cipality against  the  Town  has  been  settled  during  the  year,  and  the 
final  record  disposing  of  the  case  has  been  entered  in  Court. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  appeals  taken  before 
the  State  Appellate  Tax  Board.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  twenty- 
four  appeals  relating  to  the  valuation  of  real  estate  were  pending  against 
the  Assessors.  All  of  these  cases  were  disposed  of  either  by  trial  or 
satisfactory  adjustment  by  agreement  of  the  parties.  Forty  appeals 
are  now  pending  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  which  will  be  dis- 
posed of  during  the  year  1941.  Opinions  have  been  rendered  the  Board 
of  Assessors  concerning  assessments  and  abatements  of  property  and 
other  tax  matters. 

Routine  matters  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  relating  to  the  lay- 
ing out  of  streets,  orders  of  taking,  easements  for  drainage  and  water 
mains  and  waivers  of  claims  for  damages  have  required  my  attention 
and  advice.  Opinions  were  rendered  to  the  Board  concerning  various 
public  works  activities.  I have  drafted  an  amendment  to  the  legisla- 
tion enacted  by  the  General  Court  in  the  matter  of  the  drainage  of 
the  low  lands  adjacent  to  Lake  Quannapowitt  and  the  bill  has  been 
filed  with  the  Legislature  under  authority  of  vote  of  the  Town.  A 
claim  for  damages  resulting  from  the  taking  of  land  by  right  of  emi- 
nent domain  for  drainage  purposes  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted 
through  counsel  for  the  land  owner  and  the  necessary  releases  have 
been  obtained  for  the  protection  of  the  Town. 
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Several  opinions  relating  to  school  matters  have  been  rendered  and 
advice  given  with  regard  to  legal  questions  involving  the  operation 
of  public  schools.  A new  contract  for  the  transportation  of  school 
children  was  considered  and  approved  and  advice  given  concerning  the 
statutory  insurance  to  be  furnished  thereunder  by  the  contractor.  The 
contract  for  the  removal  of  ashes  and  rubbish  from  the  schools  was 
approved. 

Services  were  required  by  the  Municipal  Light  Department  in  the 
matter  of  conditional  sales  contract  in  connection  with  the  recent 
amendment  to  the  General  Laws  affecting  conditional  sales  contracts, 
and  opinions  have  been  rendered  concerning  department  matters.  A 
lease  covering  a portion  of  the  building  on  Haven  Street  was  pre- 
pared for  the  Department  and  miscellaneous  claims  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  collection  and  suits. 

During  the  year  four  suits  were  brought  against  the  Town  in- 
volving alleged  claims  for  damages  sustained  as  a result  of  accidents 
on  the  highways.  There  are  still  pending  in  the  Courts  against  the 
Town  eleven  suits  which  will  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  they  are 
reached  for  trial  upon  the  court  docket.  Seven  claims  were  made 
against  the  town  resulting  from  blasting  by  an  independent  contractor 
for  the  construction  of  the  sewer  to  the  new  elementary  school  on 
Pearl  Street.  Liability  has  been  denied  by  the  Town  as  the  contrac- 
tor has  furnished  a bond  conditioned  upon  payment  of  any  loss,  damage 
or  injury  resulting  to  persons  or  property  by  reason  of  such  blasting. 
Five'  other  claims  involving  accidents  on  highways  also  have  been 
made  against  the  Town.  The  Town  has  denied  liability  on  four  of  the 
claims  and  one  claim  has  been  disposed  of  by  compromise  after  auth- 
orization by  the  vote  of  the  Committee. 

Pursuant  to  the  by  laws  of  the  Town  I have  prosecuted  all  suits 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  the  behalf  of  the  Town  and  defended  all  ac- 
tions or  suits  brought  against  the  Town,  have  drafted  all  contracts, 
bonds,  deeds  and  other  legal  instruments,  have  attended  all  hearings 
involving  municipal  affairs,  have  rendered  opinions  to  all  departments 
upon  any  subject  concerning  municipal  matters  and  have  performed 
every  professional  act  required  by  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  my  office. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS, 

Town  Counsel. 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


The  Welfare  Board  organized  in  March,  1940,  with  Mrs.  Kitty  M. 
Bangs  as  chairman,  Miles  C.  Higgins  as  secretary,  and  Albert  L.  Well- 
man, Jr.,  as  third  member  of  the  board.  In  July,  because  of  duties  neces- 
sitating his  continued  absence  from  the  state,  Mr.  Wellman  tendered  his 
resignation  as  a member  of  the  board,  this  vacancy  later  being  filed  by 
the  joint  action  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  two  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  Welfare  Board,  through  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Joseph  D. 
Knight  as  third  member  of  the  Welfare  Board. 

The  administration  of  General  Aid,  Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  and 
Old  Age  Assistance,  the  three  categories  which  come  wholly  under  the 
responsibility  of  the  welfare  department,  has  brought  to  our  attention 
the  various  needs  and  difficulties  of  more  than  1,500  persons;  some  of 
them  for  very  short  periods,  others  in  the  matter  of  supplementary  aid, 
and  a very  considerable  number  for  continuous  support  or  for  partial 
subsistence  all  during  the  year. 

The  department  continues  to  assist  in  practically  all  the  federal 
relief  activities,  including  W.  P.  A.,  National  Youth  Administration, 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  Surplus  Commodity  Distribution,  and 
others;  our  part  being  principally  that  of  receiving  applications,  inter- 
viewing, authorization  for  surplus  commodities,  and  work  of  a similar 
nature. 

Of  the  many  perplexities  we  have  been  called  upon  to  face  we  men- 
tion three  of  the  more  difficult;  the  housing  problem  in  Reading  for 
families  of  small  income,  the  absence  of  any  definite  expansion  in  local 
industry,  and  the  cost  of  medical  and  hospital  expense  which  is  thrust 
upon  the  welfare  department.  The  first  two  of  these  are  quite  probably 
outside  the  scope  of  this  department.  The  matter  of  medical  expense 
is  under  study  at  the  present  time. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  has  been 
making  a study  of  Public  Welfare  and  W.  P.  A.,  has  met  with  us  many 
times  during  the  past  several  months  and  has  given  close  attention 
to  the  many  details  of  welfare  operation.  Through  intelligent  question- 
ing, and  by  suggestion,  this  department  has  received  valuable  help 
through  this  study,  and  we  are  certain  that  the  members  of  the  sub- 
committee have  gained  a far  better  understanding  of  the  whole  situation 
than  would  have  been  possible  except  for  the  full  discussion  which  has 
been  carried  out. 

The  Welfare  Board  sincerely  hopes  that  improved  general  business 
conditions  in  1941,  through  defense  programs  and  related  activities,  and 
such  other  factors  as  may  develop,  will  so  react  as  to  reduce  the  ex- 


180 


pense  of  General  Aid,  and  a lower  appropriation  for  1941  has  been  pro- 
posed with  this  in  mind. 

The  board  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  for  the  continued  help- 
ful relations  with  other  town  departments,  and  to  thank  the  many  citi- 
zens who  have  given  clothing  and  other  necessities  for  our  needy  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KITTY  M.  BANGS,  Chairman 
MIRES  C.  HIGGINS,  Secretary 
JOSEPH  D.  KNIGHT 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 


REPORT  OF  WELFARE  SUPERINTENDENT 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare: 

The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  year  1940.  There  has  been 
no  appreciable  change  in  the  General  Aid  case  load  during  1940,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  There  was  an  increase  in  Aid  to  De- 
pendent Children  cases  of  some  16%,  but  this  increase  took  place  almost 
wholly  in  the  last  five  months  of  the  year.  Because  of  this,  and  further 
because  we  were  able  to  reduce  the  average  yearly  cost  per  case  some 
$60.00,  the  expenditure  under  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  was  slightly 
less  than  in  1939.  The  increase  in  total  departmental  expenditure,  ap- 
proximately $7,000.00,  was  due  entirely  to  Old  Age  Assistance,  under 
which  there  was  a total  enrollment  of  300  during  1940.  The  net  cost  to 
the  town,  as  represented  by  its  effect  on  the  real  estate  tax  levy,  was 
less  in  1940  than  in  1939.  This  is  because  of  an  increased  percentage  in 
Federal  Grants  and  in  the  amount  reimbursed  to  the  town  by  the  com- 
monwealth on  account  of  old  Age  Assistance. 

General  Aid 

Whatever  expectation  there  may  be  for  definite  and  permanent  bet- 
terment in  general  business  conditions  in  the  coming  year  will  show 
realization  principally  in  its  effect  on  the  General  Aid  expenditure 
through  absorption  of  unemployed  labor.  A plan  is  now  under  forma- 
tion to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  this  phase  of  the  matter,  the  objective 
being  to  “push  off”  the  relief  rolls  as  many  employable  persons  as  pos- 
sible, through  systematic  canvas  of  prospective  employers  on  the  one 
hand  and  by  spurring  the  recipient  to  greater  initiative  toward  attaching 
himself  to  a pay  roll  in  productive  industry. 

The  number  of  cases  assisted  under  General  Aid  during  the  year 
was  252,  about  four-fifths  of  this  number  being  family  cases  and  the 
remainder  single  persons  not  members  of  families. 

A large  proportion  of  these  cases  received  assistance  only  for  a 
limited  time,  usually  during  a period  when  no  member  of  the  family 
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was  employed,  or  in  some  instances  where  the  family  income  fell  below 
a subsistence  level.  There  is  a fairly  common  impression  that  a large 
number  of  families  remain  totally  on  relief  from  one  year’s  end  to  the 
other.  A brief  examination  will  show  that  this  is  not  so  because  it  is 
immediately  apparent  that  250  cases — averaging  about  four  and  one- 
half  persons  to  the  case — could  not  be  supported,  even  on  a minimum 
subsistence  basis,  for  much  less  than  $180,000.00  if  such  assistance  was 
continuous  through  the  year.  The  actual  General  Aid  expense,  of  course, 
is  considerably  less  than  one-third  of  such  a figure,  the  great  majority 
of  cases  receiving  intermittent  or  supplementary  aid.  A simple  tabula- 
tion will  make  this  plain : 

General  Aid  Case  Cost  Figure — 1940 


Cases  Amount  Aided  During  the  Year 

30  less  than  $ 10.00 

52  from  10.00  to  50.00 

37  50.00  100.00 

53  100.00  200.00 

41  200.00  300.00 

15  300.00  400.00 

6 400.00  500.00 

9 500.00  600.00 

2 600.00  700.00 

1 700.00  800.00 

3 800.00  900.00 

1 900.00  1,000.00 

2 1,000.00  1,050.00 


Several  of  the  high  cost  cases  involved  large  hospital  expense  (near- 
ly $2,500.00  was  paid  to  hospitals  from  the  General  Aid  Account),  but 
even  so,  it  is  evident  that  only  18  cases  received  as  much  as  $500.00  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  above  schedule  seems  to  indicate  that  in  the  matter 
of  caring  for  the  relatively  high  cost  cases  the  idea  of  a town  almshouse 
and  infirmary  should  be  given  consideration. 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Assistance  under  this  category  is  handled  on  a much  different  basis 
than  under  the  original  “Mother’s  Aid”  statute  passed  in  1913.  The 
former  law  required  the  actual  presence  of  the  mother  in  the  home  with 
the  children.  Under  the  amended  statute  of  1936,  which  has  subsequent- 
ly been  broadened,  some  twenty-six  different  relatives  and  “in-laws’* 
may  be  eligible  to  stand  in  loco  parentis : uncles  and  aunts,  grandparents, 
brothers  and  sisters  of  whole — or  half-blood,  and  others  who  may  be 
related  by  marriage  or  adoption. 

Federal  participation  under  the  Social  Security  Program,  and  state 
reimbursement  under  Massachusetts  law  passed  in  conformity  with  the 
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National  Program,  carry  more  than  half  the  expense  of  Aid  to  Depend- 
ent Children.  The  federal  grant  is  used  directly  for  such  aid  but  the 
state  reimbursement  must  be  “appropriated”  by  the  town  and  received 
under  General  Receipts,  thus  acting  as  an  offset  on  the  local  real  estate 
tax  cost,  even  though  it  must  appear  in  welfare  appropriation  figures. 

The  Massachusetts  A.  D.  C.  law  empowers  the  state  department  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  of  every  kind  and  the  fullest  use  of  this  au- 
thority is  made  by  the  state  people.  The  state  district  office  passes  on 
every  case  and  requires  formal  notice  of  case  changes  of  any  nature 
whatever  which  may  take  place  from  month  to  month.  Local  adminis- 
tration must  not  fail  in  this  matter  because  reimbursement  by  the  state 
to  the  town  may  thereby  be  jeopardized.  All  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
must  be  given  directly  to  the  person  standing  as  the  head  of  the  family 
and  it  must  be  in  the  form  of  cash.  This  tends  toward  a higher  family 
morale  and  a better  “product”  through  development  of  the  children  in  an 
atmosphere  of  some  degree  of  economic  stability,  even  though  it  be  only 
on  a subsistence  basis.  Children  in  these  families  are  less  prone  to  be- 
come educated  into  the  idea  of  running  to  the  welfare  office  for  a 
grocery  slip  or  a fuel  order  every  time  a family  emergency  arises.  There 
is  a fixed  monthly  allotment  to  go  on  and  it’s  the  whole  family’s  job  to 
see  that  the  emergency  does  not  arise.  When  the  time  comes  later 
for  them  to  run  their  own  affairs  as  self-supporting  people  they  have 
had  some  preparation  for  it. 

Old  Age  Assistance 

The  total  number  of  Old  Age  Assistance  cases  registered  during 
the  year  was  exactly  300  and  the  total  amount  paid  to  these  recipients 
was  slightly  more  than  $86,000.00.  In  the  nature  of  things,  none  of  these 
people  being  younger  than  sixty-five  and  many  being  well  into  the 
eighties,  several  of  them  pass  along  during  a period  of  twelve  months. 
On  the  other  hand,  a still  greater  number  of  new  ones  arrive  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  in  the  same  period.  Not  all  of  them  are  eligible  for  Old 
Age  Assistance,  of  course,  but  applications  have  greatly  exceeded  the 
number  of  cases  closed  during  the  past  five  years.  The  first  break  in 
this  rate  of  increase  occurred  in  1940,  which  shows  a net  increase  of 
only  12  cases  from  January  to  December.  The  four  preceding  years 
showed  increases  anywhere  from  28  to  63. 

Any  classification  of  assistance  based  primarily  on  an  age  limit  will 
eventually  reach  a point  of  saturation  and  there  is  some  indication  that 
this  stage  is  approaching  in  Massachusetts.  It  must  be  held  in  mind, 
however,  that  there  is  constant  and  insistent  pressure  for  new  legislation 
which  would  double  the  present  scope  of  Old  Age  Assistance  and  move 
any  hypothetical  point  of  saturation  into  the  far-distant  future. 

The  total  number  of  applications  (including  re-applications)  re- 
ceived during  the  year  was  72,  of  which  54  were  approved  and  18  denied. 
The  number  of  cases  closed  was  46,  those  by  death  being  30,  and  for 
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other  reasons  such  as  removal  from  town  or  by  becoming  self-support- 
ing, 15.  It  was  necessary  to  close  one  case  because  of  unworthiness 
under  the  meaning  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance  law. 

A special  commission  appointed  by  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
has  for  the  past  two  years  been  giving  intensive  study  to  the  whole  as- 
pect of  Old  Age  Assistance.  This  commission  has  held  many  public 
hearings  in  all  parts  of  the  state  and  is  at  this  time  bringing  its  findings 
and  recommendations  before  the  present  session  of  the  General  Court. 
At  the  time  of  this  writing  the  text  of  the  report  has  not  been  made 
available  to  the  public  but  it  is  rather  generally  understood  that  its 
recommendations  are,  in  the  main,  reasonable  and  practical.  We  note, 
nevertheless,  that  aside  from  any  action  the  commission  may  suggest 
no  less  than  ninety-six  separate  bills  have  been  filed  which  call  for 
lower  age  limits,  higher  monthly  allowances,  elimination  or  modification 
of  the  obligation  of  children,  and  other  enlarging  features  which  would 
carry  Old  Age  Assistance  so  far  that  the  general  public  could  not  pos- 
sibly support  it  financially. 

Assistance  for  the  needy  aged  strikes  a sympathetic  chord  in  the 
feelings  of  everyone.  Holding  forth  roseate  promises,  without  any  sug- 
gestion as  to  how  they  can  be  brought  to  fulfillment,  will  no  doubt  create 
a following  for  the  persons  who  urge  their  passage  into  law,  but  the 
real  effect  is  a cruelty  when  it  becomes  evident  that  the  self-supporting 
portion  of  the  community  cannot  bear  the  expense  of  such  measures. 
Every  thinking  person  who  can  possibly  do  so  should  indicate  to  his 
representation  in  the  State  House,  both  in  the  Senate  and  the  House, 
the  necessity  for  great  restraint  in  legislative  action. 

Administration 

The  local  administration  of  public  relief  by  Boards  of  Public  Welfare 
and  the  administrative  employees  is  regulated  to  a great  extent  by  rules 
and  methods  of  procedure  put  forth  by  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Welfare.  The  state  department  comprises  a commissioner  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  eight  district  offices  throughout  the  state,  each 
with  its  supervisor  and  staff  of  state  employees.  In  addition  there  are 
several  bureaus  and  divisions  of  state-wide  range  which  specialize  in 
matters  of  settlement,  accounting,  research  and  statistics,  institutional 
care,  child  guardianship,  and  many  other  branches.  Any  and  all  of  these 
state  subdivisions  can  impose  on  the  local  offices  such  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  demands  as  it  sees  fit,  seemingly  without  limit.  The  endless 
round  of  reports,  estimates,  surveys,  statistics  and  what-not,  which  are 
required  from  local  offices — always  within  a specified  time  limit — no 
doubt  serve  some  useful  and  beneficent  purpose,  but  the  time  and  effort 
necessary  for  their  preparation  breaks  disconcertingly  into  the  planned 
work  of  many  a day. 

Failure  to  conform  entails  grave  danger  of  the  with-holding  of  state 
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reimbursement  to  the  town,  which  would  be  a serious  matter  financially. 

Relief  is  not  administered  on  a hit-or-miss  basis.  It  has  become 
much  standardized,  with  special  impetus  in  this  direction  during  the  last 
year  or  two.  Despite  all  theories  of  standards,  however,  people  seeking 
relief  exhibit  just  as  much  difference  in  personalities  as  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. The  theorist  and  the  state  employe  rarely,  if  ever,  come  into 
personal  contact  with  a relief  recipient.  It  is  the  worker  in  the  local 
office  who  must  strive,  with  all  the  patience  and  intelligence  at  com- 
mand, to  bring  about  a reasonable  balance  between  the  needs  and  diffi- 
culties of  the  particular  person  whose  case  is  at  hand  and  the  stand- 
ard which  must  be  applied  toward  solution  of  his  troubles.  This  business 
of  administering  relief  is  at  once  the  most  exasperating  and  interesting 
of  all  public  functions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  E.  HARNDEN, 

Welfare  Superintendent 


SOLDIER’S  RELIEF 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Reading,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen : 

Your  Soldiers’  Relief  Agent  respectfully  submits  his  annual  report. 

During  the  year  1940,  we  have  assisted  43  cases  comprising  of  29 
family  cases  and  14  single  cases.  Most  of  our  cases  continue  to  be 
widows  and  dependents  of  veterans,  the  W.  P.  A.  having  absorbed  most 
of  the  veterans  who  are  in  any  way  able  to  work. 

I do  not  anticipate  any  increase  in  our  department  for  the  coming 
year.  I have  had  hearty  co-operation  with  the  Sponsor’s  Agent  of  the 
W.  P.  A.,  the  officials  of  the  Welfare  Department  and  the  Town  Officers 
in  general,  and  wish  to  express  to  them  my  thanks. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  W.  H.  SMITH, 

Soldiers’  Relief  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


January  1,  1941 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  dog  officer  to  Dec.  31,  1940.  I have 
canvassed  the  town  to  see  that  all  dogs  were  licensed.  Unlicensed,  and 
strayed  dogs  have  been  found  and  disposed  of  as  follows. 

247  have  been  destroyed. 

57  returned  to  owners. 

33  hens  killed  by  dogs. 

1 turkey  killed  by  dogs. 

486  complaints  investigated. 

37  dogs  killed  by  autos. 

1 case  prosecuted  for  keeping  unlicensed  dog.  Found  guilty. 

At  this  time  I wish  to  thank  the  Police  Department  and  the  court 
for  their  assistance  to  me. 

CHARLES  H.  MELENDY, 

Dog  Officer 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen : 

January  31,  1941 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector 
1940  . 

of  Animals  for  the  year 

On  January  1,  1941  there  were  approximately  352  head  of  meat  ani- 
mals in  the  town. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  were : 
Cattle  

232 

Swine  

30 

Goats  

Sheep  

46 

44 

There  were  35  dogs  quarantined  for  biting  people  and  of  this  num- 
ber, none  were  affected  with  the  rabies. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

BERNARD  SCHIMPFKE 

Inspector  of  Animals 
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FORTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT 
COMMISSIONERS 


For  the  Year  Ended 
December  31,  1940 


OFFICERS  OF  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  AND  POWER  DEPARTMENT 


Commissioners 


HENRY  R.  JOHNSON,  Chairman  Term  expires  1941 

LOUIS  ELLENWOOD,  Secretary  Term  expires  1943 

HERBERT  G.  EVANS  Term  expires  1942 


Manager 

ARTHUR  G.  SIAS 


Office 

25  Haven  St.,  Reading,  Mass. 


MANAGER  S REPORT 


To  the  Municipal  Light  Board : 

Gentlemen : 

I submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  operation  of  the  Municipal  Light 
Plant  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1940. 

The  maximum  load  on  the  system  was  3625  K.  W.  which  wras  indi- 
cated on  December  24th  and  again  on  December  26th.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  250  K.  W.  over  the  previous  year,  or  7.4  per  cent. 

We  purchased  during  the  year  11,365,000  kilowatt  hours,  an  increase 
of  840,000  or  approximately  8 per  cent. 

The  average  cost  of  purchased  current  was  1.1426  cents  per  kilowatt 
hour  which  was  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Sales  of  kilowatt  hours  amounted  to  10,301,457,  an  increase  of 
892,275,  or  9.47  per  cent  and  distribution  loss  was  reduced  from  9.47  per 
cent  in  1939  to  8.45  per  cent  in  1940. 

Kilowatt  hours  sold  for  residence  service  amounted  to  5,881,007, 
an  increase  of  439,023,  or  8.07  per  cent,  for  commercial  service  including 
power  3,129,424,  an  increase  of  399,080,  or  14.6  per  cent,  and  for  Muni- 
cipal use  1,238,682,  an  increase  of  45,086  or  3.77  per  cent. 

The  kilowatt  hours  sold  per  residence  meter  were  1014,  an  increase 
of  42  over  the  previous  year. 

The  operating  income  for  the  year  was  $359,146.61,  an  increase  of 
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$24,859.77  over  the  previous  year,  of  which  $15,976.82  was  from  residence 
service,  $4,668.07  from  commercial  service  and  $1,010.17  from  municipal 
service^ 

The  operating  expenses  for  the  year  were  $276,901.23,  an  increase 
of  $5,061.53  over  the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  cost  of  purchased 
current  was  $8,736.81  and  there  was  a decrease  in  other  operating  ex- 
pense accounts.  , 

Income  balance  to  Profit  and  Loss  was  $63,774.64  and  the  net  in- 
crease in  the  Profit  and  Loss  surplus  was  $17,157.23  after  payment  of 
bonds  and  notes  amounting  to  $21,000.00  payment  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
of  $26,000.00,  and  miscellaneous  adjustments. 

Included  in  the  operating  expenses  is  an  item  of  $34,690.58  for  de- 
preciation of  plant,  which  has  been  charged  off  the  several  plant  ac- 
counts. 

Current  assets  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  $117,623.88  and  current 
liabilities  $40,497.07. 

Additions  to  the  plant  amounting  to  $51,804.11  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year  and  paid  for  out  of  the  Depreciation  and  Construction  funds. 
Of  this  amount  $10,096.65  represents  the  sum  transferred  from  the  un- 
finished construction  account  of  $15,144.97  as  of  December  31,  1939. 


POWER  STATION 


Repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the  piping  in  the  heating 
system  and  also  to  the  water  piping  in  the  building. 

The  3 inch  suction  pipe  between  the  basement  and  the  well  at  the 
front  of  the  building  has  been  renewed  and  a new  1^4  inch  suction  pipe 
installed  to  supply  the  cooling  water  for  the  high  tension  transformers. 

A concrete  platform  for  the  heating  fuel  was  installed  near  the  boiler 
room.  , 

An  additional  feeder  switch,  with  relays  and  control  apparatus,  has 
been  installed  and  is  used  for  the  present  as  a bus  tie  switch. 

An  additional  feeder  circuit  may  be  connected  to  this  switch  at  some 
future  time  if  necessary. 

One  old  street  light  regulator  which  was  not  in  use  has  been  sold. 

The  usual  periodic  tests  and  adjustments  have  been  made  to  the 
metering  and  control  apparatus. 

Windows  and  transoms  have  been  protected  by  wire  screen  as  a 
safety  measure. 

Mr.  Louis  Hawkins,  one  of  our  engineers  at  the  station,  was  obliged 
to  resign  on  account  of  his  health  and  his  place  has  been  filled  by  Mr. 
H.  J.  Odell. 
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DISTRIBUTION  LINES 


The  underground  system  was  extended  on  Pleasant  Street  between 
Main  and  Middle  Streets  by  the  installation  of  a 3 duct  conduit,  with 
7,237  feet  of  cable  and  11  service  connections. 

Three  concrete  lamp  posts  equipped  with  aluminum  brackets  and 
General  Electric  Luminaires  were  also  installed. 

Underground  ducts  were  also  laid  in  Linden  Street  between  Haven 
and  Mt.  Vernon  Streets,  Woburn  Street  between  Linden  and  Sanborn 
Streets  and  the  entire  length  of  Sanborn  Street,  a total  distance  of  ap- 
proximately 2200  feet.  21,491  feet  of  cable  was  installed  and  36  service 
connections  made.  This  extension  provides  underground  service  for  the 
Baptist  Church,  Congregational  Church,  Odd  Fellows  Building,  High 
School  and  Christian  Science  Church.  Two  transformer  manholes  were 
constructed  and  10  concrete  lamp  posts  with  aluminum  brackets  and 
General  Electric  Luminaires  were  erected  on  these  three  streets. 

W.  P.  A.  labor  was  provided  for  the  conduit  and  manhole  construc- 
tion. 

About  2600  feet  of  10  duct  conduit  with  8 manholes,  has  been  con- 
structed on  High  Street  between  Woburn  and  Vine  Streets,  14  concrete 
lamp  posts  have  been  erected  and  5,446  feet  of  cable  installed. 

This  work  has  also  been  done  with  W.  P.  A.  labor,  and  is  part  of  a 
project  which  will  extend  through  High  and  Lowell  Streets  to  Grove 
Street. 

The  original  allotment  for  W.  P.  A.  labor  was  $27,351.00,  and  an  ad- 
ditional allotment  of  $9,520.00  has  been  made,  which,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  sufficient  to  complete  this  project. 

800  feet  of  4 duct  conduit  has  been  laid  in  Westcroft  Park,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Telephone  Company  and  the  owner  of  the  property. 
5,783  feet  of  cable  has  been  installed  and  7 service  connections  have 
been  made.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  installation  of  lamp  posts 
and  street  lights  when  the  streets  have  been  accepted  by  the  Town. 

40,300  feet  of  underground  cable  has  been  installed  during  the  year. 

On  the  overhead  system,  8 miles  of  No.  2 wire  has  been  installed 
on  the  North  Reading  feeders  in  order  to  provide  separate  feeders  for 
North  Reading  and  Lynnfield  Center.  This  change  was  necessary  on 
account  of  the  additional  power  load  at  the  Lynnfield  Center  water 
pumping  station. 

New  building  construction  in  Lynnfield  Center  has  required  exten- 
sions on  Crest  Road,  Homestead  Road  and  Pillings  Pond  of  about  a 
mile  of  line. 

The  additional  feeder  circuit  to  Wilmington  has  been  started  and 
about  3 miles  of  wire  has  been  installed.  This  feeder  line  will  be  corn- 
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pleted  during  the  coming  year  with  wire  which  will  be  released  on  the 
completion  of  the  High  Street  underground  feeders 

Tree  clearance  has  been  improved  on  the  Wilmington  and  Lynnfield 
Center  lines  by  tree  trimming  and  re-insulating. 

103  additional  poles  have  been  set  and  390  renewed  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  poles  on  our  system  is  8689. 

A total  of  180,797  feet  of  wire  has  been  added  to  the  overhead  sys- 
tem, and  234  new  services  connected. 

We  have  installed  10  additional  transformers  during  the  year,  mak- 
ing the  total  number  connected  515. 


STREET  LIGHTING 


The  following  additional  street  lights  have  been  installed  during  the 
year : 

In  Reading:  Charles  Street  8,  Haverhill  Street  4,  Hartshorn  Street 
2,  Eaton  Street  2,  John  Carver  Road  2,  Lewis  Street  1,  Granger  Avenue 
1,  School  Street  2;  also  1 private  street  light  on  Nichols  Street. 

Lynnfield  Center : Phillips  Road  2 private  street  lights. 

North  Reading:  Nichols  Street  1. 

Wilmington : School  Street  1,  Main  Street  2,  Woburn  Street  1,  also 
1 private  street  light  on  Floradale  Avenue. 

The  number  of  street  lights  in  each  town  is  as  follows : Reading 
986,  North  Reading  355,  Wilmington  529,  Lynnfield  Center  174,  a total  of 
2044. 

The  kilowatt  hours  sent  out  on  the  Reading  street  light  circuits 
were  448,650. 

The  appropriation  for  street  lights  was  $14,500.00. 


METER  DEPARTMENT 


During  the  year  we  have  installed  457  meters  in  outdoor  cabinets, 
making  a total  of  3055  outdoor  meters  to  date. 

We  have  purchased  355  new  meters  and  have  retired  from  service 
134  old  type  meters. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  test  and  repair  work : 


Number  of  request  tests  203 

Number  of  periodic  tests  236 

Number  of  laboratory  tests  972 

Number  of  inquiry  and  miscellaneous  tests  347 

Number  of  meters  repaired  325 


191 


LAMP  AND  APPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 


The  net  sales  of  lamps  and  appliances  amounted  to  $43,997.24,  an 
increase  of  $9,784.54  over  the  previous  year. 

1174  appliances  were  sold,  among  which  were  168  ranges,  126  refri- 
gerators, 124  flat  irons,  125  portable  lamps  and  15  water  heaters. 

The  appropriation  authorized  was  $12,000.00  and  the  amout  charged 
to  sales  expense  was  $10,282.24. 

The  itemized  account  is  given  below : 

STATEMENT  OF  MERCHANDISE  REVENUE  AND  EXPENSE 
for  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1940 

SALES  OF  APPLIANCES  $ 46,009.00 

Deduct— RETURNS  AND  ALLOWANCES  2,011.76 

NET  SALES  43,997.24 

COST  OF  APPLIANCES  SOLD  33,250.62 

GROSS  PROFIT  10,746.62 

Deduct— EXPENSES : 

Rent  2,222.91 

Payroll  7,592.37 

Commissions  2,945.15 

Express  and  Trucking  292.27 

Store  Expenses  189.42 

Sales  Expenses  261.55 

Automobile  Expenses  147.95 

Advertising — Merchandise  2,417.41 

Demonstrations  87.10 

Cost  of  Installations  3,049.03 

Inventory  Adjustments  1,535.23 

Uncollectible  Accounts  256.27 

TOTAL  EXPENSES  20,99 6.66 

NET  EXPENSE— SALE  OF  APPLIANCES  10,250.04* 

JOBBING  SERVICE— NET  EXPENSE  32.20* 

TOTAL  MERCHANDISE  EXPENSE  $ 10,282.24* 

Estimated  Annual  KWH  Used  by  Appliances  Sold  339,377 

Estimated  Annual  Revenue  @ 3.15c  per  KWH  $13,575.08 
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HOLIDAY  LIGHTING 


Decorative  lighting  was  installed  on  Main,  Haven,  Woburn,  Lowell, 
Salem,  Pleasant  and  Harnden  Streets  as  well  as  Reading  Common, 
Ernest  Leach  Park,  Washington  Street  Park,  County  Road  and  West 
Street  and  Wenda  Street.  Lighting  decorations  were  also  put  up  on 
the  Municipal  Building  and  Public  Library,  and  the  Old  South  Church 
was  flood  lighted.  A total  of  5127  lamps  were  lighted  from  December  14 
to  New  Year’s  Day  inclusive.  The  cost  to  the  Department  is  shown 
below : 

Labor  and  Insurance  

Truck  expense  

Lamp  renewals  

Materials  

Current  consumed  10.012  K.  W.  H.  . . 1.35c  .... 

Total  $ 1,176.82 


GARAGE 


The  expense  of  operation  of  the  automobiles  for  the  year  is  shown* 


below : 

- Gasoline  $ 1,332.14 

Oil  42.70 

Tires  and  repairs  2,430.74 

Labor  1,833.42 

Insurance  763.99 

Depreciation  2,386.42 


Total  $ 8,789.41 


The  total  mileage  for  the  year  was  139,034  and  the  cost  per  mile 
6.3  cents. 

The  Department  now  operates  14  cars  and  the  garage  space  is  suf- 
ficient for  only  10  cars,  making  it  necessary  to  house  some  of  the  cars 
in  that  part  of  the  garage  building  which  is  used  for  the  stock  room,  and 
which  normally  is  separated  from  the  garage  by  fire  doors.  This  condi- 
tion has  been  criticized  by  an  inspector  from  the  State  Fire  Marshal’s 
office.  There  is  also  no  adequate  space  in  which  to  make  repairs  to  the 
automobiles.  The  present  building  was  erected  nearly  15  years  ago  and 
should  be  increased  in  size  to  accommodate  the  additional  cars  and  to 
provide  shop  space  for  repairs. 

I recommend  the  construction  of  an  addition  50  feet  in  length  and  60 
feet  deep,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,500.00. 


830.85 

115.05 

87.65 

8.11 

135.16 
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RENTAL  REAL  ESTATE 


The  property  at  31-33  High  Street  and  1 Haven  Street  has  been 
fenced  and  the  land  graded  and  seeded. 

The  rooms  on  the  north  side  of  the  second  floor  have  been  reno- 
vated and  leased. 

The  entire  building  is  now  rented,  at  annual  rental  of  $1,980.00. 

This  property  consists  of  4,479  square  feet  of  land  with  two  story 
building  and  has  a book  value  of  $8,292.19. 


FUTURE  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  following  improvements  and  additions  to  the  Plant  are  recom- 
mended for  the  coming  year : 

Estimate  of  Cost  of  New  Construction  in  1941 

Addition  to  Garage  and  Stockroom  at  Plant  50’x60’  $ 10,500.00 

Install  Cables,  Switches  and  Transformers  in  Underground 
Ducts,  High  Street  and  Lowell  Street  and  connect  Street 
Light  Posts  and  Services 38,255.00 

Install  Underground  Ducts,  Cables,  Street  Lights,  and  Ser- 
vices, Westcroft  Park  12,500.00 

Install  underground  ducts,  with  manholes,  on  Washington 
Street,  Lincoln  Street,  Prescott  Street,  Summer  Avenue  and 
Temple  Street,  using  W.  P.  A.  labor.  Cost  of  materials  and 
tools  in  1941  5,000.00 

Install  spare  Feeder  Cables  on  Barrett  Street  for  Sanford 

Mills  1,000.00 

Install  Floodlights  at  Ball  Field,  Birch  Meadow  Playground  2,000.00 

Ordinary  Extensions,  Service  Connections,  Meters,  Trans- 
formers and  Street  Lights  27,000.00 

Total  $ 96,255.00 

To  be  Financed  as  follows  : 


From  Depreciation  Fund 
From  Construction  Fund 
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$ 36,130.78 
2,179.84 


From  Real  Estate  Fund  1,644.05 

From  Operation  Fund  20,300.33 

From  Bonds  or  Notes  36,000.00 


$ 96,255.00 


ESTIMATE  FOR  1941 


I submit  herewith  my  estimate  of  the  income  and  expenses  of  the 
Plant  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  57,  Chapter  164  of 
the  General  Laws  : 


Income 

From  Private  Consumers  $363,400.00 

From  Tax  Levy: 

For  Street  Lights  $14,000.00 

For  Municipal  Departments  4,800.00  18,800.00 

From  Miscellaneous  Income  3,000.00 


Total  Income  385,200.00 

Expenses 

For  Operation,  Maintenance  and  Repairs  275,350.00 

For  Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes  2,960.00 

For  Depreciation  at  3%  on  $1,204,359.32  ‘ 36,130.78 

For  Bond  Payments  2,000.00 

For  Note  Payments 17,000.00 


Total  Expenses  $333,440.78 


A summary  of  cash  receipts  and  expenditures,  statement  of  the 
various  funds,  total  cost  and  book  value  of  the  plant,  together  with 
statistics  pertaining  to  the  plant  and  a list  of  bills  remaining  unpaid  at 
the  end  of  the  year  is  appended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  G.  SIAS,  Manager. 


195 


AUDITOR’S  CERTIFICATE 


CHARLES  E.  STANWOOD  & COMPANY 
Accountants  and  Auditors 


150  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

February  3,  1941 

To  the  Municipal  Light  Board 
Town  of  Reading 
Massachusetts 

We  have  examined  the  accompanying  balance  sheet  of  the  Municipal 
Light  Department  of  the  Town  of  Reading,  Massachusetts,  as  at  De- 
cember 31,  1940  and  related  statements  of  income  and  profit  and  loss  for 
the  year  then  ended,  and  reviewed  the  system  of  internal  control  and 
accounting  procedures  and,  without  making  a detailed  audit  of  the 
transactions,  have  examined  or  tested  accounting  records  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  other  supporting  evidence,  by  methods  and  to  the  extent  we 
deemed  appropriate. 

In  our  opinion  said  financial  statements  present  fairly  the  position  of 
the  Municipal  Light  Department  as  at  December  31,  1940  and  the  results 
of  the  operations  for  the  year  then  ended,  in  conformity  with  the 
“Uniform  System  of  Accounts  for  Municipal  Lighting  Plants”  as  pre- 
cribed  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  of  Massachusetts. 

(signed)  , 

Charles  E.  Stanwood  & Company 


REPORT  OF  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 


The  report  of  the  manager  as  submitted  by  him,  together  with  the 
certificate  of  the  auditor,  is  approved  by  the  Municipal  Light  Board  and 
constitutes  its  report  to  the  Town. 

HENRY  R.  JOHNSON, 

LOUIS  ELLENWOOD, 

HERBERT  G.  EVANS, 

Municipal  Light  Board 
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SUMMARY  OF  INCOME  AND  EXPENSES 
For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1940 

Revenues : 

Residence  Service  $241,156.80 

Commercial  Service  75,361.98 

Municipal  Service  10,130.01 

Sales  to  Private  Companies  and  Municipal  Plants  1,551.96 

Street  Lighting  Service  29,390.37 

Miscellaneous  Income  2,997.47 


Total  Revenues  $360,588.59 

Expenses  : 

Production  Expenses  $130,190.55 

Distribution  Expenses  58,862.11 

Utilization  Expenses  10,246.78 

Commercial  Expenses  17,921.42 

New  Business  Expenses 358.72 

General  Expenses  24,631.07 

Depreciation  34,690.58 

Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes  3,028.85 

Taxes  4,987.95 

Uncollectible  Operating  Revenue  1,299.62 

Interest  on  Consumers’  Deposits  314.06 

Merchandise  Expense  10,282.24 


Total  Expenses  $296,813.95 


Balance  to  Profit  and  Loss  $ 63,774.64 


Totals  $360,588.59 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1939  $157,681.61 

Income  balance  from  Operating  Account  63,774.64 

Premium  from  Sale  of  Bonds  555.87 


Total  Credits  222,012.12 


Bonds  and  Notes  Paid  $ 21,000.00 

Miscellaneous  Adjustments  173.28 

Transferred  to  General  Funds  of  the  Town  for  reduction 

of  taxes  26,000.00 


Total  Debits  $ 47,173.28 


Credit  Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  $174,838.84 
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STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 


as  of  December  31,  1940 

Fixed  Assets : 

Land  $ 10,035.26 

Structures  54,804.44 

Plant  Equipment  51,893.37 

Transformer  Station  and  Substation  Equipment  33,868.06 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  266,654.2 3 

Underground  Conduit  93,278.56 

Underground  Conductors  74,446.96 

Consumers  Meters  and  Installations  50,830.86 

Line  Transformers  and  Installations  33,868.79 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  21,535.67 

General  Equipment  13,327.19 

Rental  Property — Land  and  Building  8,292.19 


Total  Fixed  Assets  $712,835.58 


Unfinished  Construction  $ 5,048.32 

Current  Assets  : 

Funds  $ 14,409.43 

Accounts  Receivable  40,681.80 

Materials  and  Supplies  Inventory 62,532.65 


Total  Current  Assets 117,623.88 


Prepaid  Insurance  $ 1,477.22 


Totals  $836,985.00 


Liabilities : 

Notes  Payable  $129,000.00 

Bonds  Payable  22,000.00 

Accounts  Payable  30,161.53 

Consumers’  Deposits  10,335.54 

Town  Treasurer — Petty  Cash  Fund  250.00 

Interest  Accrued  820.83 

Loans  Repayment  469,578.26 


Total  Liabilities $662,146.16 


Profit  and  Loss  Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  $174,838.84 


Totals  $836,985.00 
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PETTY  CASH  FUND 

Petty  Cash  Fund — Due  Town  Treasurer  $ 250.00 


OPERATION  FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1940  NONE 

Debits 

Received  from  Sale  of  Electricity  $360,948.70 

Received  from  Appropriation  for  Street  Lights  14,500.00 

Received  from  Sale  of  Merchandise  and  Jobbing 36,608.53 

Received  from  Sale  of  Miscellaneous  Junk  1,067.64 

Received  from  Interest  on  Consumers’  Deposits  221.11 

Received  from  Rental  Property  1,133.33 

Received  from  Pole  Attachments 209.57 


Total  Debits  $414,688.88 

Credits 

Expenditures  for  Operation  $306,952.51 

Merchandise  and  Jobbing  Service  Expense 20,875.63 

Amount  transferred  to  Depreciation  Fund  34,690.58 

Bonds  and  Notes  Paid  21,000.00 

Interest  Paid  on  Bonds  and  Notes 3,402.50 

Total  Credits  $386,921.22 


Balance  December  31,  1940  $ 27,767.66 


Amount  transferred  to  Town  Treasurer $ 26,000.00 

Amount  transferred  to  Construction  Fund  1,767.66 


Balance  December  31,  1940  (After  Closing)  NONE 


DEPRECIATION  FUND 
Debits 

Balance  January  1,  1940  $ 4,218.02 

Amount  transferred  from  Income  34,690.58 


Total  $ 38,908.60 

Credits 

Amount  expended  for  Construction  $ 38,908.60 


Balance  December  31,  1940  NONE 
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CONSTRUCTION  FUND 
Debits 

Balance  January  1,  1940  $ 4,261.1 6 

Amount  transferred  from  New  Building  Fund 54.09 

Amount  transferred  from  Operation  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1940  ....  1,767.66 


Total  $ 6,082.91 


Credits 

Amount  transferred  to  Real  Estate  Operating  Fund  $ 735.00 

Amount  expended  for  Construction  3,168.07 


Total  $ 3,903.07 


Balance  December  31,  1940  $ 2,179.84 


NEW  BUILDING  FUND 
Debits 

Balance  January  1,  1940  $ 54.09 

Credits 

Amount  transferred  to  Construction  Fund  $ 54.09 

Balance  December  31,  1940  NONE 


REAL  ESTATE  OPERATING  FUND 
Debit 

Balance  January  1,  1940  NONE 

Cash  Transferred  from  Construction  Fund  $ 735.00 

Rents  Collected  1,732.50 


Total  $ 2,467.50 

Credit 

Building  Improvements  and  Fencing  $ 292.19 

Building  Repairs  and  changes  for  new  tenant  . , 224.18 

Grading  and  Seeding  Lawn  60.66 

Water  and  Sewer  Service  24.78 

Insurance  12.40 

Heat  219.92 

Miscellaneous  Maintenance  Items  32.23 


Total  $ 866.36 

Less  unpaid  bills  Dec.  31,  1940  42.91 


Total  Paid  Expenses  $ 823.45 

Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31,  1940  $ 1,644.05 
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INVENTORY  OF  MATERIALS  AND  SUPPLIES  ON  HAND 
December  31,  1940 

Line  Materials  $ 34,877.25 

Electric  Appliances — In  Stock  17,041.25 

Tools  and  Supplies  10,174.75 

Coal  439.40 

Total  Materials  and  Supplies $ 62,532.65 


SUMMARY  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
During  the  Period  January  1,  1940  through  December  31,  1940 
Cash  Balances  January  1,  1940 

Operating  Fund  $ NONE 

Depreciation  Fund  4,218.02 

Construction  Fund  4,261.16 

Real  Estate  Fund  NONE 

Special  Construction  Fund — 25  Haven  St.  Building  ....  54.09 

Petty  Cash  Fund  250.00 


Total  Cash  Balances  $ 8,783.27 

Cash  Received 

Sale  of  Electricity  $360,948.70 

Sale  of  Merchandise  and  Jobbing 36,608.53 

Street  Light  Appropriation  14,500.00 

Sale  of  Miscellaneous  Junk  1,067.64 

Interest  on  Consumers’  Deposits  221.11 

Rental  Property  1,133.33 

Pole  Attachments 209.57 


Total  Cash  Received 414,688.88 


Total  $423,472.15 

Cash  Disbursed 

Operating  Accounts — Plant,  Merchandise  and  Jobbing  $326,919.09 

Construction  Accounts  4 2,876.67 

Taxes  4,987.95 

Interest  Paid  3,402.50 

Bonds  and  Notes  Paid 21,000.00 

Transfer  to  Town  Treasurer  26,000.00 


Total  Cash  Disbursed  $419,398.26 

Cash  Balances  December  31,  1940 

Operation  Fund  $ NONE 

Depreciation  Fund  NONE 

Construction  Fund  2,179.84 
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Real  Estate  Fund  1,644.05 

Special  Construction  Fund — 25  Haven  St.  Building NONE 

Petty  Cash  Fund  250.00 


Total  Cash  Balance  December  31,  1940  $ 4,073.89 


ADDITIONS  TO  PLANT 

Structures — 25  Haven  St.  . . . $ 2,112.28 

Electric  Plant — Steam  26.61 

Trans.  Sta.  and  Substa.  Equipment  100.61 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  15,765.82 

Underground  Conduit  19,057.90 

Underground  Conductors  5,338.44 

Consumers  Meters  3,787.40 

Consumers  Meter  Installations  1,759.14 

Line  Transformers  576.88 

Transformer  Installations  67.50 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  3,210.53 


Total  Additions  to  Plant  $ 51,804.11 


DEPRECIATION  CHARGED  OFF  PLANT  ACCOUNTS 

Structures — Plant  $ 554.03 

Structures — Garage  342.30 

Structures — 25  Haven  St 509.78 

Electric  Plant — Steam  4,938.42 

Trans.  Sta.  and  Substa.  Equipment  2,434.13 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  15,359.96 

Underground  Conduit  1,706.34 

Underground  Conductors  2,489.55 

Consumers’  Meters  2,122.71 

Consumers  Meter  Installations  588.42 

Line  Transformers  1,556.73 

Transformer  Installations  163.61 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  1,924.60 


Total  $ 34,690.58 


TOTAL  COST  OF  PLANT 
as  of  December  3",  1940 

Cost  of  Land — Ash  St $ 2,575.80 

25  Haven  St.  7,459.46 

31—33  High  St 1,601.10 
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Cost  of  Structures — Ash  St 44,816.75 

25  Haven  St 27,601.38 

31—33  High  Street  6,691.09 

Generating  Plant — Steam  : 

Cost  of  Boiler  Plant  Equipment  $ 69,696.71 

Cost  of  Prime  Movers  and  Auxiliaries 21,512.38 

Cost  of  Turbo-Generator  Units  46,870.83 

Cost  of  Electric  Plant — Steam  82,333.90 

Transmission,  Distribution  and  Storage: 

Cost  of  Trans.  Sta.  and  Substa.  Equipment  40,669.55 

Cost  of  Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  475,037.35 

Cost  of  Underground  Conduits  104,375.26 

Cost  of  Underground  Conductors  88,323.70 

Cost  of  Consumers’  Meters  72,700.37 

Cost  of  Consumers’  Meter  Installations  21,373.34 

Cost  of  Line  Transformers  52,201.28 

Cost  of  Transformer  Installations  5,521.06 

Utilization  Equipment : 

Cost  of  Street  Lighting  Equipment  51,325.46 

Total  Cost  of  Electric  Plant  as  Shown  by  Books  $1,222,686.77 


COST  OF  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  IN  OUTSIDE  TOWNS 
North  Reading 

Total  Investment  December  31,  1940 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  $ 97,277.07 

Consumers’  Meters  15,369.11 

Line  Transformers  9,750.25 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  3,586.91 

Substation  Equipment  2,069.19 


$128,052.53 

Lynnfield  Center 

Total  Investment  December  31,  1940 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  $ 49,859.57 

Consumers’  Meters  7,848.51 

Line  Transformers  3,940.61 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  2,135.30 

Substation  Equipment  1,051.46 


$ 64,835.45 
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Wilmington 

Total  Investment  December  31,  1940 

Poles,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors  $143,717.80 

Consumers’  Meters  21,055.61 

Line  Transformers  10,848.57 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  4,241.04 

Substation  Equipment  2,910.98 


$182,774.00 


Total  Investment — Outside  Towns  $375,661.98 


Total  Revenue — Outside  Towns  $143,369.90 


KILOWATT  HOURS  PURCHASED,  SOLD,  USED,  AND 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR 

Kilowatt  Hours  Purchased  11,365,000 

Kilowatt  Hours  Sold : 

For  Residence  Service  5,881,007 

For  Commercial  Service  1,530,085 

For  Commercial  Power — Retail  13,189 

For  Commercial  Power — Wholesale  1,586,150 

For  Lighting  Municipal  Buildings  166,589 

For  Municipal  Power — Retail  193 

For  Municipal  Power — Wholesale  367,400 

For  Street  Lighting  704,500 

To  Other  Plants  for  Resale  52,344 

Totals  10,301,457 


Kilowatt  Hours  Used  at  Station,  Garage  and  Office  91,096 

Kilowatt  Hours  Used  for  Christmas  Illumination  12,234 

Kilowatt  Hours  Unaccounted  for  960,213 

Totals  11,365,000 

Percent  Unaccounted  for  8.45% 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CUSTOMERS 
December  31,  1940 

Residence  Service  5840 

Commercial  Service  560 
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Primary  Power — Wholesale  12 

Municipal  Service  49 

Municipal  Power — Wholesale  5 

Co-operative  Resale  Service  24 

Private  Street  Lights  18 

Public  Street  Lights  3 

Total— 1940  6511 

Total— 1939  6310 

Increase  201 


UNPAID  BILLS 
December  31,  1940 

Addressograph  Division  1.59 

John  A.  Akeson  19.01 

Alexander  Film  Co 61.10 

Arvedon  Elec.  Sup.  Co.,  Inc 1.29 

Wendell  Bancroft  & Co 85.61 

Henry  S.  Blethen  3.13 

Boston  Easy  Washer  Dist 3.61 

Boston  Edison  Co 25,696.30 

George  H.  Buckminster  Co 13.50 

Carleton-Walsh  Motors,  Inc 1.75 

Central  Electric  Co 30.00 

Chapin  Oil  Co 112.63 

Christian  Science  Pub.  Soc 52.80 

Clapp  and  Leach,  Inc 34.38 

Davis  Transformer  Co Cr.  8.40 

Dyer-Clark  Co 28.89 

Eastern  Co 724.80 

Edson  Corp 5.40 

Electromaster,  Inc 12.27 

T.  C.  Fife  .68 

Frank  E.  Fitts  14.40 

W.  B.  Flaherty  16.15 

Florence  Stove  Co 1.47 

Francis  Bros.,  Inc 36.39 
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Frigidaire  Division  1.92 

General  Electric  Co.,  Boston  Cr.  12.70 

General  Electric  Co.,  Mdse Cr.  144.22 

G.  E.  Supply  Corp 140.73 

General  Products  Co 8.90 

Graybar  Elec.  Co.,  Inc 73.89 

Harvey  Research  4.00 

Hygrade  Sylvania  Corp 21.50 

Keelox  Mfg.  Co 2.70 

Laing  Chevrolet  Co .75 

Landers,  Frary  and  Clark  25.75 

Edward  Lappin  23.97 

Liberty  Mutual  Ins.  Co 395.04 

Lincoln  Oil  Co 132.16 

A.  J.  Lindemann  & Hoverson  Co Cr.  102.89 

Littlefield-Greene,  Inc 10.62 

Malden  Crushed  Stone  Co.  67.03 

Malden  Motor  Parts  Co.  48.92 

Mass.  Gas  and  El.  Lt.  Sup.  Co 26.49 

Merchants  Tire  Co 5.75 

Milhender-Afes  Elec.  Co.,  Inc 195.85 

L.  E.  Muran  Co 54.63 

X.  E.  Tel.  & Tel.  Co.— Service  7.25 

N.  E.  Tel.  & Tel.  Co.— Const 143.09 

L.  B.  Philbrick  Co 12.08 

Ralph  Pill  Elec.  Sup.  Co 66.70 

Porcelier  Mfg.  Co .34 

A.  L.  Postman  26.48 

Railway  Express  Agency,  Inc 1.55 

Robeson-Royal  Service  Co .86 

Sager  Elec.  Supply  Co 14.80 

J.  F.  Sanborn  57.50 

Sessions  Clock  Co 5.27 

Simplex  Wire  and  Cable  Co 1,079.19 

Fred  F.  Smith,  Inc 87.78 

United  Motors  Service  3.25 

Universal  Fixture  Corp 12.$$ 

W.  R.  Van  Horn  4.25 
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Village  Press  12.60 

Virginia  Smelting  Co.  2.00 

Geo.  H.  Wahn  Co 40.57 

Geo.  H.  Wahn  Co. — Lamp  a/c  102.31 

Westinghouse  Elec.  & Mfg.  Co.  1.43 

Wetmore — Savage  Division  51.47 

Edwin  L.  Wiegand  Co Cr.  1.00 

Domenick  Zanni  3.00 

A.  E.  Borden  Co 3.62 

Boston  and  Maine  R.  R 4.75 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  35.00 

Brook’s  Express  8.60 

Chase,  Parker  & Co.,  Inc 5.61 

Coleman  Lamp  and  Stove  Co .29 

J.  J.  Costello  Co 8.94 

E.  B.  Currell  & Son  28.34 

Dockam’s  Express  4.75 

Eastern  Surgical  Supply  Co 27.00 

Earl  G.  Hobart  5.77 

Hookie’s  Auto  Service  37.86 

Jenkins  Bros 2.86 

Wm.  Kelch  & Son  3.00 

McDonald’s  Auto  Express  15.55 

H.  J.  Montgomery  3.50 

Palmer  Elec.  & Mfg.  Co 184.20 

C.  W.  Pierce  1.20 

Reading  Motor  Co 1.69 

Sargent’s  Express  .35 

Wagner  Electric  Corp Cr.  6.00 

C.  M.  Warner  Co 18.00 

Taylor  Calhoun  Co 102.34 


Total  $ 30,161.53 
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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

For  the  Year  Ended 


December  31,1  940 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


To  the  Citizens  of  Reading: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  submits  herewith  its  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1940. 

The  Board  reorganized  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  Town  Elec- 
tion. Wendell  P.  Davis  was  re-elected  Chairman  and  Harold  W.  Put- 
nam was  re-elected  Secretary.  Philip  Welch  was  reappointed  as  Super- 
intendent. 

Regularly  scheduled  meetings  were  held  in  the  Municipal  Building 
on  Friday  evenings  until  June  14,  when  the  Summer  schedule  of  meet- 
ing nights  became  effective,  the  Board  meeting  on  alternate  Monday 
nights  until  October,  when  the  regular  meeting  night  was  changed 
from  Fridays  to  Mondays.  Regular  meetings  will  be  held  on  Monday 
evenings  in  the  future.  Special  meetings  were  held  when  necessary. 
During  the  year,  thirty-two  public  hearings  were  held  after  due  notifi- 
cation and/or  publication  as  required  by  law.  These  hearings  covered 
street  layouts  and  relocations,  street  acceptances,  pole  locations,  sewer 
extensions  and  other  subjects. 

The  Board  has  held  several  joint  meetings  with  the  Special  Drain- 
age Committee.  The  Department  has  worked  jointly  with  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  on  the  preparation  of  plans  as  authorized 
by  the  Town  and  the  General  Court.  The  Board  has  attended  hearings 
at  the  State  House  held  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  as 
required  by  State  Law. 

We  believe  that  the  various  departments  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  have  operated  efficiently,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Town,  during  the  past  year,  carrying  out  the  policies  of  the  Board  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent. 

The  Pumping  Station  and  Iron  Removal  Plan  have  operated  well 
during  the  past  year  delivering  an  abundant  supply  of  clean,  pure  water 
into  the  distribution  system.  A large  check  valve  was  installed  in  the 
main  line  outside  the  Pumping  Station.  This  check  valve  will  prevent 
damages  to  the  interior  of  the  Pumping  Station  in  the  event  of  a break 
in  the  main  line.  Analyses  of  the  water  were  made  at  regular  intervals 
by  competent  engineering  consultants  as  well  as  by  regular  department 
employees. 

Increased  building  construction  in  1940  resulted  in  a large  increase 
in  water  main  extensions  and  also  in  the  number  of  house  services. 

Granolithic  sidewalk  installation  was  substantially  increased,  more 
applications  having  been  received  than  could  be  constructed  within 
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the  sidewalk  appropriation.  The  Board  is  fully  aware  of  the  need  of 
more  sidewalks  of  a permanent  nature  and  each  year  constructs  as 
many  permanent  sidewalks  as  the  yearly  appropriation  will  permit.  It 
is  also  aware  that  to  greatly  increase  the  yearly  amount  of  permanent 
sidewalk  construction  would  necessitate  large  increases  in  the  yearly 
appropriations.  The  continuous  yearly  construction  will,  in  time,  show 
a definite  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  sidewalks.  The  Board 
is,  however,  quite  willing  to  follow  the  dictates  of  the  Town  in  this 
matter  and  is  prepared  to  attempt  the  construction  of  more  permanent 
sidewalks  yearly,  if  the  Town  so  desires. 

Every  possible  effort,  within  the  financial  limitations  of  the  yearly 
appropriation,  was  made  to  improve  and  extend  the  facilities  of  the 
Parks  and  Playgrounds.  The  trend  toward  outdoor  recreational  activi- 
ties increases  yearly.  More  tennis  courts,  wading  pools,  baseball  aiid 
softball  diamonds  are  needed  if  the  demand  is  to  be  met.  The  present 
yearly  appropriation  for  Parks  and  Playgrounds  is  woefully  insufficient 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  citizens.  Use  of  relief  recipients  has  enabled 
the  Board  to  extend  the  Park  and  Playground  facilities  somewhat,  and 
to  better  maintain  the  existing  facilities,  not,  however,  to  the  extent 
of  meeting  the  popular  demand  for  increased  facilities. 

The  elimination  of  Chapter  ^90  construction  by  the  General  Court 
in  1940  curtailed  to  some  extent  the  work  of  the  .Department  in  the 
past  year.  It  is  expected  that  the  General  Court  will  provide  funds  for 
Chapter  90  construction  in  1941  and  1942. 

Increased  building  has  raised  an  increased  demand  for  street  better- 
ment construction.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  this  demand 
should  be  met  yearly  on  a “Pay  as  you  go”  policy.  Any  other  policy 
would  be  financially  imprudent. 

The  number  of  sewer  house  connections  made  yearly  is  steadily 
increasing.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  cost  of  sewer  house 
connections  may  now  be  apportioned  over  a period  of  years  thus  elim- 
inating the  necessity  of  the  property  owners  making  a deposit  in  full 
before  construction  starts  although  this  may  still  be  done  if  the  owner  so 
chooses. 

We  believe  that  this  report  and  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
giving  in  detail  the  accomplishments  and  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  for  1940,  contains  all  information  concerning 
this  Department  and  its  activities  that  the  interested  citizens  will  de- 
sire. The  Board  is  always  receptive  to  criticism  or  suggestions  of  a 
constructive  nature  designed  to  improve  the  methods  or  service  of  the 
several  departments  under  its  jurisdiction,  many  of  which  in  the  past 
have  proven  of  value. 
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The  Board  wishes  to  extend  its  thanks  to  the  other  Town  Depart- 
ments for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY, 
ALEXANDER  LINDSAY 
ALEXANDER  WILLIAMSON, 

Board  of  Public  Works. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

Gentlemen : 

As  required  by  Section  4,  Chapter  118  of  an  Act  authorizing  the 
Town  of  Reading  to  establish  a Board  of  Public  Works,  I respectfully 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (Water,  Highway,  Sewer  and  Park)  in- 
cluding a financial  report  of  each  department,  and  a chronicle  of  the 
principal  work  performed  with  recommendations  for  the  coming  year. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 


Maintenance  Account: 

Appropriation  and  Transfers  $ 53,027.81 

Expenditures : 

1.  Office  Maintenance: 

Pay  Roll  $ 2,188.30 

Supplies,  Printing,  etc 620.42 

Insurance  1,078.31 

$ 3,887.03 

2.  Pumping  Station  Costs  : 


Station  No.  1 Mill  St. 

Pay  Roll  $ 839.88 

Light,  Phone  and  Fuel 435.27 

Misc 10.37 
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$ 1,285.52 


Station  No.  2 Strout  Ave. 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,775.46 

Light  and  Power  5,435.48 

Heater  Oil  175.97 

Misc.  Supplies  and  Repairs  . . 292.62 


$ 7,679.53 


Filtration  Plant : 

Pay  Roll  $ 403.00 

Engineers,  Weston  & Sampson  300.00 

Misc.  Supplies  114.68 


$ 817.68 

3.  Maintenance  of  Meters  : 


Pay  Roll  $ 2,011.32 

Supplies  and  Misc 319.63 


$ 2,330.95 

4.  Maintenance  of  Service  Pipes : 


Pay  Roll  $ 1,465.99 

Supplies  and  Misc 1,071.29 


$ 2,537.28 

5.  Maintenance  of  Main  Pipes : 


Pay  Roll  $ 417.48 

Supplies,  Tools  and  Misc 172.60 

$ 590.08 

6.  Maturing  Bonds  $ 11,000.00 

7.  Bond  Interest  1,567.50 

8.  Truck  and  Equip.  Maint.  : 

Repairs  and  Misc.  Supplies $ 82.45 

Gas  and  Oil  388.24 
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Tires  and  Tubes 


69.20 


$ 539.89 

9.  Garage  Maintenance : 


Pay  Roll  $ 575.76 

Fuel  Oil  289.11 

Supplies  and  Misc 357.90 


$ 1,222.77 


10.  Main  Pipe  Construction: 


Pay  Roll  $ 5,388.31 

Pipe  8,082.49 

Check  Valve  Const 1,002.68 

Supplies  and  Fittings  924.78 

Tools  205.72 

Misc 210.18 


$ 15,814.16 


11.  Service  Pipe  Construction  : 


Pay  Roll  $ 1,140.28 

Pipe  917.23 

Supplies  and  Fittings  1,500.23 

Misc 51.55 


12.  Meter  Construction: 

New  Meters  

13.  Hydrant  Maintenance : 

Pay  Roll  

New  Hydrants  

Repairs  and  Misc 

14.  Miscellaneous  

Grand  Total  Expended  

Balance  December  31,  1940  


$ 3,609.29 


$ 832.65 


$ 260.24 

292.98 
248.70 

$ 801.92 

$ 545.83 

$ 55,062.08 
82.93 
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1940  Receipts 


Meter  Rates  $ 51,505.73 

Service  Pipe  Maintenance  339.43 

Service  Pipe  Construction  1,390.34 

Rent  180.00 

Fines  62.00 

Hydrant  Rental  5,562.00 

Hydrant  Repairs  19.78 

Drinking  Fountains  100.00 

Sprinklers  42.00 

Misc.  Sale  of  Junk  19.88 


Total  $ 59,221.16 

Total  Cost  of  Water  System  from  beginning 

to  January  1,  1940  $788,732.29 

Main  Extension-Maint.  Account  $ 15,814.16 

Meters  832.65 


$ 16,646.81 


Total  Cost  December  31,  1940  $805,379.10 


Water  Bonds  and  Interest 

There  were  $11,000.00  in  bonds  payable  in  1940. 

The  interest  on  serial  bonds  for  the  year  1940  amounted  to  $1,567.50. 
There  are  $10,000.00  in  bonds  and  $1,232.50  interest  due  in  1941  as 
follows : 


Payable 

Interest 

Bonds 

March  15,  1941  

$ 40.00 

April 

15,  1941  

380.00 

$ 

2,000.00 

June 

1,  1941  

245.00 

3,000.00 

Sfept. 

15,  1941  

40.00 

1,000.00 

Oct. 

15,  1941  

345.00 

4,000.00 

Dec. 

1,  1941  

182.50 

$ 1,232.50 

$ 

10,000.00 
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Rainfall  at  Pumping  Station 


Normal  Rain- 

Rain-Fall  in 

Excess  or 

Month 

Fall — Inches 

1940 — Inches 

Deficiency — 1940 

January 

3.41 

2.22 

— 1.19 

February 

3.29 

4.34 

+ 1.05 

March 

3.73 

3.68 

— .05 

April 

4.01 

4.65 

+ .64 

May 

2.92 

3.52 

+ .60 

June 

3.61 

2.41 

—1.20 

July 

3.31 

2.58 

— .73 

August 

3.32 

.80 

—2.52 

September 

3.82 

4.59 

+ .77 

October 

2.94 

1.05 

—1.89 

November 

3.18 

2.67 

+3.49 

December 

3.44 

2.73 

— .71 

Totals 

40.98 

39.24 

'sf 

7 

The  average  rainfall  for  Massachusetts  as  deduced  by  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  from  long  continued  observations  in 
various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  is  44.54  inches. 

As  may  be  seen  by  a table  in  this  report  showing  the  amount  of 
rainfall  for  the  years  1900-1940  inclusive,  the  average  rainfall  at  the 
Reading  Pumping  Station  No.  1 on  Mill  Street  is  40.98  inches. 

The  rainfall  in  1940  in  Reading  was  a deficiency  of  5.30  inches  com- 
pared with  the  State  observations  and  a deficiency  of  1.74  inches  com- 
pared with  the  Reading  Pumping  Station  observations. 

There  was  a deficiency  of  rainfall  in  the  months  of  January,  March, 
June,  July,  August,  October  and  December  of  8.29  inches,  and  an  excess 
in  the  months  of  February,  April,  May,  September  and  October  of 
6.55  inches,  comparing  each  month  with  an  average  rainfall  at  Reading 
Pumping  Station  between  the  years  1900-1940  inclusive. 

The  greatest  amount  of  rainfall  in  1940  for  any  one  month  was  in 
November,  with  a fall  of  6.67  inches ; in  any  one  day,  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 14,  1940  with  a fall  of  1.75  inches.  The  year’s  total  rainfall  of  39.24 
inches  was  5.76  inches  more  than  the  total  rainfall  of  1939,  which  was 
33.48  inches.  The  elevation  of  the  Hundred  Acre  Meadow  Pumping 
Station  is  approximately  80  feet  above  sea  level. 
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Table  Showing  Amount  of  Rain  and  Melted  Snow 


Day  of 
Month 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1 

T 

.02 

T 

T 

.09 

.07 

2 

T 

16 

.97 

1 . 10 

.05 

1.39 

3 

.28 

.06 

.19 

.02 

.03 

4 

1.17 

.17 

.82 

.03 

.27 

5 

T 

.15 

.48 

.01 

.09 

.01 

6 

.22 

.14 

.16 

7 

.01 

T 

.10 

8 

.02 

.54 

T 

.17 

9 

.05 

.26 

.05 

.10 

10 

1.16 

.07 

.17 

11 

.16 

T 

.03 

.07 

.72 

.07 

.06 

12 

.30 

1.03 

.10 

.06 

.85 

.14 

13 

.05 

T 

.98 

14 

1.65 

1.40 

.6 

1.75 

15 

T 

.33 

T 

.28 

.01 

16 

.io 

.02 

.94 

17 

.41 

.03 

1§ 

T 

. 16 

. 10 

19 

.08 

1.23 

.35 

.04 

.29 

.05 

20 

.16 

.16 

1 . 15 

.11 

.06 

T 

21 

T 

T 

.36 

.01 

.03 

1.58 

T 

22 

.07 

.26 

. 14 

T 

T 

T 

23 

.06 

.01 

. 15 

.01 

.02 

24 

.01 

T 

.28 

.52 

.06 

.02 

25 

T 

20 

.45 

.18 

1.26 

.01 

26 

!03 

. 19 

1.10 

.01 

27 

.04 

T 

. i2 

.07 

.02 

.07 

28 

.03 

.54 

. 19 

T 

.78 

29 

.05 

!oi 

.04 

.07 

.01 

.33 

30 

.80 

.05 

.23 

.03 

.50 

.26 

31 

T 

1.04 

.01 

Monthly 

Totals  . . 

2.22 

4.34 

3.68 

4.65 

3.52 

2.41 

2.58 

.80 

4.59 

1.05 

6.67 

2.73 

Totals 

to  Date. 

2.22 

6.56 

10.24 

14.89 

18.41 

20.82 

23.40 

24.20 

28.79 

29.84 

36.51 

39.24 
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Water  Department 


AMOUNT  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  YEARS  1900  TO  1940  INCLUSIVE 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1940 
Reading  Water  Department 
Reading,  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts 
General  Statistics 

Population  by  census  of  1940:  10,861. 

Date  of  Construction:  1890,  Mill  Street;  1931,  Grove  Street. 

By  whom  owned : Town  of  Reading. 

Sources  of  Supply:  Filter  Gallery  and  Artesian  Wells. 

Mode  of  Supply : (whether  gravity  or  pumping)  : Pumping. 

Pumping  Statistics 

Builders  of  Pumping  Machinery : Sullivan  Machine  Co.,  George  F. 
Blake  Mfg.  Co.,  Platt  Iron  Works,  DeLaval  Steam  Turbine  Co. 

Electric  Pumps  at  Grove  Street  Station 

Description  of  Pumps  : 

(A)  Pumping  Unit  No.  l-:-2-stage  5/4  DeLaval,  75  H.  P.  1750  R.  P. 
M.  3 phase  60  cycle,  440  volts,  650  G.  P.  M. 

(B)  Pumping  Unit  No.  2-:-2-stage  8/6  DeLaval,  125  H.  P.  1750  R. 
P.  M.  3 phase  60  cycle,  440  volts,  1000  G.  P.  M. 

K.  W.  H.  used  for  year : 310,000. 

Power  cost  for  year : $5,435.48. 

Total  Pumpage  by  Venturi  Meter:  245,786,000  gallons. 

Cost  of  Pumping  per  Million  Gallons,  Power  Only:  $22.11. 

Average  number  gallons  pumped  per  K.  W.  H. : 792.86. 

Cost  of  Pumping  figured  on  Total  Pumping  Station  No.  2 expenses  per 
Million  Gallons  Pumped:  $31.24. 

Cost  of  Filtration  per  Million  Gallons,  figured  on  Filtration  Plant  Ex- 
penses : $3.33. 

Total  cost  of  supplying  water,  per  Million  Gallons,  figured  on  Total 
Maintenance,  plus  Interest  on  Bonds : $99.06. 

Average  Static  Head  against  which  pumps  work : 227. 

Average  Dynamic  Head  against  which  pumps  work : 258. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Distribution  Mains 

Kind  of  Pipe : Cast  Iron,  Galvanized  Iron. 

Sizes  : 1*4  inches  to  12  inches. 

Extended:  1,685.00  feet  of  12”  Cast  Iron  Main,  1,374.10  feet  of  8” 

Cast  Iron  Main,  3,272.90  feet  of  6”  Cast  Iron  Main,  638.10  feet  of 
1^4  ” Galvanized  Iron  Main. 

Total  in  use  at  present:  50.83  miles  (6”  to  12’’). 

Cost  of  Maintenance  per  mile:  $11.61. 

Number  of  hydrants  added  during  year : 3. 

Number  of  Hydrants  in  use  (Public  and  Private)  : 312. 

Number  of  Stop  Gates  added  during  year : 15. 

Number  of  Stop  Gates  now  in  use : 825. 
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Number  of  Stop  Gates  smaller  than  4”:  152. 

Number  of  Blow  Offs  added  during  year : None. 

Number  of  Blow  Offs  now  in  use : 28. 

Range  of  Pressure  on  Mains : 45 — 90  lbs. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Suction  Mains 

Kind  of  Pipe : Cast  Iron. 

Sizes  of  Pipe : 16”,  12”,  10”,  8”. 

Total  number  of  feet  in  use:  116  feet  of  16”,  1270  feet  of  12”,  940  feet 
of  10”,  2,713  feet  of  8”.  Total— 5,039  feet. 

Gates  in  use  on  Suction  Mains:  1-16”,  4-12“,  3-8”,  92-2%”  Gates. 

Wells  in  use:  Line  A — 14  Wells;  Line  B — 17  Wells;  Line  C — 11  Wells; 
Line  D— 12  Wells ; Line  E—  9 Wells ; Line  F— 12  Wells ; Line  G— 
7 Wells;  Line  H— 8 Wells.  Total— 90  Wells. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Services 

Services : Kinds  of  Pipe : Cast  Iron,  Galvanized  Iron,  Lead  Lined,  Ce- 
ment Lined,  and  Copper  Tubing. 

Sizes : 24”  to  6”. 

Extended:  5,193.80  feet. 

Total  in  use:  41.91  miles. 

Number  of  active  service  taps  added  during  year:  92. 

Number  of  service  taps  in  use:  2,654. 

Average  length  of  services — 1940 : 56.45  feet. 

Average  cost  of  service  to  owner — 1940:  $16.50. 

Number  of  water  meters  tested:  415. 

Number  of  water  meters  repaired : 216. 

Number  of  water  meters  added : 82. 

Number  of  water  meters  junked : 7. 

Number  of  water  meters  now  in  use:  3,077. 


COMPARATIVE  TOTAL  PUMPAGE  DURING  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
1931  to  1940  inclusive 


Year 

Annual 

Pumpage 

(Gallons) 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

(Gallons) 

Average 

Daily 

Pumpage 

(Gallons) 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

(Gallons) 

Cost  per  Million 
Gallons  Pumped 
Figured  on  Total 
Maint.  and  Int. 
on  Bonds 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation 

1931 

144,923,924 

2,263,049  Dec. 

397,051 

6,206  Dec. 

211.95 

9,747 

1932 

161,609,500 

16,685,576  Inc. 

441,423 

44,372  Inc. 

120.73 

9,747 

1933 

171,847,300 

10,237,800  Inc. 

470,389 

28,966  Inc. 

113.22 

9,747 

1934 

221,260,400 

49,413,100  Inc. 

606,192 

135,803  Inc. 

115.05 

9,767 

1935 

248,075,400 

26,815,000  Inc. 

679 , 658 

73,466  Inc. 

90.61 

10,703 

1936 

249,110,100 

1,034,700  Inc. 

680,629 

971  Inc. 

100.70 

10,703 

1937 

212,484,400 

36,625,700  Dec. 

582,149 

98,480  Dec. 

129.81 

10,703 

1938 

213,853,400 

1,369,000  Inc. 

585,900 

3,751  Inc. 

122.24 

10,703 

1939 

245,937,000 

32,083,600  Inc. 

673,800 

87,900  Inc. 

106.93 

10,703 

1940 

245,786,000 

151,000  Dec. 

671,546 

2,254  Dec. 

99.06 

10,861 
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Chemical  and  Microscopic  Character  of  Raw  Water — 1940 

(Unfiltered — Direct  from  Tubular  Wells)  (Parts  per  Million) 
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MAIN  WATER  PIPE  EXTENSIONS 


Size  and  Length  of  Extension 


Street 

Section 

12" 

8" 

6" 

W 

Total 

John  Carver  Rd.. 

Priscilla  Rd.  to  Hartshorn  St.. 

787.9 

787.9 

Hartshorn  St 

John  Carver  Rd.,  Westerly.  . . 

188.5 

188.5 

Virginia  Rd 

32  Virginia  Rd.,  Westerly .... 

178.7 

178.7 

F Street 

Libby  Avenue,  Westerly 

170.6 

170  6 

Charles  St 

Main  St.  to  Pearl  St. . . 

1,374.1 

45.5 

1,419.6 

Grove  St 

Strout  Avenue,  Southerly .... 

517  0 

517.0 

Strout  Ave 

Grove  St.  to  Pump.  Sta.  #2. . . 

1,168.0 

1,168  0 

Vista  Ave 

14  Vista.  Ave.,  Easterly 

195.0 

195.0 

Wescroft  Rd 

West  St.,  Westerly 

467.0 

467.0 

Line  Rd 

77  Track  Rd.,  Easterly 

213.5 

213.5 

Barrows  Rd 

Lowell  St.,  Southerly 

154.0 

154.0 

Longfellow  Rd.  . . 

Weston  Rd.,  Northerly 

386.0 

386.0 

Coolidge  Rd 

Wescroft  Rd.,  Northerly 

225.8 

225.8 

Indiana  Ave 

25  Indiana  Ave.,  Northerly.  . . 

155.5 

155.5 

Granger  Ave 

10  Granger  Ave.,  Westerly — 

168.0 

• 

168.0 

Springvale  Rd.. . . 

Coolidge  Rd.,  Westerly  . . . 

319.5 

319.5 

Hampshire  Rd.  . . 

36  Hampshire  Rd.,  Easterly  . . 

78.0 

78.0 

Bond  St 

26  Bond  St.,  Northerly 

70.5 

70.5 

Pilerirn  Rd 

14  Pilgrim  Rd.,  Southerly .... 

48.0 

48.0 

High  St 

264  High  St.,  Northerly 

59.0 

59.0 

Totals 

1,685.00 

1,374.10 

3,272.90 

638.10 

6,970.10 

NEW  HYDRANTS  SET 


Make 

Location 

Gated 

Corey  . . 

Hartshorn  St.,  North  Side,  East  of  No.  52 

Yes 

Corey  . . 

Charles  St.,  North  Side,  Opp.  Harrison  St 

Yes 

Corey 

Charles  St.,  South  Side,  East  of  Main  Street 

Yes 

HYDRANTS  MOVED,  RAISED  OR  REPLACED 


Make 

Location 

Operation 

Make  Set 

Gated 

Chapman. . . . 

South  St.,  Qpp.  No.  291 

Replaced  Hydrant,  Gated 

Corey. . . . 

Yes 

Chapman  . . . 

Glen  Rd.,  North  Side,  Front 
of  No.  14 

Replaced  Hydrant,  Gated 

Chapman 

Yes 

Chapman  . . . 

Haverhill  St.,  West  Side, 
North  Corner  Wakefield 
St. 

Green  St.,  North  Side,  Front 
of  No.  18 

Replaced  Hydrant 

Co  ey. . . . 

Yes 

Corey 

Replaced  Hydrant,  Gated 

Chapman 

Yes 

Chapman  . . . 

Salem  St.,  North  Side,  West 
Corner  Bay  State  Rd. 

Raised,  Set  Back  and 
Gated 

Chapman 

Yes 

Corey 

Lewis  St.,  North  Side,  West 
of  No.  25 

Raised  Hydrant  1 foot.  . . 

Corey. . . . 

Yes 
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KIND  AND  SIZES  OF  METERS  IN  USE  JANUARY  1,  1941 


Make 

%" 

3/T 

1" 

IX" 

IX" 

2" 

3" 

4" 

8" 

Totals 

Nash 

1454 

13 

12 

1 

3 

3 

1486 

Hersey 

534 

11 

24 

6 

9 

7 

i 

i 

i 

594 

Empire 

257 

1 

2 

1 

2 

263 

Gamon 

182 

2 

184 

Pittsburg 

144 

i3 

2 

159 

Trident 

147 

2 

149 

Crown 

69 

2 

2 

3 

9 

85 

Lambert 

49 

2 

51 

Union 

46 

1 

i 

48. 

Worthington 

35 

i 

36 

Keystone 

1 

8 

9 

Federal 

8 

8 

Thompson 

2 

i 

3 

Columbia 

1 

1 

Gem 

i 

1 

Totals 

2929 

42 

46 

17 

17 

21 

3 

i 

i 

3077 

MAIN  PIPE  CONSTRUCTION 

Increased  activity  in  home  building  in  Reading  during  the  year  re- 
sulted in  substantial  expensions  of  water  mains.  Twenty  separate  ex- 
tensions were  made,  seventeen  of  which  were  4%  guarantee  installations 
to  service  newly  erected  houses,  one  was  a leplacement  and  extension 
of  an  existing  main,  and  two  were  extension  of  direct  supply  mains. 

The  seventeen  4%  guarantee  main  pipe  extensions  were  laid  to 
connect  thirty-six  newly  erected  houses  with  the  water  system.  Several 
new  developments  were  responsible  for  the  greater  number  of  new 
dwelling  houses,  the  larger  of  which,  Wescroft  Park,  connected  eleven 
new  water  services.  These  4%  extensions  ranged  in  length  from  48 
feet  to  787.9  feet,  the  longest  single  extension  being  on  John  Carver 
Road  to  Hartshorn  Street,  which  was  extended  in  three  sections. 

The  replacement  main  was  installed  on  Charles  Street,  from  Main 
to  Pearl  Streets.  The  existing  1%”  main,  which  was  “dead  ended”  on 
either  end,  was  replaced  with  an  eight  inch  cast  iron  main,  and  tied  in 
to  the  12’’  main  on  Main  Street  and  the  6”  main  on  Pearl  Street.  This 
main  extension  eliminates  two  “dead  end”  1*4  mains,  provides  improved 
circulation  of  water  in  the  entire  Salem-Charles-Haverhill-Pearl  Streets 
sector,  gives  greater  fire  protection  for  the  new  Pearl  Street  School,  and 
in  later  years  will  allow  an  8”  main  to  be  extended  on  Charles  Street 
to  connect  with  the  present  8”  main  on  Haverhill  Street  when  that 
section  of  Town  is  developed.  The  main  was  also  laid  prior  to  the 
reconstruction  of  Charles  Street  by  a State  Aid  W.  P.  A.  project,  to 
eliminate  necessity  of  excavating  the  new  roadway. 

The  12”  auxiliary  supply  main  to  Hundred  Acre  Pumping  Station, 
started  as  a W.  P.  A.  project  in  1938,  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1940. 
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W.  P.  A.  laborers  excavated  and  backfilled  the  trench,  the  pipe  being 
laid  and  jointed  by  Departmental  employees,  who  supervized  the  entire 
project.  The  completion  of  this  main  is  a valuable  addition  to  the 
water  distribution  system,  as  now  two  12’’  supply  mains  are  available, 
may  be  used  either  singly  or  jointly,  and  eliminates  the  formerly  exist- 
ing danger  of  a break  in  the  supply  main  cutting  off  the  Town  s water 
supply. 

As  of  January  1,  1941,  the  Reading  water  distribution  system  com- 
prises 50.83  miles  of  water  mains  in  sizes  6”  to  12”,  besides  other  mains 
of  smaller  size. 


Main  Pipe  Maintenance 

Twelve  main  pipe  breaks  occurred  during  the  year,  seven  of  the 
breaks  being  due  to  blown  joints,  three  were  caused  by  failures  of  lead 
goosenecks  on  1J4”  mains,  and  the  remaining  two  were  actual  breaks  in 

the  supply  mains. 

The  blown  joints  were  in  each  case  excavated  and  recalked ; the 
gooseneck  leads  removed  and  replaced  with  new  leads.  On  Hampshire 
Road,  blasting  of  ledge  in  a near-by  cellar  caused  a 6’,  main  to  split 
entirely  around  the  pipe.  A repair  sleeve  was  used  to  repair  this  break. 

' Friday  evening,  December  7,  a break,  caused  by  two  blown  joints: 
in  a fitting  in  the  12”  supply  main  in  the  check  valve  chamber  at  Hun- 
dred Acre  Station,  occurred  at  7 :30  P.  M.  The  pumps  in  the  statiori 
were  shut  off  immediately,  as  were  the  12”  main  gates.  Water  was 
pumped  from  the  check  valve  chamber,  the  fitting  replaced,  and  new 
joints  run.  While  this  work  was  still  under  way,  the  Police  Department 
cruising  car  at  1 :30  A.  M.  called  at  the  pumping  station  with  notification 
of  a break  on  Ash  Street. 

This  second  break  proved  to  be  a cracked  6’’  main  on  Ash  Street 
south  of  Cross  Street.  The  6”  main  on  Ash  Street  was  shut  off  at  Avon 
and  Brook  Streets,  the  broken  pipe  located  and  excavated,  and  a repair 
sleeve  installed.  The  6”  main  was  shut  off  from  2:00  A.  M.  to  11:00 
A.  M.,  causing  some  inconvenience  to  the  residents  of  that  section  of 
Ash  Street. 

The  break  in  the  check  valve  chamber  was  repaired  at  5:00  A.  M., 
and  the  pumps  turned  on.  The  cause  of  this  break  is  unknown,  but  may 
have  been  caused  either  by  vibrations  from  the  check  valve  closing  or 
by  the  back-surge  of  water  in  the  main  from  the  standpipes  when  the 
pumps  shut  down.  This  may  also  have  been  a contributing  factor  in 
the  Ash  Street  break,  although  a flaw  in  the  6”  main  might  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  latter  break.  The  standpipes  were  full  at  the  time  of 
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the  first  break,  and  no  water  shortage  was  imminent  during  the  entire 
repair  period. 

On  Pearl  Street  at  Charles  Street  intersection  it  was  necessary  to 
raise  48  feet  of  6”  main  to  pass  over  a W.  P.  A.  storm  water  drain  pro- 
ject. No  loss  of  water  service  to  consumers  was  caused  by  this  opera- 
tion, as  the  mains  were  by-passed  while  being  raised. 

A section  of  6”  main  on  Howard  Street,  west  of  West  Street,  was 
lowered  to  pass  under  a drain  culvert,  which  was  dropped  to  a lower 
level;  and  on  Parkman  (Private)  Road,  a 1 %”  main,  which  had  become 
frozen  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  was  excavated  and  lowered 
to  prevent  its  future  freezing. 


Service  Pioe  Construction  and  Maintenance 

The  marked  increase  in  dwelling  house  construction  in  Reading  in 
1940  is  illustrated  in  the  number  of  wrater  service  connections  made  to 
such  properties. 

In  1940,  a total  of  92  water  service  connections  were  made.  This 
is  a 33%  increase  over  the  number  of  services  installed  in  1939,  and  has 
not  been  exceeded  in  the  yearly  totals  since  the  boom  building  year  of 
1928,  when  96  services  were  installed.  Service  construction  records  of 
the  department  show  a gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  services  in- 
stalled from  96  in  the  year  1928  to  21  in  1934,  and  then  a steady  increase 
from  the  low  in  1934  to  the  present  total.  Prospects  for  1941  point  to 
a higher  number  of  water  services  than  in  1940,  with  at  least  two  new 
developments  besides  those  already  in  progress. 

Of  the  services  installed  in  1940,  eight  were  replacements  of  old 
services,  three  were  to,  structures  other  than  dwelling  houses,  and  81 
were  to  newly  erected  dwelling  houses.  Services  installed  in  1940  totaled 
5193.80  feet  in  length,  with  an  average  length  per  service  of  56.45  feet. 
The  average  cost  per  service  to  owners  was  $16.50.  As  of  January  1, 
1941,  there  are  41.91  miles  of  service  pipe  in  use  in  the  water  distribution 
system,  in  sizes  ranging  from  24’’  to  6”  and  a total  of  2654  service  taps 
are  in  use. 

Ten  services  developed  leaks,  in  streets  and/or  sidewalks,  in  some 
instances  caused  by  failure  of  gooseneck  leads,  in  others  by  pipe  failure. 
Extensions  were  made  to  two  existing  services,  and  one  34”  service 
was  relaid  with  1 *4”  pipe  to  improve  water  pressure.  One  other  ser- 
vice was  excavated  in  the  street  and  back-flushed  to  clear  sediments 
from  the  pipe.  In  six  instances  services  were  renewed  from  main  to 
stop.  On  Charles  Street,  all  services  formerly  connected  to  the  old  114” 
mains  were  changed  over  to  the  new  8”  main. 
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Due  to  the  prolonged  cold  wave  and  lack  of  snow  the  latter  part 
of  January  and  early  in  February  1940,  frost  entered  the  ground  to  a 
depth  of  four  or  more  feet,  depending  on  the  texture  of  sub-soil  in  dif- 
ferent locations.  This  caused  twenty  service  pipes  to  freeze  in  the  ground, 
as  well  as  four  1$4”  water  mains,  a condition  which  had  not  previously 
occurred  since  the  extremely  cold  winter  of  1933-1934.  On  several  of 
the  frozen  services  and  on  all  of  the  lj^”  mains,  it  was  necessary  to 
obtain  the  services  of  the  Municipal  Light  Department  electric  thawing 
outfit.  The  remainder  of  the  frozen  services  were  thawed  by  depart- 
mental employees  with  the  regular  thawing  outfits  of  block  tin  tubing, 
Johnson  pump,  and  hot  water.  After  thawing  the  services,  meters  were 
removed,  hoses  attached  to  silcocks,  and  the  water  allowed  to  run  con- 
tinuously to  prevent  re-freezing.  To  prevent  a recurrence  of  this  freez- 
ing, eight  of  the  most  susceptible  services  were  excavated,  lowered  and 
insulated  with  sheet-felt  packing. 

Maintenance  and/or  repair  work  was  necessary  on  79  water  services 
during  the  year.  On  23  of  these,  it  was  necessary  to  excavate  the  pipe 
at  or  near  the  cellar  walls,  remove  the  old  pipe,  and  replace  with  new. 
A total  of  56  cellar  shut-offs  or  Y valves  were  installed,  at  the  owners’ 
expense.  Several  repair  sleeves  were  installed  where  conditions  war- 
ranted their  use. 

A number  of  sidewalk  shut-offs  were  replaced,  and  curb  boxes  re- 
placed where  necessary.  Granolthic  sidewalk  construction  made  neces- 
sary the  replacement  of  many  curb  boxes. 


Meter  Maintenance 

A total  of  415  water  meters  were  tested  in  the  meter  department 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  216  meters  were  cleaned  and  repaired.  Thir- 
teen old  meters  were  replaced  with  new  meters,  and  7 were  junked.  New 
meters  wTere  set  on  69  new  services.  There  are  101  meters  in  the  meter 
room  from  services  temporarily  shut  off  from  unoccupied  houses.  Dur- 
ing the  cold  seasons  several  meters  were  damaged  by  freezing.  There 
are  now  in  use,  as  of  January  1,  3077  water  meters,  in  sizes  from  5/8”  to 
8”. 

The  annual  inspection  of  meter  boxes  was  made  and  meters  pro- 
tected from  freezing  by  insulation  with  felt  sheathing.  One  meter  box 
was  discontinued  and  the  meter  set  in  the  house  cellar ; one  meter  in 
a meter  box  was  raised  to  a higher  level. 

Fire  Hydrants 

Three  new  fire  hydrants  were  added  during  the  year,  two  on  the 
new  8”  Charles  Street  main,  the  other  on  a 6”  main  extension  on  Hart- 
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shorn  Street.  There  are  now  a total  of  312  fire  hydrants,  public  and 
private,  in  use. 

Four  hydrants  were  broken  by  automobiles  during  the  year;  two  of 
the  owners  of  the  vehicles  involved  reported  the  accidents  and  were 
billed  for  same ; the  other  two  were  hit  by  persons  unknown  and  were 
not  apprehended.  New  head  sections  and/or  barrels  were  necessary  to 
repair  the  broken  hydrants.  No  water  was  lost  from  any  of  the  breaks, 
the  hydrants  all  being  of  a shock-proof  type. 

Four  defective  hydrants  were  replaced  with  either  new  or  recon- 
ditioned hydrants,  one  hydrant  was  raised,  set  back  to  a safer  location 
and  gated,  and  one  hydrant  was  raised  to  meet  the  change  of  grade  of 
Lewis  Street. 

Water  pressures  at  each  hydrant  in  the  system  were  carefully  taken 
on  tested  and  approved  pressure  gauges,  and  recorded  in  the  files  of 
the  department. 

The  annual  Fall  inspection  of  fire  hydrants  was  made  and  minor  de- 
fects repaired,  such  as  plugged  drips,  bent  rods,  etc.  Brush  was  cut 
from  around  hydrants  on  outlying  streets,  stuffing  boxes  repacked,  oiled 
and  greased,  drips  blown  and  dug  when  needed,  and  painted  when  neces- 
sary. All  hydrants  in  system  are  in  good  working  condition. 

Well  System 

The  driven  well  system  was  not  added  to  during  the  year,  the  90 
wells  in  use  in  the  system  furnishing  an  abundant  supply  of  water  to  the 
pumping  station.  Although  a deficiency  of  rainfall  was  recorded  during 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  'daily  readings  of  water  levels 
taken  from  the  test  wells  showed  a continued  satisfactory  underground 
reserve. 

All  wells  in  the  well  system  were  washed  and  cleaned  twice  during 
the  year,  in  July  and  October  respectively.  Several  wells  found  to  be 
partially  sand-bound  were  pumped  individually  with  a well-pump  to  re- 
move the  sand.  On  Line  F,  it  was  found  necessary  to  excavate  and 
replace  a lead  well  connection.  Two  wells  on  Line  G were  found  to 
contain  air  leaks,  and  were  repaired. 

It  is  planned,  in  1941,  to  further  expand  the  driven  well  system 
by  the  installation  of  a new  suction  main  and  driven  wells. 


Filtration  Plant 

The  Iron  Removal  Plant  operated  efficiently  and  effectively  during 
the  year,  with  a total  output  of  245,786,000  gallons  of  aerated  and  filtered 
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water,  averaging  671,546  gallons  per  day,  at  a cost  of  $3.33  per  million 
gallons  filtered. 

Filter  beds  received  regular  attention  during  the  year,  each  bed 
being  raked  twice  and  scraped  twice  to  break  up  and  remove  films  of 
iron  deposits  on  filter  surfaces.  Filter  No.  1 was  also  back-blown  with 
water  pressure  once  to  break  up  deeper  imbedded  deposits.  The  ejector 
box  was  used  four  times  during  the  year,  to  wash  filter  sand. 


Standpipes 

No  repairs  were  required  or  made  to  either  standpipe  during  the 
year.  Due  to  a faulty  automatic  shut-off  device,  Auburn  Street  Stand- 
pipe overflowed  several  times  during  the  year.  This  condition  has  been 
corrected. 


PUMPING  STATIONS 


Hundred  Acre  Station 


This  station  operated  daily  during  1940,  averaging  thirteen  hours 
operation  per  day,  and  delivered  245,786,000  gallons  of  raw  water  to  the 
Iron  Removal  Plant  and  filtered  water  to  the  distribution  mains,  averag- 
ing 671,546  gallons  per  day,  at  a cost  of  pumping  figured  on  total  pump- 
ing station  expenses  of  $31.24  per  million  gallons  pumped.  The  greatest 
amount  pumped  in  any  one  day  was  on  Monday,  July  27,  with  a total 
pumpage  of  1,188,200  gallons.  The  greatest  amount  pumped  in  any  one 
week  was  from  August  12  to  August  18,  inclusive,  with  a total  pumpage 
of  6,762,800  gallons. 

Some  minor  repairs  were  made  to  the  pumping  equipment  in  the 
station.  The  vacuum  tank  and  sand  chamber  were  cleaned,  and  a glass 
telltale  gauge  installed  on  the  tank.  The  automatic  control  on  the 
switchboard  required  some  minor  repairs  and  overhauling.  The  rain 
gauge  located  since  1900  at  Mill  Street  Pumping  Station,  was  moved 
to  a new  location  at  Hundred  Acres. 

One  major  improvement  was  made  at  the  station  during  the  year, 
the  installation  of  a check  valve  on  the  12”  supply  main.  This  check 
valve,  located  in  a reinforced  concrete  valve  chamber  constructed  over 
the  supply  main  directly  in  front  of  the  station,  will  automatically  close 
in  event  of  a break  in  pumps  or  piping  inside  the  station,  and  protect 
the  station  from  possible  flooding.  The  check  valve,  three  12”  wheel 
gate  valves,  and  the  necessary  fittings  are  contained  in  this  chamber. 
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Mill  Street  Pumping  Station 


This  station  did  not  operate  during  the  year,  but  was  held  in  readi- 
ness for  a possible  emergency.  During  the  cold  seasons,  the  boilers  were 
kept  fired  to  prevent  freezing  and  damage  to  the  pumping  equipment. 

Acts  of  vandalism  continue  to  be  perpetrated  to  the  station  and  out- 
buildings. Windows  have  been  broken,  lead  and  copper  flashings  stolen 
from  roofs  and  gutters,  and  other  damages  caused. 

Maintenance  work  on  the  grounds  and  buildings  has  been  accom- 
plished, and  the  boilers  have  been  inspected  and  approved  by  the  State 
Department  of  Safety. 


General  Recommendations 

The  past  year  has  brought  very  few  complaints  caused  by  discolor- 
ed water.  Most  of  these  complaints  were  received  from  properties  lo- 
cated on  dead  end  mains  which  will  be  eliminated  as  fast  as  it  is  finan- 
cially posible  to  do  so. 

The  scarcity  of  complaints  caused  by  discolored  water  on  circulat- 
ing mains  shows  the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  the  Filter  Plant.  The 
water  now  delivered  to  the  mains  has  a very  low  iron  content.  The 
delivery  of  this  type  of  water  to  the  mains  for  the  past  four  years  has 
allowed  the  accumulation  of  previous  years  to  be  washed  through  the 
mains  resulting  now  in  the  delivery  of  clean,  pure,  colorless  water  to 
the  great  majority  of  properties.  Excavations  of  old  mains  have  shown 
the  pipes  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

The  increased  building  activity  has  brought  to  the  Department  an 
increased  demand  for  main  pipe  extensions  and  house  services.  It  na- 
turally follows  that  a greater  supply  of  water  will  be  needed.  It  will 
therefore  be  necessary  for  the  Department  to  constantly  expand  its 
well  system.  The  Department  plans  to  install  an  added  line  of  wells  in 
1941.  It  is  self-evident  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  constantly  expand  the 
well  system  as  a distribution  system  without  an  adequate  supply  would 
be  valueless. 

The  Bare  Hill  Standpipe  will,  necessarily,  have  to  be  emptied,  clean- 
ed, and  painted  both  inside  and  out  in  1941.  It  is  at  present,  in  rather 
poor  condition.  The  sedimentation  in  the  bottom  of  the  tank  has  reach- 
ed the  allowable  limit.  The  paint  is  cracked  and  if  not  renewed,  the  tank 
will  begin  to  rust. 

The  year  1940  showed  a marked  increase  in  the  activities  of  the 
Water  Department.  It  is  expected  that  1941  will  be  as  active  if  not 
more  so. 
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Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Highway  Department : 
Appropriations  voted  in  March  Town  Meeting: 

1.  Highway  Maintenance  and  Construction  $ 45,000.00 

2.  Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  17,000.00 

3.  Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  3,500.00 

4.  Sidewalk  Construction  7,000.00 

5.  Development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage  7,000.00 

6.  Care  of  Dumps  1,200.00 

7.  Construction  of  Vista  Avenue  570.50 

8.  Construction  of  Pinevale  Avenue  599.00 

9.  Construction  of  John  Carver  Road  2,710.00 

10.  Construction  of  Eaton  Street  1,520.00 

11.  Appropriation  for  Special  Labor  13,000.00 

12.  Purchase  of  Equipment  8,000.00 

13.  Construction  of  Harnden  and  Salem  Streets 2,200.00 

Appro.  Voted  at  Special  Town  Meeting  May  1,  1940 

14.  Construction  of  Lewis  Street  1,107.00 

15.  Received  from  State  and  County  for  Chap.  90  Maint.  . . 800.00 

16.  Credited  to  Highway  Dept,  for  Gas.  and  Mis.  Refunds  244.69 

17.  Credited  to  Snow  and  Ice — Misc.  Refunds  1.50 

18.  Transfer  to  Snow  and  Ice  from  Reserve  Fund  780.00 

19.  Transfer  to  Sidewalk  Account  from  Reserve  Fund  ....  1,600.00 


Grand  Total  $113,832.69 

Expenditures  and  Balances  of  the  above  Appropriations  : 

Item 

1.  Highway  Dept. — Appropriation  for  Maint.  and  Const.  $ 45,000.00 

15.  Received  from  State  and  County  for  Chap.  90  Maint.  . . 800.00 

16.  Gasoline  and  Misc.  Refunds  244.69 


Total  $ 46,044.69 
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Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 19,879.58 

General  Repairs  3,637.53 

Road  Material  12,253.32 

Chap.  90  Maintenance  1,200.00 

Curbing  1,173.79 

Misc.  Supplies  and  Tools  7,897.48 


Total  Expended  $ 46,041.70 

Balance  Unexpended  $ 2.99 

2.  Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  $ 17,000.00 

17.  Misc.  Refund  1.50 

18.  Transfer  from  Reserve  780.00 


Total  $ 17,781.50 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 12,035.87 

Plowing  and  Hauling  Snow  2,951.27 

Repairs  and  Supplies  2,793.92 


Total  Expended 


$ 17,781.06 


Balance  Unexpended  .44 

3.  Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  $ 3,500.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 3,055.25 

Supplies  444.75 


Total  Expended  $ 3,500.00 

Balance  Unexpended  .00 

4.  Sidewalk  Maintenance  and  Construction  $ 7,000.00 

19.  Transfer  from  Reserve  1,600.00 


$ 8,600.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 6,056.69 

Supplies  and  Misc 2,543.31 


Total  Expended  $ 8,600.00 


Balance  Unexpended 


.00 
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5.  Development  of  Storm  Water  Drainage  $ 7,000.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 3,127.58 

Pipe  and  Misc.  Supplies  3,872.29 

Total  Expended  $ 6,999.87 

Balance  Unexpended  .13 

■6.  Care  of  Dumps  $ 1,200.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,179.27 

Misc 19.34 

Total  Expended  $ 1,198.61 

Balance  Unexpended  1.39 

7.  Construction  of  Vista  Avenue  $ 570.50 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 390.60 

Supplies  179.90 

Total  Expended  $ 570.50 

Balance  Unexpended  .00 

8.  Construction  of  Pinevale  Avenue  $ 599.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 395.15 

Supplies  203.85 

Total  Expended  $ 599.00 

Balance  Unexpended  .00 

9.  Construction  of  John  Carver  Road  $ 2,710.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,569.38 

Supplies  1,140.62 

Total  Expended  $ 2,710.00 

Balance  Unexpended  .00 
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10.  Construction  of  Eaton  Street  

$ 

1,520.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  

$ 

819.24 

Supplies  

700.76 

Total  Expended  

$ 

1,520.00 

Balance  Unexpended  

.00 

11.  Appropriation  for  Sp'ecial  Labor  ... 

$ 13,000.00- 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  

$ 11,000.00 

Transfer  to  Welfare  Dept 

2,000.00 

Total  Expended  

$ 13,000.00 

Balance  Unexpended  

.00 

12.  Purchase  of  Equipment  

$ 

8,000.00 

Expended : 

Equipment  

$ 

7,997.58 

Total  Expended  

$ 

7,997.53 

Balance  Unexpended  

$ 

2.42 

13.  Construction  of  Salem  and  Harnden 

Streets  . . 

$ 

2,200.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  

$ 

24.35 

Total  Expend'ed  

$ 

24.35 

Balance  Unexpended  

$ 

2,175.65 

14.  Construction  of  Lewis  Street  

$ 

1,107.00 

Expended : 

Pay  Roll  

$ 

687.03 

Supplies  

419.97 

Total  Expended  

$ 

1,107.00 

Balance  Unexpended  .00 
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TOTALS 


Items 

Appro,  and 
Tranfers 

Expended 

Balance 

1-15-16 

$ 46,044.69 

$ 46,041.70 

$ 2.99 

2-17-18 

17,781.50 

17,781.06 

.44 

3 

3,500.00 

3,500.00 

.00 

4-19 

8,600.00 

8,600.00 

.00 

5 

7,000.00 

6,999.87 

.13 

6 

1,200.00 

1,198.61 

1.39 

7 

570.50 

570.50 

.00 

8 

599.00 

599.00 

.00 

9 

2,710.00 

2,710.00 

.00 

10 

1,520.00 

1,520.00 

.00 

11 

13,000.00 

13,000.00 

.00 

12 

8,000.00 

7,997.58 

2.42 

13 

2,200.00 

24.35 

2,175.65 

14 

1,107.00 

1,107.00 

.00 
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Road  construction  in  1940,  due  to  lack  of  State  and  County  (Chap- 
ter 90)  aid,  was  confined  to  Chapter  83  Betterment  Construction,  which 
resulted  in  the  construction  of  five  new  public  ways.  Charles  Street 
was  laid  out  and  relocated  by  the  County  Commissioners  and  a W.P.A. 
Farm  to  Market  road  construction  project  approved  for  the  actual  en- 
actment of  the  relocation.  As  work  on  this  project  did  not  begin  until 
December  26,  1940,  no  report  of  progress  is  given  at  this  time. 

Granolithic  sidewalk  construction  was  furthered  substantially  on 
many  streets,  as  was  the  installation  of  granite  curbing.  All  instances 
of  granolithic  sidewalk  construction  abutting  private  properties  was  on 
application  of  propert}"  owners,  who  paid  half  the  cost  of  construction 
under  the  Betterment  Act.  The  same  was  true  of  granite  curbing  in- 
stallations, except  for  corner  radius  curbing. 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  funds  were  available  for  certain  streets, 
and  much  maintenance  work  was  accomplished  thru  regular  appropria- 
tions. Street  excavations  for  the  installation  of  water,  sewer,  gas, 
drains,  etc.,  were  above  normal,  and  necessitated  much  K.P.  and  black 
top  patching.  The  highways  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition, 
and  are  standing  up  well  under  increased  traffic  loads. 

The  major  accomplishments  of  the  Highway  Department  for  1940 
of  work  of  a permanently  constructive  nature,  separated  into  the  dif- 
ferent phases  of  work  done,  is  briefly  outlined  in  the  following  report : 
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Snow  and  Ice 


Snow  storms,  each  depositing  an  accumulation  of  1 inch  or  more 
of  snow  in  1940  were  eight  in  number,  five  of  which  required  highway 
plowing.  Besides  these  eight  recorded  storms,  several  of  minor  import, 
classed  as  “traces”  only,  occurred.  The  following  table  illustrates  the 
snow-fall  during  1940. 

Recorded  Snow  Storms — 1940 


Snowfall  Wind 


Date 

Inches 

Temperature 

Dir. 

Force 

Remarks 

January 

5 

214” 

+22° 

N.W. 

Light 

Not  Plowed 
sanded  only 

January 

12 

3” 

+20° 

S.W.  to 
West 

Light  to 
Moderate 

Light  plow 
units  only 
used 

January 

19 

w 

+20° 

N.W. 

Light  to 
Moderate 

Not  plowed 
sanded  only 

January 

24 

1” 

+24° 

S.W. 

Light 

Not  plowed 
sanded  only 

February 

14-15 

16” 

+26° 

N.E. 

Strong  to 
Full  gale 

Plowed 

February 

19-20 

10” 

+30° 

N.E. 

Moderate  to 
Half  gale 

Plowed 

November  26  - 27 

11”  +24°  to  +4° 

N.E. 

Light  to 
Moderate 

Plowed 

December 

Total 

4-  5 

6” 

51J4” 

+ 19° 

N.  W. 

Light  to 
Moderate 

Plowed 

Of  the  first  four  snowstorms  in  1940,  but  one  required  plowing, 
that  of  January  12.  With  an  accumulation  of  only  three  inches,  heavy 
truck  plow  units  were  not  used,  the  lighter  units  covering  their  own 
and  heavy  plow  routes.  Following  this  storm,  rising  temperatures  and 
torrential  rain-fall  melted  the  season’s  accumulated  snow-fall,  and 
caused  many  frost  cavities  and  cave-ins,  which  were  gravel — and  K.P. 
patched  as  reported.  This  thaw  was  followed  by  extremely  cold  weather, 
which  continued  for  several  days.  Sanding  was  necessary  continually 
until  the  thaw,  caused  by  packed  snow  from  previous  storms. 

The  first  storm  of  major  importance,  which  also  proved  to  be  the 
heaviest  snow-fall  of  the  year,  occurred  on  February  14  and  15. 
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Snow  started  falling  early  in  the  afternoon  of  February  14,  but  did 
not  accumulate  appreciably  until  6:00  P.  M.  Wind  N.E.,  strong  and 
gusty;  Temperature  26°,  Barometric  pressure  29.80  inches  and  falling 
slowly. 

As  the  evening  advanced,  snow  fell  more  heavily  and  the  wind  in- 
creased to  half-gale  force,  driving  fine,  hard-powdered  snow  before  it. 

Truck  plows  started  on  their  routes  at  7 :00  P.  M.  with  approx- 
imately 3 inches  of  snow  on  the  ground.  The  wind,  which  had  increased 
in  velocity,  attained  the  rating  of  a full  gale,  drifting  snow  badly  and 
nullifying  in  many  instances  the  work  of  the  plows.  It  soon  became 
evident  that  main  traveled  roadways  would  require  the  efforts  of  all 
plow  units  if  they  were  to  be  kept  passable,  and  roads  of  secondary 
importance  were  plowed  and  then  temporarily  abandoned.  All  main 
traveled  roadways,  however,  and  most  secondary  roads,  were  passable 
at  all  times  during  the  storm  to  vehicular  traffic. 

Parked  and  stalled  automobiles,  trucks  and  passenger  busses  .be- 
came an  annoying  and  aggravating  hindrance  to  plowing  as  the  storm 
progressed.  The  fine  snow,  wind-driven,  short  circuited  the  distributor 
heads  and  ignition  systems  of  many  cars,  stalling  them  often  in  the 
middle  of  the  roadways  where  they  were  abandoned  by  their  owners. 
A fine  glaze  of  ice  formed  on  street  surfaces  under  the  snow,  causing 
other  cars  to  become  snow-bound  after  stalling.  These  cars  also,  in 
most  instances,  were  left  where  they  stood.  A section  of  Salem  Street, 
from  Bay  State  Road  to  Line  Road,  was  at  one  time  completely  blocked 
with  stalled  passenger  cars,  trucks,  and  Eastern  Mass.  Street  Railway 
Busses. 

Snow  stopped  falling  in  mid  morning  of  February  IS.  Although 
the  high  winds  and  drifted  snow  prevented  an  accurate  measurement, 
it  was  estimated  that  16  inches  of  snow  had  fallen,  drifted  in  places  to 
heights  of  eight  feet. 

Plows  were  sent  out  in  tandem,  with  a heavy  unit  breaking  a lane, 
followed  by  a lighter  unit  widening  out  and  cleaning  up.  By  midnight 
February  15,  all  roads  with  the  exception  of  possibly  a half-dozen  side 
roads  were  passable;  by  midnight  February  16,  all  roads  were  cleanly 
plowed.  No  major  breakdowns  of  equipment  occurred. 

Snow  removal  work  was  started  at  12:00  noon  February  15,  with 
the  Square  entirely  cleaned  by  6:00  A.  M.  February  17.  Haven  Street, 
Post  Office  Square,  Churches,  Gas  Stations,  and  intersections  were  next 
cleaned  of  snow,  this  work  continuing  through  Monday,  February  19. 
On  February  15,  a total  of  196  men  were  employed  in  snow  work. 

Truck  plow  units  and  the  bulldozer  were  used  to  widen  out  roads 
and  push  back  snow  at  intersections  through  Sunday,  February  18,  with 
mild  weather  thawing  the  snow  on  the  streets  and  causing  slushy  con- 
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ditions.  Despite  the  warm  melting  weather,  strong  winds  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  caused  some  little  drifting  on  outlying  streets,  such  as 
Franklin,  Grove,  and  Forest  Streets.  By  Sunday  night,  February  18, 
all  roads  were  widened  to  full  widths  and  for  the  most  part  were  bare. 
Horse-drawn  and  tractor  sidewalk  plows  were  used  continuously  from 
7:00  A.  M.  to  10:00  P.  M.  daily  February  16  and  17.  With  each  horse- 
plow  unit  a crew  of  four  men  were  assigned,  to  break  through  drifts 
and  clear  up  after  the  plow  went  by.  While  this  method  was  neces- 
sarily slow  work,  with  sidewalks  in  many  instances  buried  four  to  five 
feet  deep  under  drifted  snow  and  snow  piled  on  sidewalks  by  truck  plow 
units,  the  horse-plows  did  good  work  and  completed  all  but  a small  frac- 
tion of  their  routes. 

The  tractor  sidewalk  plows  had  not  completed  their  routes  by  mid- 
afternoon February  17,  when,  due  to  many  complaints  from  property 
owners,  because  of  driveways  and  walks  being  filled  with  snow  by  the 
tractor  plows,  the  sidewalk  plowing  was  stopped.  Sunday  and  Monday, 
February  18  and  19,  tractor  plows  were  sent  over  main  highways  with 
a crew  of  six  men  to  each  tractor  shoveling  out  driveways  and  walks. 

On  Saturday,  February  17,  the  State  W.P.A.  authorities  declared 
an  emergency  condition  because  of  the  storm  and  assigned  a crew  of 
approximately  25  men  for  snow  removal  wrork.  These  men  worked 
eight  hours  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  February  17,-18,-19,  and 
were  used  to  open  catch  basins,  shovel  out  fire  hydrants,  and  shovel  out 
private  ways,  under  the  direction  of  Departmental  employees. 

t No  serious  breakdowns  occurred  during  the  storm,  the  major  prob- 
lem being  chain  trouble.  Truck  tire  chains  were  continually  breaking 
throughout  the  storm,  due  mostly  to  a hard,  flinty  film  of  ice  on  the 
roads  under  the  snow,  which  made  traction  difficult. 

During  the  storm,  several  emergencies  occurred,  such  as  sickness, 
maternity  cases,  funerals,  fuel  shortages,  etc.  These  were  given  imme- 
diate attention  in  all  instances. 

This  storm  was  followed  by  a second  heavy  snow-fall  on  February 
19-20. 

Snow  started  falling  lightly  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  February  19. 
Temperature  30°,  Barometric  pressure  30.2  inches,  Wind  N.E.  light  to 
moderate.  Snow  did  not  accumulate  until  8 :00  P.  M.,  when  the  truck 
plow  units  were  again  sent  out  to  cover  their  routes.  The  wind  had 
increased  in  velocity  and  the  snow-fall  in  volume,  causing  conditions 
similar  to  those  of  February  14-15  except  that  the  snow  on  this  storm 
was  moist  and  heavy.  In  fact,  the  Boston  Weather  Bureau  reported 
that  the  snow  in  this  storm  weighed  10.8  pounds  per  cubic  foot,  which 
is  much  above  the  average  weight. 
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Because  of  the  fact  that  the  snow  of  the  previous  storm  had  been 
pushed  well  back  from  the  roadways,  it  was  possible  to  dispose  of  the 
new  snow  readily.  Although  heavy,  the  snow  handled  easily  and  packed 
solidly  when  plowed,  sticking  to  the  prior  snow-banks  and  not  falling 
back  on  the  roadways  as  happened  in  the  previous  storms. 

Snow  continued  in  intensity  through  the  night  of  February  19-20, 
and  also  lightly  through  the  following  day  and  night,  although  the  heav- 
iest accumulation  occurred  the  night  of  February  19-20.  Approximately 
10  inches  of  snow  fell  during  this  storm. 

Snow  was  again  removed  from  the  Square  and  business  sections 
starting  at  10:00  A.  M.  February  20,  and  the  Square  was  cleaned  of 
snow  by  7 :00  P.  M.  the  same  day.  Snow  removal  work  continued,  with 
a large  crew  of  extra  men  and  hired  trucks,  through  the  week,  includ- 
ing the  holiday. 

Horse-drawn  plows  were  used  only  on  private  ways  during  this 
storm,  augmented  by  shovelers.  The  snow  was  so  heavy  that  “winging- 
out”  of  the  wooden  plows  was  difficult,  requiring  much  shoveling. 

Tractor  sidewalk  plows  were  used  to  open  sidewalks  on  main 
arteries,  accompanied  by  crews  of  shovelers  opening  driveways  and  foot 
paths. 

Freezing  weather  February  22-23,  caused  icy  conditions  on  sections 
of  streets  and  sidewalks,  requiring  sanding.  For  the  most  part,  how- 
ever; the  roadways  were  bare  of  ice  and  snow. 

This  proved  to  be  the  last  snow  storm  of  the  1939-1940  season,  the 
next  storm  occurring  on  November  26-27,  1940,  which  was  the  first 
storm  of  the  1940-1941  season. 

Snow  started  falling  at  11 :30  P.  M.  Tuesday,  November  26,  1940. 
Temperature  24°,  Wind  North-East,  light  to  moderate. 

Snow  did  not  accumulate  appreciably  until  1 :00  A.  M.,  when  \y2 
inches  had  fallen.  Precipitation  increased  rapidly  from  1 :00  A.  M.  on, 
and  at  2 :00  A.  M.  the  ploughing  crews  were  called  out,  to  rig  and  op- 
erate the  truck  and  tractor  plow  units. 

The  first  truck  plow  started  out  at  3 :30  A.  M.,  the  other  units  start- 
ing as  fast  as  they  could  be  rigged ; the  last  truck  unit  starting  at  5 :30 
A.  M.  By  6 :00  A.  M.  approximately  nine  inches  of  snow  had  fallen, 
and  still  continuing.  All  main  roads  had  been  opened  by  7 :00  A.  M., 
although  the  plowing  strength  of  the  Department  was  weakened  by  the 
absence  of  three  plow  units  undergoing  repairs. 

These  three  missing  units  were  not  available  during  the  early  hours 
of  snow  removal,  although  two  of  them  were  returned  during  the  storm, 
and  put  in  operation.  Because  of  the  absent  truck  plow  units,  the 
available  trucks  were  each  assigned  to  a portion  of  the  absentees’  routes, 
and,  while  slowing  up  the  ploughing  somewhat,  all  routes  were  com- 
pleted and  widened  by  noon  on  Wednesday. 
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The  three  hired  truck  plow  units  were  called  out  at  1 :00  A.  M. 
Wednesday,  but  as  none  of  the  trucks  were  rigged  for  plowing,  includ- 
ing push  frames  or  hangers,  they  did  not  start  operating  until  7 :00  A. 
M.,  and  Department  plow  units  were  obliged  to  fill  in  on  these  three 
routes  also. 

Sidewalk  plow  units  were  late  in  starting.  The  Cletrac  sidewalk 
tractor  was  ready  to  plow  at  5 :30  A.  M.,  and  plowed  sidewalks  adja- 
cent to  the  Square,  Haven  Street,  and  the  railroad  station.  The  Cater- 
pillar sidewalk  tractor  was  under  repair,  and  did  not  start  until  noon 
Wednesday.  Horse-drawn  sidewalk  plows  had  not  been  delivered  to  the 
various  horse  owners,  and  were  in  storage  at  the  garage.  These  plows 
were  speedily  assembled,  loaded  on  a truck,  and  delivered;  the  last  of 
these  nine  plows  were  placed  at  10:00  A.  M.  Wednesday,  and  started 
over  their  respective  routes. 

Snow  stopped  falling  near  noon  Wednesday,  with  an  accumulation 
of  approximately  11  inches  of  semi-wet,  semi-granular  snow,  of  sticky 
texture.  Because  of  the  Thanksgiving  shopping  rush,  work  was  started 
at  9:30  A.  M.  on  snow  removal  from  the  Square,  with  a crew  of  35  extra 
men  and  10  hired  trucks.  The  Square  was  cleaned  of  snow  at  noon 
Wednesday,  to  the  satisfaction  of  shoppers  and  tradesmen.  Snow  re- 
moval work  continued  until  midnight  Wednesday  at  which  time  all  of 
the  regularly  serviced  locations,  i.e.  Post  Office  Square,  Haven  Street, 
Main  Street,  all  churches,  etc.,  had  been  cleared  of  snow.  A crew  of 
18  extra  men  and  6 Department  trucks  worked  from  7 :30  A.  M.  to  12  :00 
noon  on  Thanksgiving  Day  removing  snow  from  several  locations.  Snow 
removal  work  from  gasoline  stations,  intersections,  and  Pleasant  Street 
continued  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  was  completed  Saturday  after- 
noon. 

The  temperature,  in  the  20’s  during  the  storm,  dropped  rapidly  on 
Thanksgiving  evening  to  near  zero  on  Friday  morning.  This  freezing 
required  sanding  of  icy  streets  continually  until  Friday  night,  when  ris- 
ing temperatures  softened  the  ice. 

Saturday,  November  30,  the  temperature  continued  rising,  and  the 
combined  effects  of  traffic  and  sun  bared  streets  and  sidewalk  surfaces. 

No  major  breakdowns  of  equipment  occurred  during  the  storm,  and 
all  units  operated  efficiently.  The  only  difficulty  encountered  was  the 
lack  of  labor  available  for  snow  shoveling,  very  few  extra  men  report- 
ing for  work  at  any  time  during  the  storm  period.  This  no  doubt  was 
due  to  the  increased  amount  of  private  and/or  defense  program  re- 
employment, as  a number  of  the  men  usually  available  were  missing. 

The  last  storm  in  1940  occurred  on  December  4 and  5. 

Snow  storm  started  Wednesday,  December  4,  1940,  at  7:30  P.  M. 
Temperature  19°,  Wind  North  West,  light  to  moderate — Barometer  30.2 
inches  and  steady. 
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By  midnight  2 inches  of  snow  had  fallen,  and  still  accumulating 
slowly.  By  7 :00  A.  M.  Thursday  3 inches  of  snow  had  fallen  and  pre- 
cipitation slight. 

Plows  were  not  called  out  during  the  night,  although  sanding  was 
necessary  up  to  midnight  and  also  in  the  early  morning. 

At  8 :00  A.  M.  Thursday  snow  again  started  to  fall,  with  slight  but 
steady  accumulation.  Plows  were  sent  out  at  noon-time  and  quickly 
covered  their  routes.  Hired  plow  units  were  not  employed  in  this  storm, 
Department  equipment  taking  over  their  routes.  Business  area  was  not 
plowed.  All  plow  units  were  in  by  6 :00  P.  M.,  although  sanding  con- 
tinued until  late  at  night.  Sidewalk  plow  units,  both  horse-drawn  and 
tractor,  also  covered  their  routes  in  scheduled  time.  The  snow  was 
light  and  readily  handled.  Lack  of  frost  caused  some  damage  to  dirt 
sidewalks. 

The  Square  was  plowed  early  Friday  morning,  December  6,  and 
rising  temperatures  obviated  any  necessity  of  snow  removal.  The  con- 
tinued mild  weather  had  removed  all  ice  and  snow  from  street  surfaces 
by  December  31,  1940,  and  the  ground  was  bare,  with  very  little  frost. 

No  major  break  down  of  rolling  equipment  occurred  during  the 
year.  All  plow  units  were  carefully  inspected  after  each  storm  and  put 
in  readiness  for  the  next  plowing  period. 

Snow  fences  were  erected  in  season  and  dismantled,  repaired  and 
stored  during  the  summer  months.  Wooden  horse-drawn  sidewalk 
plows  were  gone  over  thoroughly,  broken  or  weakened  parts  renewed 
and/or  strengthened,  and  several  new  plows  were  constructed  by  De- 
partment craftsmen  in  the  garage  repair  shop,  at  a lesser  cost  than  by 
purchasing  new  plows. 

The  plowing  strength  of  the  Department  now  comprises  the  fol- 
lowing plow-mounted  equipment:  Three  5-ton  Sterling  trucks,  one  5- 
ton  Walters  truck,  one  crane  truck,  one  air  compressor  truck,  and  two 
1 34-ton  dump  body  trucks,  three  iy2-ton  hired  trucks,  two  sidewalk 
tractors,  and  nine  horse-drawn  sidewalk  plows. 


General  Highway  Maintenance 

Particularly  severe  and  extended  cold  weather,  together  with  lack 
of  snow  covering,  caused  frost,  during  January  and  the  first  two  weeks 
of  February,  to  enter  the  ground  to  depths  of  over  four  feet,  depending 
on  texture  of  sub-soil.  This  frost  was  very  slow  to  thaw,  and  on  March 
11  the  ground  was  still  frozen  to  a depth  of  two  feet.  Heavy  and  con- 
tinuous rain-fall  during  the  latter  part  of  March,  April  and  May  drew 
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this  frost  from  the  ground,  causing  street  surfaces  to  break  rather  badly 
in  certain  “springy”  sections.  For  the  most  part,  however,  street  sur- 
faces came  through  the  hard  winter  in  fair  condition. 

Spring  roadway  applications  of  road  oil,  delayed  by  cold,  rainy 
weather,  was  begun  on  June  4,  and  continued  daily,  weather  permitting, 
until  early  in  August.  The  Adams  Road  Hone  was  used  to  shape  up, 
crown,  and  slope  sections  or  entire  lengths  of  fifteen  streets,  and  on  nine 
other  streets  it  was  necessary  to  scarify,  grade,  and  roll  rough  and  un- 
even street  surfaces.  Streets  honed  by  the  Road  Hone  in  previous 
years  are  retaining  the  proper  crown  and  slope  necessary  for  efficiently 
drained  and  maintained  roadways.  A new  mechanical  unit  was  added 
to  the  road  construction  equipment  of  the  Department  in  1940 — an 
Adams  powered  road  grader.  This  unit  is  equipped  with  scarifier  picks 
and  a grading  blade ; replaces  the  old  system  of  a tractor-drawn  hand 
operated  road  machine,  and,  in  some  instances,  does  the  work  of  the 
road  roller  in  relation  to  scarifying.  The  grader  was  used  successfully 
on  maintenance  work.  During  the  year,  a total  of  123,856  gallons  of 
road  oil  was  applied  to  street  surfaces  during  roadway  maintenance 
operations. 

Gravel  patching  was  necessary  as  a temporary  repair  measure  on  a 
number  of  streets  in  the  wet  season,  to  fill  frost  boils,  sunken  trenches, 
etc.  When  dry  weather  prevailed,  these  patches  were  replaced  with  a 
more  permanent  cold  patch  mix.  K.P.  patching  was  carried  on  exten- 
sively throughout  the  year,  with  gravel,  sand  and  pea  stone  used  as  a 
base  for  the  patching  mixture.  A total  of  4,980  gallons  of  cold  patch 
liquid  was  used  in  the  work,  and  ten  tons  of  prepared  commercial  ready 
mixed  patching  material. 

During  the  Fall  and  Winter  months,  brush  was  cut  from  the  road- 
sides on  many  outlying  streets  to  increase  visibility  and  eliminate  traffic 
hazards. 


Chapter  90  Maintenance 

Lowell  Street  and  Haverhill  Street  were  surfaced-treated  through 
Chapter  90  Maintenance  allotments.  Lowell  Street,  from  High  Street 
to  Middlesex  Avenue,  received  applications  of  asphalt,  was  pea  stone 
covered,  and  rolled,  resulting  in  a hard  finished  semi-permanent  surface. 
Sections  of  Haverhill  Street  were  sealed,  sand  covered  and  honed ; and 
road-shoulders  cut  out  and  widened  with  the  power  grader.  Brush  was 
also  cut  on  the  roadsides.  Stone  penetration  patching  and  seal  was 
also  accomplished  on  Charles,  Chute,  Haven  Streets  and  Copeland 
Avenue. 
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The  following  listed  streets  were  accepted  as  public  town  ways 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  83,  Section  26,  General  Laws,  which 
statute  authorizes  the  assessment  of  betterments  for  road  construction, 
at  the  Annual  and  a Special  Town  Meeting. 

STREETS  ACCEPTED  AS  PUBLIC  WAYS 
Annual  Town  Meeting — March  4,  1940 


Length 


Name  of  Street 

Location — Boundaries 

feet 

Status 

Eaton  Street 

Green  St.  southerly  to  Lake- 
view  Avenue 

759.40 

Bett. 

John  Carver  Road 

Priscilla  Road  northerly  to 
Hartshorn  Street 

908.12 

Bett. 

Pinevale  Avenue 

Accept,  of  Mar.  16,  1931  to 
Dead  End. 

261.35 

Bett. 

Vista  Avenue 

Accept,  of  Mar.  21,  1932  to 
Sunnyside  Avenue 

287.60 

Bett. 

Lewis  Street 

Special  Town  Meeting — May  1,  1940 

West  St.  westerly  to  Dead 

End 

561.41 

Bett. 

4 

Total 

2,777.88 

These  streets  have  all  been  constructed,  entirely  with  Department 
labor  and  equipment.  In  each  location,  the  street  was  excavated  with 
the  Erie  steam  shovel,  the  shovel  then  moved  to  the  gravel  pit,  gravel 
barrow  loaded  in  trucks  and  hauled  to  streets,  graded  with  Adams  road 
grader,  rolled,  penetrated  and  sealed  with  road  oil.  Stone-dust  topped 
gravel  sidewalks  were  constructed  on  each  street,  and  tree  lawns  loamed 
and  seeded. 

Eaton  Street  was  excavated,  gravel  filled,  and  surfaced  by  Depart- 
mental workmen,  and  a W.P.A.  project  secured  to  complete  the  fine 
grading,  build  sidewalks,  and  general  clean-up. 

Alterations  and  Relocations 

No  new  relocations  or  alterations  were  voted  at  Town  Meetings  in 
1940.  However,  two  relocations  voted  in  1939  received  attention  in  1940. 

One  of  these,  the  Southwesterly  corner  of  Woburn  Street  and 
Copeland  Avenue,  has  been  completed.  The  old  corner,  which  was 
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formerly  square,  was  rounded  on  a twenty-foot  radius  and  granite  radius 
curbing  installed.  A tree  lawn  and  gravel  sidewalk  completed  the  relo- 
cation. 

On  West  Street,  northwesterly  of  Longwood  Road,  a start  has  been 
made  on  relocating  the  southwesterly  side  line  for  a distance  of  324.92 
feet,  in  the  locus  of  an  acute,  dangerous  angle  in  West  Street.  The 
Erie  shovel  was  used  to  excavate  a high,  protruding  earth  bank  and 
grade  a slope.  The  ledge,  which  was  responsible  for  the  angle  orig- 
inally, has  all  been  cleared  of  earth  cover,  and  considerable  drilling  and 
blasting  has  been  accomplished  to  remove  same.  This  work  will  be 
continued  in  1941. 


Granolithic  Sidewalks 

A total  of  2,973.37  square  yards  of  granolithic  sidewalk,  on  a total 
frontage  of  4,765.77  lineal  feet,  abutting  46  different  properties,  was  con- 
structed by  the  department  in  1940.  These  totals  include  1911.73  square 
yards  of  sidewalks  on  a frontage  of  4044.31  feet  abutting  42  separate 
properties  installed  on  application  of  individual  property  owners  under 
the  terms  of  the  Betterment  Act,  whereby  the  owner  pays  to  the  Town 
one-half  the  cost  of  installation  of  the  sidewalk.  These  sidewalks  varied 
in  width  from  4.5  feet  to  8.5  feet.  On  Pearl  Street  alone,  twelve  prop- 
erties comprising  1,253.59  lineal  feet  of  frontage  were  responsible  for 
625.63  square  yards  of  granolithic  sidewalk  construction. 

Granolithic  sidewalks  were  also  constructed  abutting  town  owned 
property  on  the  Lowell  Street  and  Salem  Street  side  of  the  North- 
West  common,  the  crosswalk  across  the  same  common,  and  abutting 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  on  Lowell  Street.  A W.P.A.  granolithic  sidewalk 
project  resulted  in  the  construction  of  1109.2  square  yards  of  granoltihic 
sidewalks  abutting  1303.53  lineal  feet  of  frontage  on  Sanborn,  Woburn 
and  Linden  Streets  in  the  locus  of  W.P.A.  Municipal  Light  Department 
underground  conduit  installations.  This  work  was  supervised  and 
assisted  by  Department  employees  and  equipment. 

In  several  locations,  sections  of  granolithic  sidewalks  in  need  of 
repair  were  removed  and  new  concrete  laid.  Tree  roots,  frost  heaves, 
and  other  causes  necessitated  these  repairs.  In  one  instance,  it  was 
necessary  to  rebuild  two  sidewalk  slabs,  a driveway  apron  and  a step- 
ping block. 

There  are  on  hand  several  applications  for  granolithic  sidewalk 
construction,  received  in  1940  but  not  installed  due  to  the  lack  of  suffi- 
cient funds,  which  will  receive  priority  in  1941  construction. 

The  following  table  illustrates  granolithic  sidewalk  construction  in 
1940: 
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Granolithic  Sidewalk  Construction  By  Streets 


Street 

Number 

Lots 

Feet 

Frontage 

Square 

Yards 

Bancroft  Avenue  

1 

55.75 

37.24 

California  Road  

2 

160.20 

93.63 

Federal  Street  , 

3 

215.50 

129.57 

Glen  Road  

2 

100.00 

56.05 

Gilmore  Avenue  

1 

185.92 

119.75 

High  Street  

1 

94.70 

66.40 

Highland  Street  

1 

111.00 

62.19 

Hillside  Road  

1 

78.00 

52.41 

Hopkins  Street  

1 

94.70 

53.14 

Lee  Street  

1 

70.00 

41.60 

Linden  Street  

1 

165.00 

137.50 

Lowell  Street  

3 

948.00 

693.33 

Main  Street  

3 

272.90 

236.24 

Mt.  Vernon  Street  

1 

82.70 

48.56 

Orange  Street  

1 

62.60 

36.60 

Pearl  Street  

12 

1,253.59 

625.63 

Priscilla  Road  

3 

235.70 

136.34 

Puritan  Road  

1 

80.00 

47.06 

Salem  Street  

1 

131.41 

101.10 

Summer  Avenue  

1 

83.00 

42.60 

Vine  Street  

4 

155.80 

86.31 

Wilson  Street  

1 

128.70 

70.12 

Totals  

46 

4,765.77 

2,973.37 

Stone  Dust  Sidewalks 

The  vast  majority  of  sidewalks  in  Reading  are  of  gravel  or  earth 
construction.  These  dirt  walks  are  of  course  muddy  in  wet  weather,  and 
do  not  dry  readily.  To  temporarily  remedy  this  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion, stonedust  is  applied  as  a surface  treatment  each  year  as  funds 
will  permit.  In  1940,  a total  of  271.35  tons  of  stonedust  were  applied  to 
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a total  frontage  of  10,958.0  lineal  feet  covering  6,351.0  square  yards  of 
gravel  or  dirt  sidewalk  surface  averaging  5.0  feet  in  width. 

Stonedust  was  also  applied  to  sidewalks  on  all  street  betterment 
jobs,  but  are  not  included  in  the  above  totals. 

Gravel  Sidewalks 

Gravel  sidewalks  were  constructed  abutting  38  separated  locations 
on  a total  frontage  of  6243.0  lineal  feet,  covering  4544  square  yards. 
The  average  length  of  these  installations  was  164.0  lineal  feet  and  the 
average  width  6.0  feet.  The  longest  single  installation  was  on  Salem 
Street,  East  side,  from  Bay  State  Road  northwesterly  1400.0  feet,  where 
formerly  no  sidewalk  existed  and  pedestrians  were  forced  to  walk  on 
the  roadside.  As  this  location  is  partially  on  a sharp  curve,  a dangerous 
condition  existed,  particularly  for  school  children  walking  to  and  from 
Pearl  Street  School. 

Several  combination  gravel  berms  and  sidewalks  were  also  con- 
structed, to  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  controlling  surface  water  on  road- 
ways and  act  as  sidewalks. 

Gravel  sidewalks  were  also  built  on  all  five  streets  accepted  under 
the  Betterment  Act.  Tree  lawns  on  most  locations  where  gravel  walks 
were  built  were  loamed,  fertilized  and  seeded. 

Granite  Curbing 

New  granite  curbing  installation  in  1940  totalled  1652.05  lineal  feet, 
of  which  733.15  feet  was  straight  curb  and  918.90  feet  radius  or  circle 
curb.  Betterment  installations  were  made  abutting  12  properties  on 
applications  of  the  owners,  and  23  driveway  returns  set. 

Continuing  the  Boards’  policy  of  gradually  abolishing  sharp,  dan- 
gerous street  corners,  during  the  year  a total  of  13  sharp-angled  street 
intersections  were  rounded  by  the  installation  of  circle  curb.  Corner 
curbings  prevent  vehicular  traffic  from  trespassing  on  sidewalks  and 
tree  lawns,  and  adds  much  to  the  appearance  of  locations  so  serviced. 

Because  of  granolithic  sidewalk  construction,  street  relocation,  grade 
changes  and  other  causes,  it  was  necessary  to  reset  615.5  lineal  feet  of 
existing  straight  granite  curbing,  18.0  feet  of  circle  curb,  and  3 two-foot 
driveway  corners.  The  longest  single  stretch  reset  was  on  Lowell 
Street,  east  side,  from  Woburn  Street  to  Salem  Street,  and  was  occa- 
sioned by  granolithic  sidewalk  construction.  On  West  Street,  west 
side,  abutting  No.  66  West  Street,  it  was  necessary  to  set  27  feet  of 
4”  x 16”  concrete  curbing  and  one  driveway  corner,  which  had  become 
broken  by  traffic. 

The  following  table  illustrates  new  granite  curbing  installations  by 
streets  in  1940. 
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Granite  Curbing  Installation  By  Streets 


Street 

Number 

Lots 

Feet 

Straight 

Curbing 

Radius 

Installed  Total 
Returns  Length 

Bancroft  Avenue  . . . 

11.80 

11.80 

Federal  Street  

2 

99.50 

4 

99.50 

Hanscom  Avenue  . . . 

1 

58.90 

44.20 

2 

103.10 

High  Street  

89.20 

89.20 

Highland  Street  .... 

83.70 

83.70 

Hillside  Road  

1 

35.30 

48.00 

2 

83.30 

John  Carver  Road... 

274.00 

274.09 

John  Street  

53.00 

53.00 

Lee  Street  

1 

54.00 

2 

54.00 

Lewis  Street  

88.40 

88.40 

Longview  Road  .... 

1 

73.00 

2 

73.00 

Mt.  Vernon  Street  . . 

1 

66.50 

2 

66.50 

Pearl  Street  

26.40 

26.40 

Priscilla  Road  

3 

191.45 

6 

191.45 

Puritan  Road  

1 

61.50 

2 

61.50 

Salem  Street  

95.40 

95.40 

Temple  Street  

1 

43.00 

1 

43.00 

Tower  Road  

1 

50.00 

50.00 

Vine  Street  

8.50 

8.50 

Vista  Avenue  

46.00 

46.00 

Woburn  Street  

50.30 

50.30 

Totals  

13 

733.15 

918.90 

23 

1,652.05 

Bound  Stones 

Bound  points  were  set  as  required  by  law  to  define  street  lines,  as 
shown  in  the  following  table : 

Bound  Stones  Set 


Number 

Street  and  Location  Set  Reason  Set 


Hancock  St. 

Charles  St. 

Tower  Rd.  and  Hanscom  Ave. 
Lowell  St.  near  No.  39 
Union  and  John  Sts. 

Woburn  St.  and  Copeland  Ave. 


10  None  previously  set 
40  County  Comm.  Relocation 

2 Radius  Curbing  Installation 

1 Grano.  s/w  const. — Reset 

2 Radius  Curb.  Installation 

2 Radius  Curb.  Installation 
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Bound  Stones  Set 


Street  and  Location 


Number 

Set  Reason  Set 


Elm  and  Eaton  Sts. 

Pearl  St.  near  No.  16 

Pearl  St.  near  No.  21 

Pearl  St.  near  No.  64 

Bancroft  Ave.  and  Locust  St. 

Highland  and  Federal  Sts. 
Longview  Rd.  near  No.  41 
Lewis  St.  and  West  St. 

Lewis  St.  at  End 

Gilmore  Ave.  and  Woburn  St. 

John  Carver  Rd. 

Hopkins  St.  and  Fairmount  Rd. 
Main  and  Haven  Sts.  S.  E.  Corner 
Main  St. — angle  So.  of  Haven  St. 
Eaton  St. 

West  St.  No.  of  Longwood  Rd. 
High  and  Green  Sts. 

Total 


1 Hit  by  snow  plow — replaced 

1 Grano.  s/w  constr. 

1 Grano.  s/w  constr. 

1 Grano.  s/w  constr. 

1 Radius  Curb.  Installation 

1 Radius  Curb.  Installation 

1 Raised  for  curb,  constr. 

4 1940  Acceptance 

1 1940  Acceptance 

2 Radius  Curb.  Installation 

19  1940  Acceptance 

1 Grano.  s/w  construction 

1 Grano.  s/w  construction 

1 Grano.  s/w  construction 

8 1940  Acceptance 

2 1940  Relocation 

2 Radius  Curbing  Installation 

105  Bounds 


The  greatest  number  of  bounds  set  on  any  one  street  was  on 
Charles  Street,  relocated  by  the  County  Commissioners  for  its  entire 
length,  which  required  40  bounds.  Bounds  were  set  on  all  1940  street 
acceptances  and  relocations ; others  were  set  because  of  granolithic 
sidewalk  and/or  granite  curbing  construction,  two  were  raised  to  meet 
new  grades,  and  one  was  set  to  replace  a broken  bound. 

These  bounds  were  all  carefully  checked  for  accuracy  by  the  en- 
gineering department,  when  set. 


Storm  Water  Drainage 

Storm  water  drainage  installation  in  1940  comprised  2668.74  feet  of 
drain  pipe  varying  in  sizes  from  6”  to  30”  diameter,  and  included  the 
construction  of  23  catch  basins  and  15  man-holes. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  streets,  length  and  size  of  drain 
pipes  laid,  also  catch  basins  and  man-holes. 
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Size  and  Length  of  Pipe  Installed 


Street 

30' 

24' 

18' 

12' 

10" 

8" 

6" 

5' 

4" 

C. 

B. 

M. 

H. 

Totals 

Harrison 

42.1 

2 

42.1 

Orange 

40.5 

2 

40.5 

John  St.  Gar 

142.2 

2 

142.2 

10 

1 

10.0 

Birch  Meadow . . . 

531.5 

2 

531.5 

KnoUwood 

35.0 

35.0 

Howard 

40.0 

12.0 

1 

52.0 

Salem 

6.0 

6.0 

Prescott 

329.64 

3.5 

1 

4 

333 . 14 

Cross 

7.5 

2 

7.5 

Hanscom 

1 

Washington 

1 

Highland  and 
Auburn 

1 

Franklin 

812.4 

4 

812.4 

Woburn  and 
Copeland 

1 

South 

45.0 

45.0 

Charles 

1 

Hillside 

1 

Temple  and 
Woburn 

191.3 

1 

191.3 

Federal 

246.2 

58.5 

6 

4 

304.7 

Main 

115.4 

115.4 

Totals 

329.64 

231.3 

402.6 

1,019.5 

531.5 

154.2 

23 

15 

2,668.74 

A particularly  annoying  and  dangerous  condition  on  Franklin 
Street,  east  of  Dividence  Road,  was  corrected  by  one  drain  installation. 
A depression  in  Franklin  Street,  walled  on  either  side  by  stone  retain- 
ing and  property  walls,  became  filled  after  each  heavy  rain-fall,  forming 
a pool  of  water  reaching  from  wall  to  wall  and  up  to  9 inches  in  depth. 
A leaching  basin  cared  for  light  rain-fall,  but  could  not  run  off  any  con- 
siderable amount.  To  eliminate  this  condition,  a drain  easement  was 
taken  through  private  property  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  a 
12  inch  drain  pipe  installed. 

The  Prescott  Street  ditch  was  further  piped,  from  Prescott  Street 
southerly,  with  30  inch  pipe.  In  several  instances,  catch  basins  have 
been  built  in  water  pockets  on  street  surfaces  and  piped  to  nearby 
storm  drains,  and  in  locations  where  storm  drains  were  not  accessible, 
small  leaching  basins  were  constructed. 

Several  culverts,  found  clogged  or  in  poor  repair  during  the  regular 
annual  inspection,  were  rebuilt  or  otherwise  repaired.  On  Howard 
Street,  a culvert  was  lowered  to  enable  drainage  of  a low  area,  an  open 
ditch  deepened,  and  a stone  head  wall  built.  In  several  instances,  it  was 
necessary  to  remove  broken  sections  of  storm  drain  pipes  and  replace 
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same  with  new  pipe.  A 12  inch  drain  on  Grove  Street  near  Strout 
Avenue  was  lowered  to  permit  the  laying  of  a 12  inch  water  main. 

In  two  instances,  drain  pipes  were  installed  in  gutter  drains  and. 
filled  in  to  construct  driveway  entrances  to  houses.  One  owner  of  a 
private  residence  was  permitted  to  connect  a cellar  drain  with  a storm 
water  drain,  after  having  complied  with  Department  regulations  per- 
taining thereto. 


Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains 

Open  drain  ditches  received  added  attention  during  the  year,  and 
are  now  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition.  The  Town  contains  sev- 
eral miles  of  drain  ditches,  which  must  be  maintained  to  prevent  flood- 
ing of  low,  swampy  areas.  Clogging  by  natural  causes  such  as  rank- 
growing swamp  vegetation  is  most  common,  although  in  many  instances 
tin  cans,  automobile  tires,  and  other  rubbish,  have  been  carelessly  and 
thoughtlessly  thrown  in  the  ditches.  This  rubbish  is  ultimately  floated 
into  culverts  under  roadways,  often  causing  hard-packed  jams,  difficult 
to  remove.  Crews  of  men  were  employed  in  ditch  and  culvert  cleaning 
throughout  the  late  Summer  and  Fall.  Stone  rip-rapping  was  installed 
in  several  locations  where  needed.  Sections  of  the  large  stone-walled 
drain  ditch  at  Washington,  Main  and  Bolton  Streets  was  relaid  and 
cement  pointed,  and  Main  Street  stone  box  culvert  thoroughly  cleaned. 

A W.P.A.  project  was  started  late  in  December  to  rip-rap  Memorial 
Park  ditch  from  the  dam  at  the  skating  pond  to  Salem  Street,  and  will 
be  completed  in  1941. 


Dumps 

John  Street  Dump  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year. 
Gravelled  lanes  leading  to  the  outskirts  of  the  dumping  area  have  been 
kept  free  of  glass,  cans  and  other  sharp  objects  which  could  injure 
automobile  or  truck  tires,  making  the  dump  easily  accessible  to  the 
public.  All  rubbish  is  deposited  over  the  edges  of  the  dump  into  the 
swamp,  and  inflammable  material  burned.  Eleven  spruce  trees  were 
planted  on  the  John  Street  frontage  to  augment  those  previously  planted, 
and  which  act  as  a screen  for  the  dump.  Many  favorable  comments 
have  been  made  on  the  neat  and  tidy  appearance  of  John  Street  Dump 
by  residents  and  non-residents. 

The  Department  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Caretaker  Daniel  J. 
O’Keefe,  who  was  critically  burned  in  performance  of  his  duties  as- 
caretaker  on  Saturday  afternoon,  October  12,  1940,  and  who  passed 
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away  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  on  Sunday,  October  13,. 
1940,  as  a result  of  the  burns.  Mr.  O’Keefe  was  a faithful  and  con- 
scientious employee,  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist  citizens  using 
the  public  dump.  Mr.  O’Keefe  had  been  employed  as  caretaker  since 
October  7,  1936. 


Special  Labor  Account 

A special  labor  appropriation  was  again  made  at  the  annual  March 
Town  Meeting,  for  the  employment  by  and  under  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  workers  assigned  by  the  Welfare  Board  on  weekly  employ- 
ment lists.  The  Welfare  Board  determines  the  amount  of  work  needed 
by  each  separate  worker  weekly,  which  varies  from  8 to  45  hours,  ac- 
cording to  individual  budget  requirements.  Suitable  work  is  then  as- 
signed them,  under  the  supervision  of  departmental  employees.  As  all 
of  the  workers  assigned  are  not  physically  able  to  perform  heavy  manual 
labor,  work  in  accordance  with  their  capabilities  must  be  alloted. 

Maintenance  work  at  all  Parks,  Playgrounds  and  Commons  was 
accomplished  by  them  in  1940,  as  was  also  the  sweeping  and  cleaning 
of  the  Square  and  adjacent  business  sections..  Construction  of  gravel 
and  stonedust  sidewalks  and  tree  lawns  was  also  done. 

At  the  gravel  pit,  trees  and  brush  were  cut  and  cleared  from  a large 
area,  and  burned.  Much  of  the  brush  cut  on  outlying  roadways  was 
also  done  by  them. 

An  earth  embankment  on  Chestnut  Road,  East,  side,  at  Auburn 
Street,  encroached  on  the  traveled  way  of  Chestnut  Road  and  created 
a traffic  hazard.  This  embankment  was  excavated  and  removed,  and 
a stone  retaining  wall  135  feet  in  length,  varying  in  height  from  three 
to  seven  feet  erected.  A gravel  sidewalk  was  then  constructed  at  the 
base  of  the  wall.  At  the  Southwesterly  corner  of  Fairmount  Road  and 
Hopkins  Street  a similar  condition  existed,  and,  on  application  of  the 
abutting  property  owner  for  a granolithic  sidewalk,  it  was  necessary  to 
excavate  the  bank  and  erect  a stone  retaining  wall.  A retaining  wall 
was  also  erected  at  the  corner  of  Highland  and  Lowell  Streets,  also  in 
the  locus  of  granolithic  sidewalk  construction.  After  the  construction 
of  Eaton  Street  an  existing  stone  retaining  wall  was  relocated.  This 
wall  was  at  the  South-westerly  corner  of  Eaton  Street  and  Lakeview 
Road,  and  was  105  feet  long,  with  an  average  height  of  two  feet.  A 
retaining  wall  was  also  erected  on  Pinevale  Avenue. 

Two  intersection  triangles  were  constructed  by  these  workers,  at 
Charles  and  Pearl  Streets,  and  Brook  Street  and  Summer  Avenue.  The 
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•details  of  these  grass  plots  are  further  described  in  the  Park  Depart- 
ment section  of  this  report. 

During  the  winter  months,  the  Washington  Street  Ball  Park 
bleachers  were  completely  rebuilt,  using  the  old  iron  frame-work  and 
new  lumber  for  seats  and  braces.  After  completing  repairs,  the  bleach- 
ers were  painted.  New  see-saw  boards  were  also  fitted  by  these  workers. 

In  various  locations  on  outlying  streets,  several  unauthorized  road- 
side dumps  existed.  These  dumps  were  unsightly  and  a health  menace 
to  the  neighborhood.  Special  labor  workers  leveled  off  these  dumps, 
removed  the  largest  pieces  of  rubbish,  and  covered  the  dumps  with 
gravel.  “No  dumping”  signs  were  then  posted  at  the  dumps,  in  an 
attempt  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  unauthorized  dumping. 

At  the  Municipal  Garage,  the  grading,  loaming,  and  seeding  of  the 
front  lawns  was  completed.  A storm  drain  and  two  catch  basins  were 
installed  at  the  intersection  of  John  Street  and  the  garage  driveway. 

In  the  garage,  these  men  built  storage  and  tool  bins  in  the  stock 
and  tool  rooms,  and  assisted  in  the  machine-and-blacksmith  shop. 
Hockey  rink  board  walls  were  repaired,  oiled,  and  stored  by  them. 

Much  repair  work  on  tennis  courts  was  accomplished,  tennis  nets 
itpaired  and  tightened,  fences  repaired,  etc.  The  horse-shoe  courts 
were  also  renovated.  Cracks  in  wading-pools  were  filled,  and  the  pools 
•cleaned. 

On  the  whole,  work  accomplished  by  these  workers  in  1940  was  of 
a permanently  constructive  nature,  and  the  town  received  substantial 
returns  for  the  money  expended,  which  otherwise  would  of  necessity 
have  been  spent  ’for  direct  welfare  relief. 


General 

The  Municipal  Garage  has  been  maintained  during  the  year,  and 
additional  necessary  equipment  installed.  A band  saw  was  purchased 
and  set  up  in  the  machine  shop,  and  was  used  extensively  in  repair 
work,  especially  while  rebuilding  the  bleachers  and  constructing  new 
wooden  sidewalk  plows. 

A new  compressed  air  unit  replaced  the  old  outfit  which,  through 
years  of  constant  use,  had  become  unsafe  to  operate.  The  new  unit  is 
a modern,  up-to-date  outfit,  and  is  useful  in  many  ways. 

New  storage  bins  were  built  in  the  stock  rooms  for  storing  tools, 
fittings,  and  other  supplies. 
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The  back  yard  area  at  the  garage  has  been  graded,  gravel-surfaced,, 
and  penetrated  with  road  oil. 


General  Recommendations 


The  Special  Labor  Account,  which  was  instituted  in  1938,  is  work- 
ing well.  Under  this  system  persons  receiving  relief  from  the  town 
who  are  physically  able  to  work  are  assigned  to  this  department  for 
work.  They  are  then  assigned  by  this  department  to  some  particular 
project.  The  department  has  endeavored  to  assign  them  to  projects 
which  do  not  require  any  large  expenditures  for  materials,  except  in 
cases  where  particular  appropriations  are  made  for  their  use.  Much, 
work  of  a constructive  nature  has  been  accomplished  and  the  town 
thereby  has  received  a definite  return  for  the  money  expended  on  relief. 

The  number  of  granolithic  sidewalk  applications  received  from 
property  owners  continues  to  increase.  Several  applications  remain 
from  1940.  Also  several  applications  have  been  received  so  far  in  1941. 
Owners  who  are  contemplating  the  construction  of  granolithic  side- 
walks are  advised  to  file  applications  immediately. 

The  Legislature  did  not  make  provisions  in  the  State  Budget  for 
Chapter  90  Construction  during  1939  and  1940.  This  action  curtailed 
the  activities  of  the  Department  during  1939  and  1940,  and  also  resulted 
in  distinct  reduction  in  the  payroll.  The  proposed  State  Budget  for 
1941  and  1942  contains  provisions  for  Chapter  90  Construction.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  vote  to  include  funds  for  Chapter  90 
Construction  in  the  State  Budget  for  1941  and  1942. 

The  department  has  been  able,  in  the  past  three  years,  to  remedy 
several  situations  which  have  been  causing  annoyance  and  irritation  to 
townspeople  for  the  past  several  years.  Many  small  jobs  of  a con- 
structive nature  have  been  done  such  as : removing  dangerous  traffic 
hazards  of  various  kinds,  correcting  poor  drainage  conditions,  rounding 
particularly  sharp  corners,  and  several  others.  If  the  appropriations 
are  kept  at  the  same  relative  level  in  the  next  few  years  as  they  have 
been  in  the  past  three  years,  the  department  will  be  able  to  continue  to 
remedy  these  situations  to  the  benefit  of  the  townspeople.  It  is  more 
economical  to  do  this  type  of  work  gradually  by  remedying  a few  situa- 
tions each  year  than  it  is  to  raise  large  sums  occasionally  for  the  same 
purpose. 
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ROLLING  EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


The  following  chart  will  illustrate  the  rolling  equipment  of  the 
Highway,  Water  and  Sewer  Departments,  and  the  year  purchased: 

Year 

No.  Item  Purchased 

1.  1—114  Ton  Dodge  Dump  Body  Truck  Model  WF31  C & C 1940 

2.  1 — Adams  Road  Grader  1940 

3.  1—5  Ton  Sterling  H.  C.  105  Truck  1939 

4.  1 — VT6  4-Cyl.  Gas  Driven  Tandem  Roller  1%  Ton  1939 

5.  1 — 6SCP  6 Cubic  Foot  Cold  Patch  Mixer  1939 

6.  1 — Rotary  Street  Broom  1939 

7.  1 — 1 V2  Ton  Winch  and  Derrick  1939 

8.  1 — 24  Yard  Steam  Shovel  1939 

9.  1 — 5 Ton  Sterling  H.  C.  100  M.  Z.  Truck  1937 

10.  1 — Model  82  Barber-Greene  Loader  1937 

11.  1 — Model  E Cletrac  Tractor  1937 

12.  1 — Chevrolet  Chassis  Air  Compressor  Truck  1937 

13.  1 — Model  80  “Handy  Sandy”  Sand  Spreader  1937 

14.  1— Ford  V-8  Pick-Up  Truck  1937 

15.  1—5  Ton  Sterling  H.  C.  100  Truck 1936 

16.  1 — 1%  Ton  Dodge  Truck  with  Custom  Built  Body  1936 

17.  1—1*4  Ton  Chevrolet  Truck  1936 

18.  1 — Chevrolet  Standard  Coupe  1936 

19.  1 — Cletrac  Model  BG  Tractor  1936 

20.  1 — 5 Ton  Walters  FM  Four  Wheel  Drive  Truck  1935 

21.  1 — 2}4  Ton  Diamond  T Truck  1954 

22.  1 — Caterpillar  Tractor  1934 

23.  1 — 1 J4  Ton  Chevrolet  Truck  1934 

24.  1 — 15  Ton  Gasoline  Driven  Road  Roller  1931 

25.  1 — Master  7 Cement  Mixer  1931 

26.  1 — 5 Ton  Autocar  Truck  1930 

27.  1 — Fordson  Tractor  1927 

28.  1— Trailer  1923 

29.  1— K.  P.  Mixer  1922 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Park  Department 


Appropriation  

Expended : 

Memorial  Park 

Pay  Roll  

....  $ 156.22 

Lights  

19.30 

Maint.  Tennis  Courts  

215.92 

Supplies  and  Tools  

248.30 

$ 63974 

Leach  Park 

Pay  Roll  $ 21.51 

Seed,  Loam  and  Fertilizer  40.00 


$ 61.51 

Commons 

Pay  Roll  $ 93.15 

Seed,  Loam  and  Fertilizer  ....  47.25 

Misc.  Supplies  42.26 


$ 182.66 

Sturges  Rink 

Pay  Roll  $ 60.83 

Lights  34.83 

Supplies  42.15 


$ 137.81 

Washington  Street  Park 

Pay  Roll  $ 654.86 

Lights  9.00 

Maint.  Tennis  Courts  211.68 

Repairs  to  Bleachers  370.48 

Misc.  Supplies  342.03 


$ 1,588.05 


4,750.00 
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Birch  Meadow  Playground 

Pay  Roll  $ 743.31 

Lights  252.87 

Maint.  Tennis  Courts  231.29 

Misc.  Supplies  and  Repairs  552.79 


Supervised  Play 


$ 1,780.26 
$ 342.85 


Grand  Total  Expended  . . . 


$ 4,732.88 


Balance  Unexpended 
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Recreational  activities  continued  unabated  throughout  the  entire 
year,  with  tennis  courts,  base-ball  and  soft-ball  diamonds,  wading  pools,, 
horse-shoe  courts,  skating  areas,  etc.,  extensively  patronized  in  season. 
While  many  needed  improvements  should  be  made  to  our  Parks  and 
Playgrounds,  Reading’s  Park  System  offers  to  devotees  of  many  sports 
many  opportunities  for  local  seasonal  recreation. 

Soft-ball  leagues  continued  active,  as  well  as  base-ball  leagues,  par- 
ticularly among  the  younger  ages.  Tennis  courts  were  always  well  filled, 
and  a tennis  tournament  was  held  in  the  Fall,  which  attracted  a large 
entry. 

Several  local  young  men  and  women,  all  qualified  by  prior  training 
or  personal  participation  in  one  or  more  outdoor  sports  as  instructors, 
were  employed  during  the  Summer  school  vacation  months  as  play- 
ground supervisors,  acting  in  co-operation  with  the  W.P.A.  Recreation 
Project  playground  supervisors.  Regularly  scheduled  hours  were  set 
aside  each  day  for  instruction  and  supervision  in  all  popular  sports,  and 
athletic  activities,  as  well  as  for  classes  in  craftmanship  such  as  model 
plane  construction,  woodworking,  metalcraft,  etc.  A class  in  sketching 
was  also  organized. 

Skating  conditions  were  exceptionally  good  during  the  early  and 
late  months  of  the  year,  and  ice  hockey  teams  were  active. 

A brief  resume  of  the  improvements  accomplished  at  each  Park, 
Playground  and  Recreation  Center  follows : 


Park  Department 


256 


Memorial  Park 


Maintenance  work  at  this  Park  was  accomplished  mainly  by  Relief 
recipients,  assigned  as  laborers  to  the  Park  Department.  These  men, 
physically  unsuited  for  hard  manual  labor,  were  employed  as  grounds 
keepers,  and  mowed  grass,  edged  and  leveled  walks,  pruned  shrubs,  and 
performed  other  light  duties. 

During  the  extremely  cold  months  of  February  and  March,  the  Park 
Barn  was  used  as  a work  shop  to  rebuild  and  paint  the  portable  bleach- 
ers used  at  Washington  Street  Ball  Park,  which  was  accomplished  by 
Welfare  employees. 

The  W.P.A.  Recreation  Project  again  used  the  Park  Barn  as  head- 
quarters during  the  Summer  and  Fall  months,  and  conducted  classes  in 
various  types  of  handicraft  and  hobby  work. 

Play  equipment  in  the  enclosed  play  3rard  for  smaller  children  was 
repaired;  and  new  see-saws  constructed  in  the  Municipal  Garage  mach- 
ine shop  by  departmental  employees,  were  installed.  The  play  yard  was 
opened  at  scheduled  hours  daily  and  supervised  by  playground  instruc- 
tors. 

A pipe  rail  was  installed  at  the  top  of  the  chain  link  fence  on  the 
south  property  line  of  the  Park,  from  the  Salem  Street  driveway  West- 
erly, to  prevent  trespass  by  children  on  abutting  private  property. 

One  tennis  court  was  resurfaced  with  a hot  mix  asphalt  material.- 
The  end  areas  of  both  courts  were  also  paved  with  the  same  material. 
New  canvas  covers  were  attached  to  the  tops  of  the  tennis  court  netS: 

Memorial  Park  Pond  was  drained  in  the  Spring,  maintenance  work 
accomplished,  and  the  ditch  cleaned  and  deepened.  The  Pond  was  again 
flooded  in  the  early  fall,  and,  due  to  flooding  by  heavy  rainfall  early  in 
November,  furnished  excellent  skating  in  December. 

A W.  P.  A.  project  which  started  the  latter  part  of  December,  is 
at  the  time  of  this  report  engaged  in  rip-rapping  the  open  drain  ditch 
from  the  Pond  dam  to  Salem  Street  culvert.  The  ditch,  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  paved  with  stones  on  bottom  and  sides,  with  a 1 y2  on  1 
slope  to  the  sidewalls.  The  rip-rapping  work  will  prevent  the  frequent 
cave-ins  which  occur  in  common  earth-walled  drain  ditches. 


Birch  Meadow  Playground 

Birch  Meadow  Playground,  which  contains  the  facilities  for  a diver- 
sity of  outdoor  recreational  activities,  was  in  use  throughout  the  year. 
In  season,  tennis,  softball,  baseball,  horse-shoe  pitching,  skating,  and 
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hockey,  as  well  as  wading  and  swings,  seesaws,  etc.,  are  indulged  in  by 
young  and  old. 

The  extension  of  Waverly  Road,  which  permits  entrance  to  the 
Playground  from  Main  Street,  was  graveled,  graded  and  rolled,  and 
plowed  during  the  winter  months. 

The  softball  diamond  received  particular  attention  in  the  Spring, 
runners’  lanes  were  cut  out  and  filled  with  a suitable  material,  field 
fertilized  and  rolled,  and  a small  section  of  spectators’  bleachers  erected. 
Softball  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  competitive  games  at 
the  Playground,  with  several  well  organized  leagues  active,  games  be- 
ing played  until  late  in  the  evening  under  flood  lights. 

Tennis  courts  were  maintained  and  repairs  made  as  required.  One 
tennis  court  was  re-surfaced  with  a hot  mix  asphalt  material,  and  the 
end  areas  of  this  and  other  courts  were  paved  with  the  same  type  of 
material.  One  new  court  is  under  process  of  construction  at  the  North- 
erly end  of  the  present  bank  of  courts.  This  court  is  complete  with 
the  exception  of  a final  hot  mix  playing  surface,  which  will  be  applied 
in  the  Spring  of  1941.  The  present  surface  is  Tarvia  penetrated  gravel, 
sand  covered,  which  will  serve  as  a base  for  the  finished  hot  mix  top. 

The  wading  pool  received  its  usual  attention  during  the  summer 
months,  and  was  taxed  to  capacity  during  the  hot,  dry  summer.  A 
playground  supervisor  was  present  at  scheduled  periods  during  which 
the  pool  was  opened  to  prevent  accidents.  Instruction  in  swimming  was 
given  to  the  younger  children. 

A new  skating  area  was  constructed  in  a position  Westerly  from 
the  Over-look,  for  the  use  of  all  skaters,  but  on  which  the  playing  of 
ice  hockey  is  restricted.  This  area  was  excavated  by  the  bulldozer, 
earth  ramps  or  dikes  thrown  up  for  walls  or  dams,  and  a flood  gate  in- 
stalled at  a brook  which  will  serve  as  an  outlet. 

The  illuminated  hockey  rink  was  maintained  in  season  and  was  in 
daily  and  nightly  use.  Ice  hockey  leagues  continued  active,  and  many 
good  amateur  hockey  players  are  being  developed. 

Playground  equipment  for  the  younger  children — swings,  seesaws, 
sand  boxes,  etc.,  were  repaired  and  maintained  in  season.  A new  senior 
type  “Wave  Stride”  playground  device  was  installed  on  the  center  post 
formerly  used  for  the  “Ocean  Wave”  swing,  the  “Ocean  Wave”  having 
been  completely  demolished  by  vandals  in  1939. 

Several  drainage  ditches  in  Birch  Meadow  were  cleaned,  widened 
and  deepened  to  improve  drainage  conditions  and  make  available  new 
areas  in  the  Playground.  Part  of  the  ditch  in  the  center  of  the  play 
area  was  piped  with  perforated  pipe  and  the  ditch  filled  in  to  permit 
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enlarging  the  field  as  filling  becomes  available.  Filling  from  various 
road  and  construction  jobs  is  dumped  in  the  Meadow  from  time  to  time 
as  available  and  will  materially  increase  the  Playground  acreage  at 
only  a slight  cost. 


Washington  Street  Ball  Park 

Early  in  April  the  ball  park  was  prepared  for  the  season’s  activi- 
ties. The  usual  raking,  fertilizing  and  rolling  operations  were  accom- 
plished and  the  ball  field  made  ready  for  the  High  School  team’s  spring 
practice. 

The  re-built  bleachers  were  erected  in  the  Spring  and  maintained 
during  the  season.  In  the  fall,  the  bleachers  were  loaned  to  the  Stone- 
ham  Park  Department,  transported  to  Stoneham  by  truck,  and  erected 
on  their  new  football  field  for  the  Reading-Stoneham  Thanksgiving  day 
game.  They  were  later  returned  to  Reading  and  stored  for  the  winter. 

The  wading  pool  was  repaired  early  in  the  Spring,  cracks  filled, 
fence  and  gate  repaired,  etc.  A new  section  of  chain  link  fence  was 
erected  adjacent  to  the  pool.  The  pool  was  in  constant  use  during  the 
hot  summer  months  by  a large  number  of  children  with  a playground 
supervisor  in  attendance  during  scheduled  open  periods. 

Tennis  courts  were  maintained  and  repaired,  one  court  was  resur- 
faced with  a hot  mix  asphaltic  material,  and  the  end  areas  of  both 
courts  paved  with  the  same  type  of  material.  The  height  of  the  fence 
adjacent  to  the  wading  pool  was  extended  six  feet  to  prevent  tennis 
balls  going  over  fence  into  the  pool. 

The  flag  pole  was  removed  to  a new  location  away  from  the  ball 
diamond,  and  reset.  Children’s  play  equipment  was  maintained  and  was 
in  constant  use  during  the  summer  season. 

The  annual  July  Fourth  Field  Day,  sponsored  by  the  Board 
for  the  benefit  of  Reading  children  and  scheduled  to  be  held  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Fourth,  was  postponed  because  of  rain  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing July  6.  The  children  turned  out  en  masse  for  the  contests,  which 
were  held  in  three  classes  with  three  events  held  in  each  class : Midgets, 
Age  9-12,  Boys  and  Girls;  Juniors,  Age  12-15,  Boys  and  Girls;  Seniors, 
Age  15  and  over,  Boys  and  Girls.  There  were  also  three  special  events, 
open  to  all  ages : A Bicycle  Race,  a Boy  Scout  knot  tying  contest,  and 
a Girls’  Softball  distance  throw.  Prizes  were  awarded  to  first  and 
second  place  winners  in  each  event,  a total  of  42  merchandise  prizes 
being  awarded.  A representative  of  the  Board  was  in  charge  of  the 
Field  Day  activities,  assisted  by  regularly  employed  playground  super- 
visors. 
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Reading  Common 


Reading  Common  received  its  regular  care,  and  presented  an  at- 
tractive appearance  during  the  year.  Walks  were  edged,  surfaced  with 
gravel  and/or  stonedust,  shrub  beds  edged  and  trimmed,  fertilizer  and 
loam  applied  to  grassed  areas,  and  rolled.  Three  new  cement  and  wood 
park  benches  were  constructed  and  installed. 

A black-top  crosswalk  on  the  Northwest  Common,  which  runs  be- 
tween Salem  Street  opposite  the  Old  South  Methodist  Church  on  Lowell 
Street  near  Woburn  Street,  was  in  very  poor  condition,  with  deep  and 
wide  surface  cracks  causing  a menace  to  pedestrians.  This  walk  was 
excavated  in  its  entirety,  and  a new  granolithic  walk  installed  in  its 
place.  Granolithic  walks  were  also  installed  on  the  Lowell  Street  front- 
age between  Woburn  and  Salem  Streets,  and  the  Salem  Street  frontage 
between  Lowell  Street  and  the  crosswalk  abutting  this  common,  replac- 
ing the  existing  gravel  walk. 

All  four  plots  comprising  the  Common  were  brilliantly  and  beauti- 
fully illuminated  by  the  Municipal  Light  Department  during  the  Christ- 
mas holiday  season,  with  hundreds  of  colored  lights  strung  on  all  of 
the  many  trees  growing  in  the  Common,  besides  on  many  spruce  trees 
temporarily  set  in  the  ground  for  decorative  purposes. 

Leach  Park 

Leach  Park  received  its  usual  maintenance,  fertilizer  applied  in 
early  Spring,  loam  and  grass  seed  applied  to  bare  spots,  entire  area 
rolled.  Grassed  areas  and  shrub  beds  were  mowed  and  trimmed  at 
regular  intervals  as  required. 

The  trees  on  Leach  Park  were  also  decorated  by  the  Municipal 
Light  Department  with  colored  lights  during  the  Christmas  season. 

Sturges’  Public  Ice  Skating  and  Winter  Sports  Center 

This  area,  generously  opened  to  public  use  by  the  owner,  Mr.  Allan 
H.  Sturges  of  Walnut  Street,  was  in  constant  use  during  the  winter 
months.  The  skating  area  was  drained  in  the  early  spring  to  enable  the 
flooded  land  to  be  used  for  farm  purposes  during  the  summer,  and 
flooded  again  in  the  fall  for  winter  use.  No  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  collecting  sufficient  water  for  flooding  purposes. 

Ice  skating  was  particularly  good  during  January,  February  and 
December  1940,  the  ice  being  cleared  of  snow  after  all  snow  storms. 

Skiing  was  also  very  good  during  February  at  this  winter  sports 
center,  which  contains  several  slopes  suitable  for  tyro  skiers. 
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The  winter  Sports  Center  is  a valuable  addition  to  the  playground 
system  of  Reading,  and  the  town  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Sturges  for  the 
use  of  his  property  for  such  purpose. 

Intersection  Grass  Plots 

All  intersection  grass  plots  or  traffic  guides  received  periodic  main- 
tenance throughout  the  summer  months — raked,  mowed,  bare  spots 
loamed,  fertilized,  seeded  and  rolled. 

These  intersection  plots  have  proven  successful  in  not  only  guiding 
vehicular  traffic,  but  also  act  as  safety  islands  for  pedestrians,  as  well 
as  beautifying  otherwise  unsightly  or  barren  wide  street  intersections. 

Two  new  intersection  grass  plots  were  constructed  during  the  year, 
at  the  intersection  of  Charles  and  Pearl  Streets  and  also  at  Brook 
Street  and  Summer  Avenue.  They  were  constructed  of  a triangular 
curbing  of  large  field  stones,  set  after  the  pattern  of  an  English  type 
wall,  filled  with  loam,  and  seeded. 

War  Memorial 

The  grassed  area  and  shrubbery  surrounding  the  War  Memorial 
were  maintained  during  the  year.  Due  to  the  hot,  dry  summer,  it  was 
necessary  to  water  the  grassed  area  frequently  to  prevent  burning. 

General  Recommendations 

The  softball  field  at  Birch  Meadow  is  rapidly  increasing  in  popu- 
larity. Not  only  are  regular  league  games  played  but  also  a great  num- 
ber of  “scrub  games”.  The  field  is  used  continuously  during  daylight 
hours  making  it  necessary  for  those  persons  who  are  not  members  of 
League  Teams  to  play  under  floodlights.  These  lights  are  not  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  provide  good  playing  conditions.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Town  will  provide  sufficient  funds  in  1941  to  install  a regulation 
floodlight  system  for  the  field. 

A definite  trend  toward  outdoor  activities  by  the  adult  citizens  has 
developed  in  the  past  few  years  in  addition  to  the  increased  activities 
of  the  younger  people.  This  trend  has  naturally  increased  the  number 
of  requests  to  the  Department  for  enlarged  facilities  for  outdoor  activi- 
ties. Each  year  now  brings  requests  for  new  equipment,  new  developed 
area  and  more  supervision  and  instruction.  Most  of  the  requests  are 
of  a reasonable  nature  and  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Department. 
In  most  cases  the  Department  would  be  glad  to  furnish  the  facilities 
requested  but  is  unable  to  do  so  because  of  the  lack  of  necessary  funds. 
The  appropriations  made  for  Parks  and  Playgrounds  are  woefully  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  requests  for  new  and  extended  facilities.  If  the 
Town  wishes  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  outdoor  play  facilities  to  meet 
the  growing  demand  it  will  be  necessary  to  greatly  increase  the  Park 
and  Playground  appropriation. 
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SEWER  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  Sewer  Department : 
Construction  and  Maintenance  Account: 

Appropriation  $ 11,500.00 


Construction  Expenditures : 

Pay  Roll  

Supplies  for  Construction  . . 

. $ 1,955.62 
1,320.67 

Maintenance  Expenditures: 

$ 3,276.29 

Pay  Roll  

Interest  on  Bonds  

Insurance  

Equipment  Maintenance  . 
Misc.  Tools  and  Supplies  . 

. $ 4,323.47 
2,390.00 
387.69 
330.06 
790.00 

$ 8,221.22 


Total  Expended  

$ 11,497.51 

Balance  Unexpended  . 

$ 2.49 

House  Connection  Account 

Appropriation  $ 1,700.00 


Expended : 

Pay  Roll  

Pipe  and  Fittings  

. $ 1,253.26 
406.56 

Total  Expended  

$ 1,659.82 

Balance  Unexpended  

$ 40.18 

Sewer  Construction 

The  main  trunk  sewer  extension  on  Harrison,  Orange  and  Pearl 
Streets,  made  necessary  by  the  construction  of  the  Pearl  Street  School, 
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and  started  as  a W.  P.  A.  Project  in  June  1939,  was  completed  May  21, 
1940.  As  the  school  was  opened  early  in  January  1940,  sewage  from  the 
school  was  by-passed  around  the  uncompleted  section  of  trunk  sew^er 
by  means  of  a gasoline  pump,  pipe  line  and  suction  hose.  Unusual  deep 
cuts  on  Pearl  Street  and  much  ledge  were  contributing  caus'es  to  retard 
the  installation  of  the  sewer  main.  As  statistics  relative  to  this  sewer 
extension  were  included  in  the  annual  report  of  1939,  they  are  not  re- 
stated herein. 

Four  other  main  trunk  sewer  extensions  were  made  by  the  Sewer 
Department  in  1940,  which  made  sewerage  disposal  available  to  ten 
possible  house  sewer  connections,  as  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Main  Trunk  Sewer  Extensions 


Location 

12”  R.C. 

10”  V.C.  8”  V.C.  6”  C.I. 

M 

H 

Y’s 

Totals 

(Pipe 

only) 

Poss. 

Conn. 

John  St.  . . 

110.0 

1 

110.0 

1 

Elm  St.  . . . 

383.28 

1 

14 

383.28 

4 

Echo  Ave 

79.0 

95.4 

1 

4 

174.40 

4 

Sunnyside 

Ave. 

264.0 

1 

8 

264.00 

1 

Totals 

79.0 

359.4  383.28  110.0 

4 

26 

931.68 

10 

Also  the  following  underdrains  : 

Elm  Etreet — 383.28  feet  of  5”  V.C.  Pipe. 

Echo  Avenue — 159.00  feet  of  6”  V.C.  Pipe. 

Sunnyside  Avenue — 222.00  feet  of  6”  V.  C.  Pipe. 

Each  extension  was  made  at  th’e  request  of  property  owners  on  the 
streets  listed,  and  in  each  instance  the  reason  for  the  request  was  be- 
cause of  improper  functioning  of  private  cesspools.  On  Echo  Avenue, 
it  was  necessary  to  run  the  sewer  from  Prescott  Street  down  Sunny- 
side  Avenue  to  Echo  Avenue,  thence  westerly  along  Echo  Avenue  to 
number  20.  . On  John  Street,  due  to  a shallow  cut  made  necessary  by 
road  grades,  6”  cast  iron  pipe  was  installed  for  extra  strength  under 
heavy  vehicular  traffic. 

Underdrain,  to  accommodate  excessive  ground  water,  was  laid 
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under  the  trunk  sewer  on  Elm  Street,  Sunnyside  and  Echo  Avenues, 
and  outlett'ed  into  conveniently  located  storm  water  drains. 


Sewer  Maintenance 

The  regular  yearly  cleaning  and  flushing  of  trunk  sewers  laid  on 
flat  gradients  in  various  streets  was  accomplished  in  September,  using 
the  Departments’  trailer-mounted  sewer  cleaning  equipment.  Experience 
has  proven  that  annual  cleaning  and  flushing  of  certain  trunk  sewers 
is  necessary  to  eliminate  possibility  of  sewer  stoppage  and  resulting 
inconvenience  to  property  owners. 

On'e  trunk  sewer  stoppage  was  experienced  in  1940,  on  Haven  Street, 
where  foreign  matter  unlawfully  inserted  in  the  sewer  became  clogged. 
This  stoppage  was  quickly  cleared. 

Several  worn  man  hole  covers,  noisy  when  passed  over  by  traffic, 
were  replaced  with  ground  joint  covers  and/or  silenced  with  patented 
composition  manhole  gaskets. 


Sewer  House  Connections 

Twenty-four  new  house  sewer  connections  were  made  in  1940  hav- 
ing a total  length  of  1232.1  feet,  at  an  average  cost  to  the  individual 
property  owners  of  $30.57  per  connection.  Fourteen  of  these  connec- 
tions were  installed  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  195,  Acts  of  1939, 
which  provides  for  an  extended  period  of  payment  for  the  installation 
charges,  with  no  initial  deposit  required.  Five  of  these  new  connections 
were  made  to  n'ewly  erected  dwelling  houses,  the  remaining  nineteen 
to  existing  buildings  situated  on  streets  in  which  sewers  were  already 
available.  As  of  January  1,  1941,  there  are  952  possible  sewer  house 
connections  on  existing  sewered  streets,  of  which  number  643,  or  67 
per  cent,  are  now  connected. 

The  customary  notification  stating  the  provisions  of  Chapter  280, 
General  Laws,  Acts  of  1937,  which  became  effective  July  15,  1938,  being 
an  act  requiring  property  owners  to  connect  their  estates  with  the  com- 
mon sewer  within  a specified  time  period,  was  made  to  all  owners  of 
estates  situated  on  sewered  streets.  In  general,  this  statute  requires 
that  properties,  abutting  streets  in  which  a common  sewer  is  available 
or  is  constructed  in  the  future,  must  be  connected  with  said  sewer  within 
a period  of  ten  years,  after,  either  the  acceptance  date  of  the  act  by 
the  town  (July  15,  1938)  or  the  construction  date  of  a sewer  at  a later 
time. 


Sewer  Department 


264 


Sewer  House  Connection  Maintenance 


Twenty-eight  stoppages  of  sewer  house  connections  occurred  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  were  cleaned  as  reported  by  the  service  crew.  Most 
of  the  stoppages  were  caused  by  tree  roots  entering  the  sewer  pipes 
through  defective  pipe  joints ; others  by  the  presence  in  the  sewer  con- 
nections of  such  insoluble  foreign  objects  as  rags,  etc. 

Several  of  the  services  clogged  were  chronic  “repeaters”,  and  were 
caused  by  defective  or  failed  joints  and/or  pipes,  laid  by  sewer  con- 
tractors when  the  sewer  system  was  originally  installed.  Six  of  these 
sewer  house  connections,  which  were  the  source  of  continual  trouble, 
were  excavated  and  re-laid  at  the  expense  of  the  department.  Others 
will  be  similarly  treated  as  time  and  funds  are  available  from  year  to 
year.  Also,  when  sewer  contractors  connected  houses  with  the  sewer 
through  existing  private  cesspools,  in  several  instances  no  provision 
was  made  for  cleaning  the  house  connection  through  the  old  cesspool. 
To  rectify  these  conditions  in  four  locations,  cesspools  were  partially 
filled  with  gravel  and  brick  bottoms  with  clean-out  troughs  installed. 
In  one  location,  a sewer  clean-out  manhole  was  constructed  at  the 
owner’s  request  and  expense.  One  sewer  house  connection  also  became 
frozen  during  an  intense  cold  period,  and  required  thawing.  This  ser- 
vice was  later  re-laid. 


General 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  extend  sewers  to  several 
locations  in  which  are  located  faulty  cesspools.  However,  to  do  this 
would  require  either  large  appropriations,  or  a bond  issue.  The  present 
appropriations  are  insufficient  to  allow  for  other  than  local  extensions 
of  a minor  nature.  The  Department  therefore  is  unable  to  meet  many 
of  the  requests  for  sewer  extensions,  although  it  would  like  to  be  in  a 
position  to  construct  all  extensions  requested  and  thereby  eliminate 
many  troublesome  and  unhygienic  situations. 

The  following  tables  illustrate  the  status  of  th’e  Reading  Sewerage 
System  as  of  January  1,  1941,  showing  the  list  of  streets  containing 
common  sewers,  the  number  of  connections,  possible  connections  and 
revenue  charges  for  1940,  and  the  lengths  of  services,  trunk  sewers  and 
underdrains. 
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STREETS 


Streets 

Possible 

Con- 

nections 

Completed 

Con- 

nections 

Per  Cent 
Con- 
nected 

No  Con- 
struction 
Started 

Connected 
to  Street 
Line 

Partially 
installed 
to  House 

Revenue 

Charged 

1940 

Arlington 

12 

3 

25 

5 

3 

1 

$17.42 

Ash 

17 

9 

53 

7 

1 

104.00 

Bancroft 

22 

13 

59 

9 

117.57 

Berkeley 

27 

18 

66 

9 

164.22 

Brook 

9 

4 

44 

5 

10.35 

Center 

10 

9 

90 

‘i 

60.63 

Chute 

2 

1 

50 

i 

43.18 

Copeland 

8 

8 

100 

159.06 

Dudley 

10 

6 

60 

‘4 

63 . 19 

Eaton 

12 

5 

42 

7 

25.31 

4 

2 

50 

2 

Elliott 

8 

4 

50 

4 

55.61 

Elm 

4 

2 

50 

2 

Fremont 

4 

4 

100 

52.90 

Fulton 

1 

1 

100 

18.80 

Gardner 

8 

7 

87 

1 

46.92 

Gould 

3 

3 

100 

31.39 

Green 

53 

40 

75 

*7 

i 

5 

542.31 

Harnden 

9 

8 

89 

i 

111.05* 

3 

1 

33 

2 

Haven 

45 

30 

67 

7 

6 

2 

622.27 

High 

17 

8 

47 

7 

2 

81.64 

Hillcrest 

10 

9 

90 

1 

110.94 

Howard 

18 

16 

89 

1 

i 

184.35 

Ide 

2 

1 

50 

1 

18.40 

John 

19 

15 

79 

4 

410.17 

King 

6 

6 

100 

103.30 

Kingston 

15 

14 

93 

i 

122.02 

Lincoln 

7 

5 

71 

2 

67.73 

Linden 

11 

7 

69 

3 

i 

143.99 

Lowell 

4 

4 

100 

38.89 

Main 

54 

44 

82 

8 

2 

1,150.54 

Maple 

2 

1 

50 

1 

8.74 

Middle 

3 

2 

66 

i 

11.73 

Middlesex 

24 

15 

63 

6 

i 

2 

202.29 

Minot 

12 

8 

67 

2 

2 

88.53 

Mt.  Vernon 

23 

14 

61 

9 

143.81 

Orange 

3 

1 

33 

2 

. . . . , 

Parker 

7 

6 

86 

1 

74.99 

Park 

7 

6 

86 

i 

46.27 

Pearl 

16 

2 

12 

i4 

. . , . , 

Perkins 

7 

7 

100 

125.07 

Pine 

1 

1 

100 

6.00 

Pleasant 

37 

18 

49 

17 

2 

243.77 

Pratt 

4 

3 

75 

i 

38.40' 

Prescott 

53 

46 

87 

i 

5 

i 

443.62 

Prospect 

18 

9 

50 

8 

1 

112.45 

Salem 

22 

14 

64 

1 

7 

235.24 

Sanborn 

15 

11 

73 

2 

2 

255.16- 

School 

10 

7 

70 

3 

56.37 

Scotland 

1 

1 

100 

6.00 

Smith 

15 

15 

100 

145.11 

Summer 

18 

9 

50 

8 

i 

84.83 

Sunnyside 

1 

1 

Sweetser 

5 

2 

40 

2 

i 

10.35 

Temple 

33 

12 

36 

15 

6 

225.68 

Union 

5 

3 

60 

i 

1 

35.80 

Village 

22 

14 

64 

7 

1 

183.00 

W arren 

17 

15 

88 

i 

1 

160.64 

Washington 

37 

26 

70 

9 

2 

227.10 

Wenda 

4 

4 

100 

39.08 

Wilson 

11 

9 

82 

2 

81.77 

WT  oburn 

85 

55 

65 

4 

22 

'4 

692.48 

Totals 

952 

643 

67 

188 

86 

35 

$8,662.44 
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LENGTH  OF  SEWER  CONNECTIONS  RUN  TO  EITHER  CURB 
HOUSES,  OR  CONNECTED 


Arlington.  . . 

Ash 

Bancroft.  . . 
Berkeley . . . 

Brook 

Center 

Chute 

Copeland. . . 

Dudley 

Eaton 

Echo 

Elliott 

Elm 

Fremont.  . . 

Fulton 

Gardner. . . . 
Gould.,, 

Green 

Harnden . . . 
Harrison.  . . 

Haven 

High 

Hillcrest.  . . . 
Howard . . . . 

Id« 

John 

King 

Kingston.  . . 
Lincoln 

Linden 

Lowell 

Main 

Maple 

Middle 

Middlesex . . 

Minot 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Orange 

Park 

Parker 

Pearl 

Perkins . . . . 

Pine 

Pleasant. . . . 

Pratt 

Prescott. . . . 
Prospect.  . . 

Salem 

Sanborn.  . . . 

School 

Scotland.  . . 
Summer. . . . 

Smith 

Sveetser.  . . 
Temple 

Union 

Village 

Warren 

Washington 

Wenda 

Wilson 

Woburn.  . . . 


Totals 


Curb 

Houses 

Connected 

Total 

Length 

66.50 

46.00 

175.00 

287.50 

401 . 10 

401 . 10 

619.40 

619.40 

1,018.70 

1,018.70 

183.10 

183  10 

i9 .66 

371.50 

390.50 

66.50 

66.50 

506 . 00 

506 . 00 

382 . 00 

382 . 00 

307.40 

307 . 40 

117.00 

117.00 

217.00 

217.00 

84.30 

84.30 

209 . 00 

209 . 00 

44.00 

44.00 

312.00 

312.00 

236 . 50 

236 . 50 

36.00 

173.00 

1,742.91 

1,951.91 

32.00 

257.80 

289.80 

45.00 

45.00 

186.00 

79.00 

1,304.80 

1,569.80 

22.00 

285.90 

307.90 

570 . 00 

570 . 00 

25.00 

967  .DO 

992.00 

56.50 

56 . 50' 

37.00 

582.10 

619.10 

369.10 

369 . 10 

587 . 00 

587 . 00 

70.00 

253.00 

323.00 

41.00 

339.70 

380.70 

287 . 00 

287 . 00 

338.50 

99.00 

2,234.75 

2,672.25. 

18.00 

40.00 

58.00 

80.50 

80.50' 

26.00 

138.00 

1,031.20 

1,195.20 

42.00 

77.00 

331.00 

450.00 

698 . 70 

698.70 

47.40 

47.40 

37.00 

208.00 

245.00 

267 . 50 

267.50 

379 . 80 

379 . 80 

434 . 80 

434.80 

46.00 

46.00 

28.00 

935.30 

963.30 

242 . 00 

242 . 00 

116.00 

191.00 

3,012.30 

3,319.30 

786 . 80 

786 . 80 

203.29 

888.31 

1,091.60 

98.00 

699.90 

797.90 

365.40 

365 . 40 

60.00 

60.00 

94.00 

692.20 

786.20 

602 . 30 

602 . 30 

43.00 

45.00 

85.00 

173.00 

285.00 

173.00 

800.80 

1,258.80 

66.00 

177.00 

243.00 

34.00 

658.50 

692.50 

19.40 

68.00 

599.60 

687.00 

50.00 

48.00 

1,263.80 

1,361.80 

202  50 

202  50 

43.00 

380.90 

423.90 

352.80 

222.50 

3,341.60 

3,916.90 

1,978.49 

1,809.50 

34,492.17 

38,280.16 
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LENGTH  OF  MAIN  SEWERS  IN  STREETS 


Streets 

6" 

8" 

10" 

12" 

15" 

18" 

20" 

24" 

Totals 

399.80 

822.90 

1,051.52 

1,256.10 

399.80 

1.081.70 
1,051.52 

1.256.10 

847.60 

620.60 
120.00 

500.00 

374 . 50 

1.407.70 
174.40 

396.00 
383.28 

456 . 50 

475.00 
2,714.20 

559 . 30 

454.50 
1,752.80 
2,074.15 

770.80 

1.410.00 

2.937.00 

1.124.10 

515.00 

719.30 

1.111.50 

860.30 
813.10 

2.436.50 

189.20 

313.60 

1.423.40 
1,409.65 

988 . 52 

396.21 

830.00 

427.00 
855 . 55 

400.00 

226.00 
2,340.76 

555.50 

3.439.40 

1.260.00 

1.137.40 

716.30 
688.25 

475.00 

1.229.40 

264.00 

334.30 
1,991.04 

303.60 

1.503.40 

715.00 

2.558.90 

300.00 

804.50 

4.594.90 

258.80 

847.60 

620.60 

120.00 

500.00 

374.50 

500.00 

79.00 

907.70 

95.40 

396.00 
383.28 
456.50 

475.00 
1,717.40 

559.30 

175.20 

821.60 

454.50 

1,752.80 

1,338.05 

736.10 

770.80 

1,110.00 

205.00 

266.00 
175.00 
719.30 

300.00 

Interceptors 

2,732.00 

178.50 

John 

110.00 

340.00 

569.60 

King 

Kingston 

Lincoln 

573.40 

538.10 

Linden 

125.00 

735.30 

813.10 

1,246.10 

189.20 

313.60 

1,423.40 

1,409.65 

828.52 

Lowell 

Main 

955.50 

234.90 

Maple 

Middle 

Middlesex . . . 

Minot 

Mt.  Vernon 

160.00 

Orange 

396.21 

Park 

507.30 

427.00 

322.70 

Parker 

Pearl 

855 . 55 

Perkins 

400.00 

226.00 
1,496.80 

555 . 50 
2,265.30 
1,260.00 
1,004.90 
716.30 
688.25 

Pine 

Plen.sa.nt 

843.96 

Pratt 

Preseott, 

1,174.10 

Prospect .... 

Salem 

132.50 

Sanborn 

School . . 

Smith 

475.00 

Summer 

1,229.40 

Sunnvside . . . 

264.00 

Sweetser .... 

334.30 

Temple . . . 

896.76 

432.89 

661.39 

Union 

303 . 60 
1,015.60 
715.00 
424.90 

Village.  . . 

487.80 

Warren 

w ashington 

246.80 

312.90 

1,574.30 

Wen  d a, 

300.00 

Wilson . . . 

471.40 

333 . 10 
917.40 

W oburn  • 

732.80 

2,944.70 

Totals .... 

2,979.76 

37,605.52 

4,132.84 

8,824.21 

2,870.60 

487.80 

1,809.20 

3,758.10 

62,468.03 
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LENGTH  OF  UNDERDRAINS  IN  STREETS 


Streets 

5" 

6" 

8" 

10" 

Total 

Length 

Total 
Length 
Sewers  and 
Underdrains 

399.80 

1.577.50 
1,051.52 

1.712.10 

1.695.20 

1.241.20 
120.00 

500.00 
374 . 50 

2.815.40 

333.40 

396.00 
766.56 

913.00 

475.00 

4.525.20 

559.30 
454 . 50' 

2.341.00 
3,297.95 

1.221.20 

2.820.00 

5.874.00 
1,872.20- 

690.00 

1.438.60 

2.223.00 

1.595.60 
813.10 

4.873.00 

378.40 

313.60 

1.677.40 

2.819.30 
1,218.82 

792 . 42 

1.660.00 

427.00 

1.711.10 

400.00 

452.00 

3.184.50 

1.111.10 
6,601.80 

2.146.00 

1.812.90 

916.30 
688.25 

475.00 

1.229.40 

486.00 

509.30 
2,031.04 

303.60 

2.328.40 

1.430.00 

4.692.90 

300.00 

1.609.00 

6.708.30 

237.00 

258.80 

495 . 80 

456.00 

847.60 

456.00 

847.60 

620 . 60 

620.60 

880.00 

159.00 

527.70 

1,407.70 

159.00 

Elm 

383.28 

383.28 

456.50 

456.50 

836.90 

974.10 

1,811.00 

588.20 
487 . 70 
450.40 

1.410.00 

2.937.00 
748.10 

175.00 

110.00 

588.20 

1,223.80 

450.40 

1.410.00 

2.937.00 
748.10 
175.00 

719.30 
1,111.50 

735.30 

High 

736.10 

Interceptors 

John 

King  

Kingston 

609.30 

Lincoln 

1,111.50 

Linden 

290.40 

444.90 

Lowell 

Main 

1,246.10 

955.50 

234.90 

2,436.50 

189.20 

Maple 

189.20 

Middle 

Middlesex 

254.00 

972.65 

254 . 00 
1,409.65 

230.30 

396.21 

830.00 

Minot 

437.00 

230.30 

396.21 

Mt.  Vernon 

Orange 

Park 

507.30 

322.70 

Parker 

Pearl 

855.55 

855.55 

Perkins 

Pine 

226.00 

226.00 

843.80 

555 . 50 
3,162.40 

886.00 

675.50 
200.00 

Pleasant 

374.00 

303.30 

2,091.80 

469.80 

Pratt . . . 

252.20 

1,070.60 

886.00 

543.00 

200.00 

Prescott 

Prospect 

Salem 

132.50 

Sanborn 

School 

Smith 

Summer 

Sunnyside 

222.00 

222.00 

175.00 

40.00 

Sweetser 

175.00 

Temple 

40.00 

Union 

Village 

825.00 

825.00 

715.00 
2,134.00 

Warren 

715.00 

W ashington 

724.00 

246.80 

1,163.20 

W enda 

Wilson 

804.50 

917.40 

804.50 

2,113.40 

Woburn 

1,196.00 

Total  Lengths. . 

10,164.43 

18,869.76 

6,224.50 

1,656.90 

36,915.59 

99,383.62 
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Sewer  Department 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 


PUBLIC  WORKS 


To  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  yearly  report  of  the  executive  office : 

Appropriation  $ 6,335.00 

Expended : 

Salaries  $ 5,695.46 

Supplies  and  Misc 630.97 


Total  Expended  $ 6,326.43 


Balance  Unexpended  $ 8.57 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenditures  made  this  past  year  in 
the  major  departments,  th'e  payroll  of  each,  and  the  entire  expenditures 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

Note : Highway  includes  all  other  departmental  accounts  not 

specifically  mentioned  below,  such  as  Chapter  90,  Betterments,  Drainage, 
Snow  and  Ic'e,  etc. 


B.  P.  W.  Water  Highway  Sewer  Park  Totals 

Pay  Roll  $5,695.46  $17,011.85  $ 60,416.65  $ 7,532.35  $2,072.73  $ 92,729.04 
Bills  630.97  38,050.23  51,435.30  5,624.98  2,660.15  98,401.63 


Totals  $6,326.43  $55,062.08  $111,851.95  $13,157.33  $4,732.88  $191,130.67 


In  closing  this  report,  the  Superintendent  wishes  to  express  his 
appreciation  to  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  many  helpful  sug- 
gestions and  kindnesses  extended  to  him  during  the  year,  and  to  assure 
ail  those  in  any  way  associated  with  him  in  carrying  on  the  work  cf 
the  Department  of  his  gratitude  for  their  interest  and  co-operation,  and 
to  acknowledge  the  assistance,  co-op’eration  and  helpful  suggestion:; 
which  he  has  received  from  the  other  department  heads  of  the  town. 

PHILIP  WELCH,  Superintend*,  n.. 
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SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE 


Several  meetings  of  the  Drainage  Committee  were  held  during  the 
past  year.  Several  conferences  were  held  with  officials  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  relative  to  the  proposed  design  of  a drainage 
system  to  eliminate  the  present  objectionable  conditions  in  Reading 
adjacent  to  Lake  Quannapowitt. 

A final  design  emerged  from  these  conferences  which  received  the 
approval  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the  Reading 
Drainage  Committee  as  required  by  Chapter  458  of  the  Acts  of  1939. 

This  design  will,  if  followed,  immeasurably  better  the  drainage  area 
of  the  Town  which  empties  into  Lake  Quannapowitt.  It  will  eliminate 
■complaints  which  are  made  yearly  by  citizens  of  a large  area  of  the 
Town.  The  proposed  design  affects  the  drainage  of  approximately  30 
per  cent  of  the  area  of  the  Town.  The  entire  drainage  area  of  the 
southeast  section  of  the  Town  is  affected.  This  area  runs  north  to 
Wakefield  Street  and  Haverhill  Street,  north  west  to  Auburn  Street, 
west  to  Prospect  Street  and  West  Street,  and  south  west  to  Summer 
Avenue  and  Hopkins  Street.  It  can  thus  be  seen  that  a very  substan- 
tial and  heavily  settled  section  of  the  Town  depends  on  the  proposed 
design  for  proper  and  efficient  drainage.  This  section  includes  a heavily 
settled  residential  area  as  well  as  practically  all  of  the  business  sections 
of  the  Town. 

A public  hearing  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Works  on  June  26,  1940  at  2:30  p.  m.,  after  due  notification 
to  all  interested  parties  as  required  by  law.  The  Drainage  Committee 
attended  the  hearing.  This  hearing  did  not  result  in  any  changes  being 
made  in  the  proposed  design.  The  plan  of  the  proposed  design  was 
then  signed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  by  the  members  of  the  Reading  Drainage  Committee  and 
thereby  became  the  official  plan  for  the  construction  of  a Drainage 
System  for  the  Lake  Quannapowitt  Drainage  area  of  the  Town  of 
Reading. 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Works,  at  the  request  of  the 
Reading  Drainage  Committee,  has  filed  with  the  Federal  Authorities  a 
W.  P.  A.  Project  covering  the  proposed  construction. 

This  project  is  now  in  Washington  awaiting  approval  which  it  is 
expected  will  be  given  in  the  near  future. 

All  members  of  the  Drainage  Committee  have  been  exceptionally 
faithful  in  attending  meetings  and  have  accomplished  much  in  a short 
time. 

It  is  the  sincere  hope  of  the  Committee  that  the  Town  will  approve 
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their  recommendations  and  provide  funds  for  the  proposed  construc- 
tion. This  proposed  construction  will  eliminate  a condition  which  has. 
been  a constant  source  of  trouble  and  irritation  for  many  years  past. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  extend  its  thanks  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  for  their  unfailing  co-operation.  Also  the  Com- 
mittee wishes  to  extend  its  thanks  to  the  other  Town  Departments  for 
their  courtesy  and  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

WENDELL  P.  DAVIS,  Chairman 
HAROLD  W.  PUTNAM,  Secretary 
CARL  GOODRIDGE 
WILLIAM  A.  CONNELLY 
PHILIP  WHITE 
SAMUEL  H.  DAVIS 
REP.  ARTHUR  COOLIDGE 
EDWARD  A.  BROPHY 
HERBERT  W.  HUNT 
FRED  LAIDLAW 
GEORGE  ZANNI 

Reading  Drainage  Committee 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK  AND  FOOD 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health, 

Gentlemen : 

The  inspection  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  Town  of  Reading  has  con- 
sisted of  the  analysis  of  samples  of  milk  taken  from  the  local  milk  for  its 
bacteria  count,  fat  and  total  solids  content,  also  in  the  inspection  of  the 
local  dairies  and  the  equipment  used.  One  hundred  and  seventeen 
samples  were  analyzed  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  most  cases. 

The  inspections  consisted  of  the  inspection  of  the  cows  and  barns 
for  their  cleanliness  and  general  condition,  the  milk-rooms  and  the 
equipment  in  use,  also  the  manner  in  which  the  milk  was  handled.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  inspection  of  the  food  supply  consisted  in  an  inspection  of  all 
stores,  bakeries  and  restaurants  where  food  was  stored,  sold  and  handled. 
Also  in  some  cases  in  the  inspection  of  the  food  itself.  Sanitary  con- 
ditions in  general  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory.  Twenty-eight  in- 
spections were  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  M.  SMITH, 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food 
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REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  completed  by  the  Department 
of  Weights  and  Measures  of  the  Town  of  Reading  for  the  year  1940. 

In  addition  to  the  testing  and  sealing  of  all  scales,  weights,  measures 
and  gasoline  pumps,  you  will  note  that  several  inspections  were  made 
and  also  many  re-weighings  of  commodities  that  were  put  up  sale. 


Work  Performed  from  Jan.  1,  1940  to  Dec.  31,  1940,  inclusive 


1.  Scales: 


Adjusted  Sealed  Condemned 


Platform,  over  10,000  lbs 3 

Platform,  100  to  4,000  lbs 3 4 

Counter,  100  to  5,000  lbs 2 

Counter,  under  100  lbs 2 15 

Spring,  100  to  5,000  lbs 5 

Spring,  under  100  lbs 17  29 

Computing,  under  100  lbs 15  32 

Personal  weigher,  slot  3 

Prescription  1 

2.  Weights: 

Avoirdupois  59 

Apothecary  9 

Metric  10 

3.  Volumetric  Measures: 

Liquid  Measures  14 

Dry  Measures  4 

4.  Automatic  Liquid  Measuring  Devices: 

Gasoline  Meter  Systems  22  69 

Kerosene  Pumps  1 

Grease  Measuring  Devices  ....  3 

5.  Linear  Measures: 

Yard  Sticks  15 

Tapes  1 


2 

3 


6 


59  278  11 
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Trial  Weighings  and  Measurements  of  Commodities  Sold  or  Put  Up 

For  Sale 


Commodity 


Total  No.  No.  Incorrect 
Tested  Correct  Under  Over 


Beans  

Bread  

Butter  

Coal,  in  paper  bags  . . . 
Dry  Commodities  . . . 

Flour  

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Grain  and  Feed 

Ice  

Meat  and  Provisions  . 
Potatoes  


5 

24 

10 

6 

32 

5 
4 

6 
4 
4 

12 


5 

16 

9 

4 

26 

4 

2 

6 
1 
3 
8 


2 6 

1 

1 1 

4 2 

1 

1 1 

3 

1 

2 2 


112  84  12  16 


Inspections  Made: 


Paper  and  fibre  cartons  1 

Pedlers’  licenses  2 

Markings  of  bread  3 

Markings  of  food  pkgs 2 

Markings  of  coal  in  paper  bags  2 

Transient  vendors  2 

Clinical  thermometers  1 

Pedlers’  scales  2 

Ice  scales  4 

Junk  scales  1 

Retests  of  gasoline  devices  after  sealing  3 

Respectfully  submitted, 


CARL  M.  SMITH, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CUSTODIAN  OF  SOLDIERS’ 
AND  SAILORS’  GRAVES 


Reading,  Massachusetts, 
Dec.  31,  1940. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Town  of  Reading: 

I respectfully  submit  my  report  as  Custodian  of  Soldiers’  and  Sail- 
ors’ Graves  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1940. 

There  were  three  lots  and  five  graves  repaired  in  Laurel  Hill  Cem- 
etery and  alsc*  one  foundation. 

Stepping  stones  were  made  and  installed  in  Forest  Glen  Cemetery 
on  the  Veteran  Plot. 


Appropriation  $ 600.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 427.50 

Repairs  on  Vet.  Lots  in  Laurel  Hill  Cem.  85.00 

Installing  Stepping  Stones  in  Veteran  Plot, 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery  70.00 

1 Lawn  Mower  17.50 


$ 600.00  $ 600.00 

The  following  Veterans  have  passed  away  during  the  year  1940 : 

Spanish  War 

Lot  No.  173,  Laurel  Hill  Cem.,  Edgar  O.  Dewey,  61  years,  died 
June  22,  1940,  buried  June  25,  1940,  Co.  A.  6th  Regiment. 

Lot  No.  1245,  Laurel  Hill  Cem.,  James  W.  Deering,  66  years,  died 
Aug.  28th,  buried  Aug.  31st. 


World  War 

Lot  No.  1237,  Laurel  Hill  Cem.,  Michael  F.  McSheehy,  48  years, 
died  May  11th,  buried  May  14th. 

Let  No.  727,  Laurel  Hill  Cem.,  Newton  Tucker,  48  years,  died 
June  28th,  buried  July  1st. 
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Yours  very  truly, 

HARRY  A.  TURNER. 


REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 


Taxes  1935 

Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 70.72 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  28.26 

Additional  Commitment  4.00 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 94.98 

Abated  8.00 


$ 102.98  $ 102.98 

« 

Taxes  1936 

Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 353.65 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  59.53 

Refunds  Account  Taxes  8.00 

Refunds  Account  Interest  and  Costs  2.40 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 248.49 

Abated  147.68 

Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs  2.40 

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  25.01 


$ 423.58  $ 423.58 

Taxes  1937 

Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 1,574.97 

Adjustment  283.05 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  252.32 

Refunds  Account  Taxes  14.00 

Refunds  Account  Interest  and  Costs  3.62 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 1,050.37 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  9.01 

Abated  962.00 

Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs  3.62 

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  102.96 


$ 2,127.96  $ 2,127.96 
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Taxes  and  Assessments  1938 


Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 41,947.03 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  2,994.94 

Refund  Account  Taxes  98.98 

Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs  5.02 

Transferred  From  Tax  Title  216.56 

Paid  Treasurer  

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  

Abated  


Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs 
Refund  Account  Overpayment 
Uncollected  December  31,  1940  


$ 45,262.53 

Taxes  and  Assessments  1939 


Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $170,793.29 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  3,489.34 

Additional  Commitment  915.44 

Refund  Account  Taxes  1,590.11 

Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs  .70 

Adjustment  .02 

Paid  Treasurer  

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  

Refund  Account  Interest  and  Costs  

Abated  

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  


$176,788.90 

Taxes  and  Assessments  1940 


General  Tax  Warrant  $641,345.74 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  592.27 

Refunds  Account  Taxes  2,576.01 

Refunds  Account  Interest  and  Costs  .35 

To  Be  Refunded  48.41 

Adustment  77.44 

Paid  Treasurer  

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  

Refunds  Interest  and  Costs  

Abated  

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  


$644,640.22 


$ 42,88 6.66 
1,354.75 
685.88 
5.02 
27.63 
302.59 


$ 45,262.53 


$130,134.47 

1,514.53 

.70 

2,311.98 

42,827.22 


$176,788.90 


$478,680.32 

3,577.10 

.35 

6,456.95 

155,925.50 


$644,640.22 
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Sewer  Rentals 


Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 1,254.51 

Committed  1940  9,370.56 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  140.62 

Refunds  Sewer  Rentals  22.52 

Refunds  Interest  and  Costs  .96 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 9,616.82 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  36.44 

Refunds  Interest  and  Costs  .96 

Refund  Account  Overpayment  7.30 

Abated  55.82 

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  1,071.83 


$ 10,789.17  $ 10,789.17 

Highway  Betterment 

Commitments,  1940  $ 5,628.91 

Deferred  Payments  $ 5,628.91 


$ 5,628.91  $ 5,628.91 

Advanced  Payment  Apportioned  Highway  ...  $ 162.48 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 162.48 


$ 162.48  $ 162.48 

Sidewalk  Betterment 

Commitments,  1940  $ 2,251.25 

Deferred  Payments  $ 2,251.25 


$ 2,251.25  $ 2,251.25 

Advanced  Payments  Apportioned  Sidewalks  . . $ 704.53 

Interest  Collected  .36 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 704.89 


$ 704.89  $ 704.89 

Sewer  Betterment 

Commitments,  1940  $ 3,059.60 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 255.60 

Abated  329.95 

Deferred  Payments  2,474.05 


$ 3,059.60  $ 3,059.60 
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Advanced  Payment  Apportioned  Sewer  $ 91.42 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 91.42 


$ 91.42  $ 91.42 

Sewer  House  Connection 

Commitment,  1940  $ 450.73 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 40.54 

Deferred  Payments  410.19 


$ 450.73  $ 450.73 

Water  Liens  Added  to  Taxes 

Uncollected  December  31,  1939  $ 225.30 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  2.94 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 31.07 

Added  to  1940  Taxes  197.17 


$ 228.24  $ 228.24 

Water  Liens  Not  Added  to  Taxes 

Commitments,  1940  $ 393.50 

Interest  and  Costs  Collected  4.38 

Paid  Treasurer  $ 44.60 

Uncollected  December  31,  1940  353.28 


$ 397.88  $ 397.88 

Recapitulation 

Total  Receipts  from  Taxes  and  Assessments : 

Taxes  $613,287.70 

Highway  Assessments  and  Interest  2,584.09 

Sidewalk  Assessment  and  Interest  1,956.84 

Sewer  Assessment  and  Interest  10,441.96 

Water  Liens  653.64 

Motor  Vehicle  Assessments  27,553.52 

Interest,  Costs,  etc 7,640.96 


$664,118.71 

Paid  to  Treasurer  as  per  Treasurer’s  Receipts  $664,118.71 

GRACE  V.  VIALL, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  31,  1940 

The  transactions  in  the  General  Cash  Acount,  in  summary  form, 


were  as  follows : 

Balance  January  1,  1940  $154,975.49 

Receipts : 

Grace  V.  Viall,  Collector  $664,118.71 

Municipal  Light  Department  414,614.56 

Water  Department  59,334.13 

School  Department  8,739.64 

School  Cafeteria  9,498.47 

Cemetery  Department  8,599.93 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Department  ....  619.25 

Library  522.64 

Town  Clerk  3,246.46 

Hearings,  Licenses  and  Permits  1 ,1 14.00 

Other  Departmental  Receipts  4,353.12 

Old  Age  Assistance ; Grants  and  Refunds  72,969.79 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children ; Grants  and 

Refunds  12,692.1 2 

Welfare  and  Soldiers’  Relief;  Refunds  ....  19,140.89 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Rev.  500,000.00 

P.  W.  A.  Grant  for  Elementary  School  ....  19,550.53 

Municipal  Relief  Loan  30,000.00 

Tax  Title  Loan  2,500.00 

Loan  in  Anticipation  of  P.  W.  A.  Grant  . . 19,500.00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ; Taxes  . . 61,822.21 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ; Highway 

Fund  24,911.87 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ; Soldiers’ 

Benefits  1,252.42 

State  and  County;  Highway  Maintenance  . 4,272.34 

Light  Department ; Transfer  of  Income  . . 26,000.00 

Redemption  of  Property;  Taxes,  Interest 

and  Costs  7,258.37 

Trust  Funds  Income  2,891.50 

Trust  Funds  Transfers  2,695.63 

Miscellaneous  7,945.18 


Total  Receipts  $1,990,163.76 


$2,145,139.25 
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Disbursements  : 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Rev.  $525,000.00 

Funded  Debt  77,000.00 

Interest  on  Loans  and  Funded  Debt  11,752.06 

State  Tax  and  Assessments  54,176.04 

County  Tax  21,916.97 

Loan  in  Anticipation  of  P.  W.  A.  Grant  . . . 19,500.00 

Tax  Title  Loan  310.42 

Other  Disbursements  1,274,939.16 


Total  Disbursements  $1,984,594.65 


Balance  December  31,  1940  $160,544.60 

Notes  Issued  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue 

Outstanding  January  1,  1940  $275,000.00 

Notes  Issued  in  1940  500,000.00  $775,000.00 


Notes  Paid  in  1940  $525,000.00 

Outstanding  December  31,  1940  250,000.00  775,000.00 


Tax  Title  Loans 

Outstanding  January  1,  1940  $ 310.42 

Notes  Issued  in  1940  2,500.00  $ 2,810.4 2 


Notes  Paid  in  1940  $ 310.42 

Outstanding  December  31,  1940  2,500.00  2,810.42 


Funded  Debt 

'Outstanding  January  1,  1940  $519,000.00 

Notes  Issued  in  1940  30,000.00  $549,000.00 


Bonds  and  Notes  Paid  in  1940  $ 77,000.00 

Outstanding  December  31,  1940  472,000.00  549,000.00 


A more  detailed  statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  and  a 
statement  of  the  Trust  Funds  are  presented  in  the  Report  of  the  Town 
Accountant. 

PRESTON  F.  NICHOLS, 

Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


For  the  Year  ended  December  31,1  940 


RECEIPTS  1940 


TAXES 

Current  Year: 

Property  $443,813.04 

Poll  5,554.00 

Previous  Years: 

Property  162,703.76 

Poll  748.90 

Tax  Title  Redemptions  6,562.0 7 


From  the  State : 

Income  

Corporation  

Veterans’  Exemption  . 
Gas,  Elect,  and  Water 


LICENSES  AND  PERMITS: 
Board  of  Selectmen: 

Bowling  and  Pool  . . . 

Theatre  

Inn  Holder  

Auctioneer  

Common  Victualer  . . . 

Revolver  

Second  Hand  Auto  . . . 

Lord’s  Day  

Peddler’s  

Taxi  

Truck  

Junk  

Amusement  

Advertising  Hearings 


Board  of  Health  : 
Frozen  Desserts 
Pasteurization  . 
Physiotherapist 

Masseur  

Undertaker 


$619,381.77 


$ 46,596.16 
13,409.63 
379.92 
1,810.42 


$ 62,202.13 


$ 20.00 

57.00 

1.00 

14.00 
31.50 
31.50 

120.00 

130.50 

22.00 
8.00 

9.00 

20.00 

5.00 

12.00 


$ 481.50 

$ 15.00 

30.00 
1.00 
2.00 
4.00 


$ 52.00 
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TOWN  CLERK: 

Dog  Licenses : 

For  County  $ 1,731.00 

For  Town  151.00 

Fishing  and  Hunting: 

For  State  643.00 

For  Town  87.75 

Birth  Certificates  61.75 

Death  Certificates  37.00 

Marriage  Licenses  and  Certificates  235.50 

Recording  Mortgages  and  Discharges  206.50 

Gasoline  Licenses  21.50 

Copy  List  of  Births  .95 

Recording  Pole  Locations  44.80 

Garage  License  1.00 

Certificates  of  Residence  11.75 

Certificates  of  Business  4.00 

Postage  .41 

Certificates  of  Voters  .75 

Recording  Leases  1.00 

Duplicate  Dog  Tags  1.80 

Dog  License  Transfers  .50 

Title  Transfer  1.00 

Affidavits  .50 

Foreclosure  Notice  2.00 

Assignments  1.00 


$ 3,246.46* 

*$  2,351.20  paid  to  County  and  State,  due  County  $ 22.80 

$ 872.46  to  Town 

FINES  AND  FORFEITS: 

Court  Fines  $ 52.00 


GRANTS  AND  GIFTS: 

From  the  State : 

Aid  to  Industrial  Schools  $ 548.95 

Highways  Chapter  90  Maint 400.00 

Highways  Chapter  90  Const 2,295.76 

Chap.  504  Acts  1939  (Gas  Tax  Distribu- 
tion)   24,911.87 

Public  Health  Dept 648.58 


$ 


52.00 


$ 28,805.16 
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From  the  County: 

Dog  License  Fees  $ 1,348.68 

Highways  Chapter  90  Maint 400.00 

Highways  Chapter  90  Const 1,176.58 

U.  S.  Treasury.  Elem.  School  19,550.53 


$ 22,475.79 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS: 

Moth  and  Tree  Work  $ 468.00 

Sewer  Betterment  817.63 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing  Betterment  1,722.85 

Highway  Betterment  1,960.21 

Sewer  House  Connections  40.54 


$ 5,009.23 

PRIVILEGES: 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax $ 27,553.52 

Peddler’s  License  from  State  16.00 


DEPARTMENTAL  RECEIPTS: 
General  Government : 

Collector’s  Costs  and  Charges 

Collector’s  Certificates  

Board  of  Appeal  


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property : 
Sale  Material  


Inspection : 

Sealer  W.  and  M.  Fees 
Insp.  of  Milk  Fees  .... 
Insp.  of  Bldg.  Fees  . . . 


Forestry : 

Moth  and  Tree  Work  Bills 


$ 27,569.52 


$ 1,094.41 

76.00 

20.00 


$ 1,190.41 

$ 15.00 


$ 15,00 


$ 60.58 

28.50 
560.50 

$ 649.58 

$ 619.25 

$ 619.25 
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Health  and  Sanitation : 

Sewer  Rentals  $ 9,476.20 

Sewer  Rental  Costs  72.40 

Sundry  Charges  122.86 


$ 9,671.46 


Public  Works  Dept. : 

Sundry  Charges  $ 391.71 

Sale  Material  50.00 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Snow  Plowing  412.50 


$ 854.21 


Charities : 

Reimbursement  for  General  Aid  • 

From  Other  Cities  and  Towns  $ 3,208.37 

From  the  State  15,063.58 

Sale  Material  5.00 

Miscellaneous  5.00 

Reimbursement  for  Aid  Dep.  Children  : 

From  the  State  6,916.34 

Reimbursement  for  Old  Age  Assistance : 

From  Other  Cities  and  Towns  837.79 

From  the  State  31,068.00 

Reimbursement  for  State  Sick,  Poor : 

From  the  State  720.00 

Federal  Grants : 

Old  Age  Assist.  Adm $ 1,323.27 

Old  Age  Assist.  Aid  39,652.50 

Aid  Dep.  Children  Adm 325.23 

Aid  Dep.  Children  Aid  5,441.55 


$104,566.63 


Soldiers’  Benefits: 

Reimbursement  from  State : 

$ 450.00 

422.50 


State  Aid  . 
Military  Aid 
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$ 872.50 


Schools : 


Comm,  of  Mass.  Tuition  State  Wards..  $ 935.93 


Town  of  No.  Reading  Tuition  6,412.00 

Town  of  Andover  Tuition  136.50 

City  of  Boston  Tuition,  City  Wards 596.64 

School  Cafeterias  9,498.47 

Miscellaneous  109.62 


$ 17,689.16 


Library : 

Fines,  etc. 


$ 522.64 


$ 522.64 


PUBLIC  SERVICE  ENTERPRISES: 


Municipal  Light  Department: 

Sales,  Light  and  Power,  etc $375,448.70 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  36,608.53 

Sales,  Merchandise  and  Jobbing  2,631.65 


$414,688.88 


Water  Department: 

Sales  Water,  etc $ 59,334.13 

Water  Liens  653.64 

Water  Liens  Costs  7.32 


$ 59,995.09 

$474,683.97 


CEMETERIES: 


Sale  Lots  and  Graves  $ 1,370.00 

Interest  5.18 

Care  Lots  and  Graves  2,729.75 

Rent  House  240.00 

From  Soldiers’  Graves  Acct 155.00 


$ 4,499.93 
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INTEREST : 


On  Deferred  Taxes  $ 6,191.64 

On  Deferred  Betterment  Assts 965.82 

On  Sewer  Rentals  68.22 

On  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  130.61 

On  Tax  Title  Redemptions  696.30 

Premium  and  Accrued  Interest  66.78 


$ 8,119.37 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS: 

Anti,  of  Revenue  Loans  $500,000.00 

Anti,  of  Reimbursement  Loans  19,500.00 

Municipal  Relief  Loan  30,000.00 

Tax  Title  Loan  2,500.00 


$552,000.00 

AGENCY  TRUST  AND  INVESTMENT: 

Guarantee  Deposits : 

Sewer  House  Connections  $ 338.28 

Cemetery  Work  210.00 


$ 548.23 

Hospital  Fund: 

Income  $ 2,013.50 

Refund  28.00 


$ 2,041.50 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund: 

Bequests  $ 4,255.00 

Income  826.50 

For  Transfer  648.94 

For  Transfer  1,694.61 


$ 170.00 


R.  H.  S.  Scholarship  Fund: 
For  Transfer  


$ 7,425.05 


Library  Fund : 


For  Transfer  $ 205.58 


$ 205.58 

Morrison  Fund:  Income  $ 85.00 


$ 85.00 


REFUNDS : 


Insurance  Account : 

Municipal  Light  $ 1,792.39 

Water  Dept 1,078.31 

Sewer  Dept 387.69 

W.  P.  A.  Dept 183.08 

Miscellaneous  13.67 

Water  Dept 45.01 

Highway  Dept 3.29 

General  Revenue  301.19 

Land  Court  72.75 

W.  P.  A.  Account  3.42 

Poll  Tax  2.00 

Excise  Tax  3.28 

Soldiers’  Relief  Acct 6.00 

Selectmen’s  Expenses  4.50 

Elec,  and  Reg.  Expenses  2.70 

Collector  of  Taxes  5.00 

Highway  Dept 32.80 

Cash  Over  5.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Account  1.50 

Pub.  Welfare,  Town  Acct 182.48 

Pub.  Welfare,  O.  A.  A 148.69 

Pub.  Welfare,  A.  D.  C 9.00 


$ 4,283.75 
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UNCLASSIFIED: 


Gas  Tax  Refunds : 


Highway  Dept $ 208.60 

W.P.A.  Dept 123.35 

Road  Machinery  Acct 330.71 

Tailings  Account  2,302.27 

Sale  Land  1,209.00 

Duplicate  Deed  1.00 

Muncipal  Light  Dept,  to  Town  26,000.00 


Total  Receipts 


$ 30,174.93 

$1,990,163.76 


RECAPITULATION  OF  RECEIPTS 


General  Revenue : 

Taxes,  Towm  $619,381.77 

Taxes,  State  62,202.13 

Licenses,  Permits,  Fines  5,020.18 

Grants  and  Gifts  26,809.50 

Special  Assessments  15,218.79 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  27,553.52 

Departmental  Accounts  Rec 93,060.68 

Federal  Grants  66,293.08 

Public  Service  Enterprises  : 

Municipal  Light  Department  414.688.88 

Municipal  Water  Department  59,334.13 

Premium  and  Interest  8,119.37 

Municipal  Indebtedness  552,000.00 

Agency  Trust  and  Investment  10,630.41 

Municipal  Light  Department  to  Treasurer 26,000.00 

Refunds  and  Transfers  2,642.32 

All  Other  1,209.00 


$1,990,163.76 
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Public  Works 

Administrative  Kxpense  $ 6,335.00  $ 6,335.00  $ 6,326.43  $ 8.57 

Highway  Department  45,000.00  244.69B  45,244.69  44,841.70  $ 400.00  2.99 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  17,000.00  781.50*  17,781.50  17,781.06  .44 


Public  Works:  continued 
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Insurance  $ 14,035.57  $ 3,455.14B  $ 17,490.71  $ 15,973.14  $ 1,500.00  $ 17.57 

Reserve  Fund  Art.  7 4,000.00  4,000.00  4,000.00 

Land  Court  Exp.  Art.  6 300.00  300.00  190.90  109.10 

Middlesex  Cnty.  T.  B.  Hosp.  Art.  10  8,089.01  8,089.01  .8,089.01 

Unpaid  Bills  Art.  8 100.00  25.00R  125.00  124.14  .86 
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Taxes  1936  8.00 

Taxes  1937  10.00 

Taxes  1938  88.88 

Taxes  1939  1,513.95 

Taxes  1940  1,664.95 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1937  4.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1938  10L10 
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Cemetery  Work,  Guarantee  Deposits  210.00  210.00  7.00  203.00 

Dog  License  Fees  to  County  5.40  1,731.00  1,736.40  1,713.60  22.80 

Sporting  License  Fees  to  State 643.00  643.00  643.00 
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State  Par 

Veteran’s 

Municipal 

Loan — An 
Temp.  Lo 

TOTAL  PAYMENTS  1940— $1,984,594.65 

* Additional  to  Maturing  Debt  previously  reported 

B — Refunds.  F — Federal  Grants.  R — Reserve  Fund.  T — Transfers. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  PAYMENTS 


Departmental  Expenditures  $762,672.15 

Public  Service  Enterprises : 

Municipal  Light  Department  419,398.26 

Water  Department  55,062.08 

W.  P.  A.  Materials  24,684.97 

Elementary  School  Building  28,772.75 

Interest,  not  inc.  Water,  Light  and  Sewer  . . 4,400.27 

Funded  Debt,  not  inc.  Water,  Light,  Sewer  . 45,000.00 

Temporary  Loans  544,500.00 

Agency,  Trust  and  Investment  10,420.90 

State  and  County  Taxes  76,093.11 

Unclassified  13,590.26 


TREASURER’S  CASH 


Cash  on  Hand  Jan.  1,  1940  $ 154,975.49 

Receipts  1940  1,990,163.76 


Total  $2,145,139.35 

Payments  1940  1,984,594.65 


Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31,  1940  

Cash  on  Hand  in  Offices  Dec.  31,  1940 


$1,984,594.65 


$160,544.60 

440.00 
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ACCOUNTING  TAXES  AND  ASSESSMENTS 
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Interest  on  Taxes  6,191.64 

Interest  on  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  130.61 

Collector’s  Certificates  . 76.00 

Collector’s  Costs  and  Charges  1,094.41 

Recording,  etc.  7.32 


General  Government: 

Selectmen’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 500.00 

Refund  4.50 


$ 504.50 

Telephone  $ 99.83 

Printing  and  Stationery  146.82 

Postage  and  Box  Rent  14.61 

Towel  Supply  14.30 

Selectmen’s  Association  25.50 

Advertising  Hearings  12.00 

Signs  12.35 

Hearings  Expense  46.70 

Cemetery  Department  9.50 

Office  Equipment  64.60 

All  other  13.04 


Total  Payments  $ 459.25 

Balance  to  Revenue  45.25 


$ 504.50 

Selectmen’s  Clerical,  Appropriation  $ 1,310.00 

Salary,  Clerk  $ 1,310.00 

Town  Accountant’s  Salary,  Appropriation  $ 2,000.00 

Salary,  Town  Accountant  $ 2,000.00 

Treasurer’s  Salary,  Appropriation  $ 1,200.00 

Salary  Treasurer  $ 1,200.00 

Treasurer’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 700.00 

Telephone  $ 55.19 

Postage  384.87 

Office  Suppiles  128.17 

Certification  of  Notes  74.00 

All  other  21.00 


Total  Payments  $ 663.23 

Balance  to  Revenue  36.77 


$ 700.00 

Treasurer’s  Clerical,  Appropriation  $ 350.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  25.00 


$ 375.00 
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Clerk  Hire  

Balance  to  Revenue 


$ 369.38 

5.62 


$ 375.00 


Collector’s  Salary,  Appropriation  $ 2,300.00 

Salary,  Collector  $ 2,300.00 

Collector’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 1,000.00 

Refunds  5.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  45.00 


$ 1,050.00 

Telephone  $ 53.06 

Postage  407.76 

Stationery,  Ptg.  and  Adv 240.83 

Books  135.00 

Towel  Supply  7.70 

Office  Equipment  and  Supplies  107.52 

Bond,  Dep.  Collector  20.00 

Registry  of  Deeds  61.02 

All  other  8.85 


Total  Payments  $ 1,041.74 

Balance  to  Revenue  8.26 


$ 1,050.00 

$ 700.00 

$ 575.88 

124.12 


$ 700.00 

Board  of  Assessor’s  Salaries,  Appropriation  . . $ 1,800.00 

Salaries,  Assessors  $ 1,800.00 

Board  of  Assescor’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  . . $ 1,300.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  25.00 


$ 1,325.00 

$ 183.75 

42.32 
74.50 
241.13 
7.70 
173.97 
66.20 


Assistant  Assessors  

Telephone  

Postage  

Stationery  and  Printing  

Towel  Supply  

Office  Equip,  and  Supplies  . . 
Auto  Hire  and  Transportation 


Collector’s  Clerical,  Appropriation 

Clerk  Hire  

Balance  to  Revenue  
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Registry  of  Deeds  46.85 

Association  Meetings  34.30 

All  other  13.50 


Total  Payments  $ 884.22 

Transfer  to  Block  System  425.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  15.78 


$ 1,325.00 

Board  of  Assessors’s  Clerical  Appropriation  ...  $ 2,444.00 

Salaries,  Clerks  $ 2,444.00 

Block  System  Survey,  Appropriation  $ 100.00 

Transferred  from  Assessors  Expense  425.00 


$ 525.00 

Services,  Surveying,  etc $ 480.50 

Balance  to  Revenue  44.50 


$ 525.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Salary,  Appropriation  $ 1,000.00 

Salary,  Counsel  $ 1,000.00 

Town  Counsel’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 425.00 

Transfer  from  Land  Court  Exp 109.10 


$ 534.10 

Stenographic  Services  $ 358.80 

Telephone  54.29 

Court  Costs  21.25 

Stationery  and  Supplies  36.00 

Postage  and  Car  Fares  36.62 

All  other  17.25 


Total  Payments  $ 524.21 

Balance  to  Revenue  9.89 


$ 534.10 

Town  Clerk’s  Salary,  Appropriation  $ 864.55 

Salary,  Town  Clerk  $ 864.55 

Town  Clerk’s  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 600.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  100.00 


$ 700.00 
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Vital  Statistics  $ 100.00 

Recording  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  . 375.25 

Stationery,  Printing  and  Office  Supplies  . . 222.75 


Total  Payments  $ 698.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.00 


$ 700.00 

Board  of  Registrar’s  Salaries,  Appropriation  . . $ 315.00 

Salaries,  Board  of  Registrars  $ 315.00 

Board  of  Registrars’  Expenses,  Special  Appro.  $ 1,100.00 

Clerical  $ 924.75 

Stationery  and  Printing  71.00 

All  other  10.00 


Total  Payments  $ 1,005.75 

Transfer  to  Elec,  and  Reg 94.25 


$ 1,100.00 

Election  and  Registration,  Appropiation  $ 2,500.00 

Refund  2.70 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  150.00 

Transfer  from  Registrars’  Exp.  Spec 94.25 


$ 2,746.95 

Election  Officers  $ 1,501.45 

Pub.  Warrants  and  Printing  401.00 

Install.  Booths  and  Equip 169.58 

Printing  Voting  Lists  305.35 

Rent,  Hall  284.00 

All  other  68.72 


Total  Payments  $ 2,730.10 

Balance  to  Revenue  16.85 


$ 2,746.95 

Planning  Board  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 450.00 

Clerical  $ 19.50 

Blue  Prints  and  Maps  70.99 

Prof.  F.  J.  Adams  25.00 

Map  Cabinet  161.40 

Federation  of  Plan.  Boards  15.00 
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Am.  Soc.  of  Civil  Engineers  1.20 

Telephone  1.10 

Express  Charges  .50 


Total  Payments  $ 294.69 

Balance  to  Revenue  155.31 


$ 450.00 


Miscellaneous  Expenses,  Appropriation  $ 3,500.00 

Clerical  Services  .* $ 1,097.57 

Printing  Town  Report  1,310.40 

Other  Printing  and  Stationery  223.51 

Old  South  Clock  198.68 

Finance  Committee  Expense  184.94 

Board  of  Appeal  Expense  62.00 

Insp.  of  Wires  Expense  139.46 

Insp.  of  Bldg.  Expense  16.52 

Lighting,  War  Memorial  21.36 

Damage  Claims  20.00 

Signs  30.00 

Office  Equipment  64.60 

All  other  41.62 


Total  Payments  $ 3,410.66 

Balance  to  Revenue  89.34 


$ 3,500.00 


Municipal  Building  Expenses,  Appropriation  . . $ 2,200.00 

Janitor’s  Services  $ 1,040.00 

Janitor’s  Supplies  123.73 

Fuel  290.88 

Lighting  303.36 

Water  and  Sewer  35.50 

Ash  Removal  10.13 

Repairs  265.53 

Maint.  Grounds  4.40 

Furniture  29.25 

Decorating  50.00 

Flag  and  Flag  Pole  35.90 

All  other  2.85 


Total  Payments 


$ 2,191.53 
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Balance  to  Revenue 


8.47 


$ 2,200.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Police  Department  Salaries,  Appropriation  ...  $ 37,170.00 

Salary,  Chief  $ 2,800.00 

Salaries,  Sergeants  4,800.00 

Salaries,  Patrolmen  23,625.49 

Reserve  Officers  4,840.50 

Special  Officers  51.00 

Keeper  of  Lock-up  100.00 

Clerk  900.00 


Total  Payments  $ 37,116.99 

Balance  to  Revenue  53.01 


$ 37,170.00 

Police  Department  Maintenance,  Appropriation  $ 4,570.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  1,100.00 


$ 5,670.00 

Chief’s  Expenses  $ 50.65 

Telephone  Expense  169.35 

Gas  and  Oil  839.63 

Traffic  Lights  2,053.91 

Traffic  Lanes  and  Signs  381.60 

Radio  Service  and  Repairs  337.45 

Printing  and  Stationery  196.33 

Coats,  Caps  and  Boots  35.00 

Auto  Repairs  489.38 

Teletype  513.00 

Station  Signals  176.00 

New  Car  341.24 

All  other  25.90 


Total  Payments  5,609.35 

Balance  to  Revenue  60.65 


$ 5,670.00 

Police  Station  Maintenance,  Appropriation  ....  $ 1,425.00 

Water  and  Sewer  $ 77.74 

Gas  and  Electricity  189.72 

Fuel  251.06 
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Repairs  24.74 

Furniture  23.90 

Janitor’s  Supplies  85.91 

Janitor’s  Salary  600.00 

Laundry 35.54 

All  other  1.00 


Total  Payments  $ 1,289.61 

Balance  to  Revenue  135.39 


$ 1,425.00 

Fire  Department  Salaries,  Appropriation  $ 19,957.76 

Salary,  Chief  $ 2,600.00 

Salary,  Deputy  Chief  2,400.00 

Salary,  Captain  2,300.00 

Salary,  Lieutenant  2,200.00 

Salaries,  Men  10,457.76 


Total  Payments  $ 19,957.76 

Fire  Department  Salaries,  Call  Men,  Appro.  ...  $ 3,546.00 

Salaries,  Captains  $ 354.00 

Salaries,  Men  3,192.00 


Total  Payments  $ 3,546.00 

O.  O.  Ordway  Pension,  Appropriation  $ 1,300.00 

Pension  Payments  $ 1,300.00 

Fire  Department  Maintenance,  Appropriation  . . $ 3,735.00 

Chief’s  Expenses  $ 26.50 

Telephone  207.29 

Laundry  245.04 

Bedding,  etc 63.07 

Motor  Apparatus  534.19 

Gasoline  and  Oil  304.54 

Other  Equipment  Repairs  290.93 

New  Hose  990.06 

New  Appliances  204.35 

Equipment  and  Supplies  359.36 

Office  Expenses  76.94 

Boots,  Coats,  Helmets,  etc 138.68 

Forest  Fires  30.00 
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Deputy  Forest  Warden  15.00 

All  other  163.72 


Total  Payments  $ 3,649.67 

Balance  to  Revenue  85.33 


$ 3.735.00 

Fire  Stations  Maintenance,  Appropriation  $ 1,220.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  100.00 


$ 1,320.00 

Central  Station : 

Gas  $ 53.97 

Fuel 437.85 

Building  Repairs  272.47 

Lighting 74.74 

Water  and  Sewer  72.41 

Supplies  130.80 


$ 1,042.24 

Engine  No.  2 House : 

Fuel  $ 93.08 

Building  Repairs  38.48 

Lighting 15.05 

Water  and  Sewer  12.00 

Supplies  10.32 

Steward  100.00 


$ 268.93 

Total  Payments  $ 1,311.17 

Balance  to  Revenue  8.83 


$ 1,320.00 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance,  Appropriation  $ 1,550.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  50.00 


$ 1,600.00 

Salary  of  Supt $ 250.00 

Pay  Roll  618.40 

Auto  Truck  Expense  38.77 

Supplies,  Material  and  Equipment  616.98 

Power  and  Lighting  51.17 
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All  other 


22.21 


Total  Payments  $ 1,597.53 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.47 


$ 1,600.00 

Fire  Alarm  Underground  Ext.  Spec.  Appro.  ...  $ 3,000.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 573.70 

Material  and  Supplies  2,425.73 


Total  Payments  $ 2,999.43 

Balance  to  Revenue  .57 


$ 3,000.00 

Moth  Department  Maintenance,  Appropriation  $ 5,200.00 

Salary,  Superintendent  $ 1,800.00 

Payroll  2,201.74 

Telephone  39.41 

Printing  and  Postage  30.50 

Rent  132.00 

Auto  Truck  and  Spray  Exp 431.61 

Supplies  555.36 

All  other  5.00 


Total  Payments  $ 5,195.62 

Balance  to  Revenue  4.38 


$ 5,200.00 

Tree  Warden  Maintenance,  Appro $ 3,200.00 

Salary,  Tree  Warden  $ 400.00 

Pay  Roll  • 2,148.86 

Supplies  106.07 

Truck  Hire  154.00 

Trees  104.00 

Loam  48.75 

Auto  Expense  191.26 

Rent  12.00 

All  other  19.53 


Total  Payments  $ 3,184.47 

Balance  to  Revenue  15.53 
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$ 3,200.00 


Hydrant  Rentals,  Appropriation  $ 5,562.00 

Water  Department  $ 5,562.00 

Drinking  Fountains,  Appropriation  $ 100.00 

Water  Department  $ 100.00 

Inspector  of  Bldgs.  Salary,  Appro $ 500.00 

Salary,  Inspector  $ 500.00 

Inspector  Wires  Salary,  Appro $ 200.00 

Salary,  Inspector  $ 200.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Salary,  Appro.  $ 500.00 

Salary,  Sealer  $ 500.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Exp.  Appro.  . $ 250.00 

Transportation  of  Weights  $ 179.33 

Equipment  8.05 


Total  Payments  $ 187.38 

Balance  to  Revenue  62.62 


$ 250.00 

Board  of  Health  Salaries,  Appro $ 300.00 

Salary,  Secretary  $ 150.00 

Salaries,  Other  Members  150.00 


Total  Payments  $ 300.00 

Board  of  Health  Expenses,  Appro $ 225.00 

Telephone  $ 54.32 

Printing  and  Stationery  15.72 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food  65.20 

Disposition  of  Animals  65.50 

All  other  1.85 


Total  Payments  , $ 202.59 

Balance  to  Revenue  22.41 


$ 225.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing  Salary,  Appro $ 565.25 

Salary,  Inspector  $ 518.10 

Balance  to  Revenue  47.15 


$ 565.25 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Food,  Appro $ 200.00 

Salary,  Inspector  $ 200.00 

Game  Warden  Salary,  Appro $ 100.00 

Salary,  Game  Warden  $ 100.00 
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Dog  Officer’s  Salary,  Appro 

Salary,  Dog  Officer  $ 300.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Salary,  Appro 

Salary,  Inspector  $ 200.00 

Care  of  Contagious  Diseases,  Appro 

North  Reading  San $ 477.00 

Middlesex  County  San 2,991.00 

Mass.  Memorial  Hospital  521.00 

Medical  Care  501.93 

Health  Inspection  215.16 

Rabies  Inoculation  163.00 

Mass.  General  Hospital  230.00 

Malden  Contagious  • 267.32 

Milk  Tests  78.00 

Supplies  32.98 

All  other  20.45 

Total  Payments  $ 5,497.84 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.16 

$ 5,500.00 

Garbage  Collection,  Appropriation  

Contract  Payments  $ 2,500.00 

Dental  Clinic,  Appro 

Expenses  $ 583.50 

Balance  to  Revenue  66.50 


$ 650.00 

Child  Welfare,  Appro 

Expenses  $ 400.00 

Street  Lighting,  Appro 

Municipal  Light  Dept $ 14,500.00 


GENERAL  AID  1940 

Balance  from  1939  

Appropriation  

Refunds  and  Credits  

Transfer  from  A.  D.  C.  Account  

Transfer  from  O.  A.  A.  Adm.  Acct 

Transfer  from  General  Aid  Adm.  Acct 

Transfer  from  Interest  Acct 

Transfer  from  Insurance  Acct 

Transfer  from  Special  Labor  Acct 

Appropriation,  Loan  


$ 300.00 

$ 200.00 
$ 5,500.00 


$ 2,500.00- 
$ 650.00 


$ 400.00 

$ 14,500.00 


$ 3,271.86 
42,500.00 
182.48 
1,800.00 
100.00 
200.00 
700.00 

1.500.00 
2,000.00 

2.200.00 


$ 54,454.34 
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Payments : 


Cash  Aid  

Eabor  Cash  

Board  

Shelter  

Food  

Fuel  and  Light  

Medical  and  Hospital  (see  sub-classification)  . 

Clothing  

Household  Necessities  

Mass.  Hospital  School,  Canton  

Division  Child  Guardianship,  Comm,  of  Mass.  . 
State  Hospital  and  Infirmary,  Tewksbury  .... 

House  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  Boston  

State  Hospital,  Pondville  

Burials  

Paid  other  Cities  and  Towns  


Unallocated  Payments : 

Transportation  of  Recipients  . . $ 125.39 


Gasoline  and  Oil,  Trucking  ....  231.45 

Truck  Maintenance  215.77 

Wood  Yard  Expense  266.05 

Standing  Wood  — for  W.  P.  A. 

Cutting  Project  1,190.63 

Wood,  Purchased  by  Cord  83.50 

Surplus  Comm.  Distri.  Center 

Paid  for  Fed.  Surplus  Milk  712.64 

Proportion  Warehouse  Rent  . . 60.00 

Apportionment  Admn.  Exp.  . . 212.92 

W.  P.  A.  Office  Bldg.  Project  . . 149.35 


Other 


Potal  Payments  . . 
Balance  to  1941  . . 


$ 10,012.93 
9,215.49 

2.123.10 
5,826.21 
8,141.63 
1,827.83 
4,804.41 

670.38 

16.50 

318.85 

1.620.10 
717.74 
538.28 
212.50 
357.00 

2,785.98 


3,247.70 


27.47 


52,464.10 

1,990.24 
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$ 54,454.34 


General  Aid  Administrative  1940 


Appropriation  $ 4,500.00 

Payments : 

Salaries : 

Supervisory  and  Clerical  $ 1,578.60 

Visiting  and  Investigation  1,729.95 

Wood  Yard  and  Truck  Foreman  210.75 

Visitors’  Expense,  Travel  187.09 

Welfare  Board  and  Supervisory  Expense  154.73 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  162.18 

Printing  and  Postage  115.30 

Telephone  129.21 

Social  Service  Index  25.50 

Other  2.70 


Total  Payments  $ 4,296.01 

Transfer  to  General  Aid  Account  200.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  3.99 


$ 4,500.00 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  1940 


Balance  from  1939  $ 310.76 

Appropriation  18,000.00 

Federal  Grants  5,441.55 

Refund  9.00 


Payments  : 

Regular  Cash  Assistance 
Special  Cash  Allowances : 
Medical : 

Doctors  

Nursing  

Dental  

Optical  

Hospital  Charges 
Medicine  

Rent  

Fuel  

Clothing  


$ 23,761.31 

$ 19,575.55 


$ 402.50 

19.00 
52.25 
38.40 
381.92 

72.94  967.01 


61.00 

53.50 

46.20 


Other  7.40 


$ 20,710.66 

Transferred  to  General  Aid  Account  1,800.00 

Transferred  to  O.  A.  A.  Account  1,000.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  250.65 


$ 23,761.31 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Administrative 

Appropriation  

Federal  Grants  


$ 570.00 

325.23 


Payments  : 

Salaries  : 

Supervisory  and  Clerical  $ 

Visiting  and  Investigation  

Wood  Yard  and  Truck  Foreman  

Visiting  and  Supervisory,  Travel  Expense  .... 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  

Printing  and  Postage  

Telephone  


$ 895.23 


293.40 

352.55 

11.00 

49.55 

29.85 

18.70 

3.83 


Total  Payments  $ 758.88 

Balance  to  Revenue  136.35 


$ 895.23 


Old  Age  Assistance 

Balance  from  1939  

Appropriation  

Appropriation,  Additional  

Federal  Grants  

Refunds  and  Credits  


$ 500.00 

45,000.00 
1,000.00 
39,652.50 
196.48 


Payments  : 

Regular  Cash  Assistance 
Special  Cash  Allowances  : 
Medical : 

Doctors  Fees  

Hospital  Charges 
Medicine 


$ 86,348.98 

$ 80,233.67 


$ 1,260.50 
848.62'  • 

• 662.16 
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Nursing  681.25 

Optical  62.50 

Dental  3.00  $ 3,518.03 

Fuel  240.18 

Clothing  , 9.78 

Other  3.25 

Payments  on  Account  of  Deceased  Persons : 

Burial  Expense  $ 1,100.00 

Doctors’  Charges  and  Nursing  297.35 

Medicine  92.30 

Board  and  Care  40.41 

Clothing  .78 

Hospital  189.25 

Payments  to  Other  Cities  and  Towns  619.37 


Total  Payments  $ 86,344.37 

Balance  to  Revenue  4.61 


$ 86,348.98 
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Old  Age  Assistance  Administrative 


.Appropriation  $ 2,500.00 

Federal  Grants  1,323.27 


$ 3,823.27 

Payments  : 


Salaries,  Supt.,  Clerical  and  Inv $ 3,098.00 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  326.04 

Travel  Expense  4.94 

Stationery  and  Printing  136.00 

Postage  42.00 

Telephone  80.19 

Miscellaneous  11.40 

> 

Total  Payments  $ 3,698.57 

Transfer  to  General  Aid  1Q0.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  24.70 


$ 3,823.27 
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Soldiers’  Relief 


Appropriation  

Appropriation  Additional 
Transfer  from  Military  Aid 


$ 11,700.00 

300.00 

200.00 


$ 12,200.00 

Cash  Payroll  $ 8,932.90 

Work  Payroll  575.20 

Food  434.40 

Fuel  (coal  and  oil)  305.74 

Medicine,  medical  and  hospital  468.60 

Clothing  52.45 

Rent  498.00 

Office  Supplies  10.00 

Visiting  Nurse  117.00 

Glasses  38.30 

Agent’s  Salary,  etc 617.06 


Total  Payments  $ 12,049.65 

Balance  to  1941  150.35 


$ 12,200.00 

State  Aid 

Appropriation  $ 600.004 

Payments  $ 360.00 

Transfer  to  Soldiers’  Rel 200.00 


$ 560.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  40.00 


$ 600.00 

Military  Aid 

Appropriation  $ 900.001 

Payments  $ 830.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  70.00 
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$ 900.00 


WORKS  PROGRESS  ADMINISTRATION 


Balance  from  1939  $ 2,469.88 

1940  Appropriation  30,000.00 

Refunds,  Gas  Tax  123.35 

Other  Refunds  5.92 


$ 32,599.15 


Administration  and  Engineering  $ 4,691.97 

Building  Account  1,094.59 

School  Grounds  7,241.15 

Recreation  1,277.78 

Comp,  and  First  Aid  Supplies  72.09 

Housekeeping  Aides  18.66 

Surplus  Commodities  703.97 

Survey  of  Stone  Bounds,  etc 190.54 

Fire  Records  .57 

Truck  Account  436.65 

Misc.  Account  28.30 

Reconditioning  Mun.  Bldgs 937.46 

Gasoline  Account  1,115.36 

Woodcutting  103.42 

Tool  Account  86.45 

Grove  Street  Water  Main  1,102.03 

Town  Vaults  6.60 

Town  Forest  44.29 

Wire  Records  150.76 

Pearl  Street  Sewer  1,271.45 

Reconditioning  Union  St.  School  Building  ....  1,016.47 

Rip-Rap  Open  Ditches  4.20 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery  176.45 

Charles  St.  Drain  507.46 

Moth  Project  356.05 

Tree  Surgery  406.63 

Insurance  Account  184.15 

B.  P.  W.  Plans  12.89 

Veteran’s  Lot  567.00 

Town  Meeting  Records  .50 

Repair  of  Furniture  and  Toys  879.08 


Total  Payments  $ 24,684.97 

Balance  to  1941  7,914.18 
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$ 32,599.15 


EDUCATION 


School  Department  General  Salaries  Appro.  . . 


Supt.,  Principals,  Teachers  $164,668.91 

Substitutes  Salaries  678.50 

Attendance  Officer  600.00 

School  Nurse  1,900.00 

Medical  Inspection  1,000.00 

Janitors  18,547.40 

Clerical  7,301.11 


Total  Payments  $194,695.92 

Transferred  to  General  Maint.  Acct 1,500.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  543.16 


$196,739.08 

School  Dept.,  General  Maint.  Appro 

Transferred  from  Salaries  Account  


Transportation  $ 7,886.58 

Textbooks  3,566.71 

Supplies  5,909.49 

General  Control  Expense  2,408.54 

Supervision  Expense  453.83 

Principal’s  Office  Expenses  366.20 

Commencement  326.15 

Other  Expenses  of  Instruction  493.69 

Compulsory  Attendance  100.00 

Medical  Service  31.94 

Nurse  Service  333.90 

Fuel  6,381.64 

Other  Expenses  of  Operation  6,651.89 

Maintenance  4,232.14 

Capital  Outlay  5,233.67 


Total  Payments  $ 44,376.37 

Balance  to  Revenue  48.47 


$ 44,424.84 


School  Cafeterias  Appropriation  

Pay  Roll  $ 2,378.90 


$196,739.08 


$ 42,924.84 
1,500.00 


$ 44,424.84 


$ 10,000.00 
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Supplies  7,034.02 


Total  Payments  $ 9,412.92 

Balance  to  Revenue  587.08 


$ 10,000.00 

Industrial  Tuition,  Appropriation  $ 1,350.00 

City  of  Boston  $ 146.58 

City  of  Medford  285.33 

City  of  Somerville  280.01 


Total  Payments  $ 711.92 

Balance  to  Revenue  638.08 


$ 1,350.00 


CEMETERIES 
Laurel  Hill  Cemetery 

Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  Appro $ 8,000.00 

Transfer  from  Cem.  Beq.  Fund  2,243.55 

Transfer  from  Cem.  Res.  Fund  1,000.00 

Transfer  from  Care  Soldiers’  Graves  85.00 


$ 11,328.55 

Payments  : 

Superintendent’s  Salary  $ 2,600.00 

Pay  Rolls  7,137.66 

Materials  and  Supplies  1,577.91 


Total  Payments  $ 11,315.57 

Balance  to  Revenue  12.98 


$ 11,328.55 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery 

Forest  Glen  Cemetery,  Appro ...  $ 1,500.00 

Transfer  from  Cem.  Res.  Fund  350.00 

Transfer  from  Cem.  Beq.  Fund  76.50 

Transfer  from  Care  Soldiers’  Graves  70.00 


$ 1,996.50 

Pay  Rolls  $ 1,031.29 
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Supplies 


957.29 


Total  Payments  $ 1,988.58 

Balance  to  Revenue  7.92 


$ 1,996.50 

Care  of  Soldiers’  Graves 

Appropriation  $ 600.00 

Total  Payments  $ 600.00 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

Administrative  Office  Appropriation  $ 6,335.00 

Superintendent’s  Salary  $ 3,599.96 

Clerical  2,095.50 

Telephones  246.41 

Office  Supplies  241.45 

Printing  and  Advertising  72.95 

Plans  and  Engineering  Supplies  61.16 

All  Other  9.00 


Total  Payments  $ 6,326.43 

Balance  to  Revenue  8.57 


$ 6,335.00 

Highway  Department: 

Appropriation  $ 45,000.00 

Receipts  : — Refunds  Gas  Tax  etc 244.69 

Transferred  from  C.  90  Maint 202.28 


$ 45,446.97 

Payments : 

Payroll  $ 19,879.58 

Road  Material  12,446.60 

Gas  and  Oil  1,839.24 

Repairs  3,637.53 

Supplies  and  Tools  2,211.67 

Curbing  1,173.79 

All  Other  3,855.57 

Transfer  to  C.  90  Maint 400.00 


Total  Payments  $ 45,443.98 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.99 
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$ 45,446.97 


Maintenance  of  Storm  Drains  Appro $ 3,500.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 3,055.25 

Supplies,  etc 444.75 


Total  Payments  $ 3,500.00 

Storm  Drain  Development  Appro $ 7,000.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 3,600.64 

Pipe  and  Other  Supplies  3,399.23 


Total  Payments  $ 6,999.8 7 

balance  to  Revenue  .13 


$ 7,000.00 

Sidewalk  Construction  Appro $ 7,000.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  1,600.00 


$ 8,600.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 6,056.69 

Material,  etc 2,543.31 


$ 8,600.00 


Special  Labor  Account : 

Appropriation  $ 13,000.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 11,000.00 

Transferred  to  General  Aid  Acct 2,000.00 


$ 13,000.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  Appro $ 17,000.00 

Misc.  Receipt  1.50 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  780.00 


$ 17,781.50 

Pay  Roll  $ 12,035.87 

Plowing  and  Hauling  2,951.27 

Equipment  Expense  1,552.73 

All  Other  1,241.19 


Total  Payments  $ 17,781.06 

Balance  to  Revenue  .44 
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$ 17,781.50 


Vista  Avenue  Street  Betterment  Appro $ 570.50 

Pay  Roll  $ 390.60 

Material  179.90 

$ 570.50 

Pinevale  Avenue  Street  Betterment  Appro.  ...  $ 599.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 395.15 

Material  203.85 

$ 599.00 

John  Carver  Road  Street  Betterment  Appro.  ..  $ 2,710.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,569.38 

Material  1,140.62 

$ 2,710.00 

Eaton  Street  Betterment  Appro $ 1,520.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 819.24 

Material  700.76 

$ 1,520.00 

Lewis  Street  Betterment  Appro $ 1,107.00 

Pay  Roll  $ 687.03 

Material  419.97 

$ 1,107.00 

New  Equipment — Appropriation  $ 8,000.00 

New  Equipment  $ 7,997.58 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.42 

$ 8,000.00 

Chapter  90  Maintenance : 

Transferred  from  Highway  Maint $ 400.00 

Aid  from  State  400.00 

Aid  from  County  400.00 

$ 1,200.00 

Transfer  to  Highway  Dept.  202.28 

$ 997.72 
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Pay  Roll  

Material  

Road  Machinery  a/c 


$ 196.66 

470.35 
330.71 


$ 997.72 

Harnden  and  Salem  Street  Resurfacing : 


Appro 

Pay  Roll  $ 24.35 

Bal.  to  1941  2,175.65 


$ 2,200.00 

John  Street  Dump  Appro 

Pay  Roll  $ 1,179.27 

Shrubs  19.34 


Total  Payments  $ 1,198.61 

Balance  to  Revenue  1.39 


$ 1,200.00 


Special  Drainage  Investigation : 
Bal.  Forward  from  1939  


Pay  Roll  $ 8.22 

Material  1.20 


Total  Expended  $ 9.42 

Bal.  to  1941  430.55 


$ 439.97 

Sewer  Department  Maint.  and  Const,  and  Int.  : 


Appropriation  

Pay  Roll  $ 6,279.09 

Interest  on  Bonds  2,390.00 

Insurance  387.69 

Motor  Vehicle  Maint 384.70 

Supplies  and  Tools  1,244.61 

All  Other  811.42 


Total  Payments  $ 11,497.51 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.49 


$ 2,200.00 


$ 1,200.00 


$ 439.97 


$ 11,500.00 
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$ 11,500.00 


Sewer  Dept.  House  Connection  Appro 

Pay  Roll  t $ 1,253.26 

Pipe  and  Misc 406.56 


Total  Payments  $ 1,659.82 

Balance  to  Revenue  40.18 


$ 1,700.00 

Park  Department,  Appropriation  

Pay  Roll  $ 2,072.73 

Tools  and  Supplies  999.62 

Lights  316.00 

Repairing  Lights  20.50 

Repairs  to  Tennis  Courts  658.89 

Fencing  132.10 

All  Other  533.04 


Total  Payments  $ 4,732.88 

Balance  to  Revenue  17.12 


$ 4,750.00 

Water  Department,  Maintenance  and  Construc- 
tion Bonds  and  Interest.,  Appropriation  .... 

Insurance  Premium  

Appro,  from  Available  Surplus  


Pay  Roll  $ 17,011.85 

Bonds  11,000.00 

Interest  on  Bonds  1,567.50 

Insurance  1,078.31 

Telephones  145.10 

Light  and  Power  5,435.48 

New  Meters  and  Hydrants  1,125.63 

Auto  Equipment  Repairs  539.89 

Pipe  8,999.72 

Supplies,  Tools  and  Fittings  5,654.29 

Fuel — Coal  and  Oil  606.26 

All  Other  1,898.05 


Total  Payments  $ 55,062.08 

Balance  to  Water  Reserve  82.93 


$ 55,145.01 


$ 1,700.00 


$ 4,750.00 


$ 53,000.00 
45.01 
2,100.00 


$ 55,145.01 
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MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT 


Balance  from  1939  $ 8,533.27 

Receipts,  Sale  Light  and  Power  360,948.70 

Receipts,  Merchandise  and  Jobbing  36,608.53 

Receipts,  Miscellaneous  2,631.65 

Receipts,  Street  Lighting  Appropriation  14,500.00 


Total  $423,222.15 

Payments  : 

New  Construction  $ 51,804.11 

Elec.  Energy  Purchased  129,858.58 

Salaries  and  Wages  103,198.30 

Maint.  and  Oper.  of  Lines  40,020.16 

Taxes  4,987.95 

Insurance  3,761.87 

Office  and  Salesroom  27,183.79 

Interest  Paid  3,402.50 

Bonds  and  Notes  Paid  21,000.00 

Paid  to  Treasurer  26,000.00 

Other  Payments  8,181.00 


$419,398.26 

Balance  to  1941  3,823.89 

V 

$423,222.15 

Insurance  Account 

Appropriation  $ 14,035.57 

Receipts : 

Water  Dept 1,078.31 

Municipal  Light  Dept 1,792.39 

W.  P.  A 183.08 

Sewer  387.69 

Refunds  13.67 


$ 17,490.71 

Payments : 

Fire  Schedule  $ 4,249.81 

Workmen’s  Compensation  3,413.50 

Public  Liability  562.59 

Bonds  808.50 

Boiler  2,209.90 

Burglary  and  Robbery  307.74 

General  Liability  156.38 

Auto  Liability  and  Property  Damage  ....  3,122.93 
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Auto  Fire  and  Theft  253.54 

Machinery  888.25 


$ 15,973.14 

Transfer  to  Welfare  Acct 1,500.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  17.57 


$ 17,490.71 

Interest,  Not.  Inc.  Water,  Light  and  Sewer 


Appropriation  

Municipal  Relief,  1935  $ 288.75 

1937  87.50 

” ” 1938  280.00 

” ” 1939  460.00 

” ” 1940  112.50 

Elementary  School  1,820.00 

Municipal  Garage  393.75 

County  Hospital  67.50 

Drainage  112.50 

Storm  Damage  162.50 

Temporary  Loans  607.06 

Miscellaneous  8.21 


Total  Payments  $ 4,400.27 

Trans  to  Pub.  Wei.  Acct 700.00 

Balance  to  Revenue  72.23 


$ 5,172.50 

Maturing  Debt,  Not  Inc.  Water,  Light,  Appro. 

Municipal  Relief,  1935  $ 3,000.00 

” ” 1937  7,000.00 

” ” 1938  7,000.00 

1939  3,000.00 

1939  2,000.00 

Elementary  School  6,000.00 

Municipal  Garage  3,000.00 

Sewer  Department  8,000.00 

County  Hospital  1,000.00 

Drainage  1939  2,000.00 

Storm  Damage  1939  3,000.00 


Total  Payments  $ 45,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  Appropriation  

Transfers  as  follows  : 

Police  Dept $ 1,100.00 


$ 5,172.50 


$ 45,000.00 


$ 4,000.00 
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Sidewalk  Acct 1,600.00 

Election  and  Registration  150.00 

Fire  Stations  Maint 100.00 

Fire  Alarm  Maint 50.00 

Town  Clerk’s  Expense  100.00 

Treasurer’s  Clerical  25.00 

Collector’s  Expenses  45.00 

Assessors’  Expense  25.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Account  780.00 

Unpaid  Bills  25.00 


Total  Payments  $ 4,000.00 

Rent  Legion  Quarters,  Appro $ 

Reading  Veterans’  Assoc $ 1,500.00 

Memorial  Day  Observance,  Appro.  $ 

Payments  $ 598.05 

Balance  to  Revenue  1.95 


$ 600.00 

Town  Forest  $ 

Payroll  $ 300.00 

Land  Court  Appropriation  $ 

Payments  $ 190.90 

Trans,  to  Town  Counsel’s  Expense  109.10 


Total  Payments  $ 300.00 

Unpaid  Bills,  1939  Appropriation  $ 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  


$ 

Payments : 

Care  Contagious  Diseases  $ 6.00 

Police  Department  22.20 

School  Department  13.22 

Welfare  82.72 

Total  Payments  $ 124.14 

Balance  to  Revenue  .86 

$ 125.00 

Publication  of  Street  List,  Appro $ 

Payments  . $ 297.10 

Balance  to  Revenue  2.90 

$ 300.00  ' 

American  Legion  Entertainment,  Appro $ 

Payments  $ 300.00 


1,500.00 

600.00 


300.00 

300.00 


100.00 

25.00 


125.00 


300.00 


300.00 
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1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

$ 15,000.00  $ 21,000.00  $ 21,000.00  $ 6,000.00  $ 30,000.00  $ 98,000.00  $ 16,000.00  $ 4,000.00  $ 7,000.00  $ 26,000.00  $ 17,000.00  $ 50,000.00  $151,000.00  $ 10,000.00  $472,000.00 
*Does  not  include  Tax  Title  Loan  of  $2500.  issued  in  1940 


ACCOUNTING  LOANS,  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1940  due  Nov.  1940  $275,000.00 

Issued  in  1940 : 

Date  Note  Due  Purchased  by  Rate  Amount 


Jan.  1940  Nov.  1940  2nd  National  Bank  of  Boston  1/10  of 

1%  250,000.00 

Nov.  1940  Nov.  1941  2nd  National  Bank  of  Boston  13/100 

of  1%  250,000.00 


$775,000.00 

Paid  in  1940: 

November  525,000.00 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1940  $250,000.00 

ACCOUNTING  TRUST  FUNDS 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  $251,941.84 

Hospital  Fund  Income  4,236.71 

Hospital  Fund  Refunds  28.00 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  Income  2,191.09 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  Bequests  4,255.00 

R.  H.  S.  Scholarship  Fund  Income  100.57 

Public  Library  Fund  Income  20.08 

Public  Library  Fund  (H.  G.  Wadlin)  Income  . . 35.51 

Hospital  Fund  Payments  for  Hospital  Care  ...  $ 2,512.03 

Hospital  Fund,  Administrative  Expenses  120.50 

Cemetery  Bequest  Fund  Payments  for  Care  of 

Endowed  Lots  2,320.05 

Cemetery  Bequest  Refund  100.00 

Library  Fund  for  Books  70.70 

Library  Fund  (H.  G.  Wadlin)  for  Books  117.00 

R.  H.  S.  Scholarship  Fund  Payments  for 

Scholarships  70.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  257,498.52 


$262,808.80  $262,808.80 

HOSPITAL  FUND 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  $163,274.82 

Receipts  4,264.71 

Payments  $ 2,632.53 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  164,907.00 


$167,539.53  $167,539.53 
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CEMETERY  BEQUEST  FUND 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  

Receipts  

Payments  $ 2,420.05 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  84,768.15 


$ 80,742.11 
6,446.09 


$ 87,188.20  $ 87,188.20 


READING  HIGH  SCHOOL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  $ 

Receipts  

Payments  $ 70.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  5,051.87 


5,021.30 

100.57 


$ 5,121.87  $ 5,121.87 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  

Receipts  

Payments  $ 70.70 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  1,027.81 


1,078.43 


20.08 


$ 1,098.51  $ 1,098.51 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
Horace  G.  Wadlin 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1940  $ 

Receipts  

Payments  $ 117.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1940  1,027.81 


1,825.18 

35.51 


$ 1,860.69  $ 1,860.69 

STATEMENT  OF  INVESTED  FUNDS 
Cemetery  Bequest  Fund 


Investments  Listed  at  Par : 

$5,000  N.  E.  Tel.  1st  Mort.  5’s  Series  A 1952  $ 5,000.00 

$5,000  No.  Pac.  Ry.  Ref.  and  Imp.,  6’s  Series  B2047  ....  5,000.00 

$4,000  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Ref.  Imp.  5’s  Series  C2013  4,000.00 

Blackstone  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  No.  10672  6,788.02 

Home  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  No.  368,204  13.042.  9 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  948,228  17/21  ) 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  No.  40177  2.  . 
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Cambridge  Savings  Bank,  No.  89,112  4,849.28 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230779  4,873.15 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  Reading,  No.  5103  4,891.66 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  Reading,  No.  10714  2,307.24 

Malden  Savings  Bank,  No.  137,262  6,095.07 

Woburn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  61052  5,909.88 

Cash  in  General  Fund  100.00 

$ 84,768.15 

Library  Fund 

Investment : 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  987,334  $ 1,009.93 

.Cash  in  General  Fund  17.88 


$ 1,027.81 

Horace  G.  Wadlin  Fund 

Investment : 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  1079095  $ 1,743.69 

Reading  High  School  Scholarship  Fund 

Investments  : 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  No.  39,861  $ 1,000.00 

Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  161,863  3,000.00 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230,306  1,000.00 

First  National  Bank,  Reading,  Savings  Dept.,  No.  5624  ....  51.87 


$ 5,051.87 

Hospital  Fund 

Investments  Listed  at  Par  or  Less : 

$5,000  Chicago  B.  & Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  111.,  Div.  “M”  3j4,  1949  ....  $ 5,000.00 

$4,050 — 100  Shares  First  National  Bank,  Boston  4,050.00 

$5,000  Consolidated  Gas  of  Baltimore  Gen.  M 4y^s,  1954  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  Tr.  4’s,  1952  5,000.00 

$5,000  111.  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.,  St.  Louis  Div.  1st  M 3’s,  1951  ....  5,000.00 

$5,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Bonds  4%’s  1952  5,000.00 

$10,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Bonds  2^4’s  1963  10,000.00 

$5,000  Pitts.  Cinn.  Chicago  & St.  L.,  4^’s  1977  5,000.00 

$7,000  U.  S.  Savings  Bonds  1949  5,250.00 

$5,000  Old  Colony  R.  R.  1st  5’s.  1945  5,000.00 

$5,000  Penn.  R.  R.  Co.  Gen.  Mort.  4^4’s,  1965  5,000.00 
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American  Mfg.  Co.,  Common,  72  Shares  1.00 

Home  Bleachery  & Dye  Wks.  Pfd.,  2 Shares  11.00 

Sharp  Mfg.  Co.,  Pfd.,  55  Shares  1.00 

Sharp  Mfg.  Co.  Comm.,  20  Shares  (10921300)  1.00 

Andover  Savings  Bank,  No.  39860  7,970.67 

Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  162338  8,243.16 

Essex  Savings  Bank,  Lawrence,  No.  230778  8,122.16 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  Reading,  No.  9189  15,926.01 

First  National  Bank,  Reading  Savings  Dept.,  No.  6435  5,765.94 

Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  No.  154784  10,288.77 

Danvers  Savings  Bank,  No.  2189  1,129.22 

Dedham  Institution  for  Savings,  No.  72053  3,229.53 

Franklin  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  No.  187890  2,181.80 

Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  244496  2,135.29 

Malden  Savings  Bank,  No.  141347  5,938.61 

Melrose  Savings  Bank,  No.  52937  2,160.08 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  Boston,  No.  615034  8,770.78 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank,  Boston,  No.  544673  2,174.69 

Wakefield  Savings  Bank,  No.  45111  4,309.51 

Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  Boston,  No.  135648  1 1 ,182.83 

Woburn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  No.  63401  4,945.62 

Cash  in  General  Fund  1,118.28 


$164,907.00 

I hereby  certify  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
55,  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws,  I have  audited  the  account  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds,  have  examined  the  securities  and  verified 
bank  balances  and  report  the  foregoing  to  be  a true  and  accurate  state- 
ment, December  31,  1940. 

LEON  G.  BENT, 

Town  Accountant. 
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BALANCE  SHEET  DECEMBER  31,  1940 
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Municipal  Light  Dept.  Accts  Rec $ 40,681.80 

Overlay  Deficit  1936  16.00 

1937  75.52 

1939  398.43 


DEFERRED  ACCOUNTS 

Apportioned  Sewer  Assessments  not  due  $ 2,355.16  Apportioned  Sewer  Assessment  Revenue  1941-1949  . . $ 2,355.16 

Apportioned  S & C Assessments  not  due  3,407.49  Apportioned  S & C Assessment  Revenue  1941-1949  . . 3,407.49 
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Municipal  Light  Loan  151,000.00 

Water  Loans  26,000.00 

Filtration  Plant  Loan  17,000.00 


TRUST  ACCOUNTS 
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$ 10,720.02  $ 10,720.02 


REPORT  OF  RETIREMENT  BOARD 
CONTRIBUTORY  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
surance of  the  Commonwealth  : 

Pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter  32,  Section  31F,  Subsection  6, 
the  Retirement  Board  of  the  Town  of  Reading  submits  the  following 
report : 

At  the  annual  election  held  in  the  Town  of  Reading,  March  4,  1940, 
the  Contributory  Retirement  System  for  Town  employees  was  adopted, 
when  Sections  26  to  31H  of  Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  were  ac- 
cepted. The  system  became  operative  on  July  1,  1940. 

Board 

Under  provisions  of  the  Statute,  the  Town  Accountant  is  ex-officio 
a member  of  the  Retirement  Board;  one  member  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Selectmen  and  a third  member  shall  be  elected  by  the  membership 
in  a manner  designated  by  the  Selectmen. 

On  March  8,  1940,  the  Selectmen  appointed  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  to 
the  Board  and  at  an  election  by  the  membership  held  September  12, 
1940,  John  J.  O’Brien  was  elected  the  third  member. 

Meetings 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Contributory  Retirement  Board  was  held 
April  8,  1940.  The  Board  organized  with  J.  Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  chair- 
man, and  Leon  G.  Bent,  Secretary.  The  meeting  was  then  opened  to 
employees  and  the  procedure,  benefits  and  requirements  were  explained 
by  Gardner  B.  Wardwell,  Auditor  of  the  City  of  Melrose,  and  a member 
of  the  Retirement  Board  since  1937.  The  only  other  official  meeting 
held  prior  to  the  election  of  the  third  member  was  held  May  31,  1940, 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  appropriated  funds  at  interest. 

After  September  12,  1940,  various  meetings  were  held.  All  em- 
ployees in  the  system  who  applied  for  continuance  in  service  were  given 
a hearing.  A representative  of  the  Board  employing  such  applicant 
was  heard  on  the  application  prior  to  any  action  being  taken  by  the 
Retirement  Board. 

The  Board  attended  two  meetings  of  the  Association  of  Retirement 
Boards. 

Policy 

A great  many  perplexing  problems  have  arisen  and  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Board.  These  problems  in  a great  many  instances  had 
to  be  determined  without  the  benefit  of  precedent.  The  Board  in  mat- 
ters of  doubt  has  resolved  that  the  benefit  to  the  employee  is  one  of  the 
primary  objectives  of  the  Legislation. 
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Membership 


The  total  membership  on  December  31,  1940  was  153.  If  a mem- 
ber of  the  system  had  reached  the  age  of  70  years  before  July  1,  1940, 
that  member  could,  upon  application,  be  continued  in  employment  for  a 
period  not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board.  There 
was  no  provision  for  a continuance  for  an  employee  who  attained  the 
age  of  70  years  immediately  after  July  1,  1940.  This  situation  will  work 
a hardship  in  a few  instances,  but  this  provision  will  not  affect  mem- 
bers after  the  tw'o  years  have  elapsed.  At  the  effective  date  of  the 
System,  there  were  nine  employed  who  were  over  the  age  of  70  years. 
Of  these,  six  were  granted  an  extension  not  to  exceed  2 years,  but  three, 
upon  their  own  request,  were  retired.  One  member  reached  the  age 
of  70  years  after  July  1,  1940,  and  was  retired. 

On  October  13,  1940,  Daniel  J.  O’Keefe,  a member  and  an  employee 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
sustained  injuries  which  resulted  in  his  death.  His  minor  children  were 
granted  the  benefits  provided  by  the  Statute. 


Members  Retired  in  1940 

Mr.  Arthur  H.  Cook — Retired  September  15,  1940  at  age  71,  having 
served  as  School  Janitor  for  approximately  nine  years. 

Mr.  Lewis  O.  Hawkins — Retired  November  1,  1940  at  age  73,  hav- 
ing been  in  employ  of  the  Light  Department  for  approximately  eleven 
years. 

Mr.  David  Taggart — Retired  November  1,  1940  at  age  76,  having 
served  as  Inspector  of  Plumbing  and  Health  Officer  for  approximately 
twenty-eight  years. 

Mr.  Sylvanus  L.  Thompson — Retired  November  1,  1940  at  age  70, 
having  been  employed  as  School  Janitor  for  twenty-nine  years. 

The  Board  is  very  appreciative  of  the  co-operation  given  it  by  the 
department  heads,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  Town  Counsel,  and  par- 
ticularly appreciative  of  the  assistance  and  advice  of  Mr.  Francis  A. 
Donovan,  Jr.,  Assistant  Actuary,  Division  of  Insurance,  and  his  staff, 
and  of  Mr.  Kenneth  H.  Damren  of  the  Division  of  Accounts. 
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Following  is  a financial  statement  of  the  Retirement  Fund : 
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Receipts 


Town  Appropriation  $ 7,000.00 

Contribution  of  Members  4,348.97 

Dividend  on  Bank  Deposits  45.00 


Expenditures 


Pensions  Paid  

Refunds  Members  Deductions 
Operating  Expenses  : 

Clerical  

Books  and  Forms  

Printing  and  Stationery- 

Express  

Assn,  dues  and  travel 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1940 


$ 11,393.97 


$ 294.23 

30.43 

83.00 

204.88 

33.25 
.90 

27.26 


673.95 


$10,720.02 


Assets 

Cash  Deposit  not  on  interest,  First  Nat’l.  Bank  $ 1,675.02 


Deposits  on  Interest : 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank  4,045.00 

Charlestown  5c  Savings  Bank  3,000.00 

Melrose  Savings  Bank  2,000.00 


$ 10,720.02 


Liabilities 


Annuity  Savings  Fund  $ 4,337.65 

Annuity  Reserve  Fund  5.76 

Pension  Accumulation  Fund  6,205.84 

Expense  Fund  150.71 

Investment  Income  20.06 


$ 10,720.02 
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